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PRATER before SERMOJT. 

Almighty god, Maker of aU things, Judge 
of all men, gracioufly receive the fupplications 
and prayers of this congregation, for themfelves 
.and for all eftates and conditions of men. 

Lord, in mercy, grant unto us, and unto all 
finners^ a true fenfe of our errors, and grace to 
^mend whatever we have done amifs, that iniquity 
may not be our ruin. Let not thofe judgments 
fall upon us, which our fins have juftly deferved: 
and grant that thy great mercy and forbearance 
may oblige us to bring fprtl^ frujts njept for re- 
pentance. 

Have mercy upon the work of thy hands, that 
all the world may come to the knowledge of Thee, 
and of thy gogdnefe in Jefus Chrift; — th?it ^11 
who are weary v^ith the burthen of their fins, 
may know where to find reft unto their fouls. 

Preferve tl^y church in the midft of this unqer^ 
tain world, and prepare her fo^* what thy provi- 
dence fliall . bring forth,, that ^^either profperity 
may corrupt thy faithful fervants, nor adverfity 
difcourage then^ from profefling the trutl^. 

Keep this church and nation in the peaceable 
enjoyment of thy word and facran^entss and grant 

VOL I, B that 



2. PRAYER BEFORE SERMON. 

that we may all live anfwerable to the means of 
grace which thy providence hath afforded us. 

Blefs all the reformed churches j keep them 
from all wicked and dangerous errors; and bring 
into the way of truth all fuch as have gone aftray ^ 
that thy kingdom, and the name of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, may be glorified. 

O God! whofe kingdom ruleth over all, blefs 
thefe nations to which we belong; that peace, and 
truth, and juftice, that true religion and piety^ 
jpzy be fecured and countenanced; that all igno- 
rance and profanenefs, and whatever elfe oppofeth 
Ay divine will made known to us, may be effec- 
tually difcouraged. 

To this end we. pray God to hear us, for the 
Ring's Majefty, that his days may be many, his 
government happy, his commands jufl and equal, 
5ipd his people faithful and obedient: — for the 
Royal Family, that we may be bleffed with a fuc- 
cefEon of princes fearing God: — for all fuch as 
are in coxmcil and authority, (and efpecially for 
the high court of parliament) that they may con^ 
fult the honour of God, the true inter^ft of his 
church, and the welfare of the people:— for the 
biftiops andpaftors of Chrift's flock, that they may 
cpnliantly fpeak the truth, boldly rebuke and 6p- 
pofe vice^ and be living examples of thofe graces 
^d virtues which they recommend to others: and 
the Loi:4 Jefus Chrift be always with them ac- 
cording to his protnife; and grant unto the people 
of their flocks, that thejf may prqfit by them daily. 

Blelfcd. 



PRAYER BEFORE SERMOK^ ^ 

Bleffed God and lover of fqals, preferve, by thy 
grace, thofe that are in the way of life; enlighten 
the minds of the ignorant; awaken the confci- 
ences of the carelefs; filence the gaiiifayers; con- 
vert the profane;, and bring them all to thine 
everlafling kingdom. • 

For the IJle of Man.'] — ^Blefs the lord and government of this 
ifle; continae to us the bleflings of peace and unity, in chuixh 
and ftate, which we enjoy; preferve us from all ftlfe dodrine 
and every falfe way, and root out all growing vices, that there 
may ever be in this place a generation fearing God and working 
righteouihefs. 

In time o/fTar.] — Preferve this land; and, in thy own good 
time, deliver all chrilHan countries; from the miferies of war; 
(batter the people that delight in it; and grant that fiich as Mi, 
die not in their fins unrepented of. 

For City, or Corporation:] — «Blefs themagiflrates and govern* 
ment of ■ ■ ' , and the lawful induilry of its inhalnttots. Let 
brotherly love and chatrity increafe amongft them; and root oat 
out dl growing evils. 

5^/*.]^— Receive into thy almighty and gradous protection the 
perfons and the (hips of thofe that are abfent; preferve them frota 
the dangers of the feas, from the ^(jence of enemies, and fi-ofi 
all fad accidents ; that the^ may return in fafety to enjoy the fruits 
of their labours, and to praiie the Lord for h]3 mercies to them. 

Jt a Fu»eraL]-^Mzkc us all mindful of our latter end, that 
death may never overtake us unawares; teach us, in the many 
fpe£bcles of forrow, ficknefs, and mortality, which we beholdi 
to fee how frail and how uncertain oiir condition is, that we may 
feriOufly aj^y our hearts unto that holy and heavenly' wifdom, 
whilft we live here, which may in the end bring us to life everlafting. 

For Plenty,]— Vi&t the earth and the feas with thy bleffihg; 
and open the hearts of thofe upon whom thou flisdt bellow thefe 
favours, that they may do good and diflribute: inid give us all 
grace, that we may not be combed by thy bleflings. 

We 



4 PRAYJER Bl&FORR SERMQN^. 

We comment vmtQ the tender mercy of God^^ 
all fick and dying perfons, ^U that are in affliftio^ 
of mind or body, or under any preffing calamity; 
all that are poor, a^d have pone elfe.to help them; 
and :§fpecially all fuch as fyffer perfejpution for a 
righteous caufe. 

Lord, pity and fan£lify the miferies of this life, 
to the everlafting benefit of all that fuffer; that 
the tears of the oppreffed,th^ pains of the afBifted, 
the wants of the poor, may all help forward, and 
end in the falvation of their immortal fouls. 

We befeech God to hear our prayers for all 
thofe that never pray for themfelves, that they 
may fee the danger, before it is late, of living 
with6ut God in the world. 

And God Almighty grant, that we may all of 
us have worthy thoughts of his Majefty, — for his 
great povjirer in creating us, — ^for his wonderful 
providence in preferying us,— for his grejit good- 
nefs in redeemhig us by Jefus Chrift; for whofe.. 
doftrini? .and example, and for the examples of all 
his faithful ferv^nts, we pray God make us -truljr 
thankful, and graijt us' grace fo to follow their 
fteps, that we may with^liem be made partakers^ 
of a bieffed refurreftion, ^ 

That we may obtain thefe bJeflings, and what- 
ever elfe is needful for us, let us aft-)oin, and, with 
one heart and voice, pray to God in that perfeft 
form of wor/Jii which Jefus Chrift hath t^uglxt u§: 

Our Father y ijffhkh art in heaven^ iSc. 



SERMON I. 

"tHE TRUE WAY OF PROFITING BY OpD's 
WORD READ OR f REACHED. 



Vouchsafe, b God, te alrea me in this work, and blefs this 
difeburfc for the good of my flock; that feith I and they xn«y 
^rbrify Thee !br the truths they fhall hear. Render them trad- 
.able and obedient to thy Word, and me faithful in delivering 
it; that I may (ave nlyfelf, aftd them that hear me, for Jefus 
Chriffs fake. Amen. 



tuKE viii* 1 8^ 

TAKE HEED HOW YE HEAR: FOR WJEiOSOEVEk HATrf, 
TO HIM SHALL BE GIVEN; AND WHOSOEVER HATH 
*^ l^OT, FROM HIM SHALL BE TAKEN EVEN THAT WttlCH 
kt SEEMJETH TO HAVE> 

GOOD Chriftiah people; I am going to fet 
before you the great bleflihg of attend- 
ing to the Word of God, whether read ot 
preached to ypu, ^nd the triie way of profiting 
thereby J as alfb the very great hazard you 
Van, of living under the light of the golpel, 
and the ordinances of tJ6d, and not being 
bettered by therii. 

There is nothiftg hiore certain, thati that 
marty Chnftiaiis are eternally ruined for want 
of confidering the truths they hear every Lord*s 

^ * See Mark iv. 9. Heb. ii. 1, 2, 3, 4. James L 21. i Theff. 
*u. 13. iv, I. 

day, 
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day, and by not laying them to heart. They 
come, indeed, to the church 5 and they hear 
the fcriptures read to them; they hear what 
God commands, and what he requires of 
them; they are put in mind of what muft 
certainly come hereafter, of deaths oi judgment ^ 
of heaven^ dxid, of helhy and yet they return 
home as little afFe6bed, as if thefe things were 
not true, or as if they did not at all concern 
them. And what is the confequence of this ? 
Why, they are called Chriftians, though they do 
not the things which Chriji hath commanded them. 
They hope for falvation without being con- 
verted; iid under this delufion they die, and 
go into eternity. 

To prevent this deftruftive confequence, our 
Lord has given this following ftridt charge to 
all hig followers: take heed how ye heAr* 
^ake heedy for your falvation depends upon it, 
that you remember, and make good ufe of, 
whatyouhear: for whosoever hath, that 
is, hath benefited by what he hath already 
heard, God will increafe his knowledge and his 
graces: but whosoever hath not, that 
is, have not minded what they have heard, 
or have not profited by it; fuch are unworthy 
of more favours, and, by a juft judgment 
of God, will be deprived of the loiowledge 
and graces which they feemed to have. 

Take heed^ therefore, how you hear; that is^, 
whether you come prepared to hear with a fe- 
rious, teachable temper; with a purpofe to 
learn your duty, and tapraftife what you hear. 

1td6^ 
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l^dke heed h^ you hear :^^And that you hear 
thofe only who, by the order and providence 
of God, are appointed to inftruft you. Ne^cr 
fure was more need of this caution. " Many 
deceivers," faith the Apoftle, " are enteiw 
into the world j" many lewd, profane, and an- 
tichriftian books; niany agents of Satan, and 
reducing fpirits; and therefore bewafe and 
avcnd them as you love your fouls. 

Laflly; Take heed how your hear. Remem- 
ber whofe Minifters you hear, whofe word^ 
whofe commands^ whofe promifesy whofe threat-- 
emngSy you hear. They are not the words of 
man, but the word of God, delivered by his 
own Son, confirmed by miracles, and reported 
to you by his own minifters. 

It may be, you may imagine, that you know 
your duty as well as the preacher who is ap- 
pointed to inftruft you. Beitfo. But remem- 
ber, that whatever his talents and yours may 
be, he is a minijler of God to you for good, if you 
hear and obey his godly admonitions. And 
remember too, that the moft eloquent, learned 
man oa earth cannot edify you without God's 
bleffing. Atid laftly, that God has made, and 
can make, his word, out of the mouth of the 
meaneft of his minifters, effeftual for the con- 
verfion of thofe that hear them with reverence. 

Well then, whoever hopes to benefit by 
hearing, muft come with humility, and a 
teachable temper of mind; muft refoke to 
deceive inftruoPion, reproof, and advice, as 
coming frotn <3od; and muft ftrive td re- 
infeinber what he hears. It 
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It will ftaiHe you, and I liope will afTeA 
your hearts, to hear the true rieafon why the 
generality of people do not profit by fermpnsy 
and by the word of God read 1;o them* It is not 
Ij.but Jefus Chrift, who tells you, that the feed 
is, th word of God-, that tbofe by the way-fide are 
thfy thfot hear. Then cometh the devily obferve 
tha,t, then cometh the devily, andiaketh the word out 
of their hearts ^ left thcyfbould believe and befaved. 

You fee who it is that tempts you to fit down 
with indifference, when the word of God is 
read or fpoken 5 who it is that fuggefts to your 
mind other matters, when you l)ipuldbe attend- 
ing to the things which concern your; fouls: 
you hear from Chrift himfelf, that it is^the 
devil, and that the pnd thereof is damnation. 
Let this dreadful truth, I befeech you, oblige 
you at this time, and at all tiroes, to hearken 
with attention to the w;ord of God. And re- 
member what our Lord faid to thofe that heard 
his word, and would not mind it: " It fhall 
be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah 
in the day of judgment, than for you." 

It behoves you therefore, as ever you hope 
to efcape this dreadful judgment; it concerns 
youi liay, to come to church with a teachable 
temper, with a fincere defire, whether to learn, 
or to be put in mind of your duty. It concerns 
you to hear with an humble, attentive mind, 
and with a full purpofe of heart to order your 
life accordingly; and then the word you hear 
will become mdeed, what St. Paul calls it, the 
word offahation to every one that believeth. 

And 
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, And that you ftiay always attend to what U 
written in the gofoel with the greateft regard^ 
and aiTurance of beiftg trtfe and certain, take 
notice of and remember what was declared by 
GOD himfelf in a voice from heaveny This 
is my helmed Son^ . hear ye him ! 

It is not a poor, ignorant creature, as I 
am, who tells you what you tHuJi do to hi 
faved — what you muft dp to efcape Eternal 
mifery; but it is the Son of God himfelf, fent 
from heaven. for this vf»y end — to (hew unto 
us t\ie "way:to life everllfting. It! is him yon 
hear, when you hear his «rprd; arid it is him 
you diiregard, when you mind not what is 
/aid to you by his minifters. . . 

But then, becaufe it is not fufRcient for a 
man to hear the truths of the gofpcl, unlcls 
through the grace of God he applies them to 
himfelf, and confiders how much he himfelf 
is concerned in them, and that otherwdfe he 
will be little the better for hearing the word 
read or preached; I wiU therefore (hew you 
how the moft plain and unlearned Chriftian 
may and pUght to apply the things he hears 
every one to himfelf, and put them in pra6iice. 
I will alfo (hew you, how the truths you hear 
may always fuggeft to your minds fuitable pe- 
titions, in order to obtain the grace of God, 
without which all you hear, all you know; 
will (ignify nothing tow:ards your falvation. 

For example: — Suppofe the fermoh y©u 
heard was concerning the danger of in^ 
CONSIDERATION, or the fad effeft of that 

little 
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little care and concern; which the generality 
of Chriftians have for their falvation. 

Such a ferions fubjeft, if you minded it, mtjft 
needs affcft you 5 and you will be apt to fay 
within yourfelf> * I fee plaiftly, that if I pafs 

* my days in a wretched, negligent manner, 

* without taking care 6f my foul, without c6n- 
"* ifidering what will come hereafter, whether I 
' think of it or not, I can expeft nothing when 
^ I die but mifery everlafting, I fee plainly, 

* that I muft not fatisfy myfelf with the bare 

* name of being a Chriftian, without confi- 

* <iering what the Chriftian ifeligion requires of 

* me. If I do fo, I (hall be dealt with worfe 

* than an heathen. God himfelf has declared, 

* that great will be the puniftiment of wicked 

* men; and great the reward, great the hap- 

* pinefs, of fuch as fear to offend him, of fuch 

* as are careful to obey his commands. And 

* fhall not this awaken me ? Shall I go on and 

* live as if no harm would follow? Will not 

* inconfideration ruin me, as well as if I were 

* guilty of the greateft crimes ? I take all pof- 
^ fible care of my worldly concerns, and to 
"^ avoid temporal evils ; and fhall I not be con- 
^ cerned for evils that will laft for ever ? It is 

* true I fee others as little concerned as I am 

* myfelf > but will this be any comfort to me, 
^ if we are all miferable at the laft? 

* I fhould be aftortifhed to hear a man fay, 

* that be does not believe one word of the Go/pel: 

* and yet it is plain, it will be the fame thing 

* in the end with thofe that have not believed 

* pne 
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* one word of the gofpel, and with thofe that 

* have not laid the truths of the gofpel to heart. 
' I am refcdved, therefore, what I will do: I 

* will go home, and beg of God to touch my 

* heart vnth a lafting fenfe of the danger I 
' am in ; that he wiU give me great concern 
« for my foul; and that he will not fufFer me 
^ to lead a carelefs life any longer/ 

And you will be confirmed in thefe good 
purpofes, if you (hall be fo happy (for fo the 
providence of God often orders matters for our 
good) if you (hall fo happy, as in fome other 
fcrmon to be put in mind of the wretched con- 
dition of one nwo leads a carelefs and afnful life; 
and this both with re(pe6l to himfelf and 
to God. 

If, for example, you have been plainly told, 
what you cannot but know to be true^ that a per- 
fon who leads a carelefs and a finful life, can 
never be truly eafy, or pleafed with himfelf;— 
that he is always doing that which he inwardly 
condemns; — tliat he is afr^d of that light 
which would let him fee the danger he is in ;— 
and that though he has often purpofed to 
lead a new life, yet he has as often neglc6ted 
to do fo. 

If you have been told, what is as true as the 
^ojpelt that while you live in wilful fin, there 
IS not the filthieft creature fo odious in your 
eyes, as you are in the eyes of God;— that you 
arc governed by the devil, and are in his fer^ 
vice, and doing his w;ork} — ^that every moment 
you put i^ your repentance, you are defpifng 
^ the 
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the goodnefs and long^-fuffering of Gody who cori- 
tinues your life for no other end but that yoii 
may not be damned. If yoii hear, and are not 
ilartlfed at this, it is becaufe you are given over 
to a reprobate mind. 

Every man, who is nt)t fo given over, will 
certainly be afraid for himftlf ; arid if he hears 
a fermbn concerning repentance, and a fin- 
her's return to God, he will probably come to 
feme fuch refolutions as thefe: 

* I am convinced, from Ood's own Word, 

* that a finner has no other choice but either 

* repentance pr damnation^ As long, therefore; 
^ as I have no hopes of pairdon, I cart have no 
^ comfort in life: and as long as I defer my 
^ repentance, I can have no hopes of pardon, 

* And I fee plainly, from what I have heard 

* tliis day, that my repentance will fignify tery 

* little, if I do not bring forth fruits anfwfer-^ 
^ able to amendment of life. Is it not a great 

* mercy that God will accept of a finner'^ 

* repentance, after he has done fo niany ill 

* thmgs ? Is it not great condefcen-fion in the 

* Son of God to give us even his oath, that all 
^ ^ns Jhall be forgiven unto the fons of men \ and 

* that none ought to defp^r of mercy, but 
^ fuch only as will not be perfuaded to rorfake^ 

* thdr evil ways? What a mercy is it that I 
^ have time to repent, and to bring forth fruits 

* meet for repentance! And what a foolifh; 

* what a wretched ci^eature fliould I be, if I 

* fltould negle6t fuch a mercy, and gtf oft ill 
*my fins, and to my deftruftioni I will 

* therefore^ 
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^ therefore, through the grace of God, not de- * 
^ fer my repentance for one moment, left I be 
* overtaken in fin, and be for ever undone/ 

Some fuch (one would hope) would be the 
thoughts and the refolutions of any one, who 
with attention had heard a fermon concerning 
the neceJfUy of repentance and a new life. 

A Chriftian that reafons thu», and thus 
refoives, and afts accordingly, is in the way of 
falvation. But that he may continue in that 
way, he will Want to be often put in mind of 
the danger of backflidingj of the duties re- 
quire oi him^ of every man^ in that ftate of 
Jifeifl which the providence of God has placed 
him; of the fins ne is chiefly to watch againft; 
and of the means of grace which God has 
appointed to bring us to heaven. 

For inftancc: — You will hear the duty op 
PRAYER preffedupon all Chriftians, as necef*' 
fary to their falvation as their daily bread is 
to preferve their lives. 

Will you return home without laying this' 
to heart? You may indeed do fo; but if you 
have any concern for your own foul, you will 
think better of it, and reafon with yourfelf 
after fome fuch manner as this: — 

* I now fee the great fin of neglefting io 

* neceflary a duty as is this of Prayer* I fee 

* plainly, that I muft renounce all pretence to' 
^ * religion, alLhopes of falvation, if I negle£t 

* it any longer, I am convinced, that all the' 

* fms I ever committed, and which I have not* 
i confeilbd and begged pardon for> do ftand in' 

* judgment 
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* judgment againft me. And what will be- 
^ come of me if I die in this condition? And 

* Ihave all thcrealbn in the world to believe 

* that God will withhold his bleiSngs frpm 

* me, if I do not give him thanks for thofe I 
Vhave already received. 1 have no r^fon to 

* hope for God*s protetStion and blefiing upon 

* myfelf, upon my children, or upon my la- 
^ hours, when I never pray, for them. I am 

* as fubjeft to affli6lions, to troubles, to cala- 

* mities, as other people: how fhall I bear 

* them with patience without the affiftance of 

* God's grace? How fhall I efcape the many 

* temptations to wickednefs which I meet with 

* daily, without praying for God's help and 

* diredtion? In fhort, if I negleft this duty, 

* how fhall I efcape eternal mifery ? 

* I am refblved what to do. I will, by the 

* grace of Almighty God, oftiit this duty of 

* prayer no longer, left I come fhort of heaven, 

* and be for ever undone. I will, as I have 

* been inflru6ted, take all occafions of praying 
' to God. When I fet about any bunnefs of 

* moment, I will pray him to profper my ho- 

* neft endeavours. Whenever I fhall perceive 
^ that I have done any thing amifs, I will 

* forthwith pray God to forgive me, and ta 
'give me grace to do fb no more. If I am 

* in trouble, or in diflrefs, I will apply to the 

* Father of mercies, and God of sdl comfort. 

* If I am in any danger, I will pray him to 

* ddiyea: me. If I am tempted to any lin, I 

* w^l beTeecb. hii» t^ fuccour met. And I will 

; ... ^ 'not 
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« not fail to give him thanks, whenever he 
' beftows any bleffing upon me. 

* By doing this I fhall be entitled to the 

* favour and protedtion of God, and. be al- 

* ways afraid of offending him. 

* But this is not all; for I am refolved, by 
\ the grace of God, to pray with my family, 

* and tor my family, every day, as ever I ex- 

* pe6t God's bleffing to be with them and my- 

* lelf . By this means, I (hall put them under 
\ Cjod*s prote£tion every morning and evening; 

* KbaHfet them a good example of piety; and 

* this is the only way to make my children and 
'i&rvaiits feriousy bolyy honejiy and diligent. 

* And I will, by God's help, do this faithfully, 

* though I (hould be fo unleamed as to be 

* able to fay no other prayer but the Lord's 
*, prayer: I will hope God will hear me ac- 

* cording to the full meaning of that prayer, 

* if I fay it devoutly upon my knees, and 

* with my family. 

* This will not hinder my worldly bufinefs; 

* and I will truft in God, that he will doubly 

* pay me for the lofs of any time I fpend in 

* his fervice.' 

Every ferious Chriftian who wifties well to 
his own foul, will, I fay, think and refolve, 
when he has heard a fermon concerning the 
Duty of Prayer, after fome fuch manner as 
this we have been fpeaking of. 

Let us agdn fuppofe, that the fermon which 
you have heard has been concerning the mean- 
i.ngi and k^nefil^ and dufj^ of receiving the 

Lord's 
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Lord's supper.' A ferious perfon can hardly 
choofe but make fome fuch obfervations and' 
refolutions as thefe: — 

^ I have this day been invited to partake of 

* the Lord's fupper;— an ordinance appointed 

* by Chrift himfelf, and for this reafon, — 

* That Chriftians. being often called upon tci 

* remember the love of their dying Saviour, 

* and the occafion of his death, which was to' 

* make their peace with God, they might love 

* him with all their heart, and remember to 

* obferve the commands he has given them, in 
^ order to fit them for heaven. I am affured' 

* that this is the only way to render our per-.' 

* fbns and our prayers acceptable to God; of 

* obtaining the pardon of our fins, the grace 
^ of God, and everlafting life after death. 

« I underhand what duties are required to 
^ make me a worthy gueft at that holy table. 

* I muft refolve to forfake thofe fins which cofl: 

* Jefus Chrift his life: and! muft forgive, and 

* love, and do good to others, fince he has been 

* fo good and fo kind to me as to lay down his 

* very life for me. I dare not therefore, I will 

* not turn my back upon an ordinance upon' 

* which my falvation depends. If I am not 

* fit to go to this facrament, I am fiire that I 

* am not in the way of life; 1 muft be under 
God's difpleafure. I have nothing therefore 

* to do, but what, through God*s grace, I wilt 

* endeavour to do: and this is, to prepare my- 

* felf as well as I am able; and for the reft, toj 

* truft in the mercyand goodneis of my Sa- 

* viourj. 



< 
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* viour, to fupply by his grace what is want- 

* ing on my part. And I fhall eafily know 

* whether I have been a worthy communicant 

* or not, by the life I lead afterwards/ 

If at any time the minifter of God is prels-* 
ing upon you the nece^ty of an holy life, 
of walking worthy of your Chriftian name and 
calling, do not forget it as loon as you go out 
of the church, but think thus with youiielf :i-^ 

* My pimilhment will furely be very great, 

* if I, who call myfelf a Chriftian, do lead a 

* carelcfs and an unchriftian life. I fee how 

* blind thofe people are, who hope to go to 
' heaven without endeavouring to pleafe God 
' and to keep his commandments. I hope I 

* Ihall never forget a truth I have heard this 

* day, T^hat Religion, and the way to pleafe 

* God, does liot confift fo much in obfendng 

* the outward duties of chriftianity, as in lead^ 

* ing an holy life; I fee plainly, that a man 

* may go to the chiirchi and to the facrament, 

* witiiout being juft, or humble, or devout, or 

* temperate,* or charitable. And that the rea- 

* fon why we go to church, and pray to God, 

* and hear his word, is this ; that we may ob- 

* tain his grace to enable us to lead a fober, a 

* righteous, and a godly life. This therefore, 

* through the grace of God, fhall be my great 

* endeavour for the time to come, to walk 

* worthy of the religion I profefs, and of the 

* hopes 1 have of being happy when I die. 

* I have this day,' faith another, * been put 

* in mind of a truth which is too little confi- 

voL. I. c * dered 
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* dered by Chriftians, and this isythat this life • 

* is afiate of trials and that we fhall be happy 

* or iniferable when we die, juft as we have 
^ behaved ourfelves well or ill in this world. 
^ I fee then, that I may be happy, if it is not 

* myrown fault; and I fee too, that I fhall cer- 

* tainly be miferable, if I am not careful to 

* lead fuch a life as may recommend me to 

* the mercy and favour of God. In fhort, I 
5 fee plainly, that now is the time in which I 

* am to choofe what I am to be for ever and 

* ever. I will therefore beg of God to keep 

* this thought ever in my heart, and to enable 

* me to make fuch a choice as that I may be 

* happy for ever.V 

And you will be better difpofed to make 
fucK a choice, if you have at any time at- 
tended to a fermon of the great advantage of be^^ 
ifig RELiGio^. For then you will be convin- 
ced, that a firtn refolution to be governed, at 
all times, by thip laws of God, is the only fure 
way to have peace of mind here, and happi- 
nete hereafter 5 forafmuch as all the commands 
of God are good, and intended to keep us from 
ruining ourfelves, which we fhould certainly 
do if we were left to our own choices : and 
that the ordinances of the Gofpel are neceffary 
to reftore us to the favour of God, and ferve 
either to cure us of fome fad diforder we la^ 
hour under, or to communicate the divine 
graces, or to feal to us God's gracious pardon; 
to dire6t us in the way we fhould go, or to 
keep us from backfliding. 

And 
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And if to this you add what you can re- 
member to have heard concerning the re- 
ward OF SIN, and God's judgment upon 
SINNERS, you will have motives fufficient to 
determine you what to do; that is, you will 
conclude, ^ I have but one great bufinefs in 
' this world, and that is, tofave my foul. This 

* is that one thing needful which our Saviour 

* {peaks of. If I do not mind this, it is no 

* matter what elfe I mind; for he that lofes his 
^fouly lofes more than the 'whole world. This, 

* by the grace of God, I will charge my me- 
^ mory and my heart with as long as I hve/ 

IJoWy as ever you hope to do To, you muft 
attend to another duty, which you will very 
often hear preffed upon Chriftians both in 
tiieholy fcripture and in fermons; and this 
is, the duty of being always watchful^ and upon 
yourguard'y ** becaufe our advcrlary the devil, 
** like a roaring lion, walketh about, feeking 
" whom he may devour,"* finding them care- 
iefs, or from under God's proteftion. 

Upon hearing this, you will do well to 
make iuch reflexions as thefe: 

* I fee that we are befet on all fides with 

* dangers and temptations to fin. We are in 

* danger from the corruption of our own na- 

* tore, which is prone to evil continually; we 

* are in danger of fetting our hearts upon this 

* world, and of forgetting that this is not the 
' world we were made for. 

^ I Pet. V. 8. 

c 2 * Befidcs 
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* Befides thefe, Satan has his agents in every 

* place, tempting us to fin of one kind or 
« othen Some to whoredom ; fome to drunk- 
^ ennefs ; fome to fwearing, curfing, lying, or 

* flandering; others to fraud, injurace, or op- 
^ preflion: any one of which will Ihut me out 

* of heaven, and fend me to hell, if I am not 

* careful to avoid thein. 

* What have I then to do? Why, as I 

* hope for heaven and h^pjnnefs, I muft be 
^ ferious, and watch againft all temptations 
^ to evil, and pray to God daily to Keep me 
^ from fin and wickednefs of every kind. And 
^ this, by the grace of God, fhall be the great 

* bufinefs of my life/ 

Whoever knows any thing of the Chriftian 
reii^on muft know, that self-denial is a 
means of grace without which no man muft 
hope to be faved. If any man will come after 
me J faith our Lord and Saviour, let him deny 
himfelf^ If thy right-hand offend thee^ cut it off'^ 
that is, part with any thing, though as dear 
to you as a right-hand or a right eye, rather 
than offend God. 

It was not the preacher only that faid this^ 
but they are the words of Jelus Chrift him- 
felf ; who faid befides, that it is better to go 
into life with one hand or one eye^ than with two 
hands or two eyes to be cafi into helU where the 
worm dieth noti and where the fire is not quenched^ 

It is hardly poflible for any ferious Chrifti^i 
to hear this duty explained, and not to think 

« Matth. xvi. 24. 

of 
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of it even after he leaves the church, and to 
think thus with himfelf : — 

* I fee plainly, that I muft refolve to deny 

* myfelf, to ftand againft all my corrupt in- 

* clinations, or be content to perifh eternally. 

* Whatever evil ways or cuftoms I have hi- 
' therta been fond of, I muft renounce and 

* forfake them, or I fee what muft follow. 

* If an idle or a carelefs life have been my 
' great fin, though the world fees no great 

* harm in fuch a life, yet I fee I muft reform, 

* let it coft me never fo much pain and trou- 

* b\e, or I fhall infallibly, one day or other, 
^hcar that dreadful fentence: — Bind the un^ 
^ profitable fer^ant hand and foot^ and caji him 

* into outer darknefs. 

* If riches and the love of the world have hi- 
' therto poffeffed my heart, renounce them I 

* muft, let it be never fo uneafy to me, or my 
' intereft in heaven — for God and mammon I 

* cannot ferUe. If any fmful luft or pleafure 
' have got the power over me, and though it 

* is become a fecond nature, yet I fee plainly 
^ it muft be renounced and forfaken, or I muft 

* never hope for heaven. If profane talk, if 
' Iwearing, lying, or flandering, be the fins 

* that are become habitual to me, and that I 

* cannot without great pains leave them off; 

* yet this pains I muft take, or fufFer the pains 

* of eternal death. If tipling, if fquandering 

* away my time or eftate, if gluttony or drunk- 

* ennefs, have been the fins I have lived in, 
^ thefe muft be repented of, and utterly for- 

' taken. 
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* Taken, let it be be never fo uneafy to flefh 

* and blood, or I (hall have no part in the 
^ kingdom of heaven. 

* In fhort, I have been plainly told, and I 

* plainly fee, that men need not take pains to 

* be ruined, fince our own cx)rrupt nature, if 
^ not denied, reftrained, and kept under, will 

* ruin us without remedy. I fee too, that all 

* the commands of God, all the duties which 

* he has prefcribed us, are all intended in 

* mercy to keep us from ruining ourfelves: and 

* that if we had been fufFered to follow our 
' own wills, or the evil cuftoms we contraft, 

* or the bad examples we meet with, we could 
' not efcape bringing upon ourfelves deftnrc- 
^ tion. I am left, therefore, without excufe, 

* and I fhall dearly pay for it, if I do not deny 

* tnyfelf every thing which God has forbidden 

* me; and if I do not look upon his com- 

* mands as the only way to life and happinefs 

* everlafting.* 

Thus every ferious Chriftian will argue 
with himfelf, whenever he hears any other 
duty of chriftianity explained or recommended 
to his pra61:ice. 

If time would permit, I would fhew you 
how this might be done, to your great advan- 
tage, in* many other inftances of duty and 
religion. 

All that I fhall now add is, to put you in 
mind of what a bleffing it is, that you have 
churches to go to, and diat you can hear the 
word of God, and know his will, andt what 

you 
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you muft do to be faved. You fee the great 

bleffing of a standing ministry, and how 
happy it is that there are perfons appointed 
by the Holy Ghoft, who, at the peril of their 
own fouls y are to read, and faithfiilly to ex- 
pl^, the truths of the gofpel to you. — You 
may indeed ihut your ears, or carelefsly think 
of other matters. You may refufe to hear 
with attention your duty,, and the dangers 
you are liable to. You may return home 
without laying thefe things to heart; but 
then, be affured of it, you return home with- 
out Gotfs blefling. You may refufe to come 
to church, (as the manner of fome is) and 
Aink jourfelves too good to be taught y r^- 
provedy or put in mind of your duty; but what 
will this end in? Why, you will in time 
forget God, his commands, and all that is 
good; you will come at laft to fay, with thofe 
wicked people whom Job fpeaks of,** who faid 
unto God, Depart from uSy for we defire not 
the knowledge of thy ways. 

I need not tell you, that fuch people are in 
the way of damnation. 

I pray God keep all you from following 
their fteps. And give us his grace, that we 
may hear^ underjiandy remember y confdery love^ 
and praSiifey what is read and preached to u? 
according to God's holy word and will, thro^ 
Jefus Chrift our Lord; to whom, witfi the 
Father, &c. 

** Job. xxi. 14. 

SERMON 



SERMON II. 

THE TRUE WAY OF PROFITING BY SERMONS, 



LUKE VIII. 1 8. 

TAKE HEED HOW YE HEAR; FOR WHOSOEVER HATH, 
TO HIM SHALJ. BE GIVEN; AND WHOSOEVER HATH 
NOT, FROM HIM SHALL BE TAKEN EVEN THAT WHICH 
HE SEEMETH TO HAVE.* 



WHEN our Lord bids us take heedj we 
may be very fure it is concerning 
fomething of great moment, and therefore to 
be ferioufly attended to. And we find it is fo 
here. I'ake heedj faith he, bow ye bear: your 
falvation depends upon your underftanding 
and believing what you hear: for wbofoever 
batb*y that is, whofoever hath benefited by 
what he has already heard, God will increafe 
his knowledge and his graces; but wbofoever 
bath not — have not minded what they have 
heard, or have not profited by it, fuch carelefs 
people, by a juft judgment of God, fhall lofe 
that knowledge and thofe graces which he had 
given them. 

^ake heedy therefore, that you hear the word 
of God with a ferious mind — with a purpofe 

* See Matth. xiii. 9. Luke x. 24; xi. 28. John xv. i2» 
Heb. xii. 14* 

and 
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and defire to learn your- duty, and with a re- 
folution to praftife what you hear. 

Laftly, Take heed whom you hear: — remem- 
ber whofe minifters you hear, whofe word, 
whofe commands, whofe threatenings, whofe 
promifes, you hear. They are the minifters 
of God, that watch for your fouls. They read 
and preach to you the word of God, delivered 
by his own Son. They explain to you the 
commands of God, which are defigned to make 
you happy for ever. And they put you in 
remembrance of the promifes of God, if you 
are obedient; and of \i\s fever e threatenings^ if 
you defpife his goodnefs. Remember, there- 
tore, what the Son of God faid to thofe that 
heard his word, and would not mind it: — It 
fhall be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah in 
the day of judgment^ than for fuch carelefs people. 

But having, in a former difcourfe upon 
thefe words, explained thefe things very par- 
ticularly^ \ now proceed to (hew you the true 
way of profiting by Sermons^ many inftances of^ 
wmcn I gaye you in my former difcourfe. 

Let us fuppofe, then, that the Minifter of 
God has at any time been explaining to you 
the nature, of a true Chrifiian Faith -y the necef 
Jity af believing whatever God has made known 
to men-, as alfo the danger of not lining as be-^ 
comes people who prof efs to believe fuch things. 

If you have feriouily attended to fuch a dif- 
courfe, you will think thus with yourfelf : — 

* I am now convinced, that without faith it 
* is impojpble to pleafe God. I fee plainly, that 

'it 
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' it is not a matter of mdifFerence, whether 
< we believe or not, fince Jefus Chrift himfelf 

* has declared, that he that believeth not jhallbe 
' damned-^ and that it is as abfolutely neceflary 

* to falvation that we believe — not what we 

* pieaie, but — according to the faith once deli^ 
' vered unto the faints. 

< Our Lord himfelf has told us, That if we 

* believe not in*himj we Jhall die in our fins^ 

* And again; He that Jinneth againji the Holy 

* Ghojiy Jhall never be forgiven. So dreadful a 
' thing it is not to know, or wilfully to mif- 

* take the truth! 

^ Whatever, therefore, God has revealed, 
' mu/l be true and certain, though I cannot 

* comprehend it. It is not neceflary that we 
' fhould always know the reafons of God's 

* will and pleafure; it is enough that we 

* know it to be his will. It is fufficient to me 
' to know and believe, that God would have 

* all men to be faved. That Jefus Chrift his 

* Son has Ihewed unto us the way of falva- 

* tion. That he has reconciled us to God. 

* That he will be our advocate with God for 

* our pardon, if we truly repent us of our 

* fins. That God will afford us all manner 

* of afliftance by his Spirit, to overcome all 

* the corruptions of our nature, and all the 
' difficulties we Ihall meet with. . That he 

* will make us happy for ever, if we ttrive to 
' pleafe him during this fhort life: and that 

* we fhall be moft miferable when we die, if 

* we die in our fins unrepented of. 

*» John viii. 24. * K^ 
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* In order to prevent this fad doom> he has 
*'n!iade known to us what are the things which 
•*• we mUft do to be faved, and what we muft' 

* avoid a» ever we hope to efcape the bitter 

* pains of eternal death. He has alfo made 

* known to us, that all things are naked and 
^ open unto his eyes, that we may live as hav- 

* ing him the conftant witnefs of our* words 

* and adlions. I muft not therefore deceive 
' liiyfelf, nor fancy, that if I fhould be fo un- 
f happy as not to believe, or not to mind thefe 

* thmgs, that therefore I have no reafon to 
^ fear what will follow: for God's word will 

* come to pafs, though all the world fhould 
^ not mind it. 

* I fee, therefore, how neceflary it is to have 

* the articles of my Chriftian faith in myme^ 
^ mory, ^nd before my eyes continually; and 

* to beg of God daily to increafe my faith. I 

* will read or hear God's word wij:h reverence, 
^ and endeavour to lay up in my heart what I 

* hear and underftand. And, knowing that 
^ faith is the gift of God, I will not fail to aflc 

* it of God with all the earneftnefs of m]^ 

* foul ; for I have been told, and do believe, 
^ that the moft learned man on earth cannot 

* convince or convert me, unlefs I attend to 

* the word fpoken, and ponder it in my heart, 

* and beg of God to enlighten my mind. 

* I will not be afraid to aik myfelf this fhort 

* queftion, Do I live by faith? that is, Dpe$ 

* the fear of God hinder me from doing what 

* I know will difpleafe him? Do the promife$ 
I 'of 
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* of God afFe6l my heart, and make me defi- 
*rous to be made worthy to obtain them? 

* Do the judgments of God upon wicked peo- 

* plcy which are recorded in the holy fcrip- 

* tures, make me take warning, and fear to 

* draw down the like judgments upon myfelf ? 
' Have I a juft value for the Chriftian religion, 

* and its ordinances and minifters, and for 

* whatever has any relation to God? Have I a 

* love for the gofpel, and for the truths con- 

* tained in it; and do I refolve to govern my- 

* fel£ according to them? Do I confider what 

* a dreadful thing it is for a Chriftian fo to 

* live Bs if not one word of the gofpel were 
*true? Do I hate fin as moft diifpleafing to 

* God, and hurtful to my own falvation ? Do I 
' diftruft myfelf and my own ftrength, and put 

* my whole truft and confidence in God? Do 

* I conftantly pray for his grace to increale 

* my faith, and that I may be able to live as 
' becomes my profefiion ? If I do this in the 

* fincerity of my heart, then I may be afliiired 

* that I uve by faith ; and that I have a prin- 
^ ciple of a new life, which, if I do not ftifle 

* it, will in the end bring me to everlafting 

* life and happinefs/ 

Thefe, I wy, will (through the blefllng of 
God) be the fruits — thefe, or fuch like, will 
be the obfervations and refolutions, which a 
feribus Chriftian will make, who has carefully 
minded what has at any time been faid upon 
the fubjeft of Faith. 

Let 
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Let US, in the next place, fuppofe, that you 
have heard a fermon concerning the love 
OF God. The love of God being the firji 
and great command^ it would be unpardonable 
for a chriftian to hear a fermon upon that 
fubjedt without minding it, and without being 
bettered by it. 

I will endeavour to fhew you how you may 
be truly edified by fuch a difcourfe, if you 
have ferioufly attended to it. You will, in 
the firft place, have been put in mind, that 
God is worthy of your greateft love, and that 
he may juftly require it of you, iJiat you love 
him above all things ; becaufe he made you, 
and it is he who by his providence preferves 
you every day of your life, and who is the 
giver of all the bleflings you either enjoy or 
hope for. Befides this, he intends, out of his 
infinite goodnefs, to make you happy for ever, 
if it is not your own fault. And though you 
know in your confcience, that you have grie- 
voufly oflfended God, yet he is ready to pardon 
you upon your fincere repentance. And to 
convince you of this, after the moft kind and 
gracious manner, he fent his beloved Son 
from heaven to aflure us thereof, and of his 
good-will to men: by him propofing terms of 
pardon and mercy upon moft reafonable 
conditions, and eternal happinefs upon per- 
forming them. 

His Son alfo procured for us this great fa- 
vour, that we might apply to God, as to a 
father, in all our neceffities, for whatever we 

want 
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want in all our troubles; and this with con- 
fidence that he would hear us with the ten- 
demefs of a father. 

Befides this, you will have b?en inftrufted 
what it is to love God with all your heart. That 
it is, to defire and to ftrive to pleafe God in 
all your aftions. To have a great regard to 
his laws-, to what he has commanded, and to 
what he has forbidden. To love his word^ 
in which his will is made known to us; and 
his minijlersy who are by him appointed to 
Vnftmft you, and to watch for your fouls as 
they that muft give an account. It is to fpeak 
of God after the moft refpe6tf ul manner, that 
others may learn by your example to love and 
reverence him. It is to be pleafed and re- 
joice when God is honoured; when things go 
as God would have them ; when juftice, piety, 
and charity, do thrive and are encouraged; 
and to be grieved when God's laws are tranf- 
greffed, neglefted, or defpifed. Laftly, it is 
to fubmit to God's vnll, and what he orders 
for you; and to fuffer any thing rather than 
knowingly and wilfully to offend God; and 
to deny yourfelf every thing which you have 
realbnto believe will difpleafe him. 

Having heard all this with ferioufnefs and 
attention, you cannot but come to fome fuch 
refolutions as thefe following : 

* I fee plainly that I can have no fecurity, 
' no real latisfa6lion in life, until I can bring 
' my heart to love God fincerely. In order 
* to this, I will often call to mind the many 

* bleflings 
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* bleflings which I have received frorA God, 
' that I may give him thanks for them, the 

* fureft way to increafe my love for him who 

* has been fo good and kind to me. I will 
^ read or hear his bofy word with care, that I 
^ may know his willy his promifesj and the 

* great reward lie has propofed to his faithful 

* fervants. I will abhor and avoid all fuch 

* perfons, principles, comtJany, and converfa- 

* tion, as may leffen my efteem for and love of 
^ God. I will not let Ihe love of the world 

* poffefs my heart, left I forget God, and for- 

* get that he is my only good. And becaufe 

* love amongft friends is foon loft for want of 

* converfing with one another, I will go to 

* God daily, and lay my wants and my delires 

* before him; particularly, I will beg of God 

* to pour into my heart fuch love towards him, 
^ that I may love him above all things, and 

* that his love may be the commanding prin- 

* ciple of my life.' 

Thefe, I fay, or fome fuch, will be the 
thoughts and refolutions of every fober chrif- 
tian, who has attended to a fermon concerning 
the love of God. And he will be more careful 
to put thefe refolutions in pra6tice, when he 
Conliders — that fuch as do not love God, do 
really hate God, (as monftrous a fm as that 
isj) that is, they wifh that there were no 
fuch a Being to call them to an account for 
their wicked deeds • And they are pleafed with 
fiich men, and fuch arguments, as tend to leflen 
their belief of a future ftate, and a future ac- 
count. 
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count. So dreadful is the fin of hating (that 
is, of not loving) God! 

We will fuppofe again, that you had been 
inftnifted in the meaning and importance of 
the fecond great command — thou shalt love 

THY NEIGHBOUR AS THYSELF. It is proba- 

We you will have been put in mind of the 
great ftrefs that is laid upon this command 
by Chrift himfelf : This commandment have we 
from bim; that he who loveth Gody love his bro- 
ther alfo!" From which you will conclude, 
that nothing can more effeftually recommend 
^ow to the favour of God, than a love for your 
neigbboury fmcc God has placed this duty the 
very next to the love we owe to himfelf. You 
will be careful therefore to remember, what 
you have learned from Chrift himfelf as well 
as from his minifters, whom you are to accoimt 
your neighbour, and how you are to (hew 
your love to him. 

You will remember, that every man is your 
neighbour and your brother, who may be 
benefited by your love. That God is our 
common father, and that all we are brethren. 
That we are all members of the fame body, 
of which Jefus Chrift is the head. That God 
has fo ordered matters, that the members of 
this body fliould depend one upon another. 
That the poor (hall depend upon the rich for 
their fubfiftence; and the rich, whatever they 
think of it, (hall receive a greater advantage 
from the prayers of the poor. 

« I Johniv, 21. 
VOL. I. D You 
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You will then call to mind, how you are to 
exprefs your love to your neighbour. The 
command lays, you are to love him as yourfelf. 
You know, without a teacher, how you love 
yourfelf. That you wifh and take fatisfaftion 
m your own welfare and profperity. That 
you are forry when any evil or mifchief befals 
yourfelf. You do not love to have your own 
faults aggravated, or your good name abufed; 
and how ready you are to find excufes for your 
own miftakes. In fhort, you know very weU 
how you would have others to (hew their love 
for you: and that it is no fmall comfort for 
the ignorant and unlearned, that their duty is 
contained in fo few words, and that they can 
cafily underftand it, by confidering how they 
love, how they would be dealt with themfelves. 

Thefe things confidered, you will, if you 
have any grace in your heart, come to fome 
fuch refolutions as thefe following: 

* I fee that I am bound as a chriftian, and 

* at the peril of my foul, to be juft to, to for- 

* give, and give to, and love and pray for my 

* neighbour, as becomes a difciple of Jefus 

* Chrift. I will therefore do no wrong to any 

* man, though I could hope to be never fo 

* great a gainer by it. I will not opprefs, 

* over-reach, vex, or harrafs others, though it 
' ftiould be in my power. I will not envy my 

* iieighbour*s promerity, nor bear malice in 
f my hegrt, though I could never fo well con- 

* ceal it. I will defpife no man living for the 

* meannefs of his condition, or for the misfor- 
\ tunes that may have befallen himj knowing 
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* very well, that we are all fubje6t to misfor- 

* tunes, to failings, to every tiling that may 

* make a man contemptible. I will be ready 

* to do good with what Grod has bleffed me, 

* and even glad to communicate, knowing that 

* with fuch facrifices God is pleafed. I will 
' not render evil for evil, though revenge is 
' fweet to flefh and blood. If any man is my 

* 'enemy without caufe, I will pray that God 

* would convert him -, liiat he will reftrain and 
*keep him from evil and mifchief, which 

* otherwife will be the greateft injury to 

* \i\mfe\£. I vsrill not fay, 3iat my neighbour 
' does not deferve my love; for ir God fhould 
'deal with me according to my deferts, I 

* fhould be the moft miferable creature alive. 
' I will not dare to fay, fuch a man has injured 
' me, and I will not forgive him; becaufe God 

* himfelf has declared, that juft fb he will deal 

* with me. I will bear with the infirmities 

* of others, hoping that others, and efpecially 

* God himfelf, will bear with mine. I will 
' thus endeavour to exprefs my love to my 

* neighbour out of love to God, who has com- 

* manded me fo to do; and becaufe I believe 
' it will be moft acceptable to the Divine Ma- 

* jefty. And I will beg of God to give me 

* the Ipirit of love ; and that the love of God, 
' and of my neighbour, may be the command- 

* ing principle of my life. And that every 

* night of my life I may lie down to fleep with 

* the fame charitable difpofitions with which 

* I defire and hope to die/ 

c 2 This 
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This will be the true ivay of propitins 
BY SERMONS, and you will return home from 
God's houfe with a blefling. 

We will fuppofe in the next place, that you 
had been inftru6led by God's minifter, con- 
cerning the necejptyy the indifpenjible necejjity of 
AN HOLY LiPE. You would uot fure go 
home, and think no more upon a fubjeft 
which it fo much concerns you to remember. 
For you will have been affured by the Spirit 
of God, as well as by the Minifter of God, 
that without holinefs no man muji fee the Lord. 
That the defign of all the laws and ordinances 
of God is, to make you partaker of a divine na^ 
ture\ that is, to make you holy, that you may 
be capable of being happy. And that we are 
heirs of falvation on no other terms but thefe: 
that we ftudy to pleafe God in the whole cdurfe 
of our lives; and that we muft not fatisfy 
ourfelves with the outward duties of religion, 
which are of no value in the fight of God, if 
they do not help to free us from the flavery 
of fin, and reftore us to the image of God. 

And to oblige you not to be indifferent in 
a matter of fo great concern, you will remem- 
ber, that you have been often told, how very 
different tiie portion of good and bad men is 
fure to be jn the next world. And that if 
you make God your enemy by an unholy life, 
you are for ever undone 

You will then begin to think it worth your 
while to call to mind, in what, as you have 
been often told, tins holinefs confifts. That 
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it is not confined to the time you are at church, 
or at your prayers, but that it muft be the 
work of your whole life. That you niuft be 
holy in your converfatioriy that is, inofFenfive 
and exemplary. Holy in your dealings^ that 
IS, juft and confdentious. Holy with regard 
to God, reverencing every thing that belongs 
to him, hearing his word, refolving to be go- 
verned by his commands; praying to him for 
what you want, and praifing him for his mer- 
cies. That you muft be holy with refpect to 
your neighbour; that is, you muft do him no 
m\&\ne(; you muft relieve him in his necefli- 
ties; you muft pray for him ; and forgive him, 
if be has injured you. Laftly, That you muft 
be holy in what relates to yourJelf\ holy in 
your devotionsy that is, fincere and without hy- 
pocrify; holy in repenting when you have 
done amifs, and returning to your duty with- 
out delay; holy in moderating your affeflions 
for this world, that you may love the Lord 
with all your heart. You muft be holy mprof- 
peritVy tiiat is, not high-minded; holy in ad-- 
verity, that is, patient and refigned to the will 
of God. You muft be holy in your apparel^ 
modeft and free from pride and vanity; holy 
in your diet^ not given to intemperance, to 
gluttony, or drunkennefs ; holy in your di^ 
verfionsy not making them the great bufinefs 
of your life. 

If you are a parent, you muft exprefs your 
holinefs in bringing up your children in the 
ifear pf God; if a mafter^ you muft be holy, 

that 



38 THE TRUE WAY OF 

that is, juft to yowr fcrvants, remembering 
that you yourfelf have a mafier in heaven. 

In ftiort, you will have been told, that no-^ 
thing ought to difcourage you from being as 
holy as poffibly you can be; becaufe God, who 
requires you to be holy, has obliged himfelf 
to affift you with fufficient grace and power; 
and becaufe the more holy you are, the more 
happy you are fiire to be when you die. 

Now, if you have pondered thefe things in 
your heart, you cannot but come to fcwne 
fuch refolutions as thefe following: 

^ I am now convinced, that the manner of 

* my life is the only proof of my being in the 

* favour or under the difpleafure of God. 

* That to lead a carelefs, thoughtlefs, or a ufe- 

* lefs life, will certainly bring upon me the 

* fentence of the fruitlefs tree: Cut it down^ 

* why cumbereth it the ground^ I will therefore 

* endeavour to pleafe God, by being as careful 

* of my ways, and as obedient to his com- 

* mands, as his grace (hall enable me to be. 

* And fince he is fo good as to allow me to 

* call him my father^ I will endeavour to lead 

* fuch a life as becomes the child of fo holy a 
^ father. To this end, I will endeavour to 

* underftand what the will of God is, and will 

* compare my life with thofe rules he has 

* given me to walk by, that I may be fatisfied 

* whether I am, in truth, in the way of holi- 
^ nefs or not. 

* I will not delude myfelf with faying, that 

* every man has his faults, and that God is 

* merciful: 
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* mercijful: for I underftand he i^juji as well 

* as merciful \ that he hates fin in every body 5 

* and that if my faults are fuch as he hates, 

* and has forbidden, and I continue in them, 
' I fhall provoke him to deny me the benefit of 

* his mercy, and fhall feel the feverity of his 
*juftice. I will not therefore, as I love my 

* own foul, live in any known fin, but will 

* keep a flnrifl watch over my heart and aftions, 

* jmd deny myfelf, and part with any pleafure, 

* rather than difpleafe God. Nor will I flatter 
' mvfelf with vain hopes, that I may get habits 
' 01 VvoWnefs hereafter, and before I die ; for if 
• I think it too foon to pleafe God nowy he 
^ may be provoked to deny me his grace, and 
^ then I mall never be holy, never happy. 

* And becaufe good purpofes, without a 

* change of life, will fignify nothing but to 

* condemn me, I will therefore beg of God to 

* touch my heart moft powerfully from above, 
' that I may not only refoke^ but do, what he 

* would have me/ 

Such refolutions as thefe, every Chriftian 
fhould make, when he hears the word of God 
read or preached. And, indeed, it is plainly 
for waiit of minding the things they hear, and 
for want of pondering them in their hearts, 
that Chriftians are fo carelefs, fo ignorant y and 
fo ivicked. And thofe very people, who would 
not for the world deny their religion, or give 
up their hopes of heaven, are yet in danger of 
never going to heaven, becaufe they would 
not hear with attention their duty or their 
danger, nor ponder them in their hearts. 
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People do not tonfider, that want of learn- 
ing will be no excufe in a chrilHan country, 
for their being ignorant of their duty. Such 
as will attend the church, and pray for God's 
grace, and hear his word with a ferious and 
devout temper, and praftife what they know, 
' are in as fure a way of happinefs as the moft 
learned. Take heed^ therefore^ bow ye bear: 
and if you would indeed profit by hearing, 
and cany a blefling home with you, imprint 
upon your heart fome fuch truths as thefe: 
* This is God's minifter; what he delivers 

* is God's word. I mind attentively my bet- 

* ters when they fpeak to me, and I lay it up 
« in my heart: and fhall I forget what my 

* Maker has faid as foon as I am got from his 
*prefence? God forbid. I will rather go 

* home, and confider with myfelf what ufe I 

* ought to make of what I have heard, and 

* will order my life accordingly.' 

Do fo; — and God will increafe your know- 
ledge and your graces. And the word which 
you hear will become indeed the word of fal- 
vation (as St. Paul calls it) to every one that 
believeth, and fo receives it. 

And may our bleffed Lord, who has caufed 
all holy fcriptures to be written for our learn- 
ing, grant that we may in fuch wife hear, 
mark, learn, and inwardly digeft them, that 
by patience and comfort of his holy word, we 
may embrace and ever hold faft the bleffed 
hope df everlafting life, which he has given us 
in our Saviour Jefiis Chrift, 

To whom, &c. 
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THE TRUE WAY OF PROFITING BY SERMONS. 



VOUCHSAFE, O Lord, to direft mc, and blcfs this difcourfc for 
die good of my flock ; that they may glorify Thee for the 

. truths they (hall hear, and for the blefHng they (hall receive, by 
the miniftry of the moil unworthy of thy fervants, O Soverdgn 
Paftor ! Amen. 



LUKE viii. 1 8. 

TAKE HEED HOW YE HEAR: FOR WHOSOEVER HATH, 
TO HIM SHALL BE GIVEN; AND WHOSOEVER HATH 
NOT, FROM HIM SHALL BE TAKEN EVEN THAT WHICH 

HE SEEMETH TO HAVE.* 

I Have already, in a former difcourfe, ex- 
plained to you what our Lord means by 
this eameft caution; namely, To afTure us, 
that according to the meafure of our love for 
God's word, our attention in hearing it, and 
our care to profit by it, fhall be the meafure 
of grace which God will give us. 

I have already fhewed you the danger of 
living under the light of the gofpel, and not 
being bettered by it : our Saviour fays exprefs- 
ly, ^at it jhall be more tolerable for Sodom and 
Gomorrah in the day of judgment^ than for fucb 
people: becaufe the word which you hear is 

* See Amos viii. ii. Matth. xviii. 4. Heb. ii. i, 2, &c. \ 
Theff. ii. 13. iv. i. James i. zx. 

''not 
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« not the word of men, but in truth the word 
^' of God-" 

This is my beloved Son^ faith God, hear ye 
him. And it is his gofpel we preach, we ex- 
plain, we prefs upon you. It is him you de- 
Ipife, when you mind not what is faid to you 
by his minifters. And on the other hand, 
when you come to church with a ferious, 
teachable temper, and hear his word with 
reverence and fubmiffion, you do moft cer- 
t^nly engage him to enlighten your minds 
with faving truth. 

It was for this reafon I propofed to fhew 

your THE TRUE WAY OF PROFITING BY SER- 
MONS; by (hewing you how every Chriftian 
ought and may moft profitably apply the things 
he hears to himfelf, and form fuch refolutions 
as are moft likely to influence his pra6tice. I 
have already done this on feveral praftical 
fubje6ls, fuch as moft nearly concern a chrif- 
tian life; and ftiall now proceed to others of 
like importance. 

Let us then fuppofe, that you have heard a 
difcourfe concerning the danger of keep-- 
ING BAD company — of coiwerjing with peopU 
of wicked principles or wicked lives. 

To be fure you will have been put in mind, 
how many have been ruined by an unvdfe 
phoiee of fuch companions ; how many have 
got habits of idlenefs, of intemperance, of 
trifling away their time and their eftates; 
t>ave been, ftrarigely corrupted both in their 
principles and igt their maiyiers, 
• You 



PROFITING BT SERMONS. 43 

You will, with great truth, have been af- 
fured, that in all companies where men make 
a mock of fin, fpeak lightly of God, and pro- 
fanely of any thing that belongs to him ; there 
Satan infallibly governs, infpires his agents, 
and more or lefs infefts all that are prefent;— 
that you will in time be content to hear the 
moft ferious things made a jeft of, and to wifh 
inwardly that the things you were taught to 
believe were not true, and that there was no 
God to call you to an account. 

You do not know but the company you are 
ioivd of are Atheifts, men under the govern- 
ment of Satan: if you live as they do, you 
will iti time believe as they do, whatever at 
prefent you may think of it. 

You will have been affured, that nothing 
more provokes God to deprive men of his 
Holy Spirit, and of his graces, than the fre- 
quenting of wicked company, where things 
Hateful to God are faid and done. 

Laftly; you will have heard, from the in- 
fpired writer, that winey and new wine^ take 
away the heart -y [/. e, the underftanding:] and 
every one who is given to drinking and com- 
pany will find it fo to his forrow, when it may 
be too late to return to a fober mind; fad 
emerience convincing us, that one need but 
tafte a finful pleafure, or frequent bad^eom- 
pany a very little while, to be very fond of 
them, and a flave to them. 

If I fhould obferve any young perfon very fe- 
rious and attentive when he hears thefe truths, 

I fliould 
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I ftiould conclude that fuch perfon will make 
fome fuch reflc6lions as thefe following : 

* I thank God that I have had this fair 
' warning given me. I am convinced that bad 

* company has cofl many a man very dean I 

* have within me the fame feeds of wicked- 

* nefs with other people; and if God leaves 
'■ me to my own choices, and I make choice 

* of bad company, I (hall be as wicked as the 

* worft of them; my heart will be infefted, 

* my faith weakened, my good purpofes cool- 

* ed, and all my graces injured. I am con- 

* vinced of the difficulty of getting out of the 

* fnare, and of breaking off evil habits; and 

* that if I provoke God to withdraw his Spi- 

* lit, I never can repent, never can return to 

* a fober mind. I will therefore keep in my 

* mind the words of the apoftle, — Evil com^ 

* munications corrupt good manners \ and I am 

* refolved, by the grace of God, to avoid, as 

* I would the devil, the company of all fuch 
5 by whofe loofe principles and lewd examples 
' my faith may be corrupted, or my morals 

* endangered.' 

I perfuade myfelf that all young perfons, 
who have any grace left, will make fome fuch 
refolutions as thefe, and will beg of God the 
grace to keep them. 

How many difcourfes have Chriftians heard 
concerning another reigning vice, the sins 

OF IMPURITY, FORNICATION, AND UNCLEAN- 

NEss, without being bettered by what either 
God or his Minifters have faid upon thofe 

fubjefts* 
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fubjefts. They have heard, for inftance, 
God's exprefs declaration, '* That whoremon- 
«* gers and adulterers God will judges that 
** they (hall have their part in the lake that 
** bumeth witli fire and brimftone.'** That 
God abhors fuch as fall into thefe fins, and do 
not immediately repent and forfake them. 

They have as often been put in mind of 
the difficulty of forfaking thefe fins 5 becaufe 
thefe fins do blind the underftanding, wafte 
and harden the confcience, blot out all good 
purpofes, grieve the Spirit of God, drive him 
item them, and give the devil the greateft 
power over thofe that live in them. They fee 
with their own eyes, the pains people take to 
conceal thefe vices; which fhould convince 
Chriftians how ftiameful they really are. 
And they have often heard what St. Paul has 
laid of thefe fins: ** That they are fuch as 
" fhould not fo much as be named among 
« Chriftians." 

Laftly, Chriftians know that God has ap- 
pointed lawful marriage as a means to prevent 
thefe fins, fo hateful to God, and fo deftruc- 
tive to men. And yet this unclean fpirit 
rdgns in the world without controul; very 
many fall into thefe fins, many live in them, 
and too many make a jeft of them. 

What can be the reafon of this? Why: 
Chriftians, when they hear thefe things, do 
not mind them; they do not think of them 
after they leave the church; they do not pon- 
der them in their hearts. 

^ Hebrews xiii. 4. YoUUg 
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Young people, when they hear thefe things, 
fhould afk themfelves fome fuch queftioil% 
as thefe: 

* Do I really believe, that, by falling into 
thefe fins, I fhall lofe the favour of God, 
and muft expefl: a moft fearful judgment if 
I continue in them ? I dare not fay I do 
not believe this: and if I do believe thefe 
truths, my crime will admit of no excufe; 
I fhall be felf-condemned, and loft irrecover- 
ably, and ruined for ever, if I go on and 
continue in fuch fins as thefe. I will not 
flatter myfelf that God will be merciful to 
me, though I continue in fin; he was the 
fame merciful God who, for thefe fins, de- 
ftroyed Sodom and Gomorrah with fire from 
heaven# I am to judge by this of God'^ 
mercy when it is abufed. I will not ven- 
ture upon thefe fins in hopes of repenting 
before I die; for at the beft I can but repent 
for myfelf; I cannot repent for thofe I fliall 
corrupt, whofe blood will be required at 
my hands. I will not make myfelf eafy, 
becaufe I may hope to hide my crimes; for 
I am aflfured, that God will bring to light 
the hidden works of darknefs, when dp 
ftouteft, hardeft heart fhall be afhamed-wl 
made to tremble. I will therefore endea*- 
vour to imprint thefe terrors upon my heart, 
and preferve my innocence, as I love my 
own foul. I will avoid, as much as I can, 
all temptations to thefe fins; idlenefs, in- 
temperance; all company that make ajeft 

•of 
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^of thefe crimes; all people that have loft 

* their modefty; all whom the devil has in- 

* fpired with immodeft ftories, filthy difcourfe, 
*kwdfongs; in fhort, all that difcover, by 

* their idle talk and wanton behaviour, that 

* they only want to be tempted, that they 

* only want an occafion, to be lewd.' 

If the devil, as be fure he will, lays a temp- 
tation in my way, a young man, who has any 
grace left, will fay, in the words of Jofeph, on 
the like occafion. How can I do this great 
wichednefsj and Jin agatnji God? 

A woman, who has not quite loft her mo- 
defhr, wiJJ, on the like occafion, argue with 
Aerfeif in the words of Tamer, David's daugh- 
ter: /, whither Jhall I caufe my Jhame to gOj if 
I confent to this foul crime? 

And knowing that I have not the power of 
refifting temptations in my own hands, I will 
pray to God every day of my life, to give me 
grace and ftrength to refift all temptations, 
which will coft me fo very dear. 

And fuch as have been fo unhappy as to 
have fallen into thefe fins will repent forth- 
\dth, and be very watchful for the time to 
come, if they will but think ferioufly of the 
words of Chrift; that the unclean fpirit willre^ 
turn with/even others more wicked than himfelf: 
and then what deftruflion will they make! » 

Thefe are the refleftions that Chriftians 
fliould make, and will make, if they have any 
grace, when they hear a difcourfe of the dread- 
Jul confequence of fins of impurity. 

There 
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There is another very great and very com- 
mon fin, very little minded; however, I would 
beg you would lay to heart both the guilt and 
the curfe that attends it. It is tbefn of pro- 
faning the name of God to idle or wicked 
purpofes. 

This is done every day, without fear and 
without thought; though it is a fin moft dif- 
pleafing to God, for which he will not hold 
men guiltlefs; that is, he will pvmifli them 
in an extraordinary manner: becaufe the im- 
pious cuftom of fwearing in common converfa^ 
tion ftrikes direftly at the honour of God; it 
makes his name^ that is, God himfelf, con- 
temptible; it leffens men's efteem and reve- 
rence for him that made them ; and treats him 
as an idol, which can do them neither good 
nor hurt. By this impious cuftom, men come 
to lofe the fear of an oath; fo that oaths arid 
vows are no manner of rule by which we 
can judge whether they foeak true or falfew 
From common fwearing they come to curfing 
themfelves and others; from curfing to bla{- 
phemv, and from blafphemy to downright 
atheifpi; to fay, at leaft to wifli, that there 
was no God. 

You will therefore, when you hear thefe 
things, as ever you hope to efcape the ven- 
geance of God; you will lay thefe truths to 
heart, and refolve with yourfelf as follows: 

* I will always endeavour to fpeak of God 
* with an awe and reverence upon my mind. 
' If I am called to take 2ifolemn oatby I will. 

* confider 
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•confider the meaning and terror of thofc 

* words with which it is bound upon me, so 
' HELP you-God! and then I fhall conclude, 

* that as ever I expeft the help of God when 

* I fhall moft want it, I am bound to fpeak 

* the very truth'. As for raft)^ cujiomary oaths% 
^ I will abhor the appealing to God, as every 

* man does who fwears, with a lie or a trifle 

* in my mouth. If ever I fhall be fo unhappy 
' as to be furprized into fuch a fin, I will im- 

* mediately beg God's pardon, and refolve to 

* do fo i\o more. And lefl fuch oaths fhould 

* become lefe dreadful to me, and more fami- 

* liar, / will avoid, as I would the devil, or 
' leave the company of every man who is ^vert 
' to fuch vices, left I fhould provoke God to 

* leave me to myfelf, and left I fhould become 

* as bad as the worft* 

• That I may not take the name of God in 
' vain, when I am at my prayers, and wor- 

* fhipping him, I will endeavour that my 

* words and heart fhall go together. To this 

* end I will confider, that all the prayers of 

* the church begin with fuch exprefnons as 
' are moft proper to make us mind to whom 
*we fpeak; that it is — to an Almighty Godj 

* and merciful Father^ to whom all hearts are 

* apeny all dejires known \ who is the fountain of 

* allwifdom and goodnefsy the creator and pre- 
^ferver pf mankind', whofe nature and property 

* is always to have mercy and to forgive^ 

Thefe and fuch expreffions, if attended to, 

will call back a roving mind, and fix it upon 

VOL. I. E the 
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the duty you are about; will awaken the moft 
carelefs, and melt down the moft ftubborn 
heart. 

Whoever comes to thefe refolutions, which 
all people will do who are afraid to take God's 
name in vain^ will not often fpeak ^'God, or 
to God, without thoughty without reafon^ arid 
without reverence. 

The next great fin to this is that of pro- 
faning THE lord's day. You hear the 
command of Gpd touching this fin, and your 
duty, every fuch day. And you hear your 
duty often prefled upon you in fermons ; and 
too often you return home without profiting by 
the one or the other. 

Do but confider the reafon of this: — Why 5 
you do not attend ferioufly to what you heari 
or you forget it as foon as you leave the 
churchj or you do not apply the truths you 
hear to yourfelf, or come to any fober rcfbiu- 
tions concerning them. For is it poffible that 
you ihould hear and believe that God has ex- 
prefsly comm^ded one day in feven to be kept 
holy? That he bath Mejed that day, that is, he 
has joined an efpecial blefling to the due obfer- 
vation of it. That it is a day dedicated to the 
honour and worfhip of God, and of jefus 
Chrift our Saviour. That if men were not 
on thefe days put in mind of the duty they 
owe to God; and if certdn perfons were not 
by his command appointed to keep up th^ 
kndwledge of God, and of our dependence 
upon him> wefhould foon lofe the knowledge 
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of the true God, (as many nations have done) 
allfenfe^ of piety, all concern for what muji 
come hereafter, whether men know, whether 
they think of it or not. And laftly, that fuch 
as do not keep this day holy, by going to the 
aflemblies or the faithful, do, in effeft, ex- 
communicate themfelves. 

Is it poflible, I fay, that a Chriftian, when 
he is put in mind of thefe truths, fhould not 
come to fome fuch firm refolutions as thefe: — 

* I will confider who it is that has given 

* toe lius command: that it is He who gives 

* me ali mj time, and who bleffeth all my la- 
' hours. I will confider what it is he has com- 
'manded me: why; that I fhould, for one 

* day in feven, leave all my worldly cares and 

* concerns in his hands, whofe blefling upon 

* one day's labour is of more value than the 

* whole week's work without it: and that I 

* fhould dedicate this day to his honour; to 

* give him thanks for his care over me; to 

* acknowledge and adore his infinite perfec- 

* tions, las power ^ his wtfJom, his goodnefsy his 

* truthy and his jujiice. And laftly, to ac- 

* knowledge my own miferj without his 

* bleffing; and that I am fubjeft to ignorance^ 
' to nvant^ to troubles ^ tojicknefs^ to firty and to 
*. deathy even to death eternal. 

* I will therefore refolve, as ever I hope for 

* a bleffing in this life, or for happinefs m.the 

* next, / will remember the Loras day to keep 
' k holy. I will go to the houfe of God,.and 

* confefs my own unworthinefs, andhisinfi- 

E 2 * nite 
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* nite goodnefs. I will appear before Cod, 
'* with my heart as well as with my body. I 

* win confefs my fins unto God, and hope for 

* a fhare in the abfolution pronounced by his 

* minifter in his name. I will attend to his 

* word, and fay a ferious Amen to the graces 

* and bleffings there prayed for: and I will 

* receive, with the greateft devotion, the Jolemn 
« blejjing of the prieft of God, by which he 

* dilmifleth the congregation; becaufe I have 

* the fure pfomife of God himfelf,^ that his 

* bleffing mall attend the bleffing pronounced 

* by his prieft. 

* I will then return home, and confider fe- 

* rioufly what I have heard, and then I will 

* lay all my own particular warits before^ the 

* throne of grace. I will confider, that it is 
« God's own day 5 that it is the day of giving 

* pardon to finnersj of giving grace to the 

* humble; of giving comfort to the affli6ted; 

* 6f riving ftrength' to the weak; of giving 
^ bleffings to all that call upon him in fincerity. 

* And laftly, I will pray God to deliver me 

* from all thofe ways by which this good day 

* is generally profaned. Nor will I fpend 

* that time in idlenefs, vajloth^ in triflings with a 

* carelefs indifference, which is confecrated to 

* the honour of God, and defjgned to prepare 
' me for an eternal reft hereafter.' 

Make fuch refolutiohs as thefe, when you 
heair this duty recommended and explained; 
and depend upon God for his bleffing upon 
thetn* 

> Numb, vi, 23, Zcz. When 
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When one confiders what fteps people take 
from one fin to another, till they become very 
often both hardened ^ndi reprobate ^y one muft 
conclude, that fuch people never ferioufly at- 
tended to what the Scriptures have told us 
concerning the deceitfulness of sin. That 
if men will not retain God in their knowledge ^ 
Godwin give them up to a mind void of juag^ 
menty to work all iniquity with greedinefs. 

That this has been the cafe of an infinite 
number of people, who have fallen into crimes 
and courfes, which once in their lives they 
abYvorred the thoughts of: that the moft pro^ 
fligate finntrs did once hate thofe vices they 
now arc ib fond of; and were afraid of that 
God, whofe threats and judgments they ;zow 
never mind, or fear: that moft people, be- 
fore they were corrapted, did blum, and 
ftart, and were afhamed of doing a bafe, or 
an unworthy thing, which now never difturbs 
them: that when men have once loft the fear 
of God, they will do what pleafeth themfelves, 
though all the world fees their folly, and what 
iheir end will be: and that there is no wick- 
ednefs that can be named, which fuch peo-* 
pie have not at laft fallen into: — ^We have 
very many fcripture examples which confirm 
this truth- 

• A prince,* beloved of God, but giving way 
to his lufts, firft corrupts the wife, and then 
murders her hufband. His fon,^ by the fame 
fteps, falling into grofs and fenfelefs idolatry. 

« David, . ^ Solomon. 

Another 
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Another great man* afking the prophet, 
^« Am I a dog, to do fuch things as you fay I 
** (hall one day come to do?" Which yet he 
afterwards did without fcrUple. 

By thefe inftances you mould be convin- 
ced,' that neither the greateft wifdom, nor the 
beft education, nor the greateft favours o£ 
God, nor the good opinion we may have of 
our own fenfe and.refolutions, can fecure us,' 
when once we give way to our own appetites 
to do what God has forbidden. 
^ You fee a common fwearer. You think little 
of it. ' You efteeiii it a frdilty only. You do 
not fee the end of this fin ; that it leads to im- . 
piety, to perjury, to atheifm, and damnation. \] 
• You fee a tiplery or a drunkard. The fiiL 
is fq cohimon you mind it not. You do noiT 
fee the end of it; his family and his affairs ai*.^ 
negle6led; God and religion, and his foul, arc' 
theleaftof his thoughts orconcerti; he grpws^ 
Ibttifli and thoughtlefs, contrafts diftempers/ 
and dies hardened, or in defpair. 

You fee another given to lenjod^ filthy^ oxpro^ 
fane talk. You laugh with him, and fee no 
harm in it. You would tremble if you could 
fee what this leads to. He grows debauched,' 
becomes fearlefs of offending God, hardened 
in wickednefs and infidelity, and is taken off;^ 
in his fin. This does not affe6t you, becaufe 
you are yet alive. 

If people will defpife the Lord's day; neg^ 
left the ordinances; refufe to hear God's 
word, or to know his will; he will withdraw 

* Hazael. his 
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his graces, they will grow more carelefs, and at 
laft profefledly wicked, and rii>e for judgment. 

You have often heard what St. Paul ob- 
ferves, that infidelity, the not retaining God 
in their knowledge^ was the occafion of the 
Anleft fins that ever were thought of. You 
may be afTured of it, the fame caufe will at all 
limes have the fame dreadful effefts. 

In Ihort, the beginning of fin is not re- 
garded; but one evil habit certainly begets 
another, till men forget God; till God for- 
fakes them, and leaves them to themfelves ; 
tSl they have filled up the meafure of their 
finsj and till God fends upon' them fwift dc- 
Amdion. 

Well then; will you hear fuch truths as 
thefe without profiting by them ? Can you 
poffibly leave tne church without coming to 
fome luch refleftions and refolutions as thefe 
following: — 

* I fee plainly, that human nature is the 
*fame, and extremely corrupt in all men: 

* that without the grace of God, we can do 
^ no good thing: that if by my fins I (hould 

* grieve the Spirit of God, and force him to 

* leave me to myfelf, I cannot forefee what I 

* ihall do; what I fliall be; what doom I fhall 

* faring xijpoxi myfelf. I am convinced, that if 

* I defire to avoid the greater fins, I muft re- 

* Iblve to refift the very beginnings of fin, the 
' very leaft thing that I believe will difpleafe 

* God; and that if I do not do fo, and get 

* once out of God's way, one* fin will infalli- 

^bly 
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blv lead to another. I fee what blindnefs, 
wnat wickednefs, finners have been capable 
of, when once tliey have been left to them- 
felves : that they could neither tbinky nor a£t^ 
nor Ihcy like men that had reafon. I will 
endeavour (will every ferious Chriftian fay) . 
I will live in the fear of God, that I may 
never confent to known iniquity. This is 
the only fecurity againft the greateft crimes; 
to be af rdd of thofe judgments which God , 
has threatened to finners, and of thofe ways 
which he has afliired us will be our ruin." 
I will not, therefore, go againft my confci- 
eiice in the leaft thing, whatever; being, 
thoroughly convinced, that I cannot take. 
Up when I pleafe. I fee the danger of con- =^ 
tinning in any known fin: if therefore li^i. 
fhall be fo unhappy as to fall into fin, I will \\\ 
follow the example of holy David: I made 
hajley fdd he, ana delayed not j to keep thy comm, 
tnandments. And I will walk humbly before 
God, knowing that I have nothing of my 
own to boaft of s neither my own reafci^ 
nor my own ftrength, nor my beft refolu^ 
tions, will fecure me from falling into fio, 
without the help of God. 
* I have the comfort of knowing — that 
while I fear to offend^ and fincerely defire to 
pleafe God, I fhall be under the proteftion 
of his good providence : he will give his holy 
angels charge concerning me; he will in- 
fpire me with a dread of fuch things as 
^ would hurt me; fupport me mider tempta- 

* tioas 5 
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' ^n$', correfl me when I am going wrong; 
*mdken my confcience; lay reftraints upon 
'my paflions; and keep me from fuch fins 

* as are the ruin of thofe that forget God. In 

* Ihort, the wrath of God is, in me gofpel of 
' Chrift, fo plainly revealed againft all that 

* Jive wickedly, that all fuch as do fo will (to 

* make their minds eafy) either repent and for- 

* fake their fins, or ftrive to blot the know*- 
« ledge of God out of their minds, and turn 

* infidels . For fear, therefore, of falling into 

* that moft dreadful judgment, I will refblve, 

* by the grace of God, not to live in any 
« known nn, left in time I become an atheift/ 

TAefe are the refolutions, or fome fuch as 
thefe, that you fhould make when you hear 
aiermon concerning the deceitfulnefs of Jin^ 
and the Jleps Jinners take to their ruin. 

Chnmans muft never hope to efcape fall- 
ing into fins of every kind, who do not feri- 
oofly attend to what God has made known to 
us concerning the nature of temptations and 
TRIALS, and the way not to be hurt by them. 

They are charged, as they value their fouls, 
to watch againft temptations, and to pray 
continually, that they may not fall into or be 
overcome by them. They are affured, by the 
Spirit of God, that the devil is perpetually 
ieeking whom he may devour, finding them 
oflF their guard, and from under God's pro- 
teftion. They are put in mind of their own 
frailty, that they may look up to God perpe- 
tually, and depend upon his grace. They 

are 
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are over aiid oyer again told, that there is no 
condition of life but what is fubje6l to jtemp- 
tations ; that every man Uving has reafon to be 
upon his guard againft the wiles of thfe devil, 
(ince he had power to prevail with Judas to 
betray the Son of God himfelf, with the chief 
of God's priefts to accufe him nloft wrong- 
fully, and with Pilate to condemn him againft 
his confcience. They have the example of 
our firll parents, to convince them how weak 
they are, and what will be the effefts of giving 
way to the fuggeftions of the devil. They 
fee, every day, Chriftians who have vowed to 
renounce the devily the world, and the lt0s 
oftbefejhy as much led by them as the very 
heathens. 

Thefe things, one fhould hope, might 
awaken Chriftians, and make them flee from the 
"HQrath to comey but, God knows, it is too often 
that they are never minded. 

Chriftians hear them with indifference; they 
leave the church, and Satan cometh immedi-- 
ately, and taketh the word of out of their he art s, 
left they fl^ould believe and he faved. They meet 
with temptations at every turn, and are drawn ■ 
away either by their lufts, or by evil examples^ 
and are in the direft way of ruin. 

Why now, what do people come to church 
fori but to be put in mind of thefe things, 
that they may lay them up in their hearts; 
and that they may in good earneft pray to b&/ 
delivered from evil? 

Let 
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Let us befeech vqu, therefore, good Chrif- 
tians, when your near fuch truths as thefe— 
ponder them in your hearts, and come to fome 
refolutions about them. 

Say to yourfelves — ' I have this day been 

* told, (what i hope I Ihall not forget) that 

* I have a \yatchful enemy to deal with; that 
' I have a very corrupt tieart, too ready to 

* yield, to his fuggeltions ; and that I nave 

* bad examples, too many, to lead me affray, 

* and, to my ruin. I dare not, therefore, pre- 

* fame upon my own ftrength, upon my own 

* vnJdpm, or conduct; but my whole truft Jhall 

* he In God. I will moft earneftly beg of him 

' not to leave me to my own choices, but to 

' difcover to me the dangers I am liable to, 

' and that he will enable me to rejiji and over- 

' come them, I have been afTured, that God's 

* grace is fufficienti and therefore I will neither 

* defpair nor be dejefted. I will never run 

* into the temptations which, in my daily 

* prayers, I pray God I may not be led into. 
*I will remember the word of God: Let 

* him that thinketh he Jlandethy take heed kji 

* he fall. Neither will I hearken unto the 

* fuggeftions of the devil, but. resist him, 

* (as I am exhorted by the Apoftle) and then 

* I am affured, that he cannot get an advantage 

* over me. I will confider who it is that puts 

* me upon forbidden things: that it is the 

* fame Satan who faid to our Saviour, All thefe 
^things will I give thee: that it is the fame 

* evil fpirit, or his angels, who fuggefts to 

me — 
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* me — that pleafure will not hurt you; — that 
*^ revenge is fweet, — that gain, thofe riches, 
^ will make you happy/ 

It is the fame fpint that would make you 
believe, that there is no hurt in an idle, ufe- 
lefs life; that there is no harm in fpending 
your eftate or your time; that they are your 
own, and you may do what you pleafe with 
them. It is the fame Satan, that tempts you 
to negleft the worfhip of God, and to think 
it a burthen; that perfuades you to believe, 
that you have time enough to repent in, and 
to lead a new life; and that in the mean time 
you may follow the defires of your own heart, 
Laftly, it is the fame evil fpirit, who when 
you purpofe to lead a new life, and forget, 
your good purpofes; it is the fame fpirit that 
takes with himfeven other fpirit s more wicked 
than himfelf in order to make your condition 
more defperate. 

You will confider, therefore, what you lofe 
by not attending to, and profiting by, God's 
word; by not pondering it in your heart; and 
by not refolving to be governed by it: that 
is, you are like to lofe your foul. 

God deliver us ail from fuch negligence and 
blindnefs; and give us grace to hear^ and at-^ 
tend to, and remember y and profit by, his holy 
word; through Jefus Chrifl: our Lord. 

To whom, &c. 
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LUKE VIII. 18. 

TAKB HEED HOW YE HEAR: FOR WHOSOEVER HATH, 
TO HIM SHALL BE GIVEN; AND WHOSOEVER HATH 
HOT, PROM HIM SHALL BE TAKEN EVEN THAT WHICH 
HE SIEMETH TO HAVE.* 



J Have already confidered thefe words, and 
this warning, of our Lord; as alfo the 
great hazard Chriftians run, who live under 
tile ordinances of the gofpel, and do not 
profit by them. 

If it be a great misfortune not to know 
tiie gofpel, (as moft fure it is) it is a much 
greater, to hear and to know the truths of the 
go^l, and not to mind them. It was this 
great fin with which the prophet Ezekiel 
charged the people of Ifrael: This people have 
eyes to fee y and jee not-y they have ears to hear, 
and bear not. And it was the fame crime with 
which our Saviour fo often charged the Tews, 
their pofterity ; and which was at 'laft the 
caufe of their deftruftion: Hearing, ye hear, 
and ivilt not underjland. 

*' See Ezek. xiL 2. Hodviii. 12. Matth. xiii. 14. Luke 
n. 47. Jdm xii« 48. ACU iii. 23. James i* 21, 22. 

And 
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And to fuch as had ears to hear, that is, the 
ears of the heart, he gave the charge fet down 
in the text, 7ake heed how ye bear: for ac- 
cording to the meafiire of your attention, and 
your fincere defire to profit by what you hear, 
will be the meafure of the grace and know- 
ledge which God will give you. 

Purfuant to this ftrict charge of our Lord 
and Saviour, I fhall continue to fhew you the 
true way of profiting by what you hear, of 
PROFITING ir SERMONS. And be a(ruredx)f 
it, Chriftians, that your falvation in a great 
meafure depends upon your doing fo. Bleffei^ 
are they, faith our Lord, that hear the word ^J 
God, and keep it^ And he aflures iis in an- 
other place, "^ that the not profiting by thcjl 
word of God will be punifhed more feverelyl 
than the greateft crimes. |' 

I fhall ufe no more words to perfuade ypu/ 
now, and at all times, carefully to mind what 
you hear from God's word, and from his mi^ 
nijiers: but I fhall proceed (as I have done 
before) to fhew you how you may profit by 
fbme of the mofl important fubjefts which 
you will hear very often preffed upon you. . 

For inftance: There are no fubjefts which 
Chriftians are more Concferned to underiljuict 
and lay to heart, than thofe which are called 
THE FOUR LAST THINGS, namely, jL)eaibi 
Judgment, Heaven, aftd HelL Death is not' 
to be avoided — the time uncertain 3 the fudg^' 
ment which mufl follow, will be without ap- 

* Luke xi. 28. « Luke x. 14. * 

pealj 
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ftalj and the fentence will feiid us either to 
heaven or hell. 

Will you, good Chriftians, hear thefc fub- 
jefts at any time explained, and preffed upon 
you, without laying them to heart? God for- 
mA Every man that wifhes well to his own 
i&ul,will (when he hears thefe things) argue 
and refolve with himfelf after fome fuch way 
as this: — 

* I have this day been put in mind of fome 

* truths, which I have not confidered fo well 

* «s I fhould have done, — that the fentence of 

* dfatb is already faffed upon mej and that God 

* mfy knows when that fentence will be put in 

* execution. That whenever it is put in exe- 

* cution, the moment I die, my fate is dcter- 

* mined for ever. That I muft not fay, when 

* I die there will be an end of me^ fo far from 
' that, that then will begin my happinefs or 

* mifery. And laftly, that God may be pro- 

* voked to fhorten my days, when he fees that 

* I am like to make no good ufe of them: it 
*w.as fo done by the unfruitful tree: Cut it 
^down; why cumbereth it the ground^ How 

* very ferious fhould this make me, and all 

* that hear and believe thefe things ! 

*For my own part,' (will every ferious 
' Chriftian fay to himfelf) ' I will, by the 

* grace of God, be no longer deaf to this call, 

* nor flatter myfelf, that my time^ my repent- 

* ^«c^, vayfahation^ will be always in my own 

* power. I will confider, as I have been ex- 

* Wed- to do, what I was fent into the world 

* for: 
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* for J— that I am upon my trial; and that as 

* I behave myfelf well or ill hereyl (hall be 

* happy or miferable when I die. That if my 
« corrupt nature be not changed for the better 

* before I leaye this world, I muft never hope 
^ to go to heaven. I will not forget what I 

* have been put in mind of i what a dreadful 

* thing it will be, if I fhould be furprifed by 

* death, while I am leading a carelefs^ a ufelefsy 
^ or ^Jinful life-^ before I have done any good 

* in my generation ; and when I have nothing 

* to look back on, but what muft render me 

* altogether unworthy of mercy. 

* That this may not be my fad cafe when I 

* come to die, I will no longer defer making 

* my peace with God by a fpeedy repentance, 

* left my cafe grow every day more defperate, 

* as moft furely it will; and that I may have 

* time to bring forth fruits meet for repentance ^ 

* — the only fure lign thai my repentance was 

* fincere! 

* In the next place, that I may not be dif- 

* trafted with the cares of tins world, when 

* my thoughts fhould be upon another, I will 

* fettle my worldly concerns while I am in 

* health, and after fuch a manner as no curfe 

* may cleave to any thing J fliall leave behind 

* me. In the mean time, I will endeavour to 

* mortify all my evil and corrupt affeftions, 

* and to wean my heart from the love of a 

* world which I muft leave fo very foon. I 

* will ftrive to live in peace with all the world, 

* and every night lie down to fleep with the 

. ^ fame 
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* fame charitable difpofitions with which I 

* defire and hope to die. I will endeavour f o 

* fecure an intereft in the mercy of God, at 
' the hour of death, by afts oijujiice^ mercy ^ 

* and charity y while I live. I will, as I have 
• * been exhorted to do, endeavour always to be 

* found in the way of my duty, that when my 

* Lord comes, he may find me fo doing, and 

* that I may hear thofe comfortable words ; 

* Well done^ good and faithful fervant ! I will en- 

* deavour in the mean time, to be pleafed with 

* all God's choices, that when ncknefs and 

* death approach, it may be no new thing to 

* me to fubmit my will to the will of God. I 
' will conddcr fcknefsy and all thofe affliSiions 

* which lead to deaths as ordered by a gracious 

* God and Father. And that they muft be 

* the effeft of his mercy, who cannot take 

* delight in the miferies of his creatures; and 

* who could take us out of the world with- 

* out the leaft notice, were it for his glory and 

* for our good. 

* Laftly, I will (as I have been taught) con- 

* fider death as a righteous fentence of God 

* pafied upon all men for fin, and w^hich he 

* will gracioufly accept as a facrifice, in imion 

* with that of Jefus Chrift, for all the fins 

* which we have truly repented of. 

* Such a preparation for death as this, I am 

* convinced, will free me from the fear of 

* death, and from all other fears which arc 

* worfe than death. 

VOL. I. p ^ T!he 
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^ nejling of death is Jin \ it is this which 

* makes death frightful. If I can have any 

* reafonable affurance, that my fins will be ^ 
' forgiven, my death vnW then be a paflage 

* only to a much better world; and, if it has 
« not been my own fault, I may fay with, St. 

* Paul, to me to die is gain J 

Thefe are the truths which every Chriftian 
Aiould remember; thefe the refolutions he 
fhould make, whenever he hears a difcourfe 
of deathy in order to the making his peace 
with God; that his death may be a bleffing 
to him, and that he may find mercy at the 
great day of judgment. 

That is another article of a Chrifl:ian man's 
faith, which you will often hear recommended 
to you from the pulpit, and from the word 
of God, as a fubjedl of the greateft concern 
to you. 

For the love, therefore, that you have for _ 
your own fouls, do not read or hear of the 

DAY OF JUDGMENT, without rcfolviug tO 

profit by it. Let every man thinks and argue^ 
Biidrefolve thus with himfelf : — 

* If the bittemefs of death were over when 

* our heads are laid in the grave, it would then 

* be no great matter how we live, or how we 

* die; but when God has exprefsly told us,"* 

* That he has appointed a day in the which he 

* will judge the world in righteoufnefs ; and that 

* he has given the world notice and affurance 
' of this, by his faifing of his Son Jefus Chrift 

^ Afts xvii. 3 1 . 

from 
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* from the dead; this makes it a matter of 

* concern, indeed, how we fpend our lives. 

* He will judge the world in rigbteoufnefsi that 

* is. He will render to every man according 

* to his works done in the body, whether they 

* have been good or evil. 

* How often' (ought every Chriftian to fay 
with concern) ' how often have I heard this 

* without thinking how to prepare for that 

* great day, and tike account I am then to 
. * make! I fee what great reafon the church 

^ had to put that prayer into my mouth. In the 

* hour of deaths and in the day of judgment ^ good 

* Lord deliver me. And I fee too what reafon 

* 1 have never to repeat that prayer but with 

* thegreateft zeal and devotion, that I may find 

* mercy at that day. But tlien (as I hope for 

* mercy at that day) I muft think of it, and 
^ prepare for it; and order my life according 

* to mat law by which I iam then to be jud- 

* ged, acquitted, or condemned. In order to 

* this, I lee I muft (as I have been exhorted 

* to do) notfuffer myfelf to lofe the fight of 

* that great day^ either by bufinefs, pleafures, 

* or diverfions; but my great concern muft 

* be, (will every ferious Chriftian fay to him- 

* felf ) my care muft be, to govern my life 

* and adlions with an eye to the account I 

* muft then give, and the judgment that muft 

* follow. My care muft now be to judge my- 
f felf, that I may not be condemned of the 

* Lord. And the way I have been direfted 
' is this; — never to ftifle or filence my con- 

p 2 ^ Icience, 
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^ fciencfc, but let it pafs a righteous fentence 

* upon every thing I do, ot undertake; and 

* to afk myfelf, upon every occafion, Tome 

* fuch queftions as thefe: — 

' What account ihall I give to my great 
' Judge, for this idle, ufelefs life I now lead? 

* What account can I give for the eftate his 

* providence has put into my hands ? What 

* ufe have I made of the talents he has in- 

* trufted me with ; — of the authority he has 
' given me, in order to promote his honour 
' and the good of my fellow-creatures ; — of 

* the riches he has given me, that I may be 

* able to relieve the neceflities of fuch as are 

* in want; — of the knowledge he has vouch- . 

* fafed me, that I may be able to inftrufl the 
' ignorant ? All thefe I muft then account for, 

* as fure as I now live ; though I am account- 

* able to nobody now, and though I think not 
^ of the account I am to give. Will not this 

* forbidden pleafure, this unrighteous gain, 

* which I have fet my heart upon, will it not 

* one day rife up in judgment againft me? 

* How mall I be able to anfwer for this trou- 

* hie, this wrong, this hardjhip, this unjuft 

* vexation, I am going to give my neighbour? 

* I have it in the power of my hand to do 
\ what I pleafe. Be it {o. But what advan- 

* tage will that be to me, when I fhall have 
^ to do with an Almighty God, who has de- 

* clared, T^hat mighty men fhall be mightily tor- 
^ mented? I have now no rear upon my fpirits. 

* Well 3 but remember that a day is coming, 

* when 
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' when the ftouteft, the ftubbomeft heart 

* upon earth will tremble. 

* What folly, what madnefs, muft it be to 

* provoke Him, by my ungodly deeds, who is 

* to be my judge, to acquit or condemn me!* 

Let that man, who does now blafpheme the 
name of the great God, but think with him- 
felf— How fhall I ftand before him in judg- 
ment? ' I will bring you off— I will gain 

* your caufe,' — faith a Ikilful lawyer: but 
can you bring me off, if my caufe be unjuft, 
when I ihall ftand before the great Judge of 
the world? 

A man may fay to himfelf— This is 3, poor, 
ignorant yfriendlefs perfon I have to deal with; 
I can deal with him as I pleafe. But hold a 
little, and confider ; can you deal as you pleafe 
with him who has declared himfelf to be 
" the helper of the friendlefs; the avenger of 
" the fatherlefs and the widow?" 

Well, fays another thoughtlefs man to 
himfelf, nobody knows, nor fhall know, this 
that I am going about. Alas ! you conclude 
too haftily : does not he know it, to wbofe eyes 
all things are naked and open^ and who has de- 
clared, that he will bring every the moji fecret 
thing into judgment. 

Why (will every thoughtful Chriftian argue 
with himfelf) why fhould I fpend my whole 
life in that which will not profit me in the 
day of judgment? It will not then be afked, 
whether I was rich, or poor; but how I bore 
my poor condition, or what ufe I made of 

my 
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my riches? We are told by our Judge himfelf, 
wnat queftions will be afked at that day. 
And will it not be the higheft wifdom for 
every man to afk himfelf thofe queftions n <w, 
that he may know what anfwers to make?^^ k 

For inftance: — Let me alk myfelf, have I i 
been merciful to poor and needy people, and 
to fuch as were deftitute of help and com- 
fort? If you have not, it concerns you, above 
all things, to confider how you will be able 
to bear that doom which will then be paffed 
by your Judge: Go, ye curfedl into eveAaJiing 
fire: for I was an hungred, and ye gave me no 
meat I naked, and ye clothed me not.'' 

And if this is to be the fad fentence which 
fhall be pafTed upon the hard-hearted and 
uncharitable at the great day, what muft the 
opprejfor expe6l ? What have they to fear, who 
wafte their eftates in riotous living, in pride 
and vanity, while fo many are in want even 
of the necefTaries of life ? What will they 
l^ave to fay for themfelves, who have done 
nothing towards their falvation ? Why; they 
will be in the fad condition of that man, who 
had not on him a wedding garment:^ They will 
ftand fpeechlefs : their fin and their confcience 
will ftop their mouth. 

Such as thefe will be, or ought to be, the 
meditations of every ferious Chriftian, when 
he hears a difcourfe concerning ?i future judg-- 
merit, or when he hears that great day men- 
tioned in fcripture. 

« Matth. XXV. 41, 42. *■ Matth. xxii. 11. 

The 
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The confequence of that judgment is an- 
other of thofe fubjefts which Chriftians (hould 
never forget. It is not J, but your Lord and 
Judge, who tells you what will follow the 
judgment of the great day :*^ — The hour is com-- 
ittg, in the which all that are in the graves jhall 
hear his voice y and come forth \ they that have 
done goody unto the refurreSiion of life -, and they 
that have done evil, unto the refurreStion of 
damnation. 

You hear, good Chriftians, how nearly we 
are all concerned in this revelation of the dif-- 
ferent portions of good and bad men in the next 
world. My purpofe is to fhew you the true 
way of profiting by what you (hall at any time 
hear upon thefe fubjefts. 

For example: When you hear the defcrip- 
tion of HELL, ani the fearful puniftiment of 
impenitent linners, that '* they will be fent 
" to a place of torment 3*"— that they muft 
*^ fufFer the vengeance of eternal fire 3* — that 
" their worm never dieth;'' — that they are to 
" be tormented for ever and ever; and that 
" they fhall feek death, but fhall not find 
" it/'^ — When you hear thefe amazing truths, 
do not ftrive to forget them ; do not go about 
to queftion them, for they are the declarations 
of God himfelf ; and they are revealed to us 
as the ftrongeft motives to repentance and an 
holy life, and that we may never come into that 
place of torment. They are defigned to re- 

B John V. 28, 29. ^ Luke xvi. 28. * Jude 7. 
* Mark ix. 44. ^ Rev. x^. i o. 

ftrain 
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ftrain finncrs from ruining themfelves, and 
will be found truey whether they believe ^ whe- 
ther they think of them, whether they fear 
them, or not. Woe unto you that laugh nowy 
fays our Lord, (that is, that ftrive to divert 
the thoughts of the wrath to com.€) for ye 
fiyall mourn and weep. 

^ I will therefore,' (will eveiy Chriftian of 
fenfe and fobriety fay) * I will abhor and 

* avoid, as I would the devil himfelf, the com- 

* pany and converfation of thofe reprobate 

* men, who make a jeft oifiny of helly and of 
' eternal torments. If it be uneafy to me, and 

* I tremble, when I but think of thefe things, 

* let me conlider the moft deplorable condi- 

* tion of thofe loft fouls, who now feel thofe 

* torments, and who would not be perfuaded 
' to think of, and to fear them, when it was 

* in their power, through the . grace of God, 
^ to efcape them/ 

But then you will remember, that it is not 
enough to fear, unlefs your fears have this 
good efFe6l, to make you fear to offend him, 
who can dejiroy both body and foul in that hdly 
which you tremble to think of. And re- 
member, likewife, that we need not take pains 
to go to that place of torment -y our corrupt na- 
ture will lead us thither of courfe, if we do 
rvotjlrivey if we do not take painsy to avoid it. 

It is for this reafon, and not to fright us 
without caufe, that the Spirit of God has re- 
prefented the portion of the damned as the 
greateft of all evils; that men may be pre- 
vailed 
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vailed on to work out their fahation with fear 
and trembling y that is, with a concern an- 
fwerable to the puniftiment they will efcape 
by fo doing. 

No Chiiftian, who hears and lays this to 
heart, will flatter himfelf, that God will not 
be fo fevere as he has threatened. " The very 
" angels that finned," we are affured, " are 
" referved in everlafting chains of darknefs 
" unto the judgment of the great day." And 
(ofuref as well as fevere^ will the punifhment 
or finners be, that no lefs a facrince than the 
life of his own Son could prevail with God to 
accept of their repentance. So that fuch as 
do not repent have nothing to look for but 
judgment without mercy, as fure as this word^ 
(the Bible) and that God, whofe word it is, 
is true. 

Thefe truths, good Chriftians, you will 
often hear preffed upon you, by God in his 
word, and by his minifters in their fermons. 
Will you not give yourfelves leave to think 
of them after you leave the church ? God 
forbid. I will tell you what you (hould do^ 
that you may profit by them. We fhould, 
every foul of us, reafon and refolve thus with 
himfelf: — 

* I will endeavour to keep in my mind a 

* dread of thofe fearful punifhments, which 
' (I am affured) are to be the portion of thofe 

* who live without fear of what muft come 

* hereafter. I will confider what my religion 

* requires of me, in order to be fecure from 

' thefe 
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* thefe threatened evils. And I will alfo re- 

* member who thofe are, who (as God himfelf 
' hath declared) fhall be condemned to hell, 

* if they do not repent in time/ 

They are flich as know not Gody and that 
obey not the go/pel of our Lord Jefus Chrtji. 
« Thefe (faith the Apoftle") fhall be punifhed 
" with everlafting deftru6tion." So that all 
UNBELIEVERS, and all Chiiftians that live like 
unbelievers, forntcatorsy idolatersy adulterers^ 
effeminatey abufers of themfehes with mankind*, 
all thievesy covetousy drunkardsy revilersy and 
extortioners \ all thefe, without a timely and 
fincere repentance, are to have their portion 
with devils. 

A man mutt be wretchedly cajelefs indeed, 
who can hear this declaration of God him- 
felf, and not think of getting out of the way 
of perdition. And even the beft of men will 
fear for themfelves,^ when they hear our Sa- 
viour declare. That broad is the way that lead- 
eth to deJiru£liony and manyy many there be that 
are in it. i^nd all Chriftians, who give them- 
felves liberty to think of thefe things, will, 
when they are tempted to fin, aflc themfelves 
fome fuch queftions as thefe: — 

' What is it I hazard my foul for? For 

* pleafures that I fhall foon be fick of; for 

* riches that I fhall leave in a very fhort tim6; 

* and for a world that will forget me as foon 

* as I am gone. What will it profit me, when 
' this pleafure I am fo fond of will certainly 

» 2 ThefT. i. 9. * i Con vi. 

'be 
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' be bittemefs in the end? When this unjuft 

* gain will be followed with the lofs of my 
'foul? When this tendemefs of myfelf, 

* which will now not fufFer me to mortify my 

* corruptions, will be puniftied with everlaft- 

* ing burnings ?' 

Thefe thoughts, good Chriftians, if kept in 
your memory, and pondered in your hearts, 
will help to preferve you from ruin, in the 
midft of a moft profligate age — an age in 
which there are people who neither fear God, 
nor what he can do to them, who can laugh 
at damnation, who can wifh it to.themfelves 
and others without trembling, and who are in 
the certain way to the lake which burneth 
with fire and brimflone, without caring what 
will become of them. Thefe, Chriftians 
fhould have no fellowfhip with, as they value 
their own fouls, as ever they expe6l the favour 
of God, as ever they hope for the happinefs 
of heaven. 

The HAPPINESS OF HEAVEN is another of 
thofe motives which our gracious God would 
not let us want, that we may have all the en- 
couragement imaginable to fit ourfelves for 
that happy ftate and place. A place y as the 
Spirit of God reprelents it, where there is 
neither want^ nor forrow, nov Jtckncfsy nor pain^ 
nor oppreffion^ nor affliSlionSy nor troubles^ of 
any kind. But the happineft of that ftate no 
mortal can comprehend: Eye hath not feen^ 
nor ear heardy (faith St. Paul, i Cor. ii. 9.) 
neither have entered into the heart of man, the 

things 
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things which God hath prepared for them that 
hve him. 

You will not fure hear thefe things with 
indifference ; or return home without conli- 
dering, over and over again, the happinefs of 
heaven, and the way to be fecure of it when 
you die, 

I will endeavour to help your meditations 
upon this fubjeft, and fliew you how you may 
and ought to profit by fuch fermons. Every 
Chriftian fhould reafon thus with himfelf : — 

* I have the fure word of God for it, that my 

* condition when I die will be infinitely happy, 
' even beyond what 1 can imagine, if it is not 

* my own fault. At the fame time, God has 

* given me to underftand, that before I can be 

* fit for heaven, my nature muft be changed; 
^ that I muft love him with all my heart andfouU 

* and that, for his fake, I muft love all mankind^ 
' otherwife I cannot be admitted into that 

* blefTed fociety. He has alfo ftievsred me the 

* way how I may attain thefe holy difpofitions, 

* which are fo abfolutely neceflary to fit me 

* for heaven. That in order to love him with 

* all my heart, I muft believe in him, and give 

* entire credit to every thing which he has 
' made known to us. That I muft fear him 
' — fear to do any thing that I believe will 

* difpleafe him. That I muft obey him — do 

* what he has commanded, and avoid what he 
' has forbidden. That I muft fabmit to all 
^ his choices for me, and endeavour that my 

* heart may always go along with my lips in 

' this 
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* this petition — thy will be done. That 

* I muft give him the honour due unto his 

* name; Jpeak of him with reverence; worjhip 
' him with great devotion; pray to him for 
' what I want; and give Yiim praife and thanks 
^ for all his mercies. And laftly^ that I muft 

* clofe with the means of grace which he has 
' ordained for my edification, and by which 
' he will give me the eameft of his Holy 
'Spirit. By obferving thefe rules, I fhall 
' come to love God with all my heart, and 
' be qualified for that happinefs for which he 
' created me. 

* In order to love my neighbour, which 

* is another qualification for heaven and hap- 

* pinefs, I muft neither do nor wifti any ill to 

* him, I muft remember, that whofoever hateth 

* his brother^ is a murderer -, and that no mur- 

* derer has any inheritance in the kingdom of 

* heaven."^ All bitternefs^ and wraths and anger y 
' and clamour y andfirtfcy ande^iUfpeaking^ and 

* malice J mujl (as the Apoftle exhorts') be put 

* away from fuch as hope for the happinefs of 

* heaven. We muft be both juft and charit- 

* able, ready to givey and glad to dijiribute. We 

* vciM^ forgive y and givCy as becomes brethren 

* and the difciples of Jefus Chrift. Thefe 

* are the ways by which we are to exprefs, 

* and gain, and increafe, that love for our 

* neighbour which muft qualify us for heaven. 

* And in the laft place, with regard to my 

* own felfy God has made known to me what 

^ I Johniii. 15. ^ Ephcf. iv. 31. 

' qualifications 
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« qualifications are neceffary to make me 'worthy 

* to be partaker of the inheritance with the faints 
^ in heaven. That I muft be humble ^ for God 

* hateth and refifleth the proud. I muft be 

* chafte^ for no unclean perfon can enter into 
' heaven. I muft be temperate ?xAfober^ left 

* that day overtake me unawares. That as I 
' hope to follow my Saviour to heaven, I muft 

* deny myfelf, and take up the crofs; I muft 

* mortify my afFe6lions and lufts; keep under 

* my body, and bring it into fubjeftion; part 

* with any thing, as dear as a right hand or a 

* right eye, rather than do what will offend 

* God, and fhut me out of heaven. Laftly, 
^ he has commanded me to watch, to walk 
' circumfpe6Hy J to keep my heart with all di- 

* ligence ; becaufe I have an adverfary, which, 

* like a roaring lion, is continually feeking to 

* ruin me. 

* Thefe things I muft endeavour to remem- 

* ber, as I love my foul, and as I hope for 

* heaven ; and I muft order my life accord- 

* ingly: for fo has Chrift exprefsly told us, 

* Not every one that faith unto me^ Lordy Lord^ 
^ Jhall enter into the kingdom of heaven y but he 

* that doeth the will of my Father which is in 

* heaven' 

This, my Chriftian brethren, is the way we 
muft take to profit by fermons upon thefe 
important fubjefts. It is thus we muft en- 
deavour to affeft our minds, that we may re- 
member y that we vcidLj never forget J thefe truths^ 
which concern us as much as our fouls are 

worth.^ 
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worth. This being the only way to be fecure 

of a bleffed eternity, to be ever and anon afldng 

ourfelves fome fuch fhort queftions as thefe:— 

* Why am I afraid of death? Why do I 

* put the thoughts of it far from me? Is it 
' not becaufe I know that I am not prepared 

* to die? Have I confidered how miferable I 

* fhall be, if death fhould furprife me either 

* doing evil, or doing nothing, or doing that 
' which was not my duty to do? Is it becaufe 

* I fancy that I have time fufficient before me 

* to prepare for death? But then I forget, tbaf 

* a Chrijlian life is the only Jure preparation for 

* deaths and I forget alfo what Jefus Chrift 
' hath declared, T!hou fhalt not know what hour 

* I will come upon, thee^ Is not this the time 

* in which I am to choofe whether I am to be 
' miferable or happy for ever? And fhall I let 

* this time flip out of my hands ? Do not 1 

* know that I fhall come out of the grave juit 

* as I go into it, either fit for heaven, or fit 

* for no place but hell ? Have not I myfelf 

* feen many furprifed by death, when they leafl 

* thought of it; and were amazed when they 

* faw that it was too late to bring forth fruits 
' anfwerable to amendment of life? What if 

* this uncomfortable cafe fhould be my own!* 

One would afk further — ' What will this 
^ life I lead end in? Will my great Judge ap- 
^ prove of this way of fpending my time> my 

* eflate, and the other talents he has intrufled 

* me with ? Can I hope to hear him fay, 

' Rev. iii. 3. 

* Well 
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* Well done y good and faithful fervant J enter thou 

* into the joy of thy Lordf Or will not the 

* manner of my life oblige him to fay, Thou 

* wicked fervanty thou haji done nothing that I 

* commanded thee? — What is it I am lofing my 

* inheritance in heaven for? For fome poor 

* pleafure; for fome pitiful gaipi; or to gra- 

* tify fome filthy luft. Can I imagine, that 

* the glorious* inheritance of the children of 

* God muft coft me no pains, no trouble, to 

* attain it, when it coft my Saviour his life 

* to purchafe it for me ? 

' Laftly, let me alk myfelf that queftion, 

* which my Saviour has put into my mouth, 

* Whatsjhall a man give in exchange for his foul? 

* What pains ought I not to take, rather than 

* run the hazard of fuffering the bitter pains 

* of eternal death ?' 

Let thefe things, Chriftians, enter deep into 
your hearts 5 do not forget them as foon as 
you leave the church; beg of God to give 
you grace to profit by them. And be aflured 
of this, that there is no greater happinefs in 
this life, than to have reafonable hopes of a 
bleflfed eternity : which God grant we may 
all have, and that we may meet in peace in 
the paradife of God, for the Lord Jeius fake. 

To whom, &c. 
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LUKE xi. 28k 
Blessed are they that HEAk the word of go1> 

AND keep IT.« 

VrOU have here the word of Chrift for this 
X important truth. That the preaching of 
the gofpel, the hearing it with attention and 
aeal, and leading a life anfwerable thereto, is 
a fure way to bleffednefs or happinefs. 

You know the doom of thole who heard 
the fermons of Chrift, and would not mind 
them: It jhall (faith our Saviour and Judge) 
itjhall be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomor- 
rah in the day of judgment^ than for that people^ 
By which you fee, Chriftiaiis, the great Ha- 
zard you will run, if ypu live under the light 
and ordinances of the gofpel, and are not bet- 
tered by them. 

Our Saviour himfelf tells you, who it is 
that tempts you to hear the word with indif- 

■ See Levit. vi. 2. xxv. 14. Prov. iii. 9. xiv. 33. xviii. 3. 
3nx.. 17. xxii. 16. xxviii. 20. Pfal. xvii. 14. xxxvii. 2. Ifaiah 
iii. 15. Zech. vii. 10. Miatth. vi. 19, 25. Luke iii. 14. xvi. 
9. xix. 8. 1 Cor. vi. 10. Eph. iv. 28.V. 5. Col. iii. 25. i 
Theff. iv. 6. 1 Tim. iv. 6. vi. 9, 10, 17. Heb. xiii. 5. i 
Pet. v. 7. 1 Johnii. 15* 

VOL, I. G ^ ference. 
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ference, and to forget what you hear; to de- 
fpife the preacher, and the ordinances of God. 
He tells you, that it is the devil, that taketh 
the word out of the hearts of thofe that are 
not careful to keep it, left they fhould believe 
aijd be faved. 

Laftly; yoii may be aflured of it, that the 
word preached will become the word of fal- 
vation to every one that believeth; to every 
one who comes to hear with a teachable tem- 
per of mind, with a ferious purpofe and defire 
to learn his duty, and with a refolution to 
praftife what he hears. 

My defign in this difcourfe (as it has been 
in feveral others) is, to fhew you how you may . 
beft profit by the Sermons you hear; that yoife ^ 
majr return from the houfe of God with be-? 
nent, and with a bleffing. 

In order to this, I will propofe to you fe- 
veral futgefts of importance, and fhew you 
how every Chriftian fhould apply what he 
hears to himfel£ 

But in the firft place, as ever you hope to 
profit by what you read or hear, endeavour to 
difcharge your heart of a too great fondnefs 
for the world and its idols. 

It is not I, but our Lord himfelf afTures 
yon, that let the feed be never fo good, yet if 
It be fown among thorns, they will choak it 
at laft; that is, as he himfelf explains it. The 
cares of this world y and the deceitfulnefs ofrichesy 
and the lufis of other things y will choak the word^ 
and it will become unfruitful!^ 

^ Matth. xiii. 22. I. A 
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I. A too great fondnefs, therefore, for the 

thiilgs of this world, (or what we call Covet- 

oufnefs) being the greateft hindrance to piety 

and Chriftian knowledge; we will firft con- 

fider this evil, and the great mifchiefs that 

attend it. 

\ Take heed, fdth our Saviour,' and beware of 

, covetaufnefs. Can we imagine that he would 

have given Chriftians this douile^ this earneft 

caution, but that he knew that there is fome- 

i thing in this fin very deftruftive. And you 

will be convuiced there is, if you will attend 

to what follows : 

Firji'y That no man can poflibly Idve God, 
wbofe heart is fet upon the world, let him pit- 
lend what he will. If any man laoe tbeitHn^td^ 
the lave of the Father is not in him. So faith 
the Spuit of God/ 

2^. It leads men infertfibly into athofrnj 
that IS, to depend more upon themfelves and 
upon their own induftry and wealth, than 
upon God, his providence ^Oid ile/^ng. 

^dfy. It Ih"angely tempts men to believe 
tiiat any thing almoft is lawful, which will 
but increafe their fubflance. 

^bfy. It mofl furprifingly changeth the 
hearts and difpofitions of men. A compaf- 
fionate man, once poffefled with a fpirit of 
covetonfnefs, becomes hard-hearted; a liberal 
temper becomes ftingy; and he that was cha« 
ritable before, now grudges every penny he 
parts with. 

* Lukexii. 15. * 1 John ii. 15, 

G 2 It 
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It is branded in ifcripture with the name of 
Idolatry^ becaufe it tempts men to have fuch 
an efteem for wealth, as if their life and hap- 
pinefs depended upon having a great deal. 

And that which ftill makes this fin more 
hateful to G^od is this, that it is (what the 
Spirit of God c^iJls it) the root of all evil\ — 
the root of every evil, of injuftice, of oppref- 
fion, of extortion, of cheating one another, 
of thieving, of contention, of law-fuits, of 
wiftiing for the death of parents, 6cc. 

In fhort, it is a damnable fin ; and whoever 
lives in it is in a ftate of perdition: and it has 
.this fad circumftance attending it, that few can 
be perfuaded that they are guilty of it, and 
therefore cannot be perfuaded to repent of it. 
And yet, no doubt of it, a fin branded in 
fcripture with being the root all evil muft of 
necefllty be known by fuch as are guilty of 
it, if it is not their own fault, that they may 
be left without excufe. 

Any man, for inftance, may conclude for 
certain, that he is under the power of this 
evil fpirit, when he is more intent upon the 
world than in taking care of his foul; when 
his love of gain puts him upon fufpicious 
ways and means of increafing his fubftance, 
or denying his neighbour his rights. Sufpi- 
cious, I mean to himfelf ; for even that ought 
to hinder a good man from doing any thing 
which he does but fear may difpleafe God, or 
injure another. 

• I Tim. vi. lo. ^ 

To 
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To proceed: — That perfon is poflefled with 
^jpirit of cmetoufnefsy who has fuch an opi- 
nion and efteem for wealth, as if it could 
make him happy. Such a man, faith the 
Prophet/ coveteth an evil covetoufnefs to his 
houfe, that he mayfet his neft on highy and be de^ 
Uvered from the power of evil -^ that is, that he 
may depend upon himfelf, be -out of the reach 
of misfortunes, and be independant upon 
God's providence. 

Thirdly s A man may know whether his 
care and concern for the world does not often 
make him omit the duties he owes to God 
and to himfelf, or perform them with indif- 
fcrence and diftrafHon; when the time is even 
gradged in which they are performed; when 
the Lord's day is profaned by unneceflary 
worldly bufmefs, and fuch bufinefs made ute 
of as a pretence for neglefting family duties. 
. When a man fhews no gratitude to God for 
the favours he has beftowed upon him, by 
doing a proportionable good with them ; and 
when his concern for himfelf makes him 
unconcerned for thofe that want his help. 
When a man's mind is diftrafted with ima- 
^nary fears of wanting; or who makes his 
oeceffities greater than indeed they are, and 
therefore can never be fatisfied with his pre- 
fcnt condition. Laftly; when every difap- 
pointment, every lofs or misfortune, cafts him 
into trouble, grief, or defpair, not being pert- 
mitted to confider, that it is ifrom God, who 
orders all things for the heft. 

• ^ Hab. ii. 0. Thefq 
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Thefe arc all inftances of that covetoufiiefs 
which the fcripture condemns as leading to 
perdition. And whoever is, or is in dangcC 
of being, poffeffed with this fpirit, (for tha^ 
fuch are poflefled with an evil fpirit, one need 
no more queftion, than that Judas was pof* 
fcffed with fuch a fpirit when Satan entered 
into him) whoever is in this fad circumftance, 
had need to get out of the fiiare of the devil 
as foon as poffible. 

We fhould now proceed to confider how 
this is to be done; but it will be neceffary to 
take notice, fr/iy of what is but too of(ai 
made ufe of as a cloak for this fin. 

The Apofth faith, He that provideth not 
for his owfty and efpecially for thofe of his onb^f 
houfcy or kindred, hath forfeited the faiths and is ■: 
nvorfe than an infidel.^ 

People are apt to think that this will juftifv 
them, let them be never fo worldly-minded. 
When in truth, (and they will find it is fo, 
if they will but Ipok into their Bible) the 
Apoftle is not direfting Chriftians to provide 
eftates from their children, but to take care 
of their poor relations, and not let others be 
burthened with them. 

We come now to confider, what ufe a fe-* 
jrious Chriftian fhould make upon hearinjg 
the nature y the deceitfulnefsy the danger y and 
the end of this fin. Now a Chriftian who 
defires to profit by what he hears will thinH 
thus with himfelf : — 

» I Tim. V. 8. 

^ I have 
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* I have heard what the Spirit of God faith ; 

* that every covetous marij who is an idolater ^ 

* bath no inheritance in the kingdom of God} 
' And fhall not fo terrible a truth put a ftop 

* to an over-greedy defire of getting more than 

* I really want? I fee what nw duty is. It 

* is to labour in my proper bunnefs, depend- 
' iiig upon God's bleffing, without difqvueting 

* myfeli with unreafonable fears of wanting. 

* And this I am to do; firft, in order to fupply 

* my own and the neceflities of thofe that be- 

* long tome; and then, to fupply the necef* 
' iities of thofe that are in want. I will not 

* let the hurry of bulinefs, therefore, (will 

* every ferious Chriftian fay) I will not let 

* worldly bufinefs hinder me from ferving 

* God, becaufe I ferve ipyfelf moft when I 

* ferve him. I will endeavour always to re- 

* member, that I am in the hands of God, 

* who has commanded us to cq/i all our care 

* upon him J for he careth for us^ — and who, 
' having given us life even before we could 

* a(k it, will never let us want the neceflary 

* means of preferving it. I will beg of God, 

* that he will grant me grace to make a good 

* ufe of what he fhall give me, which will 

* be a fure way of obtaining more favours 
'from him. 

* And fince the Spirit of God affures me, 
' that when I do good to others I do moft 

* good to myfelf, I will therefore endeavour 

* to make myfelf friends againft the great day, 

^ Eph. V. 5. 4 1 Pet. ?. 7. 
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^ by giving alms offuch things as I have , as our 

* Lord commands us.^ And becaufe I cannot 

* have a better rule than that which the apoftlc 

* has given us/ (will every ferious Chriftiart 
^ fay who lives hy gain) I will conjiantfy lay 
^ by me injiore as God hath profpered me^ that I 
^ may have to give to him that needeth. And 
^that I may do this more cheerfully, I will 

* b^ of God to preferve me from an evil fpirit 
^ of covetoufnefs ; and that I may lay up in 
^ Jiore a good foundation againfi the time to come. 

* In order to this, I will often call to mind 

* fuch fcriptures as thefe: — T!hat wealth pro'^ 
^ jiteth not in the day of wrath \ either when we 

* fall into affli6lion, or when we come to die. 

^ Thou fool, this night Jhall thy foul be required ■ 
^ of thee: then whofe Jhall thofe things be which 
^ thou haji provided? So (faith our Lord) is 

* he that layeth up treafure for himfelf and is 
' not rich towards Gody that is, employing his 

* riches to God's glory, or tranfmitting them 
^ to heaven by the hands of the poor. Re- 
^ member J (faith Abraham to the rich man) 

* that thou in thy< life-rtime receivedjl thy good 

* things J the things in which thou didft place 
^ thy very foul and happinefs, — and likewife 

* Lazarus y evil things i but now he is comforted ^ 

* and thou art tormented'"" 

Will any Chriftian, after this, call thofe his 

© ^od thingSy which may be loft when he leaft 

minks of it; that hie cannot keep without 

.. * Luke ii. 4t. * i Cor.xvi. 2. 
'^ Luke xii. ao, 21, P Luke xyi. 25. 

fear. 
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fc^, nor part with without vexation; which 
tempt us to forget God, are a fnare to us while 
we hve, and may, without a mighty grace, be 
a curie to us when we are dead? Rather let 
us all beg of God to convince us moft effec- 
tually of the vanity of all the idols of this 
world, wHich we are but too apt to doat on, 
and that we may not, like unbelievers, look 
for happinefs here; and efpecially that God 
would keep us from every degree of a fin, 
which is the mother of fo many evils. 

II. >Arhat thofe evils are, we now come to 
take a ftiort view of; that, as we value our 
fouls, we may abhor and avoid them. 

The iirft we fhall confider, is that of O^- 
frejjion. When a man bears hard upon his 
neighbour, becaufe it is in the power of his 
hand to do it; or when it is not in the power 
of his neighbour to contend with him : — or, 
fecondly, when a man's neceflities force him 
to fubmit to the very hardefl terms his neigh- 
bour thinks fit to impofe upon him:— or, 
thirdly, when a man will take all the advan- 
tage of a hard bargain which the law will 
give him, though it be to the great lofs of his 
neighbour. 
1^ Thefe, and fuch as thefe, are very great 
I crimes, and will fhut men out of heaven, 
I • though no law on earth can take hold of thofe 
that are guilty of them. And indeed, nobody 
thinks them fmall crimes when they them- 
felves come to be the fufferers. 

Hear 
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Hear what the Spirit laith of thcfe fini: — 
He that opprejfeth the pooVy to increafe his riches^ 
jhallfurely come to want."* — Opprefs not the poor *^ 
that is, thofe that are not able to contend with 
you; the Lord nvill plead their taufe^ andfpoil 
the foul %f thofe that fpoiled them. But above 
all, hear thefe terrible words of God: Opprefs 
forsy extortioners J jhall not inherit the kingdom 
ofGod\ and then you know v;hat they muft 
inherit. 

IIL Injustice is another fin to which a 
fpirit of covetoufnefs leads men. I fhall not 
take notice of thofe inftances of injuftice 
which the laws of men may and ought to pu- 
nifh, and do the fufferers right without making^ 
it coft them more than it is worth. 

There are other inftances of injuftice, as 
evil in the fight of God, and as damnable in 
the end, though people make a fhift to live in 
them, without public reproach, or check of 
confcience : fuch are, taking advantage of men's 
miftakes, ignorance, fimplicity, and the like. 

I will put you in mind of inftances of this 
kind, that you may avoid the fin and the pu- 
niftiment. 

If a man is in drink, he is, in the very lan- 
guage of the world, over-feen. Now, if in 
fuch a condition he happen to fall into bad 
hands, and make a bargain, it is ten to one 
but he repents when he is fober, and too often 
his family fmart for it. Shall I go about to 
prove, that it is a fin to infift upon fuch a 

• Prov. xxii. i6, 23. P Zech. vii. 10. 

bargain ? 
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barg2un? Every man who has a confcience 
knows it to be foj but perhaps every body 
does not remember what God has exprefsly 
declared,"^ That be will be the avenger ofallfucb 
ms go beyond or defraud anotber in any matter. 

How eafily may a poor man, who has a 
righteous caufe, miftake, or be ujnable to de- 
fend it: but will his overlight or inability 
give me or you a right to that, to which in 
truth we had no juft title; or will the judg- 
ment of a court leffen the injuftice, when it 
comes to be tried at the great day? 

To feed a man with money when I know 
he has no real occafion, only that I may get a 
bargain of his eftate when he fhall be forced 
to fell it ; this is thought to be no great crime; 
and yet it is plain I help to ruin him, and per- 
haps his family; and if he fins in fquander- 
ing the inheritance of his forefathers, is it 
poffible for me to be without guilt? 

Becaufe, in wronging orpbans and widows, 
and poor people y a man has lefs powerful people 
jto deal with, is he therefore lefs wicked? No, 
iur^s; fo far from it, that God has declared 
himfelf concerned in fuch caufes: — Tbeir Re- 
deemer (faith Solomon') is migbty^ he jhall 
plead tbeir caufe witb tbee. 

How often do wills and writings of mo- 
ment, and even other things of value, fall into 
the hands of perfons to whom they do not 
belong ! The fin of concealing fuch things is 
lopked upon as a lefs fin than flealing: for no 

^ \ Their, iv. 6, » Prov. xxiii. 1 1. 

reafon, 
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reafon, I am fure, but becaufe in one cafe he 
may be in danger of being hanged, if he is 
caught; and in the other he will only be 
called a difhoneft man, which fuch a man 
will not lay much to heart. But Chriftians 
(hould conlider, that the judgment of a righ- 
teous God will not be according to the fooliih 
opinion of men. 

It is too common for people to conceal and 
keep what they have found.' Such people do 
not fure know, that there is an exprefs law of 
God* againft fuch pra6tices ; nor do they ever 
think how they Ihall anfwer it at the great 
day of accounts. 

If a man will take all advantages which 
the law will give him, he will very often do 
great injuftice in the fight of God, and make 
himfelf liable to rejlitution^ without which his 
repentance and lalvation will be very hazard- 
ous. And indeed a man muft love the world 
exceeding well, even better than his own foul, 
who will put his neighbour to trouble, grief, 
and expence, to feek for his rights in equity, 
when he knows beforehand that in equity he 
will and ought to be relieved. 

But the fins of fraud and injuftice, which 
are moft common and leaft taken notice of, 
are fuch as are committed in the way of trade 
and bargains. The Wife Man has given all 
people fair warning of this :' As a nailjiicketh 
faji between the joinings of the JloneSyfo doth Jin 
Jiick clofe between buying and felling. Every 

^ Levit. vi, ■* Ecclus. xxvii* 2. 

Chriftian, 
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Chriftian, therefore, who'defires to keep a 
. good confcience, will be glad to have fuch 
rules to walk by, as he needs not be deceived, 
unlefs he be willing to be deceived. Such is 
that of our Saviour's :"* JVhatfoever ye would 
that men Jfjould do to you^ do ye even fo to them-, 
for this is the law and the prophets. Which> 
though a general rule, may by a well-mean- 
ing Chriftian be applied to all our dealings 
^one ivith another; while thofe that are re- 
iblved to be rich, whatever fhall be the con- 
fequence, all the rules of the gofpel, though 
t never fo well explained, will be of little ufe 
^ to them. But for fuch as do really make a 
confcience of their ways, one would endea- 
vour to make their way plain and fafe. 

Nows Gain being the great and jufl: end of 
trade, of which every man for himfelf muft 
be judge, and confequently too apt to be fa- 
vourable to his own intereft, I fhall therefore 
recommend one very plain rule, which will go 
a great way towards direfting every confcien * 
lious man of bufinefs, how to aft fafely with 
regard to gain. And this is, — to take fuch a 
gain, advantage, or confideration^ as the perfon 
. ^th whom I deal would be fatisjied with, if he 
knew my bufinefs as well as I do my f elf and the 
reafons which oblige me to take fuch a profit. 
Whoever makes this his rule, his confcience 
will never reproach him of injuftice. But if, 
inftead of doing fo, men will take all that they 
can get; make a hand of the ignorance, ne- 

" Matth. vii. 1 2. 

ceffities, 
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ceflities, or fimplicity, of thofe with whom 
they deal; they do what they muft know to 
be unjuft, and make themfelves liable to one 
of the mofl: difficult duties of Chriftianity, and 
that is, RESTITUTION, without which their 
repentance will not be accepted of God. 

But before we come to confider this duty 
of reftitution, I would add a few words con- 
cerning the now common, but fcandalous 
crimes of pilfering ^xA fiealing. 

I am very fenfible, that few of thofe wko 
have fallen into thefe bafe bewitching fins, will 
mind what can be faid from the pulpit or from 
the word of God. The Spirit of God faith 
indeed,* that a curfe or evilfpirit entereth int9 
the houfe of the thief to confume it with thctim^ 
ber and Jtones. But what will this fignify to 
thofe that have neither faith, nor religion, nor 
ftiame, nor fear? 

But it will not, one would hope, be in v^n 
to advife thofe who are not yet arrived to this 
height of finning, to repent and leave it in 
time; for be affured of it, that when a fpirit 
of pilfering has once taken pofleflion of a man, 
it will, if not refifted, lead him to every degree 
of that fin, till it brings him to ruin both of 
foul and body; and that it will be as difficult 
for him, whatever his condition in the world 
afterwards may be, to break off an habit of 
ftealing, as it is for a drunkard, or a whore- 
mafter, or a common fwearer, to leave off thofe 
vices that are become a fecond nature to them. 

» Zech. V. 4. 

How 
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How exceedingly careful, therefore, fhould 
parents be to difcourage every the leaft degree 
: of this fin, every fhadov^r of it; to warn dieir 
; children, over and over again, againft fo bafe, 
£) icandalous a vice, which is fo hard to be 
ioriaken, fo hard to be repented of. For r^- 
fiitution muft be made for all the fins we have 
been fpeaking of, as ever men hope for falva- 
tion, at leaft in the fincere endeavour. 

I will no more go about to prove that re- 
j&tution is a necejfary duty^ than I would take 
pains to perfuade you that t'obbing is a Jin. 
/ Every man's confcience, every man who dare 
a(k his confcience, muft tell him fo. And if 
any man is eafy under the guilt of this fin, he 
will be eafy under the guilt of any other fin, 
I For fure the fame reafon and juftice, which 
: oblige me to reftore what I have borrowed, 
\ will oblige me make reftitution for what I 
have wronged a man of. This being a cer- 
tain truth, that all a man gets wrongfully is 
theft and robbery, and no better. 

Therefore, delay not, Chriftians, at the peril 
of your fouls, to make fatisfaftion for any in- 
juftice or wrong you have done, while it is in 
your power. And if any fcruple arife in your 
oreaft concerning the way of doing it, go to 
your paftor, or to fome perfon of judgment 
and difcretion, who may be able to filencc 
your doubts, and quiet your confcience. 

Without doing this, a man of any thought 

can have no comfort either living or dying. 

This day ^ (laithour Saviour^ to Zaccheus) this 

♦ /Lukexix. 8. - day 
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Jay isfahation come to thy houfe. So that until 
he had fincerely refolved to make reftitution, 
he was not in a ftate of falvation, he was in 
a ftate of perdition. 

The law of God to the Ifraelites* is fo par- 
ticular upon this head, that I muft repeat it 
to you. If a foul fin^ and commit a trefpafs 
againfi the Lordy and lie unto his neighbour in 
that which was delivered him to keep 9 or in feU ■ 
lowjhipj or in a thing taken away by violence j or 
hath deceived his neighbour y or hath found that 
which was lojij and lieth concerning it*, hejhall 
reftore it in the principal y and add a fifth part 
more thereto y and give it unto him to whom it 
appertaineth. And then the prieji Jhall receive 
his trefpafs'Offeringy and make an atonement for 
himy ana it jhall be forgiven him. And pray 
take notice, that this command did not con-e 
cem fuch as were convi6led of thefe crimes of 
injuftice before a magiftrate, but fuch whole 
own confciences accufed them, and \?vho de- 
fired peace and pardon from God. 

This was the way prefcribed by God him- 
felf. This is the voice of the Law and the 
Gofpel; and, let me add, of natural reafon: 
for every body who has been wronged expefts 
fatisfa6lion ; and, if it be denied by men, is 
apt to appeal to God fdr juftice and vengeance. 
So that the moft ignorant know their duty in 
this cafe, and if they are loath to make reftitu- 
tion, it is becaufe the fear of God is not in 
their hearts. They will venture their fouls 
rather than part with what they hav^got. ^r 
« Lev. vi. 2> &c. Qfcriftians 
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Chriftians, therefore, who wifti well to 
themfelves, and are convinced of the abfolute 
neceflity of this duty, will think beforehand, 
when tiiey are tempted to any of the fins we 
iave been fpeaking of — they will think what 
a bitter cup they are preparing for themfelves 
if they give way to fuch temptations. 

Chriftians would do well to confider, how 
it was with Judas when his confcience was 
awake: he valued the thirty pieces of filver 
no more than the very earth he trod upon ; 
he flimg them away; he confeffed his injuf- 
tice before the world; and would have given 
the world, if he had had it, to have had it in 
1^ his power to have undone what he had been 
guilty of. And furely, this will be the cafe 
of every one, either now or hereafter, who 
knows he has done wrong, and will not be 
perfiiadedtomake timely fatisfaftion. 

On the other hand, a Chriftian who re- 
vives to do his duty in this inftance to the 
beft of his power, (for God expefts no more) 
by doing fo, he gives glory to God; he ac- 
knowledges the juftice of his laws, the power 
he has to punifh offenders, his merCy in ac- 
cepting the repentance of finners upon the 
moft equitable conditions ; he fhews that he 
fears God, and that he values the favour of 
God more than his own profit or his own 
deputation; and has the fureft proof and 
comfort, that his repentance is fincere, and 
his fins forgiven. 
VOL. I. H I fhall 
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I (hall conclude this article of reftitufion 
with the words of that excellent godly divine, 
biftiop Beveridge: *^ All perfons that ever 
" wronged any man of any thing, are bound 
" to make reftitution. AH that by forging, 
" or concealing of deeds, or tampering with 
" witneffes, have got poffeffion of other raen's 
" eftates. All that by robbing, or any kind 
" of theft, have ftolen what was their neigh- 
" boiir's. All fervants and apprentices, who 
" negle6l their niafter's bufinefs, embezzle or 
" purloin his goods. All that by falfe mea^ 
" fures or weights impofe upon their cuftom- 
" ers. All that conceal the faults of the goods 
*^ they fell. All that cheat or overreach thoii| 
*' they deal with. All that by any wickc^ 
" artifice defraud their creditors of whatt ii 
*^ their due. All that by fmuggling of g 
*^ forfwearing themfelves, or bribing of others 
'* withhold from the King any part of h^ 
V cuftoms or other revenues, which the laWJif^ 
" of God and of the land have given him a 
" juft right to. In (hort, all that have been 
" either principals or acceflaries in wronging 
*^ any man of any thing, they are bound to, 
" make full reftitution." Thus far that 
good man. 

Now every ferious Chriftian, who hears 
thefe things and lays them to heart, will rea- 
fon and refolve vnth himfelf after fome fi|ch 
way as this: — 

* I fee plainly that I muft not judge of the 
* greatnefs of the fins of injuftice and fraud 

' by 
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* by the opinion and way of the world, but 

* by the authority of God who has forbidden 

* them, by the punifhments he has threatened, 

* and by the mifchiefs that attend them- Such 
'fins, being committed without remorfe^ are 

* too often forgotten; and it is to be feared, 
•are too feldom repented of. I will not 
•therefore let the love of the world poffefs my 

* fouli left it choke the feed of God's word 

* £>wn in my heart, and thofe truths which 

* ihould keep me faom ruin. Such as thefe: 
He that hajieth to be ricby can hardly be innocent k^ 
That all depends upon the blefling of God< 

hich cannot be hoped for in unrighteous 
lys. Thiait every man living has a right to 
dealt with fairly and with juftice. That 
ndther life nor happinefs confifteth in the 
" undance any man poffeffeth. That it will 
be no advantage to a man to have doubled 
Ms talents, if at the fame time he has dou- 

* Ucd his guilt. That pofterity will feel the 
•€ie£):s of my injuftice; God having de- 

* dared,^ that he will lay up the iniquities of 
yfumers for their children. And laftly, that 

* there is nothing that a man can get in exchange 
'f^r his foul: 

Thefe confiderations 1 will dwell upon, 
will every ferious Chriftian fay, when he has 
heard them from the pulpit, or from God's 
word. And may this be the refolution of 
Cray foul who has now heard thefe things, 
and attended to them! In order to this, t 

» Prov. xxviii. 20. * Job xx. a8. 

JH 2 will 
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will le&vc a few things with you to be re- j 
membered. ^ 

Suppofe, for example, you fhould fee one ^^ 
of your poor neighbours wronged, or deprived 
of his juft rights or goods, by robbery, by 6p- 
preffion, or by fraud. To fee a whole fimuy 
m trouble; their minds uneafy; their healtn 
and reft broken; their neceffary bufinefs neg-^ 
lefted; tempted to murmur againft God ; and* 
to curfe fuch as have been the occafion c# 
their trouble. Let, I fayi#any body who has' 
the leaft fpark of humanity, grace, or good-^ 
nefs, fee this; and fay, whether this will not 
make him abhor, arid refolve againft, every in-** 
ftacne of injuftice, violence, and fraud, which^ 
muft of neceffity give his neighbour fo mudii 
forrow and grief of heart. 

If this does not afFedt: every one that fees oi 
hears of it, (for there may be fome people fo i 
deftitute of humanity and grace, that provided 1 
they be eafy, and can get or keep what liiey i 
have gotten, are not much concerned for the j 
fufFerings of others.) Let us fuppofe we faw i 
fuch a man upon his death-bed; his eyes " 
open, his confcience awake, and calling to 
mind the evil he has done his neighbour, 
whether by cunnings power y violence ^ or frauds . 
dreading the confequence; not knowing how 
to make fatisfaflion for the injuries he has 
done; aftiamed to own his crimes, and yet not 
able to bear the thoughts of them; juft going 
to leave the world under the greateft uncer- 
tainties of what is like to be his portion in a 

very 
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very few hours perhaps. Can there be a cafe, 
a condition, more terrible, more miferabl^, 
Aan this ? And yet how many are there, who 
in all human appearance leave the world un- 
^der thefe moft aftonifhing circumftances ! 

Laftly; Suppofe people fhould be fo 

^dioughtlefs, fo ftupid, fo ignorant, as to die 

-without remorfe, or fear; is their cafe any 

[•better than that of thofe who die under the 

Ifcar of God's difpl»fure ? Can it be imagined, 

|diat their ignorance or unconcernednefs will 

the decrees of God, who has exprefsly 

clared, that they that have done evil, and 

7C not repented, Jhall go into everlajiing fire? 

is fhould hinder Chriftians from doing 

others what they would not have done to 

Ef::0iemfelves. . 

Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
'tHYSELF — with fuch a love as worketh no 
in to his neighbour. Believe it, Chriftians, 
mne and your falvation depends upon the bb- 
fervation of this command of God, 

I pray God we may remember it; and par- 
d(m us whenever through frailty we are want- 
ing to our duty, for Jefus Chrift's fake. 

To whom, with the Father and the Holy 
Ghoft, be all honour and glory, world with-^ 
<»t end, J.men, 



SERMON 



SERMON VL 

THE -TRUE WAY OF PROFITING BY THE 
PUBLICK WORSHIP. 



VOUCHSAFE, O God, to direa me, and to bjefs this difcourfc 

• to the benefit of my flock, and to all fuch as fhall hear it ; that 

|> . they may glorify Thee for the truths they fhall learn, and for 

I the bleffings they fhall receive by my miniflry ; through Jefus 

Chrift our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 



I COR. XIV. 15. 

I WILL PRAY WITH THE UNDERSTANDING.* 

WHEN one fees Chriftians coming con- 
ftantly to church, without any vifi- 
ble benefit; without becoming more ferious 
and devout at their prayers, or more regular 
in their lives ; one cannot but conclude, either 
that they never aik thofe graces which they 
want, or that " they afk and have not, be- 
" caufe they aik amifs." 

This is certain, that there is not any one 

. grace, not one good thing, which either in 

duty, intereft, or charity, we are bound to 

pray for, but what our Church has provided 

* See Ifaiah i. 15. xxix. 13. Ezek. xxxiii. 31. Matth. xv. 8. 
Eph. vi. 7, 8, 9. 1 Tim, v. 8. 

VIS 
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US proper prayers by which to afk them: and 
it is as certain, that God will hear us, and 
grant our petitions, whenever we ajk any thing 
according to his will^ 

There muft therefore be fome very great 
fauh, when the generality of Chriftians (to 
the great fcandal of the religion they profefs) 
do, alj their life long, pray for graces and . 
bleffings which they never obtain. ^They 
muft have been either ignorantly, or carelefs- 
ly, or wilfully, wanting to themfelves, when 
they return fo often from the houfe of God k 
without benefit, and without a blefling ; when 
it is moft certain, that God defigned thefe fo- 
lemn meetings as the greateft of bleffings, — • 
as the beft opportunity of fitting ourfelves i 
for heaven and happinefs. 

We will therefore confider, what may be 
the real caufe of fo great unfruitfulnefs under 
fuch po^yerful ordinances, and means of grace ' 
and falvation. 

In the firft place, then, it is but too plain, 
that very many come to church merely out of 
cuftom; many only to avoid the reproach of 
having no religion; and moft of all do not 
confider what they come to church for, what 
they want, what they pray for. And fo it ' 
comes to pafs, that Chriftians confefs their 
fins, without being fenfible of the danger of 
being finners. They hear the moft gracious 
terms of pardon declared, and the abfolution 
pronounced, without receiving the copifort 

^ I John V. 14. 

and 
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and benefit thereof. They repeat the moft 
divine and powerful prayer of our Lord, with- 
out confidering the majefty of him to whom 
they fpeak, or his wonderful goodnefs in per- 
mitting them to come to him as to a fadier. 
They repeat his praifes in the pfalms and 
hymns without any true devotion; and they 
hear his word, his commands, his promifes, 
and his judgments, without being moved 
by them to mend their lives. 

In (hort, they folemnly profefs their faith 
in God; they aflc of him all neceflary graces 
and bleflijjigs; they (ay amen to prayers which 
\ they have never attended to ; and hear a blefs- 
ing pronounced by the minifter of God, to 
which God has annexed an efpecial grace and 
bleffing : and after all this, too often return 
home without any benefit, without a bleffing. 

Our Saviour Chrift will give you the true 
reafon of this: — This people drawetbnigh unto 
me with their mouthy andhonoureth me with their 
lips, but their heart is far from me!" This was 
the cafe of the Jews b«fore their final de- 
ftru6tion. Let us take care that this be not 
our cafe and our fate. 

To prevent this, I will fet before you the 
true way of profiting by the publick worjhip of 
God', and what every devout ChrifVian, who 
hopes for God's bleffing, fhould endeavour to 
do, in order to obtain it. 

He fhould, in the firil place, endeavour 
(when he is about to go\to worfhip God) he 

« Matth.,xv. 7. 

fhould 
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fliould endeavour to poffefs his heart with a 
trae fenfe of his fad condition without the 
grace of God. This is by tlie Spirit of God 
moft lively reprefented in thefe words : Thou 
fay eft J I have need of nothing -^ and knoweji noty 
that thou art wretched y and miferable^ and poor ^ 
and blindy and naked. ^ 

This is your, and mine, and every man's 
lad condition by nature, and deftitute of the 
grace of God. We are wretched and mifera- 
ble finners; and unlefs God pardon us, we 
are for ever undone. We are poor and weak 
creatures, in danger (as Job was) of being 
ruined by our adverfary the devil. We are 
blind, and in the dark, as to every thing re- 
lating to our happinefs or mifery. And we 
are naked, and deftitute of every virtue that 
might recommend us to the favour of God. 

Thefe are the thoughts which we fhould 
take along with us to the houfe of God; and 
we fhould confider what we are going thither 
for; namely, to beg of God to pardon and 
forgive us our fms ; to give God thanks for 
the mercies and favours which he has vouch- 
fafedus; to learn how we may live fo as to 
pleafe God, to make a publick and open pro- 
feffion of our faith; and to afk fuch things 
as are needful both for our fouls and bodies. 
This is truly to pray with the underftanding. 

Now; every Chriftian, who has thefe things 
in his mind and at heart, >yill, when he goes 
to church, be very ferious; endeavour to lay, 

^ Rev. iii. 17. 

afidQ 
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afide all worldly thoughts ; and will beg of 
God to difpofe and affift him in the work he 
is going about. And it is for this reafon 
that all well-taught Chriftians do fall upon 
their knees as foon as they come into the 
church, and pray to God to prevent them by 
his grace and Spirit. And that the moft 
•unlearned Chriftian may not want words, 
the Church has provided a moft excellent 
prayer, to be made ufe of before we begin any 
work of moment; and which all Chriftians 
may learn, being fo often repeated in the pub- 
Ijck fervice, as follows : Prevent us, O Lord^ 
in all doings y with thy moft gracious favour ^ &c. 
And here let me give you, and beg you to 
remember, one moft excellent rule of a Chrif- 
tian life,— never to undertake any bufinefs 
without praying to God, in this or fome fuch 
prayer, to prevent and profper you. Who- 
ever confcientioufly obferves this rule will be 
hindered from doing many things which the ' 
wprld counts innocent, and which muft after- 
wards be repented of. For who can, who 
dare, fay this prayer, and beg of God to pre- 
vent him with his gracious favour, and fur- 
ther him with his help, when he is going 
to do a thing which he knows, or fufpefts, 
either to be unjuft, unfit for a Chriftian man 
to do, or difpleafmg to God? 

Let us now return to the confideration of 
the Publick Worftiip. And I muft repeat it 
again, and befeech you to remember it, that 
the only way to have your perfons and your 

prayers 
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prayers accepted, is to come before God with 
an humble y penitent^ and obedient heart. It is 
for diis reafon you are put in mind, that a 
broken and contrite heart God will not defpife. 
And you have a convincing proof of this, in 
the perfon of the publican, mentioned by our 
Saviour; who, out of a deep fenfe of his fins 
and unworthinefs, durji not lift up his eyes^ 
unto heaven y but fmote upon his breaji, faying ^ 
God be merciful unto me a finner. Which holy 
indignation, and condemning himfelf after fa 
penitent a manner, procured for him the par-- \ 
don of his fins; the very greateft blefllng he 
could, or we can, afk or obtain of God. 

On the other hand; if we prefent ourfelves^ • < 
before God, after a carelefs, indecent manner, ; 
with a vain confidence and fatisfa6lion that 
we are not as great finners as fon>e others, 
our very prayers will be turned into fin, and 
we fhall leave the church without a pardon, 
and without a blefllng. To prevent this, 
when you hear Xht fentences read with which 
the publick fervice begins, attend to them 
with ferioufnefs ; and, in order to ftir up your 
devotion, apply them to yourfelf in fome fuch 
fhort prayers as thefe following: 

For example : If this fentence fliall be read>. 
** When the wicked man turneth away from 
*' his wickednefs,'' &c. fay fecretly to your^ 
felf ; Turn thou me^ O good Lordj and fo fhall I 
be turned. Or if this fentence fhall be read, 
*' To the Lord our God belong mercies and 
" forgiveneflfes," &c. you may fay in your 

heart,, 
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heart, It is of the Lord's mercies that my fins 
have not been my ruin. Or fuppofe this fen- 
tence has been read; " The facrifices of God 
'* are a broken fpirit; a broken and a con- 
** trite heart/' &c. you may fay in your heart, 
^ut mofi unfit is mine to be to God prefented^ until 
I have obtained his pardon for the many fins by 
which it has been defiled. Or if this lentence 
fhall be read: *' Turn unto the Lord your 
** God, for he is gracious and merciful, flow 
** to anger," &c. fay fecretly, God grant that 
I may never abufe this goodnefs and patience of 
Gody which is defigned to lead me to repentance. 
While this fentence is reading; ** I will arife 
" and go to my father, and will fay unto 
•* him, Father, I have finned againft heaven, 
** and before thee;" &c. think with yourfelf 
with what an humble, penitent heart this 
poor prodigal faid thefe words, and endeavour 
to poflefs your own heart with the fame de- 
vout affeftions. Laftly, when this fentence 
Ihall be read; " If we fay that we have no fin, 
*' we deceive ourfelves, and the truth is not 
" in us," &c. a devout and penitent foul will 
pour out fome fuch fecret ejaculation as this : 
^he very befi of men have need of mercy and par ^ 
don-y how much more fuch a miferable finner as 
I am! — * / will acknowledge my fin unto God, 
* and mine iniquities will I not hide J 

By this method, you will keep your mind 
intent upon the great work you are about; 
you will go through the whole fervice with 
devotion; you will pray with the underfiand^ 

ing: 



lid TH£ TRUE WAY OF l^ROFlTlNG 

tng: and you will accuftom yourfelf to apply 
every fcripture to your own cafe. 

But be fure you take this confideratioil 
along with you; and I befeech you to remem- 
ber it as long as you live; That you are not 
going to make your addrefs to God for yourfelf 
only 9 but for every Chrijiian in the whole world* 
For, as we ^re all members of that body of . 
which Jefus Chrift is the head, we are every 
one of us bound (as we hope to meet in hea- 
ven) to pray for, and to do good to every 
member of that body: think ferioufly of this^ 
and it will quicken your charity, and mightily 
ftir up your devotion, when you confider, that 
you are going to pray for millions of million? • 
of Chriftians, and that millions of Chriftiansr 
are praying for you; and that, as you fin-^ 
cerely pray for others, God will moft furely 
hear their prayers for you. And then, with 
what fatisfaftion and comfort will you leave 
the church, when you confider that you have 
been a real benefaaor to an infinite number 
of miferable Chriftians ; — by praying for all 
that are in error, or want the neceflary means 
of inftru6lion; for all that labour under trials 
and afili6lions ; for all that are in pain of 
body or anguifti of mind; for all that are in 
flavery, under perfecution, in poverty, or in 
prifon ; for all that are under temptations, or 
m danger of falling into defpair; and laftly, 
for all fick and dying perfons. 

Befides this, you have had an opportunity 
of fhewing your gratitude, by praying, and 

praifing 
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praifmg God for all your benefaftors ; as alio 
of fliewing your charity, by praying for your 
enemies; and laftly, of begging graces and 
bleffings for all your friends and relations, and 
for all that have defired your prayers. 

If any confiderations will make a Chriftian 
ferious and devout at his prayers, furely thefe 
will: — That he is doing a work the moft 
pleafing to God ; that he is going to do him- 
felf, and all his fellow Chriftians, the greateft 
good that can be thought of* 

Well then, with thefe difpofitions and with 
thefe views, you begin your prayers in an 
HUMBLE CONFESSION of your owt finSy and the 
fins oj all others \ without which none of our 
prayers will be accepted; (for a finner can 
make no prayer that will be heard, but for 
the grace of converfion only.) 

When the congregation are making this 
confeffion to Almighty God, meekly kneel- 
ing upon their knees ; if there be any fo ill 
taught, or fo ignorant of their duty, as wil- 
fully to refufe to put themfelves into this 
humble pofture, one may, without any breach 
of charity, conclude — that man does not know' 
himfelf to be a miferable finner; or he does 
not confider, that his prayers will be rejefted; 
or he does not believe, that hell-fire will one 
day be the portion of unpardoned finners: 
if he did, he would think no pofture too pain- 
ful by which he might obtam God's pardon 
andbleffing. 

T9 
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To proceed: — After this confeffion, follows 
THE ABSOLUTION; not to be repeated by you, 
but by the minifter of God only; and in the 
name, and by the authority, of Gkxl. 

Ignorant people may fuggeft, that we take 
upon us to par don Jins^ which we acknowledge 
NONE BUT God can do. But furely God 
can fend bis pardon, as well as a king can fend 
his, by what hands he thinks fit. And if be 
has committed this minijiry of reconciliation to his 
own minijiersj (as St. Paul affures us*' he has 
done) who will be fo perverfe as to refufe fo 
great a mercy, though it comes through the, 
hands of a man like themfelves ? 

Pray remember the behaviour of no lefs a 
man than king David; who thought himfelf 
happy that he could receive abfolution by the 
mouth of his flibjedt Nathan; who, upon his 
confeffion, declared, God hath put away thyjin^ 
thoujhalt not die J 

God beftows his bleffings of pardon and 
peace according to his own appointment. He 
has appointed his minifters to baptize you for 
the remiffion of fins : and in order to afiiure 
to you the pardon of your fins, they are or- 
dained to adminifter to you the other holy 
facrament. 

Jefus Chrift impowered his minifters not 
only to pray for, but to give with efFedt, the 
bleffings or peace and happinefs, which none 
but God can give, to every fon of peace, that 
is^ to every perfon qualified to receive fuch a 

• 2 Con V. 18. ^ z Sam, xii, 13. 

blefling. 
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^ bleffing/ Even fo every Chriftian, duly qua- 
lified by true repentance and faith unfeigned, 
may have the comfort of hearing his pardon 
pronounced by God's own ambaffador, pur- 
iiiant to Chrift's own power and authority. 

But that God may render this pardon, by 

the mouth of his minifter, more cfFe6tual, 

every true penitent would do well to receive 

and apply it to himfelf in fome fuch fecret 

prayer as this following: — May this pardon^ O 

Lord, fall upon my foul j andfeal the forgivenefs 

ef alt my fins! This one would recommend 

^ain and again to every devout Chriftian, as 

1 what would be attended with the greateft com- 

I" ' fort and affurance of his pardon being fealed 

I' in heaven. 

The next thing which we are direfted to do^ 
is to addrefs our Heavenly Father in a prayer 
^pointed by the Son of God himfelf This con- 
fiderarion fhould oblige us always to fay this 
prayer with the greateft attention, delibefe^ 
tion, devotion, and zeal; that God may hear 
m according to the full importance of this 
moft comprehenfive prayer. 
. And now we are qualified to prdfe God, 
and to give him thanks for all his mercies j 
which we are to do in the following pfalms 
and hymns.. And pray take notice, that the 
plalms are appointed to be read over no lefs 
Aan twelve times in every year, for this great 
and good reafon ; that we may leam (by hear- 
ing and repeating them fo often) to pray to, 

f Luke X. 6. 
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and praife Gcxl, in the very words or expreC- 
fions of the Holy Ghoft, which, to be fure, 
will always be moft acceptable to the Divine 
Majefty. 

Then follows a leflbn out of the Old Tes- 
tament. The Old Teftament was written 
in order to eftablifh the great article of a divine 
providence; and to give men right nptions of 
God's glorious perfe6lions, of his almighty 
power, his infinite wifdom, his juftice, good- 
nefs, and truth. 

When the minifter "faith, Here beginneth 
the leflbn; fay in your heart, God is going 
to fpeak to me; (hall I not vouchfafe to hear 
him with attention? God grant that I niaj[' j 
hear, and underfland, and bring forth fruit 
an hundredfold! 

It is in thefe . books, that we have an ac- 
count of what has happened from the creation 
to the coming of Chrifl:, and particularly of 
the two flates of man, his innocency and his 
fall. Tliat God having made man, he pro- 
mifed to make him happy for ever, if he would 
be obedient to his commands: but man fail- 
ing in this, forfeited all his right to eternal 
happinefs, and became fubje6t to fin and to 
death. That to convince us of his infinite 
goodnefe, love, and mercy, from the moment 
man fell, God promifed a Redeemer, for whofe 
fake his repentance fhould be accepted, on con- 
dition he would live according to that light 
and reafon which God had given him. 

After 
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After this, men, abufing their reafbn, and 
falling into idolatry, God gave them, by his 
fervant Mofes, written laws to walk by; and 
from time to time raifed up prophets, either 
to explain the true meaning of thofe laws, or 
to foreftiew what would be the fad confequencc 
of their perfifting to provoke God by their 
wicked lives. 

And to convince men of his infinite /r^iV^, 
and hatred of Jiriy it appears in thefe books, 
that he has puniflied nnners in all ages, with- 
out refpe6l of perfons ; once in the deftru6tion 
of the whole world, except eight perfons ; 
at another time, by fire and brimftone from 
heaven; and by infinite other fore judgments, 
by the fwordy famines^ pefiilencey and perfe-^ 
oitions. 

All thefe things were written for our in- 
ftru6lion ; that we may profit by hearing them 
read; and that we may learn to fear, and love, 
and obey, this great and good God, who can 
make us infinitely happy or miferable beyond 
cxprcflion. 

Remember therefore, I befeech you, our 
Saviour's words : If they bear not (if tney mind 
not) Mofes and the Prophets ^ neither will they 
be perfuaded though one rofefrom the dead. So 
dfbamul is the confequence of not attending 
to the word of God Avhen read in the church. 

After this follows one of the tnofl devout 

hymns of praife that ever was made by man, 

to the praife of God the Father, Son, and 

Holy Ghofl, to whom you were dedicated in 

I 2 baptifm; 
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baptifm; beginning with thefe words: — " We 
*' praife Thee> O God," &c. 

That you may join with the church with 
greater devotion, remember what God hath 
declared ; They that honour me^ Twill alfo honour *. 

Then will be read the fecond leffon out of 
the New Testament, In attending to 
what you hear out of the New Teftament, 
you will be convinced, that it was one and 
the fame Spirit which was the author of both 
the Old and New. 

Prepare yourfelf to hear the hiftory of. 
Chrift Jefus your Saviour, and the manner of | 
your redemption, as truths on which your 
falvation depends. Our Saviour himtfelf give* J 
us warning what will follow, if we do npti ' 
mind thefe things : It Jhdll be more tolerabk^]^ 
for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment^ 
than for people 'Who have an opportunity of hear *^ 
ing the word of God, and dejpife it. , 

Here you have the terms of your falvation^ - 
and the example of your Saviour, fet before, 
you. Here you have an account of the Son 
of God, the promifed Redeemer, taking our * 
nature upon him; inftrufting us what we 
muft believe, and what we muft do, to be 
faved; fufFering what our fins had deferved; 
fatisfying the jullice, and reftoring us to the 
favour of God. 

And that no man, no, not the moft un- 
learned Chriftian, may be difcouraged from 
reading and hearing the fcriptures, our Lord 
gives God tlianks,^ for that he reveals thefe 

KMatth.xi. 25. truths. 
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truths, and makes them eafy to the humble, 
obedient, and willing Chriftian. And indeed 
the gofpel does not only teach Chriftians their 
duty, but alfo infpires them with grace to 
underftand, and power to perform it.** 

That therefore you may profit by the word 
of God, remember and obferve thefe two rules : 
'^— Firft ; apply what you hear as fpoken to 
yourfelf: this command^ this promifcy this 
tbreateningy this reproof y this direSlion^ this 
warnings I will take to myfelf. And, 2dly, 
fail not to beg of God, at the end of every 
IdTon, that he may enable you to underftand, 
and love, and obey his holy word. 
-. In this word are contained all the articles 
, of your Chriftian faith; which, that we may 
jreniember them the better, are all fummed 
up in the apostles' creed, which ought to 
be repeated with great deliberation. And if 
every one would fecretly beg of God, in the 
words of the apoftles,^ Lord^ increafe my faiths 
at the end of the creed, God would moft lurely 
increafe his faith, and it would become a fure 
fhidld againft all the aflaults of the devil. 

After this we proceed to make our prayers 
and fupplications to God for the graces and 
bleflings we ftand in need of. For kings, and 
all that are in authority, that we may lead 
quiet and peaceable lives:— for the minifters 
OT God, who fhew unto you the way of fal- 
▼ation; and to whom the word of reconcilia- 
l^n, and of life eternal, is committed: — an4 

> John vi. 63. * Luke xvii. 5. 

laftly, 
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kftly, for all eftates and conditions of men, 
that our charity may render our prayers more 
acceptable to God. 

The LITANY is a part of our fervice, which 
will be attended to, and joined in, by every 
devout Chriftian, who fears the judgments of 
God, or fears for himfelf . 

And pray do not think that thofe often-r^ 
peated words, let us pray, are faid without 
reafon. Every one knows for himfelf, how 
very apt our minds are to wander in prayer: 
and thefe words are defigned, and fhould al-^ 
ways put us in mind, to whom we are /peaking^ ' 
that our thoughts may go along with our lips, 
when we fpeak to him who knows our hearts. 

You cannot but obferve, that we conclude 
all our prayers with fome fuch expreffion aSv^ 
li\m— through Jefus Chriji our Saviour \ that 
we may ever remember, that it is for his fake, 
and for what he has done and fufFered for us, 
that God gives Us any thing we pray for. 

When the minifter goes to the altar, pre- 
pare to hear, with the greateft attention, the 
commandments of God^ which at your baptifm 
you vowed to keep all the days of your life. 
As often as thefe are read, you have an oppor- 
tunity of feeing wherein you have offended 
againft any of thefe commands, and of beg- 
ging God's pardon for what is paft, and hist 
grace to obferve them better for the time to 
come, in thefe moft affefting words, which 
the church has provided, Lordy have mercy 
upon usy and incline our hearts to keep this law; 

which 
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which fhould never be hurried over, but faid 
with the greateft devotion. 

When the epistle and gospel are read, 
and you remember that they are portions of 
lacr^ fcripture, taken out of the book of 
your falvation, you will hear them with the 
greater attention. 

'4 Sometimes you will hear the moft inftruc- 
tive fermons or parables of Chrift; at other 
times you will hear the miracles he wrought 
fer the confirmation of our faith. 

And, to encourage us to follow his blefled 
I example of patience, humility, fubmiffion to 
the will of God, and^ifregard for this world, 
we have fet forth, in the go/pel, his moft fure 
promife of grace and confolation while we live, 
and of happinefs eternal when we die. 

And to hinder us from growing fecure and 
carelefs, we fhall often and often hear in thefe 
gpfpels the dreadful doom which Unconverted, 
hardened, and impenitent fmners fhall furely 
meet with in the next world. 

At certain folemn feafons, you have a par- 
ticular account of what Jefus Chrift has done 
and fuffered for our redemption and falvation, 
that we may never forget his love. 
• And in the feveral Epijiles, you will hear, 
cyeiy man his duty very particulariy fet down. 
In tne words not of man, but (as they are in- 
deed) the words of God. 

And fome part or other of this word you 
will hear every Lord's day explained in the 
Sermon, and prefled upon you, in order to 

enlighten 
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enlighten the minds of the ignorant, to awaken^ 
the confciences of the carelefs and profane, 
and fuch as hold the truth in unrighteouf- 
nefs. But then, as you hope to profit by 
fermons, you muft come to church with an 
humble and teachable temper; fubmitting to 
receive inftruftion, reproof, and advice, from 
the perfon whom the providence of God has 
fet over you. 

If the SACRAMENT of the Lord^s Supper is 
to be adminiftered, and you lightly turn your 
back upon that holy ordinance, you muft not j 
expeft that God will hear any ot the prayers . 
that you have made. UH^ this in remembrance 
ofme^ were the dying words of •Jefus Chrift. ; 
You refufe to obey tfiis command, (for fuch ' 
in truth it is) and yet hope that God, for his ' 
fake, will hear you when you call upon him. 

Do not deceive yourfelf. It is by this fa- 
crament, that the fubjefts of Chrift are diftin- . 
guifhed from the fubjefts of Satan. Have a 
care, therefore, left it happen to you as it did 
to the Egyptians; left the deftroying angel, 
finding you without the blood of the lamb, 
the mark of your high calling, ftiould have 
power to deftroy you. 

Confider, that this facrament is to Chrift 
tians what the tree of life was to Adam in 
paradife; it was to make him immortal; fo 
that when he deprived himfelf of that food, 
he was left to his natural weaknefs, which 
ended in death, and mifery till death. And 
whoever deprives himfelf of this bread of life 

will 
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will be left to themfelves, to the power of 
Satan, and to death eternal. 

Do but lay to heart, how many tears it coft 

-5t. Peter for a crime fo near a-kin to this, and 

fou will not lightly turn your back upon this 

i. iacrament ; it being in efFeft faying, / am not 

one of y ejus Chriji's difciples. 

And now the publick fervice of the church 
concludes with a trioji folemn blejjingy pro- 
nounced by the prieft of God. 

That you may always difpofe yourfelves to 
receive this blefling with devotion and advan- 
tage, I will flievv you the certain bleffed fruits 
of doing fo. In the book of Numbers, [chap. 
vi. 22.] there is a Ipecial charge given to the 
priefts, by God himfelf, to blefs the people. 
There is a fpecial form for doing it; and there 
i« a fpecial blefling promifed to follow upon 
the prieft's blefling : And I (faith God) will 
blefs them. 

In Deut. X. 8, it is expreflly faid, that God 
leparated the tribe of Levi, to blefs in bis name. 
And accordingly, 2 Chron. xxx. 27, we have 
the priefts blefling the people; and it is there 
added, That their voice was heard^ and their 
prayer came up to God's holy dwelling-place ^ even 
unto heaven. 

Had the bleflTing of the prieft under the law 
fuch a good effe6l, and has not Jefus Chrift 
^ven his minifters as great a power? That 
would be to have very unworthy thoughts of 
the gofpel miniftry indeed: — a miniftry to 
which, St. Paul expreflly tells us, God has in 

an 
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an efpecial manner committed the powef of 
reconciling men to God.*" 

I will fet before you the devotion with 
which the people of God received the bleffing 
of the prieft; a pattern not to be defpifed. It 
is in the fiftieth chapter of Ecclefiafticus, at 
the 2oth and 21ft verfes, you read as follows: 
'-^When they bad finijhed the ferviccj then the 
frieji lifted up his hands over the whole congre^ 
gation^ to give the blejfing of the Lord with bis 
lipSy — and they bowed themfelves down to worjhipy 
that they might receive a bleffing from the Moft 
High. And a bleffing moft certainly every 
Chriftian receives from the Moft High, ac- 
cording as he is difpofed for fuch a mercy, 
and as he has qualified himfelf by his devout 
behaviour in the fervice of God. 

The publick fervice being ended, a ferious 
Chriftian will not conclude that he has done 
all that is required of him. He will rather 
confider where he has been; what he has 
been doing j what he has heard; what he has 
prayed for. He will confider, that he has 
been at the houfe of Godj where he has heard 
God fpeaking to him by his own minifter. 
He will give God thanks for the helps and 
means he has vouchfafed him of knowing his 
duty, and of performing it. He will call to 
mind what he has heard, and beg of God 
that he may profit by it; that he may live as 
he has been taught, and as a Chriftian ought 
to live. In fhort, he will not let the world 

* 9 Cor. V. iS. 

take 
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tab pofleffion of his heart as loon as he comes 
out of the church, but will endeavour to edify 
his foul by fome fuch thoughts and Ihort 
petitions as thefe: — 
' I have been profeffing openly my faith in 

* God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, to 

* whom I was dedicated in baptifm. I have 

* been told by his own minifter, and out of 
' his own word, what my duty is, how I ought 

* to walkfo as topleafe God. I have been pray- 

* ing for fuch bleffings as may make me happy 

* wnile I live, and for fuch graces and virtues 

* without which I fhall be moft miferable 

* when I die. If I do not profit by thele 

* things, they will mofl furely rife up in judg- 

* ment againft me. 

* To be fo often tdid what will pleafe and 

* what will difpleafe God, and not to mind it: 

* to know that he is terrible in judgment, and 

* not to fear him : to know that he is gracious 

* and merciful, and not to love him: to be fo 

* often put in mind, that God fees all my 

* a6lions, and not to be afraid to offend him: 

* to pray fo often, and fo long for God's 

* graces, without laying it to heart, that it 

* mufl be my own fault if I do not obtain his 

* grace and affiftance to mend my life. 

'-What will this end in; if I pafs one 

* Lord's day, one year, after another, without 
' growing better by the many fermons I hear; 

* by the prayers offered fo often to God for 

* me; by the times appointed for the taking 

* care or my foul? Is this the way of pr^a- 

*ring 
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* ring for eternity, — for an eternity of happi- 

* nefs or mifery ? Shall I ftill continue to keep 

* thefe thoughts out of my mind ? Shall I 

* fhut my eyes, and not fee the danger of' 

* being loft for ever ? God forbid ! (will every 

* one fay that has any grace) I will rather 

* pray God to deliver me from hardnefs of 

* heart, and contempt of his word. And 
^ fince he has promifed to hear the petitions 

* of fuch as alk in his Son's name, I will, for 

* his fake, befeech him to pardon my imper- 

* feftions and indevotions. And I will en- 

* deavour for the time to come, that my de- 

* votion and zeal fhall be anfwerable to my 
' wants. And then, I am fure, I Ihall return 

* home with a blefling/ 

I pray God we may all do fo, as often as wq 
meet here to worfhip God. And that our be- 
haviour when out of the church, may be fuch 
as becomes the true difciples of Jefus Chrift, 

To whom, &c. 




SERMON 



SERMON VIL 

\ THE TRUE REASON WHY PEOPLE DO NOT 

PROFIT BY SERMONS. 



May I ever read and preach thy Word, O God, with the fame 
fpirit with which it was written. Give me, and all that (hall 
hear me, a lively fenfe of the Almighty power of a True Faith, 
to enable us to overcome all the temptations of the world, the 
flefli, and the devil : and purify all our hearts by this faith, that 
w^ may profit by thy word, be^ converted and faved, through' 
thy mercy in Jefus Chrift. Amen. 



HEB. IV, 2. 

TH£ WORD PREACHED DID NOT PROFIT THEM, NOT BEING 
MIXED WITH FAITH IN THEM THAT HEARD IT. 

AMONGST the great number of Chrif- 
tians who every Lord's day hear the 
word of God read^ explained^ and preached-^ 
how many are there, who by their lives fhevtf 
plamly that they do not profit y are not bet^ 
tered by it\ 

This is a melancholy confideration; and 
therefore it will be neceffary that you (hould 
know ^haf is the true reafon why people do not 
profit by Sermons. We are told, in the words 
juft read to you, that it was for want of faith. 

God 
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God had promifed the children of Ifrael the 
land of Canaan for an inheritance for them- 
felves and their pofterity/ They were told 
that they would meet with difficulties, and fb 
they would not go forward; that is, they 
would not take God's word, that he would 
deliver them out of all the difficulties and 
dangers they fhould meet with. This highly 
difpleafed God; and for a punifhment of their 
unbelief, they were none of them who thus 
diftrufted the promife of God, not one, was 
fuffered to fet a foot in that good land. 

Now this is the cafe of too many Chriftians. 
The bleffed God would have all his creatures 
enjoy that happinefs for which they were 
created. As matters now ftand with us, we 
cannot poffibly be happy, till our natures are 
mended, and changed for the better. We 
forefee fome difficulties in doing this; we will 
not give credit to the word and promife of 
God, that he will make us able to overcome 
all difficulties, and fufficiently reward us when 
we have done fo. 

What will this end in? Why; juft as it 
did with the children of Ifrael. They never 
faw the land of Canaan, by reafon of their 
unbelief. And, as fure as they did not enter 
into the promifed land, fo fure fhall not any" 
Chrifti^n fee the heavenly Canaan, the kirig^ 
Jom of Heaven, who will not attend to, and 
give credit to God's word, his promifes, and 
Sireatenings, and order their lives accordingly. 

* SeeDeut. i. 32, Sec. 

Nowi 
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Now; this word, and thefe promifes, and 
threatenings, are read and preached every 
Lord's day. How then comes it to pafs, that 
the generality of Chriftians are not bettered 
hj it? The anfwer is, the text juft now read: 
' The word preached did not profit them^ not being 
mixed with faith in them that heard it. 

You fee, Chriftians, how much depends 
upon a true and faving faith — even no lefs 
than your tttrndX falvation or damnation. 

. It would be an high prefumption for any 
minifter of Chrift to fay this, without autho- 
rity from God's word. Hear then what our 
Lord Chrift faith,** Go ye into all the worlds and 
' preach the gofpel to every creature. He that be- 
lieveth and is baptized, Jhall be faved\ but he 
that believeth not, jlmll be damned: that is, he 
\ tiiat believeth the gofpel, which contains God's 
I mercy to man, and man's duty to God, and 
\ .is baptifed, and promifeth and yieldeth fmcere 
' obedience to that gofpel; every fuch perfon, 
man or woman, fhall certainly be faved. 
And as certainly, every one, man or woman, 
who believeth not that gofpel, which alfo con- 
taineth God^s wrath againfi all ungodlinefs and 
unrigbteoufnefs of men ^^ whoever receiveth not 
this gofpel, nor believeth it when preached to 
him^ Jhall be damned. 

Now, if thefe two concerning truths do not 
awaken every one who hears them, it muft 
be for want of attending to them; or, in the 
words of the tcxty for want of faith in them 
that hear them. 

* Mark xvi. 15, 16. « Rom. i. 18. But 
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But to awaken, and to cure us of this want 
of faith, this muft be the work of thy griace^ 
O bleffed God! To thee we muft apply foif 
grace to hear thy word with ferioufnefs and 
attention; and for faith to profit by what 
we hear. 

We are aflured, that without faith it is im-* 
poflible to pleafe God. We are aflured alio, 
that a faving faith is the gift of God. And 
this gift and grace will not be denied to any 
one who begs it of God with a defire to be 
bettered by it. So that every one is without? 
excufe, who does not hear the word preached, 
and profit by it. 

The minifters of God are appointed by him^^ 
to read to you and to explain the truths of thd. 
gofpel. To make Jefus Chrift and his gofpcl 
known unto men. To endeavour to convince 
them of the danger they are in without a Re*^; 
deemer. To Ihew men what they muft do to 
be faved. To beg of God to blefs their m-^ 
ftru6lions. To endeavour to awaken the 
confciences of the carelefs, and to make them 
feel, if poflible, the difeafes they labour under, 
and the wounds which fin hath made in their 
fouls; that they may more chearfully embrace 
the means which the mercy of God hath pro- 
vided for their recovery. 

For God is fo wonderfully good and mer- 
ciful to his unhappy creatures, as to promife* 
that he will pardon the greateft finners who 
fhall repent and return to their duty, and will 
make them happy for ever. 

When 
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When thefe things are heard ^d not mind- 
td, as if peopk had no concern iii them, no 
wonder thev do not profit by our fermpns:- 
For converupn and felvation are not sdways 
the effeft of fermons, but the grace of God 
acconqwmying them, and the ^fpofition by 
which they are heard and received; namely, 

i if they are heard with pleafure, and attend^ 
to with ferioufhefs. 

Now, to keep thefc merciful truths iH your 
nuadS) — ^to periuade you to attend to them,— 
to give credit to them, — not to ruin yourfelves 
ly not minding diiem} — thefe are the end of 

I iU pur fermons. And may^ God give his 

i Idefl^ijg to them, and to all that hear them 
inth mth and attention! 

In order to this, you muft firft know 
Wilat that faith is, the want of which is the 

rpccafion o^ people*s not profiting by Sermdnsi 
Why; in few and plain words, faith is the 
Ibdieving, the giving entire credit to, the 
tnidis which God has made known to us in 
liis holy word. And this fidth is to be at- 
boned by bearings attending tp> and divelling 
upon, thole trums; €md begging of God fo 
to open and fet them upon cHir hearts, that 
we may not be eafy, till, by Qod's gnice. 
We live like people who finceit^ do believe 
iiich truths. 

Perhaps you will fay, we do believe iht tratks 

of the gofpel. Pray have a care of decdving 

yourfelves. Remember the words of the 

VOL. t. Ki apoftle, 
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a^ftle/ The ifeiy iivih hiieve; and tremble. 
They know evciy article of the creed to be 
truCj and this makes them tremble. 

You will wonder, when I tell you, that 
there are men in one refpeft even worfe than j 
devils; they ^re ifuch as know, and dare not ' 
deny, the truths of the gofpel, and yet do mt \ 
tremble^ nor are they afraid for themfelves. i 

But you will perhaps afk — if the devils be- 
KcvejWhyiftayricitthejrbefaMsd? Why; their 
cafi is this: they do indeed know, that every 
article of the crfeed is true; but they are fo 
hardened in fin and pride, that they will not j 
a(k God's pardohy his grace j and helpy to reftore 
them io his favour. And whfefher people will 
believe it or not, this is the cafe of all wicked 
meHy with thlfr drily difference, that they are yet 
ifi afiat^ t^ trial \ (whicli tfiofe evil fpirits ^re 
jjaft; arid ha^.toft) whereas the wickedeft of 
iften in this liffe areftill in t ft ate of trials and 
m a pofllbilit^r ^ being fa^cd, if they can but 
hUrtible themfdlves before God, acknowledge 
their ifif^ities^ and thai they have tranfgreffed 
agairiJI the Lord their God;--^]f they will but 
bfeg OT God, of his great mercy, and for his 
Sotf s fike/ to fh&eiafe their faithy to awaken 
their co/t/biencesi and to gfve them the graces 
thsy ftafld io need oft— with fiill purpofe of 
heart of doing what they believe they ought 
td do. AHrftkrh, though^heir fms be never— 
fdmaftyafld great, are yeifiit a fiateand wi^ • 
of falvatioil itid happihels. 

* James iL 19. By 
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By this yoii fee, Chriftians, that there is 
fixtnethihg more heceflary. to falvation than 
imtly believing the truths of the gofpeL Thefe 
fm, may know, and believe, and yet be ruined 
tor ever. Every ferious Chriftian, therefore, 
HSU be defirous to know what more is necef- 
fcy to make our belief a faving faith. And 
ibay God grant that we may io explain this 
knivenly grace, that not one of us may have 
fl^ 111 his foul, till we obtain of God, (for 
^iitiCK is the gift of God) till we obtain fuch a 
MQ^ as will enable us to profit by the truths 
"die gofpel, when propofed and explained 
^ by G6d's minifters ! 
jpfii order to this, you (hall in the firft place 
■^ •filch truths as are proper to awaken 
\i and to convince them, I'bat the care of 
foUh ou^bt io'he the great concern of their 
lives. Such truths are thefe that fbl- 

7 JP/f^j That all men are by nature in fuch a 

ilMiition, as will certainly end in their ever- 

flftiiig ihifeiy, if they are left to themfelves 

and to thdr own defires and choices. For be- 

Mt V r^e 6f fihful creatures, and {)rone to 

el^'iuft holy God ciahiiot take pleafure in them 

lil&ike Acjrii happy, until their corrupt na- 

^ b6«Giended and changbd for die better. 

•'iWew, GcJd faiows, that of ourfelves we 

ittttbt do this, if we ari^ left to ourfelves, 

ifld die weiaknefs of our own corrupt nature 

ttd reaf^ he hath therefore, attheinftance 

K 2 and 
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and for the merits of his own Son, promiied 
to help us, to renew our coqiipt nature, to? 
pardon what is paft, and to affift u? for the. 
time to come to become fuch as he can take 
pleafure in. 

In order, therefore, to difpofe us to clolf^J 
with this great goodnefs of God; to makeuM 
afraid for ourfelves; to humble us* and ld|^ 
us fee .and abhor ourfelves, for having broEa^j 
laws fp holy, juft, and good> and how liatj^j 
we have made ourfelves to his juft incH^ 
tion; God has given us numberlefs inftant 
in his holy : word, of his dreadful difpleaip 
agalnit fuch perfons and places as have bro]^Cii| 
his hw^ without fear, and without repent 
—that all fmngrs may fee what they muftw 
p^6l iathis or the next world, or in botlv-a/i 
■ God has alfo made known:to us, that tjii 
not thdrworld we were made for; that tytf 1 ,_ 
here only in a ftate of trial, that our coiTiUJf 1 
nature jpay be mended, and we made fit. i^\ 
a better life and ftate when we die. Tkl|i|('| 
thisjbe not,donei>efore we die, we ihali'llMf' 
ruined for ever* . , . . v •? hr.n ' 

To prevent this^ God, who would ha^ ^ijjt 
men; to be faved^ and to come to the kn^lw^' 
ledge and belief of the truth, l^as fent his <xi\ji 
Son frpm heavqn, to let us know his ]f>y^ #im 
pleafure, and wjjiat is neceffary to our etcituii 
h^pinei[s. ^ And his blelfed 3on h^s aSi^is4 
ui^, thai he has made our peace with >60iif 
th^t he;will give us all the affiftance wf C99 

want 
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want to make us acceptable to God; that God 
will make us happy for ever, if we fhall ftrive 
and do our beft to live as he has taught us; 
aod that we fhall be miferable, beyond what 
can imagine, if we defpife or negleft thefe 
fers of mercy. 

Thefe are truths made known to us in 

l-God's word, — for the direftion of our lives, 

^ Jor the confirmation of our faith, and for the 

of our obedience. 

To fix thefe truths in your minds and me- 

ies is, or fhould be, the end of all our 

ions. And our Lord has foretold us, that 

is Satan who tempts men to negleft or for- 

: them, that he may ruin their fouls. 

People do not confider this power of the 

^' over the hearts of thofe that do not fear 

I, nor are afraid for themfelves. But pray 

what our Saviour faith:*" The feed fown is 

fl^ word of God, If thofe that hear are carelefsy 

fififd not concerned for themfelves ^ then cometh the 

[^HfcwV, and taketh the word out of their hearts^ 

Hm they may not believe andbefaved. So that 

. you fee, it is the great work of Satan to make 

you hear fermons and God*s word read to you 

with indifference: and that this is one of the 

true reafons why people do not profit by Sermons. 

[Although this Sermon appears unfiniihed, yet the fubje£t of 
it correiponding with the foregoing difcourfes, the Editor has 
thought it his duty to print it even in ics uniinifhed date.] 

• Luke viiu 

SERMON 



SERMON VIIL 

THEMBERY OF NOT ATTENDING TO THE WORD 
AND MINISTERS OF GOD. 



Oteportant fubjcA! Grant, O God, that I myfelf may fee, and be 
lUe to teach others, the danger of livipg in ai^y known fin; of 
kdng diverted from cpnfidering our latter end, by the cares, plea- 
fcrcs, or other idols of this world. Let this truth be ever prefent 
with us— that we have but a (hort time to live, and an eternal in- 
lereft depending; that we may not fquander one moment of this 
ftort life in that which will not profit us in the day of neceffity, 
and the hour of death. O let us never lofe the fight of that impor- 
tant hour, for Jefus Chrift's fake ! Amen. 



PROV. V. II, 12, 13. 

AW) THOU MOURN AT THE LAST, WHEN THY FLESH 
AND THY BODY ARE CONSUMED; [that is, when you 
COME TO die] and SAY, HOW HAVE I HATED INSTRUC- 
TION, AND MY HEART DESPISED REPROOF; AND HAVE 
NOT OBEYED THE VOICE OF MY TEACHERS, NOR IN- 
CLINED MINE EAR TO THEM THAT INSTRUCTED ME.* 

THIS, good Chriftians, is what I would 
endeavour to prevent; that when you 
cpme to die, your confciences may not re- 
proach you — for having not attended to the 
word of God read or preached to you,— for 

• Sec WiliU iii. 19. Matth. x. 14. xiii. 3, 51. and xxviU. 18, 19. 
Mark iv. 9. Luke x. 16, and xi. a8. John xx. 2 1. A<fts xiii. 48. and 
XX0 z2. Ephef. X. XI. x TheiL iv. 8. Heb. xiii. 17. X John iv. 6. 

having 
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having not obeyed the voice of your teachers j 
—for the great number of fermons, admoni- 
tions, aivl reproofs, that have been loft upoi\ 
you J for turning a deaf ear to thofp who 
were appointed to inftruft you, and defpifing 
their reproof. 

You hear, in the words juft read to you, 
what a perfon, direfted by the Spirit of Gdd^ 
afTures you will be one of the great things that . 
will torment and trouble you when you comt v^ 
to die, if you have led a carelefs ana ungodlygj 
life. That you will moft fadly lament yourv 
perverfenefs, your folly, and madnefs; zj}d^ 
wifh, with all your foul, that you had heard fi 
with patience the threatenings of the gofpel, -A 
and that you had taken tlie good advice ofji 
fuch as, out of pity to your fouls, had fore- 11 
warned you of the ruin you were bringing J 
upon yourfelves, by difregarding the word of \ 
God, and the truths of the gofpel. 

Believe it, Chriftians, this is the very be- 
ginning of fin and of ruin; when truths of 
the greateft concern to us are not minded; 
when the means of knowledge, of grace, of 
faith, and of falvation, are flighted. ^ 

Confider, that preaching is an ordinance of 
God, and an ordinance on which depends in 
fome meafure the falvation of the world; for 
how fliall they hear, how fliall they beUeve, 
without a preacher?^ 

This ordinance therefore neglefted or de^ 
fpifed, this fin continued in, how often does 

* Rom.x. 14. it 
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it provoke God to leave men to themfelves, 
to withdraw from them his graces and his 
fpirit! Upon which Satan takes them under 
ms government, and then muji follow fin and 
mifery. 

You will take notice, that this was the very 
cafe of Judas . How many concerning truths 
did he hear from his Lord and mafter! — efpe- 
dally. this one fo often repeated, Take heed and 
beware of covetoufnefs. This was loft upon ' 
him, becaufe he would not lay it to heart; 
and you all know what followed. The 
words of the text were moft dreadfully ful- 
' filled upon him; he mourned at the laft, and 
left this world in defpair. 

Chriftians ftiould confider, that this may 
be their own cafe, that it certainly ivill be fo, 
if they hate to be informed and reproved, if 
they obey not the voice of their teachers. 

Now; the things which I would defire you 
to take notice of, as implied in the text, are 
thefe following: 

F/fy?; That all Chriftians, even the moft 
knowing, will often want to be put in mind 
of their duty ; to be taught, to be told of their 
faults, their infirmities, and backflidings. 

2dly. That God has appointed certain per- 
fons, who, at the peril or their own fouls, are 
to do this — to ivatch for your fouls as they that 
tnuji give an account. "^ 

2^dly. That fuch as negleft or defpife this 
appointment of God, or the minifters ordained 

» Heb, xiii. 17. fo^' 
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for this purpofe, will have reafon to repent of 
it fadly when they come to die, and to conii* 
der what a life they have led, and what fins 
they have fallen into, for want of hearkening 
to the voice of their teachers. 

Thefe truths, one would hope, you do not 
want to be convinced of. 

Every one for himfelf knows, how very apt 
we are to forget our duty, and the vows that 
are upon us, and to fall into fins which we 
have repented of 5 how often we want to be 
awakened into a fenfe of the danger we arc 
in, and of the hopes fet before us. 

Every body, who knows any thing of 
Chriftianity, knows likewife, that there are 
perfons appointed by the Holy Ghoft, as 
overfeers, and to feed the flock of Chriftj to 
teach, to reprove, to rebuke with all autho* 
rity, to inftruft fuch as oppofe themfelves^ 
that they may recover them out of the fiiarc 
of the devil. 

Lafl:ly; every Chriftian, who is acquainted 
with the gofpel, mufl: know the fad doom of 
fiich as may know the will of God, and will 
not hear or mind it, nor order their life ac- 
cordingly: That it will be more tolerable for 
Sodom and Gomorrah at the day of judgment ^ than 
for fuch people y who do not confider, that when 
they delpife the perfons, the miniftry, or the 
doftrine, of fuch as are ordained to inftru£l 
them, They defpife not man^ but God: fo faith 
St. Paul exprelily, i Theff. iv. 8. 

Taking 
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Taking it therefore for granted, that you 
Wieve the preaching of the gofpel to be one 
of thofe neceflary means of falvation,— with- 
out which you would either be altogether 
ignorant of your duty, or foon forget it,— • 
vithout which you would live and die in (in, 
and without hopes of mercy ; taking this for 
l^nted, I will take fome pains (and I hope 
jt will not be loft) to convince you, 

Firfi; Of the infinite danger of living in 
any known fin, left death ftiould furprife and 
^d us to a miferable eternity: 

zdly. That the way not to be furprifed by 
death is, to have death much in our tlioughts : 
^diy. The great care we ftiould take not to 
be diverted from the thoughts of death, by the 
cares, pleafures, or amufements of the world: 
4/i&/v. That when we come to die, we ftiall 
have very different thoughts df thefe idols of 
the world, than what we are apt to have at 
prcfent : 

^thfy. That the ill ufe and lofs of oui* time, 
wluch cannot be recalled, will then be the 
nioft tormenting thought to thofe who now 
lead a carelefs and a finful life: 

La^Iy; That whatever they think of it, this 
>?yill moft furely be the fate and puniftiment 
oiF thofe who refufe to hear and obey the voice 
c>f their teachers. 

I. In the firft place, pray confider with me 
^ie infinite danger of living in any known Jin. 
^ow whoever does fo;^ lives in rebellion agamft 

his 
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his Maker, one who can deftroy both body 
and foul in hell. He moft ungratefully of-' 
fends the beft Father and Friend, the molt 
indulgent Prince and Lawgiver, who com- 
mands his fubjecls nothing but what is ab- 
folutely neceffary to make them happy ; nor 
forbids them any thing but what would hurt 
and ruin them. You defpife the patience and 
long-fufFering of God, who can deprive you 
of life whenever he pleafes, and continues you 
in life only that you may be converted and 
faved. You are in danger of provoking God 
to withhold his grace, without which you can 
never repent, never be faved. You, in effeft, 
renounce being a fubjeft of God, and choofe 
to be a flave to Satan. You are in the direfl: 
way to atheifm— even to wifti there was no 
God to call you to an account. 

This is the very condition of every one 
who lives in the pra6lice of any known fin ^^ or 
who, when he perceives that he has offended 
God, does not immediately repent of it, and 
refolve to do fo no more. And whofoever 
fhall be furprifed by death in this ftate, has 
nothing to expe6l but a miferablc eternity. 

II. This fhould convince us of the great w- 
cejjity and advantage of having the thoughts 
OF DEATH much at heart. 

If Chriftians would but ferioufly confider, 
that the fentence of death is already paffed-i 
upon them, (as it really is upon every one oS 
us) they would be apt to think now^ juft a^ 
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they would do when that fentence c6mes to 
be put in execution. Why ftiould I fet my 
heart upon a world where I am to continue 
(0 very ftiort a while, and where I am fure 
never to meet with true fatisfaftion? What 
if God, feeing me very intent upon the world, 
and fetting up my reft here, ftiould fay imtd 
w.ii as he has done to many others, Thfufooli^ 
this, flight pall thy foul be required of theef 
What then will this unrighteous gain-profiC 
me? How bitter will the remembrance of 
thefe unlawful pleafures be to me? With 
vfhat pain and grief ftiall I then pait with 
Acfe nches, thefe pleafures, thefe idols, which 
I ana now fo fond of? ' . - 

;-Let me, therefore, beg of you tofuppofe 
you were now lying at the point of dejatli;. ;; 
Would yeSUj for the lake of leaving a bettei; 
^SatC: behind. you, would you take advantage 
ofri^t poor mien's necelJities;: — of' :. this pow 
'nqu's ignorance? Would you recommend to 
yput. cfuldren the way or life youi^yourfetf 
have led? Would you not rather t4\L ,thqmi 
Multitude, of bufinefs has ruined,^ me 5. it 
^s made ime forget myfelfc.my God,., my 
^uty to both, and the end of my being* Jfent 
^to the world. i,v . • . .. 

i\ Of if you have led a.car^lefe, ufelefs, idte 
lijfe, woiuld you not charge; ybur children, as 
^ey hope to be faved, not to follow your ex-- 
^mple? Would you not bid them, over and 
*^^^t^ again, remember the fentence palled 

upon 
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upon the unprofitable fervant, Caji bim into 
outer darknefs. 

Or (uppofe vourfelf furprifed by the ap- 
proach Of death in the rtiidft of a life of ple^ 
lures, would you not tell youf children, hoW 
fad ^d bitter the remembrance of iuch a 
life is, wheA one comes to die? That you 
have, by leadine fuch i life, lived in an uttor^ 
forgetfulnefs of God; done little or no gbdd 
in youf generation; loft all the priftciples 6f 
a Chriftian life; fo fixed your heart and foul 
to thefe vanities, that you cannot raife yo«tf 
thoughts to God, nor pray to him, in this 
time of diftrefs, with any hopes of being heaitl. 

Laftly; would not the m&ft learned m^i 
upon fetting death before his eyfis, corifefs the 
folly and impertiiichte of every ftudy whicli 
doeis not tend to better our neighbour or our- 
felves, to glorify God, to meUd the corruptidd 
of our nature, and to reftore us to the imsi^ 
of God; which does hot ferve to fiirnifti the 
underftandirig with heavenly wifdom, and the 
foul with devout afFe6tions ? 

In ftiort, death will come, whether \4^e 
think of it or not; the time, it is true, is ufti 
cereaiti; but this we are fure of, that the t^ 
fon why the unfruitful tree was liot inrtrid* 
diately cut down #as, that it might (if l^fed 
a little longer) bring forth fruit tvoithy of its 
place in the vineyard. 

III. This Jhe'tDs the great cafe we ought ti 
take not to be dive f ted from the Jigbt of didth 

by 
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h afvfnne negligence, or by the bujinefs or plea-- 
jures of this world. 

Few people imagine, that they ftiall ever 

forget they muft die; and yet how many live 

to find themfelves deceived, and never think 

of preparing for death till they come within 

the fight of eternity ? It is then indeed they 

w^'^fee their error; but who will aflTurethem 

that it is not then too late? It is for this rea- 

fen, 6ur Lord has made it one of the exprefs 

duties of Chriftianity, to watch continually left 

that day overtake us unawares; becaufe fo 

very much depends upon it. He has alfo 

forewarned us, in the parable of the feed fown 

among thorns, what are the things which will 

certainly divert us from the thoughts of what 

muft come hereafter; afltoring us, that an 

heart pofleflTed with the love oJF riches^ or filled 

with the cares, the pleafuresy or idols, of this 

World, is utterly incdpable of entertaining any 

lafting thoughts of another life. 

It is true, a form of religion and piety, and 

feme ferious thoughts and purpofes, arid even 

good works, may for a time fuoM with a life 

of fenfual pleafures, worldly amiifements, and 

the love ot riches > but at laft, he, who knows 

^A^hat is in man, aiTures us, that thefe will 

chpak every grain of good feed which his 

Spirit had fown in our hearts. 

Let us therefore be perfuadcd, by all that 
is dear to us, not to lofe the fight of death, 
Tsy diverfions which will fignify nothing to, 

us 
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US when we come to die, but only to torment 
us. For, 

IV, When ive come to die^ wejhall have very 
different thoughts of all thefe idols of the worldi 
than what we are apt to have atprefent. 

You have feen a child extremely fond of 
his playthings, and moft impatient to part 
with them: an hour after, perhaps, h';^^is 
taken ill, and you ftrive to divert him by tfie 
things he was juft before fo very fond of j but 
all in vain: the very fight of them offends 
him. Why now, as fure as we live, this will 
be the cafe of every foul of us, if we will fet 
our hearts upon things which will not fatisfy 
and comfort us when we come to die. 

You aie young, and you think a ferious 
temper is not neceffary. Depend upon it, you 
will not think fo, if God (hall vifit you, and 
bring you within the fight of death. Yoi| 
will then fee the folly and madiiefs of a life 
Ipent in fin and vanity. 
. You are at prefent fond of what you call 
pleafant company 3 you will not believe it/ 
that;a time will come when you will ciy out. 
Would to God I had never feen thofe unhappy 
people who tempted me to an idle life, which 
made me forget myfelf, my. God, and efpe- 
cially rtiy latter end! 

As for fenfual pleafures, of every kind, it 
Will be found true of them what the wife mart 
iaid of wine, jit the lafl they will Jiing like a 
ferpenty and bite like an adder. Their wound 
will be mortal. 
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You lead a ufelefs lifej and you make your 
mind eafy with fuch thoughts as thefe: I 
have enough to live on, and why fhould I 

t trouble myfelf with labour and care? I will 
tell you why ; for this reafon, amongft others ; 
becaufe, when you come to die, fuch a (cnp-^ 
ture as this may come to torment your foul, 
G^ the unprofitable feruant into outer darknefsy 
there Jhall be weeping and gnajhing of teeth. 

To avoid this fentence, there are others fo 
wy intent upon the world, that they make a 
little religion ferve their turn;^ nor will they 
give themfelves time to hear, what their 
teachers would tell them, that this is not the 
world they were made for; and that they 
will have quite other thoughts of this world 
when they come in fight of that which is to 
I come, and look back upon the little they have 
done towards preparing for a life which muft 
never end. 

V. It is then the ill use and loss of 
TIME will be the torment of their fouls y who now 
kad a carelefs or afnful life. 
' Moft people in health are apt, too apt, to 
flatter themfelves that they have time enough 
brfore them; and that, as long as they live, 
their falvation will be in their own hands. 
This delufion has been the ruin of many a 
foul. / fay unto you (faith our Lord) many 
fialljeek to enter j and Jhall not be able. This 
is fair warning to fuch as will be making ex- 
periments how long they may go on in a care- 
v.yoL. I. L lefs 
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lefs way of living, depending upon their own 
purpofes, and the goodnefs and grace of God, 
whenever they (hall think fit to alk for it; not 
confidering that a time may come, that a time 
nioill come, when by a juft judgment they (hall 
not be able to make one ftep towards their fal- 
vation, becaufe they defpifed the long-fufFering 
and goodnefs of God, which was defigned to* 
lead them to repentance. 

Chriftians do not coniider, as they fhould 
do, that we are in this life in a ftate of trial ; 
that this trial is for eternity; and that as we 
behave ourfelves- well or ill in this life, it will 
be well or ill with us for ever. 

He that lays this to heart, will never think 
his time a burthen ; will never feek for ways 
to get it off his hands j will never imagine- 
that he may fpend it as he pleafeth j will never 
live as if he had nothing to do. 

Now, that you may fet a true value upon 
the time which God allows us, in order to 
have our corrupt nature mended, and to fit us 
for heaven, do but reprefent to your minds 
one, who, when he comes to die, and looking 
backwards, can fee nothing that he has done' 
but what muft render him unworthy of the 
favour of God; — who has done little or no 
good in his generation ;— who has done a great 
deal of evil, and has no longer time to repait 
of it, and to bring forth fruits meet for re- 
pentance; — who has done wrong to his neigh- 
bour, and has no time to make reftitution;— 

who 
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wha is furprifed in a courfe of fin, in the 
inidft of worldly cares or pleafures, in an 
utter forgetfulnefs of God, and the duty he 
owes to him. 

One cannot but tremble when we but fup- 
pofe fuch a cafe as this, left it (hould be your*s, 
or mine, or any Chriftian's, when he comes 
to lie upon his death-bed. 

And yet it may be fo, and it really will be 
fo, if we negle6l the means of grace ordained 
bf God to keep us from bringing this ruin 
upon ourfelves. 

VL Particularly, ifChriJlians refufe or neg- 
kS to hear and obey the voice of their teachers. 

Moft people are apt to believe they know 
jhdr duty as well as thofe that are ordained to 
inftruft them. And the truth is, the duties 
of chriftianity are fo plain and reafonable, that 
&e moft unlearned need not perifti in a chrif- 
tian country for want of knowledge. How 
tken comes it to pafs, that fo many chriftians 
arc in the certain way of perdition? The rea- 
fim is plain; they do not attend and hearken 
to their teachers, with that ferioufhefs they 
ought to do, who would ever and anon put 
tbcm in remembrance of what mujl follow 
Aar difobedience. 

People know their duty; but they are, the 
*cry belt of men, but too apt to forget it. 
They believe the penalty — but are diverted, 
too often, from laying it to heart. Worldly 
Wrcs and bufinefs, fenfual pleafures, and other 
L 2 amufements, 
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amufemcnts, are the thorns mentioned by out 
Lord, which choak the word, and it becometh 
unfruitful. 

Befides this, our corrupt nature is very un- 
willing to dwell upon fuch amazing fiibjefts 
as muft of neceffity give great uneafinefs to 
people's minds, who are engaged in any iinfdl 
way. They will avoid, they will ftiut out, 
the thoughts of death and judgmeilt, if pof- 
fible, out of their very memory. 

And therefore our gracious Lord, who 
knows what man is, and the terrible conjfcr! 
quence of fuch obftinacy, has appointed his 
minifters, who, at the peril of their own foulsy 
fliall ever and anon bring thefe things to your 
remembrance; and prefs you, as you value 
your fouls, to dwell upon them; and as often 
as you forget them, fo often to found them in 
your ears, until, by the grace of God, you 
order your life accordingly, and bring forth 
fruit anfwerable to amendment of life. 

And they that negleft to hear thefe truths 
from their teachers will moft certainly mourn 
at the laft, and fay, '^ How have I hated in- 
*^ ftruftion, and my heart defpifed reproof!" 
when they come to fee what their negligence 
has ended in. 

How fiich negligence does end, the fame in- 
fpired writer tells us in the following verfes: 
they will be forced to confefs, / was almoji in 
all evil. And the obfervation is certainly 
moft juft, "That the profanation of the L^at 

day^ 
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d(ti^ and the negleSi of the ordinances then ad- 
fninijieredy is the beginning of all evil\ and the 
greateft criminals have been forced to confefs 
this at the laft, when their eyes have been 
opened upon the fight of death and judgment, 
and what muft follow. 

And let no Chriftian, even the moft know- 
ing, be fo conceited as to think he ftands not 
in need of inftruftion from his teachers, after 
what the apoftle has declared,*" "That the 
preaching of the gofpel is the power of God unto 
tbefahation of them that hear and believe. And 
that it pleafeth God, by the foolijhnefs of preach^ 
ingy to fave them that believe. Intimating, that 
(Sod has annexed the grace of converfion and 
ialvation, in a great meafure, to the preach- 
ing of the gofpel, to them who clofe with 
this ordinance, who efteem, and are fenfibly 
afiefted with it, and endeavour and pray td 
be bettered by it. 

And they that imagine that they know their 
duty, and need no teachers, will however 
ftand in need of being put in mind both of 
Ihdr duty and danger, which the beft of men 
are too apt to forget, and fall into the fins 
they have repented of. 

And one moft neceflTary grace they fiirely 

Want, (who think they want hot to be in- 

I ftmfted) and that is, the grace of humility , the 

want of which (or elfe they underftand little 

of thdrduty) will fhut them out of heaven, 

^ Rom. i. i6. J Cor. L 18, %u 

' . And 
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And now, good Chriftians, if you have at- 
tended to what has been faid upon this fub- 
jc6l, you will, I hope, be difpofed to come to 
fome fuch refolutions as thefe following: 

* I will no longer flatter myfelf, that my 
' time is in my own power; this fhort and 

* uncertain time of life is my time of trial, of 

* grace, and of fitting myfelf for heaven and 
^ h^ppinefs : how long it will laft, God only 

* knows, and therefore, through his grace, I 

* will not let it flip and lofe it. I will thank , 
^ God for his patience in waiting fo long for 

^ the fruits of his graces; and beg of him to 

* enable me to bring forth fuch fruit as his 

* mercy and goodnefs will accept of. And I 

* will endeavour, by a fincere repentance and 
' an holy life, to prevent the fad reproaches 

* of an awakened confcience, when I fliall 
^ have no more time to do any thing towards 
'making my peace with God. 

* It is not now a queftion among Chrif- 

* tians, as it was among heathens, — What 

* will become of us when we die ? Our Liord 

* Chrifl: came down from heaven to let us 

* know this, and that death infallibly fends 
^ us to a much better, or much worfe place, 

* than that we are now in. And thereiOTe I 

* will make it one part of my daily prayers, 

* that God may not fufier me to rorget my 

* latter end, and what will follow. I fee the 

* advantage it would be to myfelf, and to th^e 

* world, if we were often put in nrind of this 

•by 
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* hj thofe that are ordained to inftru6l us. 
' It would teach us more than we are aware 
' of; it would tie up our hands from inju/iice, 
^ofipre^on, and every evil aSi-, and keep our 
' hearts from malice^ from twtxy Jinful pleafure^ 
' which we (hall then go to account for. 

* I will, therefore, (will every ferious chrif- 
' tan fay) I will blefs God for the paftors he 
f ha$ appointed to put us in remembrance of 

* thefe things ; and I will endeavour to profit 

* by their inftru6lions. 

* I fee plainly, that every thing confpires 

* to make us lofe the remembrance of the dan- 
f gers that encompafs us. The pleafiires we 

* are fo fond of are only an art againft think- 

* ing of death. The cares of the world, and 
f the love of worldly things, are only a de- 

* vice of Satan to make us fet up our reft 

* here. Every vice we are fond of, every fin 

* we commit, makes us ftill more unwilling 
^ to think of death. What then would be- 

* come of us, if it were nobody's duty to (hew 

* us whither our fteps will certainly lead us ? 

* In one word, we (hould live, as we fpeak, 

* by chance; we (hould never ferioufly confi- 
. * der what we came into the world for; what 

* we are doing; whither we are going. 

* I will hot look upon the inftru6tions of 

* the minifters of God as the words of men, 

* but, as they are indeed, grounded upon the 

* word of God, and as fuch I will hearken to 
^ thiem. And I will hope and depend upon 
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* it, his bleffing will go along with thenii if 

* it is not my own fault. — They nvatcbfor our 
^ fouls as they that muji give an account. What 
^ a mournful account will they have to give 

* of thofe that will not hear their inftru6bions ? 

* And what a mournful end will they make 

* whojhall defpife their reproof?* 

Horribky (faith the wife man) horrible wiU 
be the end of the unrighteous: they have no hope^ 
no comfort J in the day of trial. But the righie^ 
ous hath hope even in his death. ^ ■ * 

Thefe are the thoughts which will fupport 
his departing foul: 

* I have obeyed the voice of my teachers, 

* and inclined mine ear to them that inflxufted 

* me; and their inftru6tions have not been in 

* vain. They often put me in mind of the 

* thoughts I fhould have when I fhould come 
^ to die J and thefe thoughts made me more 

* careful of my duty, and kept me from a 
' thoufand evils. The return of every Lord's 

* day brought along with it its efpecial blefs- 

* ing; either fome advice, or fome reproof, 

* fome duty I had forgot, or fome fin I had 

* unwarily fallen into. Thefe I received as 
^ meffages from God, and ordered my life ac- 
^ cordingly, and now I have the comfort of 

* doing fo, when I moft ftand in need of it.* 

Who would not wifh to make fuch an end? 
And furely it is in the power of every foul 
of us, through the grace of Gqd, to make 

* Wiftl. iiL 

fuch 
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fuch an end. Than which no fight upon 
earth is fo charming, fo defirable, as to fee a 
dying man cheerful, and a foul departing with 
comfort, with a certain profpe6t of a bleffed 
irfurreflion. 

God ! grant that this may be the caf^ of 
myfelf , and of every one that hears me. That 
we may love, and attend to, the word and mi- 
Difters of God. That we may live in the 
fear of God, and die in his favour, for the 
Lord Jefus' fake. 

To whom, &c. 




SERMON 



SERMON IX. 

r THE SHAME AND DANGER OF BEING CHRISTUNS 
WITHOUT CHRISTIANITY. 



EZEKIEL xliil. lO. 



THOU SON OF MAN, SHEW THE HOUSE TO THE HOUSE 
OF ISRAEL, THAT THEY MAY BE ASHAMED OF THEIR 
INIQUITIES: AND LET THEM MEASURE THE PATTERN.* 

THE laft eight chapters pf Ezekiel have 
refpeft unto the ftate of the gofpel, and 
unto the New Jerufalem mentioned in the 
Revelations, as appears from the forty-feventh 
chapter, and from the name of the city Jeho- 
VAK'Shammah', that is, God is there. 

The Holy Spirit having very particularly 
defcribed the Temple and its ordmances, at 
the tenth verfe he commands the prophet to 
ftiew that defcription to the houfe of Ifrael, 
(that is, in a fpiritual fenfe, to the Chriftian 
Church) that they may meafuffy that is, take 
efoecial notice of, the pattern, and be ajhamed 
of their iniquities. 

Now; whatever was written aforetime was 
written for our inftruflion, efpecially what 

* See Prov. xzx. 12, Ifaiah Iviii. I. Jer. vi. z6. Mattk. XX. x6. 
lUan* tt* 28. Ix. 6. Tit. i. 16. Rer. ii. 5, 9. 

was 
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was purpofely defigned for the ufe of the 
church of Chrift, This then being by the 
Holy Ghoft commanded as a very proper 
method of convincing people of their errors 
tojhew them the pattern they ought to imitate, 
that they may be aftiamed when they fee with 
their own eyes how fadly they come (hort of 
it J I fhall therefore follow this direflion, as 
far as that good Spirit fhall enable me, and 
fet before you — firft, The pattern which Chrif- 
tians ought to follow, what they ought to be*, 
and then, fecondly, the manner how they imi^ 
tate or follow this pattern. 

By which I would hope to convince fuch as 
have any degree of ferioufnefs or concern for 
their fouls, that as far as they come jhort of this 
pattern^ fo far they will certainly come Jhort t^ 
that happinefs which God has promifed his faitb^ 
ful fervants. 

Now, in order to do this more efFeftually, 
we fhall confider, 

Firjl*, What is the great defign of the 
gofpel: 

2dly. What means God has ordained for 
making that defign efFeChial : 

^dly. What is required on our part towards 
bringing this defign about. 

A plain account of thefe things will fhew 
Chriflians to themfelves. And when they fee 
how little they are affedted with God's gra*^ 
cious defign for their good, how little they 
have complied with the means ordained for 

bringing 
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bringing it about, and how very indifferently 
they have performed the duties required of 
them; they may be afhamed of their iniqui- 
ties, or be left without excufe. 

I. Andfirft; the great design of the 

GOSPEL is, in the apoftle's words, to turn men 

frm darknefs to light y and from the power of 

Satan unto God-, — that their eyes being en- 

%htened with faving truth, they may fee the 

wonderful goodnefs of God to mankind, in 

offering them happinefs eternal upon the moft 

favourable conditions ; — that being made fen- 

fible of this, they may give glory to God, 

and fhew forth his praife by fruits worthy of 

fuch a favour. 

And truly, the favour was fo great, that 
mankind would hardly have believed it, had 
not God fent his Son into the world, to afTure 
them, that although they are finners, and that 
as fuch he cannot take pleafure in them, yet 
that he is ready to be reconciled to all fuch as, 
bring fenfible and weary of their bad condi- 
tion, are willing to accept deliverance upon 
the terms he has prefcribed, and are content 
to be governed by fuch laws as he knows to 
be neceffary to fit them for that happinefs 
which he defigns for them. 

And that they may not be at a lofs to know 
how that happinefs is to be attained, what 
are the duties required of us, and how we 
may be able to perform them, God, by his 
Son, has given us a full and plain account of 

what 
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what is expefted from ns; upon what tehnt 
he will pardon us; and how we may be en-i 
abled to do what he requires of us. 

To this end, he has appointed certain ordi- 
nances, to the ferious obfervers of which he 
has promifed his infallible blefling. He hra 
alfo appointed an order of men, whofe bufi-^ 
nefs itjhall be^ to teach and to expldn thefe 
things, — to exhort chriftians not to negle^l 
fuch offers of mercy, — and to adminifter thofe 
ordinances, which he has appointed for en- 
abling them to overcome all the difficulties 
they can poffibly meet with. 

And that men may not, at their peril, fet 
light by thefe ordinances, and thofe that ad- 
minifter them, becaufe the ordinances are 
plain, and becaufe they that adminifter them 
are men of like paffions with themfelves, — 
Qod hath expreflly declared, that they that 
defpife thetriy defpife hiniy for by him they are 
fentj and that fuch as will not lay hold of 
the means of grace which he has ordained, 
mijft not expert his affiftance in this life, or 
his favour hi the next, but Ihall be punifhed 
for ever, for abufing fo great goodnefs. 

The truth of all which the Son of God 
fealed with his moft precious blood; that men 
might not have any pretence to queftion the 
truth of thefe things, or to flight them. 

And to awaken them into a fenfe of the 
hazard they run, if they fliould be fo perverfe 
as to defpife that goodnefs which fhould lead 

them 
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them to repent, God has made known to the 
world this concerning truth, That he will call 
aUmen to an account y and that they that have 
km good Jhall go into life everlajiing% and they 
that have done evily into everlajiing fire. And 
that thus it will be, though dl the world 
Ihould be fo ftupid as not to believe or mind it. 
fhis is the defign of the gofpel ; — this is the 
Chriftian's great concern; — this is his work. 

Let us now confider, how this gracious de- 
fign afFefls the generality of Chriftians. 

One would expe6l, that when life and death 
arc fet before people, there would be no diifi- 
culty with them which they fhould choofe: 
that they would be very defirous to be in- 
formed what will be expeSed from them; 
and be very thankful to thofe whom God has 
appointed to inform them, and to be the mi- 
nifters of their reconciliation with God: and 
laftly, one would expe6t a general concern 
arid ferioufnefs, wherever thefe things are be- 
lieved. 

But, alas ! the very contrary to all this is 
' matter of fadl. There are but few, in com- 
paiifon, that give themfelves the trouble of 
laying thefe things to heart at all. And 
therefore the generality of Chriftians have no 
tafte, no fenfe of, no value for, the kindnefs 
and love of God, held forth to us in this dif- 
pcnlation. 

It is true, all that live among Chriftians 
caqinot but hear and know fomething of thefe 

things : 



l6o SHAME AND DANGER OF BEING 

things: but then the corrupt nature of matt, 
which cannot bear to be reftrained, fhives to 
pervert the defign of God and the gofpel, ac- 
cording to the difpofition in which it finds 
them. 

They that are atheijiically difpofed think 
they fee objeflions enough not to believe it. 
Of them that do believe and receive the gofpel, 
very many have only Xhtform of godlinefs^ but 
know nothing of the power thereof. Many 
bold the truth in unrighteoufnefs ; many run into 
finful pleafures; others fufFer the cares of the 
world to take up all their thoughts and time; 
while others, who yet think their time inno- 
cently fpent, are engaged in ftudies which 
have no relation to the one thing needful. All 
thefe, however, are moved by the very fame 
fecret fpring, namely, the fatisfaftion men 
find in forgetting themfelves and the defign 
of the gofpel, which \s*—to make us holy^ that 
we may be happy. 

And this is the reafon, that the name of 
Chrift, as the apoftle fpeaks, (that is, the 
chriftian religion) is blafphemed by imbe-* 
lievers, becaufe of the carelefs and bad lives 
of chriftians— of fuch chriftians as are in dan- 
ger of being ftiut out of heaven, for being as 
bad as infidels. 

But becaufe we fhall be better able to judge, 
by coming to particulars, how far we come 
ihort of our pattern, we will, .^ 

II. In 
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II. In the fecond place, take a view of the 
means which God has ordained for ntaking the 
dejign of the gofpel effeBual for thefalvation of 
mankind. And thefe are, the Miniftry of the 
Word^ and the Sacraments. 

And firft; forafmuch ^% without faith it is 
imfqffibk to pleafe God, God has therefore given 
us bis holy word, as the moft powerful means 
df begetting and increafing m us that faith 
which will fave us, by bringing us to the 
knowledge and belief of God, his attributes, 
and perfections. Forinftance: that he is /«- 
Jbute in goodnefs, and therefore to be loved 
above all things ; that he is infinitelyytt^ and 
fowtrfuly and therefore to be feared; that his 
word is true from everlafting, that therefore 
his promifes may be depended on with the 
greatefl confidence; that he is merciful^ and 
that he is fevere-, kind and merciful to fuch as 
ftrive to pleafe him, and dreadfully fevere to 
fuch as defpife his goodnefs, and break his laws. 
This is the foundation of our faith; this 
is the mighty treafure we enjoy; a bleffing 
which the heathen world are ftrangers to, and 
which even many Chriftians are depHved of. 
Thefe are the oracles, the ftatutes, and judg- 
ments of God, which Jhew us what is good\ 
and "What the Lord our God requires of us^j 
which fet before us the way of life, and the 
way of death ; and teach us what we muf do to 
hi fygoed. Which being in truth the word of 
Godj does effeSiually work in them that believe. 
VOL. I. M Having 
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Having this advantage above all other wri- 
tings, that fuch as read or hear them with air 
honeft mind, and fincerely defire to do die- 
will of God, fuch Jhall know of the doBrine 
whether it be of God. 

In fhort, this is that book of which the 
Spirit in the book of Revelations [ch. i. 3.] 
affirms, Bleffed is he that readethy and they that 
hear the words of this book^ and keep thofe things* 
which are written therein. 

Having thus received of the Lord Jefus, 
how we ought to walk and to pleafe Godj let us 
now fee how we follow this pattern; what 
ufe we make of this mighty bleffing. 

And verily, there is fuch a plain oppoiitioa 
betwixt the rules of the gofpel and the lives 
of many Chriftians, that one cannot but fear. 
that they make but very little ufe of God's; 
word, either for increafing their faith, or go- 
verning their lives. And yet they fay they be- 
lieve the gofpel, and that they hope to be faved. 

This is a ftrange delufion indeed! — Can a 
man fay with any truth, that he believes the 
gofpel, which gives a plain and pofitive ac- 
count of the very different condition of good 
and bad men after death, which gives rules 
for Chriftians to walk by, upon the obfervance 
or negle6l of which they are to be happy or. 
miferable for ever: will a man fay that he 
believes tliefe things, and yet live as uncon- 
cernedly as if nothing were to be feared^ no- 
thing to be defired ? 

Now, 
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Now, to hinder this delufion from taking 
place, God has appointed an order of men, 
whom he has been pleafed to call his minijiersy 
his aml^affadors ; whom he has made overieers 
of his nock, and appointed them to ilefs the 
people in his name^ to exhort and to rebuke 
gaihfayefs; and if they continue obftinate, 
to rge6l them. 

Thefe are their po'wers\-^i^xA their duty is, 
ill Chrift's Head, to exhort Chriftians, that 
/j&fy receive not the grace of God in vain, but 
that they walk worthy of him who hath called 
tbefn out of darknefs into his marvellous light y 
and to give them warning of the great hazard 
of holding the truth in unrighteoufnefs : and to 
guard them againft contempt, while they 
faithfully do their duty, Jefus Chrift has de- 
clared, that he that defpifeth them, defpifeth God 
that fends them^ And has made it the mark 
of an heathen for any maii to fet light by 
their cehfures/ 

And now, would not one expe£t that fuch 

Ssrfons ftiould, as the apoftle commands, be 
ghly efteemed by Chriftians for their worki 
fake, as well as (ox their matter's fake? 

^ I wi(h it might be faid with any truth, that 
,the generality of Chriftians are truly fenfible 
of the great blefling of a regular ftdnding mi^ 
niftry. But the truth is, the wicked pains 
which too many take to defeat this gracious 
defign of God for their good, and the too 

* Luke X. i6» * Matth. xviii. 17. 

M 2 little 
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little regard for their adminifti-ationik and 
godly admonitions, which others difeovca?, 
fhould in all reafon make Chriftians afhamed 
of their iniquities, and afraid of the canjSs- 
quencc, namely, the removing their candlefiick\ 
that is, unchurching them. 

The next mercifol provifion which God has 
made to preferve true religion amongft meit, 
is that of the Sabbath. One day in feven is 
expreflly commanded by God himfelf to be 
kept holy; that is, to be employed in hearing 
God's word, in begging his pardon and blefs- 
ing, in giving him thanks for his mercies, and 
in learning how to pleafe him here, that we / 
may be happy hereafter. 

Let us now fee how the generality of Chrit 
tians obferve this command of God — Remem^ 
ber that thou keep holy the fabbath day. WHyt ^ 
truly, juft as they do the reft of God*s favoiira, 
Some make it a day of idlenefs ; others of fin>»- 
ful pleafures ; many go to church merely for 
form's fake, and many to avoid the imputa- 
tion of having no religion; fome will go only 
when they are in humour, when the preacher 
pleafes them, when they have nothing elfe to 
do; and of thofe that do go conftantly, how 
few feem to be truly affefted with the HeiTe^ 
opportunity of approaching God! How few 
go with a fincere defire to be informed of 
their duty ! How few behave thraafelves with 
the humility and reverence of people that 
know they are in the houfe of GckI; that ac- 
knowledge 
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knowledge themfelves to be miferable finners, 
2SQd know that they are for ever undone, if 
L God does not pardon them ! How few feem 
to be truly thankful for the mercies they have 
received, or truly fenfible of the bleffings they 
ftand in need of! 

And is it not for want of thus approaching 
God> with difpofitions becoming his majefly, 
aid our miferable condition, that too many 
otum from God's houfe without a blefling; 
and very many, it is to be feared, without fo 
much as afking a blefling ? 

Let us confider the other means of grace. 
.Wcfay, the facraments are necejfary to falvation. 
Do the generality of Chriftians feem to be- 
lieve them, in good earneft, to be fo? Why, 
truly, as to the firft, Chriftians are generally 
very careful to have their children baptized; 
and very ready to promife for them, that thofe 
conditions which God requires of perfons to 
be baptized, fhall be obferved when they come 
to age; and then they fuppofe, that they have 
done their duty, though they neither think of 
this promife themfelves, nor take any great 
care that their children fhall either know or 
perform it. Through which wretched care- 
idfiiefs of too many parents, it comes to pafs, 
that they who by baptifm have been made the 
children of God ^ and heirs of heaven^ inftead of 
continuing fuch, have become the children of 
the devil, and heirs of damnation. 

We 
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We all know, that this is not the pattern 
fetus in facred fcripture. I know, faith God 
of Abraham, that he will teach his children ta 
keep the way of the Lord. And they that ncg-t 
left to do 10, will have reafon to repent, when 
they find not that comfort in their children 
which they hoped for; and when their chil- 
dren will wifli they had never been bom. 

To prevent this, and to provide a vtmtAf 
againft the careleflhefs of too many parents^ 
the church has ordered, that as foon as chil-^ 
dren come to years of difcretion, they fhall be 
brought to be confirmed 3 that is, the church 
will then be fatisfied, and that from their 
own mouths, whether they know what a fb-" 
lemn vow, promife, and profeflion, was made 
in their name at their baptifmj and wheth^ 
they will ratify and confirm the fame in their 
own perfons? Which if they do fmcerely, 
they become compleat members of the church 
of Chrift, and have a right to all the bleffinga 
of being fuch; which are, the forgivenefs oiF 
all their paft fms; the manifold graces of 
God's Holy Spirit; and an afTurance of ever- 
lafling life and happinefs, if they fh^U be care^ 
ful to keep the vows they now take upon them. 

And now, would not one expeft to fee all 
parents very thankful for fueh a blefTed oppor- 
tunity of having their children fet out as, they 
fhould do, fo as living or dying to be a com- 
fort to them? But, inflead of this, inflead of 
being felicitous to have their children duly 

prepared 



CHRISTIANS WITHOUT CHRISTIANITY. 167 

prepared for this ordinance, too many parents' 
are vei^ little concerned whether their chil- 
dren are inftru6led or not, whether they are 
confirmed, nay, whether they are likely to 
be faved or damned. And thofe very parents, 
who would be in the greateft affli6lion to fee 
their children made flaves for life, can yet be 
content to fee them in danger of being flaves 
of hell to all eternity; which they are fure to 
be, if they aie not inftrudtedhow to live fb as 
to pleafe God. 

This is an occafion of grief to all ferious 
Chriftians : and all Chriftians fliould be aflia- 
med of fuch ftupid careleflhefs. 

The great end of confirmation is, to pre^ 
pare young Chriftians for the facrament of the 
LorSsfupper. That as often as that facra- 
ment Ihall be adminiflered, they may have an 
opportunity of making their peace with God, 
of obtaining his pardon for any fins they 
may have fallen into, of renewing their vows, 
and obtaining fuch farther degrees of grace as 
are neceflary for their prefent condition. 

Here, if ever, one would expefl to find all 
who profefs chriftianity vtrjjeriousy and veiy 
fincere\ very conftant^ and very devout^ at this 
facrament. 

The command is plain and pofitive: Do 
tins in remembrance of me — of ivie, your re- 
deemer — of ME, who am going to lay down 
my life for you. The duty is eafy to be un- 
ijerftood by the meaneft capacity 5 and eafy 

to 
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to be performed by all that are willing to k^A- 
a godly life. 

All Chriftians are bound, at the peril <^ 
their fouls, to obferve this ordinance of Chrift^ 
The blejjings which attend the worthy receiving 
this facrament are invaluable, — no lefs than 
the pardon of all our paft fins ; the continu— 
ance of God's holy fpirit j the increafe of his 
graces here, and eternal happinefs hereafter* 
And laftly, the negleft or abufe of this ordi-» 
nance will be punilhed with judgments in thi* ^ 
world, and in the world to come with mifery 
uni^akable. 

Notwithftanding all this, this ordinance is ' 
very much neglefted, and much profaned by . 
too many— by too many, who would tremble 
to think of renouncing the Chriftian religicQi; 
who yet do in efFeft renounce the commvnim 
of faintsy by turning their backs upon tlus 
ordinance. Not now to mention the ftranjge 
indifference which too many difcover, woo 
come to the Lord's fupperj not confidering, 
that it is as much the food of their fouls, an^ 
as neceflary for their fpiritual growth, as their 
da,ily bread is for the fupport of their bodi^. 

And what do you think the confequence o^ 
this indifference will be? Why, alTure your- 
felves, the very fame with that mentioned by 
the Evangelifl;'* when the Idng came to ieb 
the guefls, andfaw there a man that had mt m 
him a wedding garment \ that is, one who pro- 
fefTed to be a difciple c^ Chrifl, but yet be- 

Matth. xxii. la. havcd 
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haved himfelf very unworthy of luch a mafter ; 
the king, therefore, ordered him firft to be 
turned out of his houfe as an hypocrite, and 
then to be caft into outer darknefs, where there 
is nothing but weeping and gnajhing of teeth. 

And now, good Chriftians, \ have (hewed 
• you your pattern. I have fet before you the 
defign of chriftianity, and the means ap- 
pointed by God himfelf for bringing that de- 
6gn about. That he has given lis his holy 
word, by which we come to the knowledge of 
him and his glorious perfeftions, — that he 
is infinitely goody and therefore to be loved 
above all things; that he is infinitely ^i^, and 
therefore at our peril not to be offended ; that 
he is infinite in power^ and therefore to be 
feared. By that word alfo we come to know 
OW own condition; that we are fadly fallen 
from that ftate in which we were created; 
that we are become the objefts of God's anger, 
and of his compaflion; that he is pleafed to 
ofifer us pardon upon the moft reafonable 
-^ms; and has given us all poffible affurance, 
that if we make this word the rule of our faith 
ao4 manners, we fhall be the care of his holy 
iUigels while we live, and be very happy when 
we die. That to bring this about, he calls 
us by his minifters to repentance. By them, 
(that is, by baptifm admmiftered by them) we 
are admitted into his houfhold, which is the 
church, by which we become his children, 
pnd heirs of the kingdom of heaven. That if 

we 
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we are fo unhappy as to offend him after this, . 
he will notwithftanding be reconciled to us 
upon our pleading his Son's atonement, repre- 
fented in the facrament of the Lord's fuppa*. 

By all this, you fee what God has done for 
us, and what more he will do for us, if it is 
not our own fault. 

You have feen likewife, how the generality 
of Chriftians are affefted with this love ot 
God, and his tender concern for them. That 
it is too often with difficulty that they will be 
brought to confider thefe things with any 
ferioufnefs. That they aft as if they thought 
they did not ftand in need of thefe means of 
graces either altogether neglefting them, or 
ufing them with indifference. 

To many, the Lord's day is a burthen; — 
prayer is difcharged as if it were a tafk, and 
not a privilege; — the facraments are ufed as 
common things, and as if no fpecial bleffings 
were annexed to them. 

In fhort, you have been fhewn, that too, 
too many content themfelves with an outward 
performance of a few religious duties, with- 
out ever confidering, that, unlefs the heart be 
changed, all other fhews of religion will never, 
qualify a man for heaven and happinefs. 

And yet heaven and happinefs^ as faint as 
our belief of them is, and as unconcerned as 
the generality of Chriftians are about them, 
are what we all hope for, — I was going to fay, 
v)hat we all make ourfehes Jure of Now, this 
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IS a matter in which, if we deceive ourfelves, 
wc are for ever undone. 

To prevent this, as I have in part (hewed 
you our pattern^ and how far too many Chrif- 
tians come fhort of it 5 and therefore (if they 
be not afhamed, and mend) will come fhort 
(rf heaven; fo I would, before I conclude, put 
you in mind of a few truths, very proper to 
make us all more ferious and concerned to be, 
what we all profefs to be, Cbrijiians indeed. 

The apoftle obferved to the Jews, that they 
were not all Tfraely that were of Ifrael. The 
carnal Jew expeded God's favour, becaufe he 
was of Abraham's feed, and of Abraham's 
reli^on. The carnal Chriftian has the fame 
falfe hopes; he blefles God that he is a Chrif- 
tian, and hopes for falvation without loving 
God or parting with his fins. 

Faith and obedience, therefore, muft never 
be feparated. A fruitlefe faith is of no more 
value than a fruitlefs tree; you all know the 
fate of it; Cut it down^ why cumber eth it the 
aground. 

To hope much, and do little, is too much the 
way of the world; but be affured of it, (good 
Chriftians) wherever there is a true faiths and 
a well-grounded hope^ there will always be a 
proportionable concern to do what God has 
commanded. And wherever there is fuch a 
concern J and a real dejire to do the will of God, 
there will always be a proportionable degree 
of knowledge, grace, and amftance, given by 

God; 
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God; fo that no Chriftian muft ever (ajr,: 
that he cannot do the things which he » \ 
commanded. 

And for our comfort we may remerobwv, \ 
that Chriftian perfeftion does not confift m 
having no failmgs, but in ftriving againit 
them always, and not fuffering them to got 
the dominion over us. 

And becaufe humility is a grace moft accqife» ' 
able to God, let this confideration be ever 
prefent with us, that if we really did do the 
things we are commanded, and as we fhouM 
do them; we muft, as our Lord bids us, ikjf 
We are unprofitable fervants^ we have but ddMi 
that which is our duty; and if God ihall 
think fit to give us any reward, it is of mere 
grace that he does fo. - So that when we fervC 
God, let us remember that we ferve ourfelvte 
much more. 

And it is fit we (hould know that although 
God has not tied himfelf to ordinances, yet be 
has bound us to the ufe of them; and that 
Chriftian will be fadly deceived, who ihall 
expeft grace, or pardon, or affiftance, or hea- 
ven, without a fincere obfervance of the mesms 
of grace. 

But thefl, let us beware that we do not reft 
in 3. form ofreligiorij without feeling the power 
of religion: for, moft certainly, imperfefi: 
converfions, a mere formal religion, a zeal for 
lefler duties, a forfaking of fcandalous fins 
and indulging of others, will in the end be 

found 
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£xmd as hazardous as the moft profligate life. 
A profligate finner may be ftartled by God's 
joc^ent; but a finner who thinks himfelf 
j6fc, what «« convince him? And indeed (as 
one very truly obferves) thofe are not the 
gitateft enemies to religion that are moft ir- 
religious; — a formal Chriftian may do more 
Jiurt than an atheift. 

To conclude this difcourfe. The great end 

<f religion is, to refiore us to thefmxmr ofGod^ 

I from which we are fadly fallen. If our reli- 

I gion does not do this j if it does not make us 

ji -flMfC humble, more fearful of offending God, 

more concerned to do what we know will 

; pleafe him, more holy, juft, and charitable, 

■ 2ian we are by nature; we had as good to 

have no religion. 

Thou shalt love *the lord thy god 
with all thy heart, and thy neigh- 
BOUR AS THYSELF. Thh is our law and our 
pattern I this is what every ChrifVian is to aim 
at; and God will proportion every Chriftian's 
reward, according as he fhall fincerely ftrive 
ta.came up to this rule. 

That we may all refolve to do fo; let us 
ferioufly confider the great importance of 
thofe words of Chrift, Many are called^ but 
few are chojen\ that is, Many profefs chrifti- 
anity, but, pf thofe many, few will be faved, 
becaufe they do not live up to the rules of the 
|;oi|)el : this^ if any thing, will make usferious. 

And 
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And may God, who has bleffed us with i 
knowledge of our duty, and the happinefs we 
are capable of, and with fufficient means of 
attaining it; may htput his fear into our hearts^ 
and fufFer us not to content ourfelves with 
bare fhadows of religion, without endeavour- 
ing after that holinefs without which no man 
mujifee the Lord. 

Grant this, O God, for Jefus Chrift's fake, 
our bleffed Lord and Saviour. Amen. 




SERMON 



SERMON X. 

THE SHAME AND DANGER OF BEING CHRISTIANS 
WITHOUT CHRISTIANITY. 



EZEKIEL xllii. lO. 



THOU SON OF MAN, SHEW THE HOUSE TO THE HOUSE 
OF ISRAEL, THAT THEY MAY BE ASHAMED OF THEIR 
INIQUITIES : AND LET THEM MEASURE THE PATTERN.' 

I Made choice of thefe words, in order to 
oblige Chriftians to refleft upon their own 
conduft, and the danger they are in who lead a 
life conti^ary to what they believe and profefs. 
I was fure it was a mod proper method, 
becaufe the Spirit of God direfted the pro- 
phet to do tne fame; — To Jhew the houfe of 
Ifrael their pattern y that they might meafure it-, 
mat is, take particular notice of it, and he 
ajhamed when they fhould fee with their own 
eyes how fadly they come ftiort of it. 

I confidered alfo what an effeft the like me- 
thod had upon king David, when, forgetting 
himfelf and his God, he had taken the wife 
of Uriah; and how truly he judged, that the 

* See Pfal. i. ai. Jer. vii. 9. Ezek. xx.4. and xxii. 2. Matth. 
vii. 14. John xiii. 15. Phil. La;, i ThefH iL la. i John i. 6, 
£cc. Tui. iz. 

rich 
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rich man deferved no mercy, who had fo bar — 
baroufly taken away a poor man's only lambs 
for his ufe, when he had enough of his own j^ 
and laftly, how bitterly the king repented of" 
his fin, when the prophet made him fenfiblc^ 
that this was his own cafe. 

The way I took in my former difcourfe on 
thefe words, to convince Chriftians of the 
Jhame and danger of being Chrijiians without 
Chrijlianityy and that as far as they come fliort 
of their pattern, fo far they will moft certainly 
come (hort of that happinefs which God has - 
promifed his faithful fervants, was this:— I 
firft fhewed, that the great defign of the gof- 
pel was to make men holy, that they might be 
capable of being happy. Then I explained 
the means which God has appointed tobrin^ ! 
that defign about; fuch are, his Word am 
Sacraments, his Miriifters, and his Sabbaliitfi 
After this, I fhewed — how little the generality 
of Chriftians are afFefled with this gracious 
defign of God for their good, how little they 
efteem it, and how indifferently they comply 
with the means ordained by God for bringmg 
that defign about. This I did to awdcctt 
Chriftians into a fenfe of the danger they are 
in, if they fhould continue to defpife fo gnat 
means of falvation. 

The next thing I propofed, was to fet beJ* 

fore you, in one fhort view, your patteri^ 

with refpeSl to the things required on our part to 

fit us for heaven and happinefs. And this is 

what 
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what I purpofe, by God's bleffing, to do at 
this time. 

Now the things required on our part, are 
>AiTH and REPENTANCE. To believe in 
God, and to keep his commandments, is what 
every chriftian promifes when he is baptized. 
We will firft confider, what it is which we 
frofefs to believe. We profefs to believe of 
God, that he is infinite in powers — that we 
c^>end on him for life, and breath, and all 
things; — that he knows and fees every thing 
. that is done; — that he is perfe6Uy holy^ and 
-^nnot but be difpleafed with every thing that 
is wicked or unjuft; — ^that he is iiifinitcly juft^ 
in punifliing fuch as abufe his goodnefs; for 
his goodnefs is fuch, that he cannot command 
any thing which is not abfolutely neceflary 
far the happinefs of his creatures; and laft- 
ly, that he is moft faithful and true^ and will 
make good all his promifes. 

Now; the duties which fhould follow from 
the knowledge and belief of thefe things, are 
iSodki that we fhould fear this great God; 
that we fliould fear to offend him above all 
things; — that we fhould love\ma with all our 
heart, forafmuch as all the bleflings we enjoy, 
or hope for, are the effeft of his goodnefs ;— 
tiiat we fhould keep his commandments, it 
being our interefl as well as duty to do fo;— 
tliat we fhould be thankful for his favours, 
never murmur at what he orders for us; — 
depend upon his word and promifes ;— and 
VOL. I. N honour 
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honour and reverence every thing that belongs 
to him. 

If our faith in God has not thefe cflfefts, it 
is furely not iuch as it fhould be. For fa 
Relieve is to be perfuaded of the truth of thie^ 
thing we believe. 

But can it be faid with any truth, that 
Chriftians do generally live as if they were 
really perfuaded of the truth of thofe things 
which yet they profefs to believe? For if men 
are not at all afraid of offending God, and of 
breaking his laws, it cannot be faid, that they 
are convinced that God will punifh finners; 
and that he fees all their ways. 

Will Chriftians, who live at all adventures 
without fear and without concern, fay, that 
they verily believe, and are perfuaded, that 
joys unfpeakable will be the portion of good 
men, and that unutterable miferies will be the 
lot of the wicked? 

Will a man fay that he loves God with all 
his foul, whofe confcience tells him, that he 
loves many things better 5 that he feldom 
thinks of God, and that he takes little care to 
pleafehim? 

Shall we pretend to fay, that we put our 
whole truji in Gody when we feldom afk for his 
guidance and bleffing; when we value not his 
promifes, nor are careful to perform the con-^ 
ditions on which all his promifes are made? 

How do we exprefs our dependance upon 
God, when we are not careful to pray to him 

for 
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for what we want, and forget jto give him 
thanks for the mercies we every day receive 
from him ? ^ jc 

With what affurance will a man fay, that 

k fears him who can deftroy both body and foul 

i in bell^ who will a6l: againft his confcience 

for the fear of man, or to avoid any worldly 

inconvenience? 

Laftly ; Will any man fay, that he honours 
God, who upon every occafion takes his name 
in vdn; who fets no value upon his word or 
ordinances; who defpifes his minifters and 
his fabbaths ? 

Thefe things are fo inconfiftent with what 
we profefs to believe of God, that Chriftians' 
only want to refleft a very little, and to com- 
pare their doings with their pattern, to fill 
them with Ihame and confufion. 

And fo it would, in the next place, if they 
would but confider what they profefs to be- 
Hcve concerning Jesus Christ, and the way 
of falvation by him made known to us. 

We acknowledge him to be the Son of 
Oodi — that God fent him to make his will 
known to us;— that he taught us, both by his 
word and example, how to live and to pleale 
God. He knew that we could never be happy 
tiU we were reftored to the favour of God, 
which we never could be, till we fhould be re- 
fkored to his image. In order to this he pro- 
pofes to us — the forgivenefs of all our lihs, 
upon our fincere repentance,— the affiflance of 
N 2 God's 
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God's Holy Spirit, to renew what is amifs in 
us, — and eterital happinefs after death. 

To convinco^us of the evil of fin^ and t» 
make us abhor and flee from it, he affures us, 
that iinners will have thdr portion with devils, 
if they do not make thdr peace with God by 
a timely repentance. 

To prevail with God to accept of their re* 
pentance, he laid down his life for us ; (forno 
lefs a facrifice would be accepted) and liiat we 
might not be for ever miferable. 

To convince us more efFeftually, by his own 
example, of what moment thefe things are to 
us, and of what little value this world is in- 
comparifon of that which is to come, he, thr 
Lord of all things, made choice of a life of • 
poverty, humility, affliftions, refignation, and 
felf-denial ; renouncing all thofe pleafures and 
advantages, which the world values, and is 
fond of. 

Andlaftly; that he might make his precepts 
and example efFeftual to our falvation, he re- 
ceives us mto his family, infhiifts us by his 
miniflers, guides us by his Spirit, protefts us 
by his angels, and is our mediator with God 
for all the bleffings we want and pray for. 

And now let us confider, what are the con- 
fequences of this tender concern of our Saviour 
for us ? What are the efFefts of our belief of 
thefe tlungs ? Shall we fay that the generality 
of Chriftians do make the life of Chrift their 
patterns and are verily perfuaded that all his 

doftrines 
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doftrines are moft tnie; that his precepts arc 
moft neceflary to fit us for heaven; his pro- 
f mifes of grace and affiftance upon our fincere 
[ prayers, and of pardon upon our repentance^ 
L to be entirely depended upon; and laftly, his 
B account of a judgment to come, of the joys of 
P heaven, and of the torments of hell, moft 
f certain? 

Would to God we could fay, with truth, 

that Chriftians are generally convinced of 

; thefe things, and that they live accordingly. 

; But how can we fay fo, when we fee too, 

\ too many very indifferent whether thefe thing* 

[ are true or not; and moft of all, who ac- 

l kiK>wledge them to be true, and yet will not 

* be perfuaded to live as they know and believe 

tibcy ought to do? 

To inftance in ibme particulars. We be- 
lieve that Jefus Chrift has brought life and 
immortality to light through the gofpeh^ that 
is, he has made Known to us me certainty 
of a future and a^;i eternal ftate after death. 
Now this fhould, in all reafon, oblige Chrif- 
tians to confider things as they have refpeSi to 
eternity. But is this the fruit of our faith ? 
On the contrarv, we live as if this were to be 
our everlafting home; — ^we defu^ to fet up our 
rdft here;— and we feldom think of, feldomejc 
provide for, a life to come. 

Are Chriftians perfuaded, that as foon as 
tiiey die, they (hall go to a place either of hap- 
pinefs or milery, according as they have lived 

* a Tim. i. 10. 1^ 
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in this world? If they do believe this, it is 
certain they do not often think of it. And 
yet Jefus Chrift afliires us, it will be io-^ and 
that a Chriftian ought to part with any tiding, 
as dear to him as a right hand or a right eye^ 
rather than provoke God to fend him to hcll^ 
,^ Then,, for the example he has fet us, we 
Itaow with what a fmall (hare of the world he 
was fatisfied, though all nature was at his 
command. We hear him every where ex-» 
horting, and even requiring, his followers— to 
take up the crofs, to deny themfelves, to mor- 
tify their corrupt affeftions, — as ever they 
hope to be happy hereafter. If there are any 
of his followers, who never think they have 
enough of this world; who aim at nothing fo 
much as to be eafy, to meet with no cro%s» 
to have whatever their hearts defire; who will 
not deny themfelves any fatisfaclion; it will 
not fure be faid, that fuch Chriftians take 
Jefus Chrift for their pattern, or that he will 
ever own them for his followers. 

It is upon the account of the great things 
our Saviour has done for us, that the apome 
fays, If any man love not the Lord Jefus Cbrifiy 
let him be Anathema Maranathay that is, acr 
curfed when the Lord comes to judgment. 
How do Chriftians fhew that they love him? 
I will tell you how they fhould fatisfy them* 
fclves in this, that they do love him fincerely. 
If they love his humility, his patience, his 
felf-:d$nial, and ftrive to imitate themj if they 

hat« 1 
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hate that fin, which for our fake coft him his 
life; laftly, if they defire to know what will 
pleafe him, and, when they know, the things 
which he has commanded, do endeavour to do 
Aemj then they have that very teftimony of 
their love, which Jefus Chrift requires s all 
others being nothing but delufion. 
. To conclude this particular. Chriftians 
p)fefs to live by faith. They fhould know 
in the firft place, that faith is the gift of God, 
and to be prayed for. If they negleft to do 
dlis, and to put themfelves into a capacity of 
jtceiving the grace of God, they muft not 
.wonder if God denies them his grace. 
; A Chriftian may know certainly whether 
he lives by faith or not. ^ If he lives as in the 
Jjrefence of God, fearful of offending him, 
roncerned to pleafe him; when the promifes 
laid threats of the gofpel afFeft us; when the 
fear of hell hinders us from following for- 
bidden pleafures; when the hope of heaven 
)($eps us from doating upon the appearances 
^ happinefs we meet with here; when the 
^lief of a judgment to come makes us watchful 
over our thoughts, defigns, words, and actions: 
.in one word, when we govern ourfelves by the 
Jtiles of the gofpel, it is then we live byfaitb^ 
«nd (hall moft certainly obtain the end of our 
jfqith, even the falvation of our fouls. 

We fhall now confider Chriftians in the or- 
^iinary duties of life, and fee how they follow 
tlteif rule J their pattern^ with refpeft to the 

commands 
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commands of God; that if we find a too gc^ 
neral departure from the rules fet us to walk 
by, we may confider what it will end in. 

Now Chriftians are reprefented in. fcripM* 
ture, as a people called from darknefs to ligM^ 
and from the power of Satan unto God\ whcs 
havmg renounced the world, the flefti, and 
the de^l, are no longer fubje^l to them, but 
are holy in their lives, juft in their dealingSt 
and charitable to one another; who keep 
a careful watch over themfelves, and againft 
their fpiritual enemies; praying continually 
for grace to withftand them ; having their eye 
always upon the prize of their high calling, 
the joy fet before them; dreading, at the fame 
time, the difmal confequences of mifcarrying. 

It is impoflible to confider this account of 
chriftianity with any fort of ferioufnefs, with* 
out making very melancholy reflefiions with 
refpedl both to ourfelves and others. 

When one fees many Chriftians as ignorant 
of God and of their duty as the very heathens* 
who are ftill in darknefs and under the power 
of Satan : when one fees Chriftians as carelefs^ 
as indifferent, and as fecure, as if there were 
nothing to be feared, nothing to be hoped for: 
when one fees Chriftians praying for the par- 
don of their fins, for grace to amend mdir 
lives, for deliverance from eternal mifery, and 
for the joys of heaven, with the indifference 
of people that are not concerned to be heard: 
when one fees themvas fond of the world, as 

if 
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if they had vowed never to forfakeit; as if 
God defigned, as if God could give them no 
better inheritance: when one confiders thefe 
things, one cannot fay, that fuch Chriftians 
forget their pattern, and that they are in the 
way to ruin. 

To be a little more particular; and to begin 
ivith the duties we owe to our neighbour. 
: Would a ftranger to our religion imagine, that 
Chriftians had any fuch command as this; 
Tboujhalt love thy neighbour as thyfelfy when 
he fhbuld fee it every day violated in a thou- 
fand inftances ? And would he not be afto- 
nifhed, when he Ihould be affured, that this is 
one of thofe two commands, upon the keeping 
of which their eternal falvation does depend? 
When he fhould fee Chriftians, who profefs to 
believe this, fo far from being juft, (for in- 
i^ce) that they muft often be compelled to 
give every man what is his due, and muft be 
nindered by a fuperior power from doing hurt 
io their neighbour; — who make no confcience 
of doing wrong, — of ufing deceit and fraud, 
—of ta&ng advantage of the ignorance and 
neceflities of others,— of injuring their neigh- 
bours by falfe witnefs, by foreading reports, 
and paffing judgments, which are contrary to 
truth and charity. And laftly, who, when 
they have done wrong, or given offence, refufe 
to make reftitution, though they know for 
certain their repentance will never be accepted 
without fuch fatisfadtion and amends. Chrif- 
tians 
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tians know very well, that all thefe things are 
contrary to that love which they owe to their 
neighbour J that it is doing to others what they 
would not have done to themfelves; that it is 
at the peril of their fouls when they do them. 

If Chriftians have too often fo little regard 
to jujiice^ fhall we fuppofe that they will have 
a greater regard to that charity^ which by the 
laws of the gofpel is due to their neighbour; 
—■that they \vi\[ forgive ^ and give^ and love, as 
becomes the diiciples of Jefus Chrift? and 
yet no lefs than the falvation of our fouls de- 
pends upon this: Hejhall have judgment with- 
out mercy, that bathjhewed no mercy, faith the 
Apoftle. And our Lord hath expreffly de- 
dared, that at the day of judgment, fuch as 
have had no compaffion for their poor brethren 
Ihall have no favour from God. 

If we defcend to particular duties, we fhall 
find them as much neglefted, as if God had 
given no commapds concerning them. 

We fhall find, for inflance, too many chil- 
dren regardlefs of the authority of their pa- 
rents, difpofing of themfelves as if they were 
their own matters, refufing to be correfted, 
hating to be advifed; and too many parents 
utterly unconcerned for the good education of 
their children in the fear of God. 

We fhall find fubjefts obedient, not out of 
confcience, but for fear of punifhment; de- 
frauding the publick, fpeaking evil of dignir 
ties J as well as too many in authority, who 

difcove^ 
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difcover a very little zeal for the glory of God, 
(ivhofe mimfters they are) when they punifh 
the fins againft men with much greater feve- 
rity than thofe againft God. 

We ftiall find paftors and their inftruftions 
i deipifed) and the authority of Jefus Chrift re- 
jefted in the perfons of his minifters; and 
thefe alfo forgetting the end of their calling, 
to watch over their flock, to inftrudl, to re- 
prove, and to pray for them. 

We (hall find hufbands and wives as care- 
Ic£s of their marriage vows, as if God, who 
w^as called to witnefs when they made them, 
w-as not able to punifh them for their peijury. 

X»aftly, we (hall find chriftian fervants un- 
faithful to their matters ; and thefe again for- 
getting that they have a matter in heaven. 

Now, they that are thus regardlefs of their 
Avity, and feel no uneafinefs, no flings of con- 
fcrxcnce; they mutt be very ignorant, or given 
JLjp to a reprobate mind. 

Let us, in the latt place, confider the duties 
"^^c owe to ourfehesy and fee whether we dif- 
<^arge thefe any better than thofe we owe to 
^ur neighbour. Now, the firft and great duty 
''^hich we owe to ourfelves is, to take care of 
^^^Jouls. Chrittians would not hear a man 
^th patience, who fliould fay, that people 
^^ed not mind their falvation; and yet if we 
^vxft fpeak the truth, we mutt fay, that the 
S^nerality of Chrittians do not take any care 
^ their fouls 3 that is,- they do not mind thofe 

rules 
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rules which are abfolutely neceflary to fit diem 
for heaven and happinefs. 

For, let me afk again, are the generali^r of 
Chriftians to be known from infidels by tndr 
felf-denial, patience^ humility y purity ^ arii cba^ 
rity? And yet without thefe graces and vir- 
tues, no man can be happy. If any man will 
come after me, (faith our Saviour) let bifft detrf 
bimfelf, and take up his crofs daily ^ andfdlbw 
me. Is this no longer a chriftian duty? 

The intent of our bleffed Lord in this com- 
mand is, to wean our afFe6lions from this 
world, and to fubdue them, that God may take 
poffeffion of our fouls, and by his Holy Spirit 
fit them for eternal happhiefs. And therdbre 
all thofe Chriftians, which are too plainly the 
greateft number, who give way to their incli- 
nations, who follow not what is moft pleafing 
to God, but to corrupt nature, are, without 
any doubt, in the way of perdition. 

Where is that refignation to the will ofGed% 
which reafon as well as religion has made our 
duty? We pray, indeed, that God's wil£ 
MAY BE DONE; but wc are angry when'it \A 
done, and in effeft charge him with injufticc, 
when he would punifli us in this life, that he 
may not be obliged to do it in the next; or 
when he would prevent or cure a diforder, 
which if not done would infallibly nun us. 

The promife of feeing God is made to the 
pure' and clean of hearty and to thefe only. 
What then muft become of that infinite num- 
ber 
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ber of people, whx)fe hearts are full of all im- 
purity ; who entertain fuch thoughts as defile 
the foul, and make it utterly unfit for the Spi- 
rit of God to be there ? Muft we not fay, that 
all fiich are excluded from the promife of fee- 
ing God? And if an impure heart will fhut 
us out of heaven, impure adlions will make 
us fit for no place but hell. 

We may fhut our eyes and our ears againft 
ftich affrighting truths; but as fure as God 
has made his will known to us, this will be 
the ifTue of fuch a life : No unclean perfon jhall 
iteoe any inheritance in the kingdom of Chrijly 
and of God; but jhall have their portion in the 
lake that bur net h with fire and brimfione. 

Laflly; what fhall we fay of thofe many 
Chriflians, who lead an idle and a ufelefs life; 
or of thofe who are indeed induflrious, but it 
b only to be more rich, that they may be more 
mifcrable? Do fuch people confider, tliatthey 
are Chriftians, — that they have an interefl to 
fccure, on which their all depends, — and 
Aat it is in this life their lot is determined 
cither for heaven or for hell ? 

You will fay, perhaps, that Chriftians know 

all this; but then it mufl be acknowledged, 

4at they that do know thefe things, and yet 

^ve as if they did not believe them, that their 

Condemnation and judgment will be mofl fe- 

^^x^ as well as jufl. 

To prevent this, I have fet before you and 
^yfelf, our pattern; I have fhewed you how 

very 
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very little the generality of Chriftians do mincT 
it: and this I have done, not to expofe tbfr 
weaknefs and corruption of human nature, 
but to awaken us^ all into a ferious fenfe of 
the bad condition of thofe who live without 
God in the world: and that every one of us, 
feeing how fadly we come fhort of our pat-» 
tern, may be afhamed and afraid too, left outi 
repentance and amendment fhould come'too 
late. And laftly, that fuch Chriftians as have 
made the life and the doflrine of Chrift their, 
pattern, may by this reprefcntation have the 
comfort of feeing that they are not of the 
number of thofe unhappy people, who content 
themfelves with the bare name of Chriftians,* 
with mere ftiadows of religion and piety, 
*athout endeavouring after that bolinefs witb-i 
out which no manjhallfee the Lord. 

And now, you fee plainly, that to be a. 
Chriftian. and a true Chriftian, are two very 
different things. 

A TRUE Christian fets his pattem before 
his eyes; and, becaufe his falvation depends. 
on it, he refblves to make it the rule of his 
Kfe. He ftudies therefore the truths and the 
duties of the gofpel; prefers the light he meets 
with there to all others: he refolves, that 
what the gofoel declares, that he will believe,. 
kt what will be faid againft it; that what it 
recommends, he will follow thaty and avoid 
what it forbids. If, upon examining his ccwi- 
fcience, he finds that he does any thing con- 
trary 
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tray to what the gofpel prefcribes, he is 
afliamed and forry for it; begs God's pardon, 
and his grace to obferve it better for the time 
to come; watches over his inclinations, avoid- 
ing every temptation that may lead him to fin ; 
never confulting the world, its authority, its 
ciiftoms, or its frowns, for what he ought to 
do, or what to avoid. And by doing this, he 
fecures the favour of God, his grace here, and 
eternal happinefs hereafter. 

On the other hand, thofe Chriftians who 
Kve, as too many do, in a general forgetful- 
nefe of God; taking no care of their fouls; 
contenting themfelves with fome outward for-' 
malities, and bare fhadows of religion, with- 
out feeling its power; who make the world 
their pattern, notwithftanding the caution 
Jcfus Chrift has given us not to follow its 
ways and maxims. Such people, under the 
name of Chriftians, are very heathens, will 
be rgedted of God, and are referved for a pu-. 
mfhment dreadful to be named. 
' Chriftians muft not, to excufe themfelves, 
fey,, that they cannot come up to their pattern, 
to be what the gofpel requires them to be: 
It is no lefs than blafphemy to fay fo. For 
God's grace is fufficient; his grace maybe 
had for afking; and he requires no more of 
tis than what (upoi;i our fincere prayers and 
endeavours) he will enable us to perform. 

To conclude: God has given us a law^ by 
which he will judge us; by this law we are to 

judge 
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judge what our condition is like to be here- 
after, whether happy or miferable. That wot 
may make this judgment more impartially, let 
us confider what our thoughts will be when 
we come to die. Whether, for inftance. wc 
ihall not be in the utmoft confufion, when» 
our life and pattern being fet before us, it 
fliall appear that we have lived in a plain con- 
tempt, or negleft at leaft, of what we profefled 
to believe, what we knew to be our duty, and 
what we were often put in mind would be 
the conlequence of neglefting it? Or whether 
we fhall then have the comfort of having 
compared our life with our pattern, feeii oar 
errors, made our peace with God by a timdy 
repentance, and lived to bring forth fruit an-s 
fwerable to amendment of life? 

One of thefe two will be the cafe of myfdfi 
and of every one here prefent; how foon, wc 
know not; but it highly concerns us to bc 
prepared for it, and that forthwith, leji tie 
night comCy when no man can work. : 

To this end, let us retire, and beg of God, 
who has given us our pattern, and who alonfi 
can enable us to follow it, to put his feap 
into our hearts, to give us the grace of re- 
pentance, to fan£tify us both in body and foul, 
that we may be meet to be partakers of an inherit 
tance with the faints in light. Which God 
grant we may all be, for Jefus Chrift's lake. 



SERMON 



SERMON XI. 

• Septiu^fiina> Sexagefima, Qainqoagdima^ Lent. 

FEAR AND CARE ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY 
IN OUR WAY TO HEAVEN. 



FILL my Tou]^ O Lord, with a (alutary dread of the unfaithful' 
)k6 of my own heart ; and, while I am labouring for the (alva« 
don of others, give me grace to fear for myfelf. Amen. 



I PETER 1. 17. 
PASS THE TIME OT YOUR SOJOURNING HERE IN FEAlt.« 

THESE words are a ferious admonition to 
all Ghriftians. I hop, therefore, you 
will hear them explained with great attention. 
Tiie plsdn meaning of them is this:— ^Foraf- 
^uch as your eternal happinefs or mifery will 
d^^d upon your behaviour in this life, it 
ecmcems you, as much as your fouls aire worth, 
to Eve with great care ana fear ^ left, when you 
d£e, you fhould be miferable for ever. 

Care and concern (for that is the meanmg 
dtfear in this place) are neceflary even m our 
worldly affairs, if we would not let them go 

*■ See Pf. ii. xz. and ?uudx. i« Luke xii. 37. and xvii. aS. % Cor. 
T. ss. and vii. z. £ph. r. !$• > ThelT. v. 6. ' % Pet. i. zo« 

VOL. I. O to 
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to ruin. But Chriftians muft be ftrangdy 
carelefs, fearlefs, and unthoughtful, who pro- 
fefs to believe a judgment to come, and yet 
are imconcemed what fentence their works 
(hall deferve, what fentence God in juftice 
muft pafs upon them. 

And yet dl Chriftians, who are not careful 
of their lives, who are not fearful of offending 
God, are in this defperate condition. They 
are going headlong to certain ruin, to a ruin 
that never can be remedied^ and yet are fear- 
iefs and unconcerned. 

The duty therefore, good Chriftians, which 
I would explain to you at this time, and which 
I would charge upon you and upon myfelf, as 
ever we hope for heayen and happinefs, is 
this ; to prejerve ourf elves as much as pojjibly nm 
cariy and at all times ^ in aferious temper. This 
being what the apoftle means, when he ex- 
horts Chriftians to pafs the time of their ft^ , 
journing here in fear ^^ when he bids us in an- 
other place,** befober^ he vigilant. The fame 
which St. Paul advifes Chriftians,*" to work wt 
their falvation with fear and tremblingly that 
is, with a concern anfwerable to the great work 
they have to do, and to the lofs they are Uke 
to lufFer, if it be not done. This alfo is what 
the fame apoftle"* intimates in thefe words: 
Let him that thinketh hejiandeth^ take heed leji be 
fall: that is, let no man be too fecure of him- 
felf, left he fall when he leaft thinks of it. 

*» X Pet. V. a. f Phil. ii. 1%. * I Cor. x. i». 

This 
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This is what the WifoMan means by faying,' 
Happy is the man that fear eth al*wayi and that 
ife is truly a wife man^ whofeareth anddepartetb 
from evtlJ This is alfo what the Pfalmift 
ipeaks in other words/ Stand in awe^ and Jin 
»^/; intimating, that our great fecurity lies 
in an awful fear of offending God. And 
laftiy, this is the meaning of the warning fo 
often repeateid by our bleffed Lord; to be al- 
ways upon our guards to watch y to htfober^ to 
fear him who can defiroy both body and foul. 

Thus you fee the Holy Spint, in mefe and 
in many more places of fcnpture, lays down 
diis for a certam truth, and a truth of the 
greateft moment, being fo often repeated, that 
jear^ andaferious care andconcern^ are abfolutely 
mcejfary in our way to heaven. And that they 
who have no concern upon thdr fpirits, and 
lay little to heart, are in the fure way to ruin. 

But that you may not mifunderftand thefe 
Icriptures, or imagine that the fear and con- 
cern here recommended confift in a fournefs 
of temper, or a deje6ted Ipirit; or that this 
fear muft neceflarily be attended with me- 
lancholy, fadnefs of mind, and a life of 
"ferrow; I muft tell you, that it is fo far from 
rids, that tliere is nothing more cheerful, no 
cure for melancholy fo certain, as a religious 
fear arid concern to pleafe God. 

For this fear arifes from an awful regard 
for tlie commands of a God infinitely holy, 

f Prov. xxviii. 24. ' Prov, xiv. 16. » Pial. iv, 4. 

02 juft. 
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juft, and powerful; who is yet fo good as to 
pardon thofe that return to him in the fin- 
cerity of their heart, and will be careful and 
definous to pleafe him. 

Tills fear confifts in a concern for having 
offended fo gracious a Father, with a ferious 
refolution of doing fo no more. It is a fear 
of falling into the common vices of the world, 
attended with a fober purpofe of keeping out 
of the way of temptations. It confifts in a 
juft fenfe of our own weaknefs and infirmitieSy 
with a full confidence in God's gradous aflift* 
ance, when we afk it in fincerity. 

In fhort; the fear here fpoken of, and in 
which we ought to pafs our whole lives, is a 
feiious concern for our eternal welfare, a core 
left Satan get an, advantage over us, a dread 
of provoking God, and of forfeiting that grace 
on which our falvation depends. 

And this fear is formed in our hearts, by 
confidering ferioufly the greatnefs and majefty 
of God, the holinefs of his laws, the great 
happinefs we are capable of, and the extreme 
mifery we are liable to if we ftiould mifcarry. 
By confidering the enemies we have to deal 
with, the temptations we are fure to meet 
with, the corruptions and inconftancy of our 
own nature; and the many fad inftances be- 
fore our eyes, of men ruining themfelves to al} 
intents and purpofes, for want of thought, 
and fear, and care, for what muft become of 
them when they die. 

A man 
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A man can hardly think of thefe things 
with {erioufiiefs, but he mnft have feme fear, 
fome concern for himfelf^ 

Now if this concern difpofeth him to hear 
aftd recdve the truths if it reftrains him from 
evil, and makes him defirous to pleafe God; 
why then a man anfwers the purpofe of Gdd, 
in putting his fear into his heart; and this 
fear will be of ufe to him in every circum- 
Iknce of life, and become a means both of 
obtaining and fecuring th6 favour of God. 

Chrifhans therefore have great reafbn, as 
ever they hope for the favour of God, to be- 
ware how they oppofe, or ftrive to ftifle or 
divert, aferious temper of mind ^ and afalutary 
fear for tkemfelves. For, in the firft place, it 

is THAT VERY FRAME OF SPIRIT whlch God 

makes ufe of in order to bring us into the 
way of falvation. 

By this, he reprefents to our minds things 
©f the gteateft concern to us ; and, as it were, 
forces us to confider them. He fets before us, 
on one hand, eternal happinefsy as poflible to be 
att^ed by due care, and yet as poffible to be 
loft by negligence and a frnfiil tecurity. On 
the other hand, having filled our hearts with 
godly fear, he reprefents eternal mifery as the 
certain portion of wicked men, of carelefs and 
imthoughtful people. 

It is to minds full of this godly fear, that he 
ftiews men to themfelves, and makes them fee 
their fad and finful ftate, their weaknefs and 

inconftancyj 
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inconftancy; that they may fee a neccflHyof 
fleeing to God for help, or the danger of •cenOf- 
tinuing in a condition which muft end in ruia. 
^hey that be ivMe (faith our Saviour) need-not 
apbyficiarty but, they that arefick: that isi fJiicK 
as confider their own ailments, and are afhdd 
for themfelves, will look out for help, ^hife 
fuch as are under no concern lit flill, and are 
in danger of bdng loft. 

People are apt to think, that becaufe they 
know their duty or their danger, they can 
eafily perform the one and avoid the other 
whenever they pleafe; but it generally hap-, 
pens, that both duty and danger are negle^- 
ed, until God awakens the foul into a fen&. 
of her mifery. And God makes ufe of this 
paffion of fear, to make all his other ^taand 
graces efFeftual for our falvation. 

Thus the apoftle obferves,** that Nodh^ 
moved with fear ^ prepared an ark for thffamng 
of his houfe-y intimating, that his faith, great 
as it was, ftood in need oifear to quick^i it, 
to make him do what God had commanded 
him, to lave himfelf from perifhing with the 
reft of the world. 

Let us add to this, that this religious fear 
is what makes us fit objefts of God's grace 
and compaflion. So faith the Spirit expreflly,* 
To this man will I look^ (faith God) even to him 
that trembleth at my word. And our Lord, by 
inviting fuch as are weary and heavy laden^ 

^ Heb. xi. 7. * Ilaiah Ixyi- ». 

fuch 
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fudi whofe mifery has made them concerned 
^ierious, to come unto bim^ intimates thiis 
much, that tbefejhall find reft unto fouls j be- 
caufe thefe only are prepared to receive it. 

Laftly, It is this falutary fear, which makes 
the duties of chriftianity lefs frightful and 
hirthenfome. To break off evil habits; to 
(feny one's felf many things which we are but 
too fond of J to mortify the flefti, and oiir fin- 
ibl afFeCtiions; to take up the crofs ; thefe are 
duties which would moft certainly difcourage 
aChriftian, if God, by putting his fear into 
pur hearts, did not convmce us of the necef- 
fity of doing any thing to efcape the wrath 
to come. For then, let repentance and the 
£fficulties of a new life be never fo irkfome^ 
a man who confiders any thing will choote 
them rather than continue under the dilplea- 
fure of an angry God, who can deftroy both 
body and foul in hell. 

. And this confideration (if we refift not the 
S{nrit of God) is often forced upon us, to let 
us fee what a carelefs and fearlefs life is like 
to end in. 

And here one cannot but wonder at thofe 
who, forgetting this only fure argument of 
conviftion, endeavour to perfuade men to for- 
iake their evil ways upon the account of the 
unreafonablenefs of them, and the worldly in- 
conveniences that attend them. 

Alas ! our corrupt hearts will not be effec- 
tually changed by all that ever can be faid 

upon 
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Upon the wwldly inconveniences that will at— ^ 
tend our continuing in An ; and few men but:: 
will get over all fuch reafons when tempted 
to fin. 

But who is fo hardy as to flight eternal nu- 
fery, and hell fire, when he fliall be convin<^ 
that thefe will be the certain reward of an' 
evil life? 

And indeed we have of ourfelves fo little 
inclination to lay things to heart, that if God 
had not fet before us the terrors of the wOrid 
to come, and did not fill our hearts with fears 
of future evils, not one man in ten thoufand 
would make the leaft flep towards being re« 
conciled to God. 

But God has mercifully provided a remedy 
for this weaknefs and corruption of our na^ 
ture, by making known to us the certain mi* 
ferable portion of wicked men in the life 
which is to come. And this God has done, 
in order to awaken us; to make us feriousf 
to make the pleafures of this world lefs palat-* 
able and bewitching; to break the force of 
temptations; and. to convince us that the 
difficulties of a religious life are to be chofen 
before everlafting burnings. 

And very happy is that man, whofe fears 
and thoughtfulnefs have had this blefled effe£t 
upon him, to bring him from the power of 
Satan unto God. 

But even then we muft not lay our fear 

afide, Let him (faith the Apoftle^) that think- 

► I Cor. X. u. etb 
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eth heftdndethy and that he ftandeth out of 

dangler, take heed left he fall\ for he is yet 

witmn the reach of temptations; and that 

very, fear and ferioufnefs of mind, which . 

brought him into the way of life, will ever 

be neceffary to keep and to confirm him in it. 

This being the beft difpofition by which we 

may moft effectually fecure the grace of God. 

So faith the Pfalmift:' T^he Lord h nigh unto 

dm that are of a broken hearty and Javeth fucb 

it are of a contrite fpirit. 

He is nigh unto them^ to bring to their re- 
membrance their former iniquities; to (hew 
mem the fad dangers they have efcaped, and 
] the fad condition they had been in, had not 
he vouchfjrfed them the grace of repentance, 
and cured them of that finful fecurity which 
is the ruin of an infinite number of fouls. 

Hje is nigh untofuch^ to make them mindful 
of their infirmities and of tlieir backflidings, 
that they may be more importunate for grace 
for the time to come; that they may watch 
and h^fober^ and keep the heart with all dili- 
gence; which are duties fo difficult, that no- 
ting but the prefence of God can enable 
them to go through. 

Befides all this ; this ferious temper is ge- 
nerally attended with a tendernefs of confcience^ 
a bleuing which we fhould very highly value, 
if we would but confider its advantages. 

A temptation may be fqdden. A man may 

not always have time to weigh the evil ten- 

» piai.xxxiv.ij. dency 
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dency of an aftion; he may not always know 
what his duty requires of him; but if his 
confcience be tender, he will abftain from all 
appearance of evil. He will likewife keep a 
faithful watch over himfelf, left by givmg 
way to the leaft known fin, he ibon fau into 
a much greater. 

Such a man will call to mind the torments 
of a guilty confcience, the difficulties of a 
true repentance, the danger of being given 
over to a reprobate mind; and thefe fearful- 
confiderations will ferve — inftead of time to 
confider, inftead oi friends to advife with, in- 
ftead of knowledge to direft, in time of temp- 
tation. 

Add to all this, that a ferious temper, a 
thoughtful heart, will contribute very much 
to make us devout; without which, no man 
muft hope to be faved. 

If a man fears God's difpleafure, he will 
often fupplicate his mercy. The fear of of- 
fending God will put us upon afking his grace 
upon every occafion ; — the fear of our enemies 
will force us to beg of God his help and pro- 
tefVion; — and the fear of being ungrateful 
will mind us of our duty, to be thankful for 
every favour we every moment receive. This 
is to live in dependance upon God, which is 
the great end of religion, and will preferve a 
true peace of mind and confcience, without 
which no man can be happy. 

A man 
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A main may indeed lay his confcience afleep ; 
may refolve to fee no danger, nor believe that 
his condition is deplorable; and by this means 
he may enjoy a falfe peace of mind. A man 
may reje£t fiich thoughts as are moft proper 
tQ awdcen him into a fenfe of his mifery, or 
he may filence his coiifcience. But peace of 
confcience muft have its beginning from a 
fear of God, and a firm faith in his word. 

God has propofed terms on which he will 
be reconciled unto us : thefe terms we receive, 
ajid folemnly promife to obferve them. We 
meet with difficulties; this makes us more 
diligent. Sometimes we fall or go aftray; 
ijiis makes us more careful. When God fees 
us doing our beft, he pities and forgives us. 
This makes us ftill more defirous to pleafe 
him; ferious in praying for affiftance; avoid- 
ing all temptations which may draw us from 
his fervice; always fearing, as the apoftle ad- 
vifes," left a promife being made us oj entering 
into his reft^ nae fl^ould come fl^ort of it. 

So that tlie more fearful a Chriftian is for 
himfelf, and of offending God, the more af- 
furance he has of being in God's favour, and 
the greater peace of confcience: fo faith the 
Spirit expreflly of the firft Chriftians;" T^hey 
talked in the fear ofGody and in the comfort of 
the Holy Ghoft. 

Dire6lly contrary to this, are the fruits of 
fepurity, and of a carelefs life: for thefe are, 

!»Heb.iY. I. ■A^ix.31. 

Negligence; 
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Negligence} bold venturing upon tempfai«» 
tions; a wicked life; and a reprobate mindr - 
enough, one would think, to awaken the mofi: 
drowfy fmner. 

And now, good Chriflians, you fee how ah- 
folutely neceffary the apoftle's direftion was, 
T'hat wejhouldpafs the time of our Jojourmng ' 
here {out; whole life) in fear; that is, with a 
concern fuitable to what we are like to tofe 
and fufFer, if we do not do fo. Might not 
one expeft, therefore, to fee Chriftians, who 
know all this, very thoughtful and inquifitive 
about the way or falvation; — taking heed ttt- 
their ways; — abftaining from all appearance 
of evil; — always preferving themfelves in a 
ferious and devout temper of mind ? 

Why truly one might expeft this : but ex-r 
perience, fad experience, mews the c6ntr2uy$- 
and that Chriftians, the generality of Chtif- 
tians, do live as if there were no manner of 
danger, nothing to be feared; as if nobody 
had ever mifcarried; as if fear and circum- 
fpeftion, and a ferious temper, had never been 
enjoined us ; but that we mould all be happy, 
all go to heaven when we die, without ever 
concerning ourfelves how we live. 

But be affured of it, Chriftians, that fo- 
briety, watchfulnejfe, a fear of offending God, 
are duties as neceflary to falvation, as our 
daily bread is to keep us alive. Neceffary, I 
fay, at all times, for all conditions of life, to 
people of all ages, in all affairs, in all em- 
ployments. 
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ployments, in all our dealings with men, in 
all our approaches to God, in profperity, in 
poraty, and even in the eommon a^Hons of 
lift. In all thefe circumftances and conditi- 
ons, Chriitians are obliged to live with fear 
taodcautiony as they hope for heaven. 

They that zxtyoungy if they are not brought 
Y^ in me fear or Gwl, will contract evil ha^ 
brts before they are aware, which may ftick to 
Aem as long as they live, and carry them to 
hdl when they die. And if they that arp old 
havfe been deftitute of this grace, and negle6t 
to labour an^to pray for it with all their 
mi^t, they muft loon perifh undoubtedly. 
[ & the rich have liot the fear of God, and a 
very great ihare of grace, their riches will be 
a fiiare and a curfe to them, and will be a 
means of (hutting them out of heaven. And 
even the poor^ who have fo many promifes, 
and io favourable a title to the kingdom of 
licaven, if they want this grace, will be apt 
to ^ow impatient, and endeavour to better 
their condition by unjuft ways. 

findeed; we (hall have perpetual occafion 
fiy this grace, and a ferious temper. 

la Qur devotio7tsi that we may not mock 
Qo^ and draw near to him with our mouths 
when our hearts are far from him. That 
ifAim w^ go to church without reverence and 
gc^]|r fear, we miay know for certain that we 
prbubihome without his blefling. 

If 
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If we want this grace, we fhall betcmptecz 
in our dealings with others, tdopprefs, t^dc^ 
fraud, to oveiteach our brother, not remeiiE^ 
bering that the Lord is the avenger ofalljucb* 

Who would expofe himfelf to any inconve^ 
niences, any temporal lofs, to the di^leafu 
of men 5 who would deny himfelf any pic 
fures; who would not enrich himfelf at 
coft of his neighbour; if the fear of God did 
not reftrain men? 

And therefore we fay very juftly, when wfr 
fee men do fuch things, that they have not 
the fear of God in their hearts. We fay fo, 
and fee it in others : would to God we could 
always fee it in ourfelves ! 

In fhort, as we ftand in need, every mo^ , 
ment, of God's grace and prote6lion, it b&- , 
hoves us to be every moment in a di^ofition 
to afk and to receive his grace 5 that is, to be 
ever ferious and thoughtful. For, as the 
devil never leaves off to tempt us, fo muft we 
never leave off to watch ag^nft his tempta- 
tions and fnares. 

I know what the generality of Chriftians 
will be apt to think of all tfiis. Why all 
this ado? Our lives will be a burden, if wc 
muft be always upon our guard, always afraid 
of falling. 

Be perfuaded, good Chriflians, to. believe 
the quite contrary. The fear of God makes 
men neither fad, nor four, nor melancholy, 
nor dejeded. And if the Wife Man may be 

trufled^ 
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trufted, his advice is:/ Be thou in the fear of 
Cod all the day long; for the heart of the rigb^ 
team is a continual feajl. 

And whoever hopes to make his life eafy by 
cafting away care, and flinging off the fear of 
God, will infallibly find this efFeftj either he 
muft feverely pay for it by a bitter repent- 
ance, or he muft refolye to perifli eternally, 

A Chriftian who believes this will not fure 
fay, that it is hard for one to be ^ always fe- 
rious, and mindful of their latter end; much 
iefs to lay, that he is alhamed to be fingular. 
For that in truth is to fay, ' I am afhamcdof 

* getting froni among ^ crowd of people, who 

* I know are in the very way of deflruftion/ 

After. all; it is not fo eaiy to poffefs our 
hearts with this concern, with this godly fear, 
as it is eafy. to advife to it. It will be necef- 
fary, therefore, to lay before you a few very 
important confiderations, proper to poffefs our 
hearts with a falutary fear for ourfelves. 

We ftiould ftand amazed to hear a man fay, 
that he feared not Godj nor what God could do 
to him!—B\xX. pray, where is the difference be- 
twixt the cafe or fuch a man, and one who 
has no concern upon him how he may pleafe 
God, or how he may efcape his anger? 

Some men's lives are fo profligately wicked, 
that they leave no room even for charity to 
have any hopes of their falvation^ They 
think neither of heaven nor of hell, and their 

• PfQV. xxiii. 17. 

condition 
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condition is looked upon by every body to be 
truly deplorable. • - 

At the fame time, there are Chriftians, who 
through multitude of worldly bufinefi, or 
who having nothing to do but to divert th^m- 
felves, or to pafs their lives in pleafures^ ^ 
think as little to any faving purpofe of a life 
to come, as the other ; and yet thefe are hardly 
believed to be in danger. 

Men muft have a ftrange opinion of reli- 
gion, when they imagine that there needs little 
or no care to perform what God requires of 
us . Would we but confider, that our £]goum*- 
ing here on earth is in order to purify our 
fouls, and make us fit for heaven when we 
die, we fhould fure think that fomethihg more 
will be required of us than of the beafts that 
perifh, and that this will require fome care 
and ferious endeavours. 

Had we but the courage to afk ourfelves 
a few fuch queftions as thefe following, wc 
ihould fee plainly the miftake of thofe who 
promife themfelves heaven, without taking 
care and pains to fit themfelves for it: — 

What was I fentinto the world for? What 
have I been dcang ever fince I came into it? 
I profefs to believe, that when I die, I fhall 
be either happy or miferable, and that this 
will depend upon my behaviour here. Has 
my behaviour been regulated according to the 
rules fet me by God, who is to reward me? 

As 
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As foon as I came to know myfelf, and my 
.own nature, I found it extremely corrupt: — . 
Have I taken pains to mend it? 

I came into a very corrupt world:— Have I 
been afraid for myfelf, and of being made 
iworfe by its evil example? 

Ifoimd myfelf weak, and fubjeft to fall: 
Did I continually implore the Divine aflift- 
ance, whofe afliftance was promifed me when 
-I ftiould beg it fmcerely? 

God has promifed to pardon finners upon 
their repentance; but has my repentance been 
followed by amendment of Ufe? 

I am aflured, that whoever is truly fenliblc 
of the mercy and goodnefs of God, cannot 
€hoo& but love him with all the heart. Have 
I been careful to call to mind the inftances of 
hb goodnefs to me? Have I taken pains to 
conquer that perverfenefs of my nature, which 
is unwilling to forgive others, though my 
own pardon depends upon it? 

A few fuch queftions as thefe will awaken 
a man into a fenfe of his danger, if his life 
has not been a ftate of care and concern for 
-his everlafting welfare. 
' In fliortj Heaven and happinefs is what 
^ry foul of us depends on; and we fhould 
any of us be filled with unfpeakable horror, if 
we had not hopes of being faved when we die. 

Let us have the patience but to afk this 
Ihort queftion, — ^Why do I hope for lalva- 
tion? If I have indeed thought of it with feri- 

voL. I. p oufiiefs> 
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oufiiefs, if I have laboured for it with dili- 
gence, if I have been afraid of mifcarrying, 
if I have duly prayed for God's afliftance, and 
have clofed wim the means of lalvation wluch. 
he has ordained; why then I may hope for 
falvation from a merciful God. But to hope 
for happinefs without doing any thing to ob- 
tain it, is the hope of madmen, or of hypo- 
crites, whofe fentence has already been palled: 
Cajl ye the unprofitable fervant into outer dark-- 
nefs.—Cut down the unfruitful tree*, why cum-- 
ber&h it the ground? 

Let then every Chriftian who hopes for 
happinefs confider. What the conditions are 
on which God has promifed his fcrvants eterv- 
nal happinefs; — how many have been ruined 
for not performing thefe conditions. Theh 
let him confider what the Spirit of God hath 
declared) that broad is the way^ and wide is the 
gatei that leadeth to deJlruBiony and what if 
it ftiould be my fad lot to be one of thofe 
many that go in thereat ? 

Have I no reafon to fear mifcarrying ? Have 
I no enemies to be afraid of? Has the world 
no longer any fnares, no temptations? Is Sa- 
tan no longer a roaring lion^feeking whom he 
may devour ; finding them oflr their guard, aijyd 
from under God's proteftion? Why then are 
we fo often warned, to fear; to be fober; to 
be upon our watch continually? Have we no 
exaniples of people given up to work all ini* 
quity with greedinefs f 

But, 
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But, you will fay, you have thought of thefe 
ftlungs. And have you, therefore, no longer 
VddEba to be afraid ? Are Chriflians no longer 
:CLil:§e6t to backflidings ? Does not every man's 
Ixeart witnefs againft him, that he has often, 
v«ry often, broke his refblutions ? And is there 
no fear of doing fo again ? 

But God, you fay, is infinitely merciful: in- 
deed he is fo, or elle no man would have been 
Gtved. 

But let us Chriflians confider, that God is 
true as well as good; and he will be merciful 
to us according to the terms he has fet down 
in his Holy Word. They that will not fub- 
mit to thefe terms, mufl inevitably feel the 
cfie£ts of his fevere juftice ; or elfe, to what 
purpofe is the book of God filled with judg- 
ments threatened, and judgments executed, 
upon impenitent finners, but to give thofe that 
furvive jufl impreffions arid reafons for fear? 

And then, if we add to thefe reafons the 
manifold tranfgreffions of our whole fives, 
the punifhment of which is only fufpended 
cm condition that we repent andperfevere;— 
if we fet before our eyes the holmefs of that 
religion wWch we profefs; the Majefly of 
God, to whofe eyes all things are naked and 
open, who requu-es of his fervants a fincere 
endeavour after holinefs, and whofe anger is 
to be dreaded more than death; — when we 
confider that our lives are not in our own 
power, and that, within a very few years, we 
p z fhall 
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fliall every foul of us be in another world;-—' 
verily, whoever dare think of thefe things, ahtl 
are not concerned and fearful for them&lyeas 
they muft be fuch who, as the Proj^tuSt 
fpeaks,^ have made a covenant with death-, ihaX, 
is, who fear no evil, no judgments. 

But Chriftians, who have any concern for 
themfelves, will fee their danger, and will 
proftrate themfelves before God, and pray him 
to put and preferve his fear in their hearts; 
and to give tnem all that ferioufnefs, care, and 
concern, that is neceflary to keep them awake, 
and mindful of what muft come hereafter* 

Thefe duties may indeed difcourage igno- 
rant people, and fuch as have no care for their 
fouls 5 for fuch people look only on the diffi- 
culties of a regular life, but know nothing of 
the happinefs of fuch a life. 

For example :— They do not fee what fnanes, 
dangers, and troubles, a Chriftian efcapes, 
v^ho is careful of his ways, and is for that 
reafon under the dire6lion of a good Provi- 
dence.— They do not feel with what peace that 
Chriftian lieth down at night, who hath feared 
and ftiunned every evil of the day paft; nor 
with what comfort he rifeth in the morning, 
who is refolved, by the grace of God, to walk 
circumfpeftly that whole day. Nor laftly, 
will carelefs people believe, with what peace 
that man will give up the ghoft, who lo or- 
ders his life, that when his Lord cometh he 
may be found watching. 

p Ifaiah xxyiii. 15. All 
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All ferious people underftand, that there is 
great recompence in fuch bleffings as thefe for 
all their care; aiid for fuch as are not yet be- 
come ferious, the beft fervice one can do fuch 
is to pray with the Pfalmift,** Put them in fear y 
Lordy that they may know themfehes to be but 
tneny that they may fee their great danger, 
Wore it be too late to prevent it. 
" After all, fome unfortunate people will be 
jyptto thmk, that their fears are too great al- 
ready; and that they rather want advice to 
Icflen them. And indeed it muft not be de- 
nied, but that fear may exceed its juft bounds, 
and even hinder our ferving God as we ought 
to do. Oxir great enemy aiming at two things ; 
either to make us carelefs and fearlefs,. which 
is a ftate of perdition, as you have already 
heard; or elfe to plunge men into defpair of 
obtaining pardon, of overcoming the corrup- 
tion of their nature, or of pleafing God by any 
thing that they can do. 

And Satan very often takes advantage of 
the difprders of the body, to heighten fuch 
people's fears, as far as God (hall permit him, 
toward defpair. 

But they that fear God, their comfort is, 
that they are in the hands of God, and that 
no power on earth or in hell can touch them 
any farther than God judges it fhall be for 
their eternal advantage. 

And this ftiould keep them from impati- 
ence, from repining at God's dealings with 
? Pfai. ix. ao. them. 
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them, from charging him foolifhly ; and make 
them more importunate for grace to fecure 
them (as far as God thinks fit) from both. 
thefe extremes — from a finful fecurity^ and 
from caufelefsfeari that they may ferve luixk 
acceptably with reverence and godly fear * 

There is another fear which we are far from. 
recommending, and that is, a Jlavijh fesm^ 
fuch as wick^ people, until their confciences 
are feared, do always labour under — a fear of 
the vengeance of God for the wickednefs they 
are not willing to forfake. 

But this flavifli fear is eafily known from 
that religious fear recommended in the text 
A flave looks for no favour when he has done 
amifs: he hates the mafter he fears ; he is 
obedient only for fear of punilhment, and has 
no concern but to hide his faults. On the 
contrary, a child of God is afraid indeed when 
he has done amifs 5 but he remembers that 
he is z father whom he has offended, and with 
an humble confidence hopes for his pardon, 
and loves him the more becaufe he is fo good 
as to forgive him. 

You fee by this time, my Chriftian brethren, 
what I have aimed at; namely, to recommend 
to you z jkrious temper^ which is the true 
Chriftian frame of mind and fpirit. That 
this confifts in loving God, and fearing to 
offend him; and laftly, in refolving to amend 
wherever we are fenfible we have done amifs. 

' Hcb. xii. a8. 

I confider 
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I confider that the approaching feafon 
[lent] is obferved by all ferious Chriftians 
with a more than ordinary regard for religi- 
ous duties. 

Many, it is tp be hoped, will call them- 
felves to an account for the errors of their 
lives pail, and make fober refolutions of 
amendnient for the time to come. 

Such as are fenfible that they have tranf- 
grefled through intemperance, have a good 
occafion offered them of taking revenge upon 
tiimifelves by mortification and felf-denial: 
for mifpending their time, by retirement j and 
for negleft of duty, by revolving upon, and 
fetting about the duties of their proper call- 
ing, with more care and diligence. 

Such as have been at variance will take this 
occafion of labouring to be reconciled, and to 
forgive, as they hope for forgivenefs them- 
felves at God's hands. 

They that are.engsiged in a fmful way of 
U^dng of any kind ftiould confider, that this 
may be the laft opportunity offered them by 
G(^, of beginning a repentance uQt to be re- 
pented of. 

In fhort; we fhould all take this occafion 
of confidering, (and this the moft ignorant 
can do, as well as the moft learned) That we 
have not long to fojourn here; — that death is 
ever at hand, and to be furprifed would be 
the moft dreadful thing in the world, for that 
Ve ihali rife out of the grave juft as we lie 

down 
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down in it, either the objefts of God's wrath, 
or of his mercy to all eternity;— that there- 
fore we fhould at all times endeavour to pre- 
ferve ourfelves in a ferious temper of mind» 
and avdd every thing that may make us for- 
get that we have fouls capable of the extremrft 
mifery, if not taken care of; — that we are furc 
to be moft happy when we die, if we are: 
careful to pleale God while we live; — and, 

Lajily, That whenever we fufFer ourfelves- 
to grow unthoughtful, indifferent, and carc- 
lefs, we are in greater danger than we are 
aware of, of hardening ourfelves againft all / 
motives and means of falvation, the fear of 
hell, and the hopes of heaven. 

I befeech you therefore, brethren, let it be 
feen, by the ferioufnefs of our lives, that we 
hope to go to heaven when we die. 

Which God grant, for Jefus Chrift's fake, 
our moft blefled Lord and Saviour. j4men. 




SERMON 



SERMON XII. 

THE CHARACTER OF A FAITHFUL SERVANT CON, 
SIPERED AND APPLIED, (for our direction and 
comfort) as we are THE SERVANTS OF GOD, 



MATTHEW XXV. 20, 21. 

HE THAT HAD RECEIVED FIVE TALENTS, CAME AND 
BROUGHT OTHER FIVE TALENTS, SAYING, LORD THOU 
DELIVEREDST UNTO ME FIVE TALENTS: BEHOLD, I 
HAVE GAINED BESIDES THEM FIVE TALENTS MORE. 
HIS LORD SAID UNTO HIM, WELL DONE, THOU GOOD 
AND FAITHFUL SERVANT; THOU HAST BEEN FAITH- 
FUL OVER A FEW THINGS, I WILL MAKE THEE RULER 
OVER MANY THINGS: ENTER THOU INTO THE JOY OF 
THY LORD. 

THE more thoughtful people are, the 
more apt are they to be caft dov^n with 
•Ae remembrance of their imperfections and 
failings ; while they that are lefs careful of 
their ways are apt to run into another ex- 
treme, and hope well for themfelves, not al- 
ways with good reafon. 

Now all this proceeds from people's having 
Wrong apprehenfions of God. And there is 
^o way fo likely to free our minds from falfe 
^pes on the one hand, and on the other from 
^^reafonable fears^ as this : to confider well 

the 
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the way of fpeaking which our bleffed Saviour 
has made ufe of in the gofpel, to convey to 
us juft and worthy notions of God, and the 
relation we bear to him. 

For inftance: — Sometimes he calls God 
our Father^ to affure and fhew us, with what 
goodnefs and compaffion he will treat us, if 
we behave ourfelves like dutiful children* 
Sometimes he is called a Judgey to impiint 
upon our minds, what an impartial fentence 
we muft expe6t from his juftice. Sometimes 
he is called a King^ to fhew us the authority 
he has over us; and that, as a mighty prince 
he has power to punifli his rebellious fubjefb, 
who will not return to their duty and obedi* 
ence. And to mention no more, God is here 
reprefented as our Lord and Majier^ to put us 
in mind of the work we have to do, the ac- 
count we are to give, and the reward we may 
cxpeft if we continue his faithful fervants 
unto our lives end. 

Now, as the Spirit of God has thought fit 
to make ufe of fuch expreffions as thefe, io\ 
well underftood by all forts of people, we may 
certainly conclude, that he will deal with us 
accordingly ; — namely, as a wife and good, fa^ 
ther would deal with his children, with great 
tendemefs and affeftion, while they do thdr 
beft to pleafe him s— as a prudent /nw^ would 
govern his fubjefts, with mildnefs, or fevc* 
rity, as they are good or otherwifej — and 
laftly, as a juft and bountiful majiery not re* 

quiring 
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quiring of his fervrants more than they are 
Mt to performj bearing witfi their miftakes 
where they are not wilful, and making good 
all his promifes, when they fhall have done 
their work. 

And it is for want of having thefe charac- 
ters of God before their eyes, that people very 
often entertain wild or unjuft thoughts of him 
and his ways; make their lives uncomfort- 
able, and their religion a burden, by enter-» 
taining themfelves with unreafonable fears^ 
wHle they fhould be endeavouring to do their 
doty.in that ftate of Ufe unto which the pro- 
wJcnce of God has called them ; which will 
he found to be the bell afTurance any man 
can have, that he is a fervant of God, that he 
is in the way of falvation, and that if he con- 
dnaes in this way he Ihall be approved of 
God, and admitted into heaven at the laft. 

Now, the relation betwixt majlers zndfer- 
vants being eafy to be underftood; and God 
bong pleafed to exprefs, by fuch a relation, 
hispurpofe of dealing with us hereafter; I 
choofe thefe words, in order to explain and 
fettle in our hearts a true notion or faithful- 
nefs or fincerity, that we may have the com- 
fort of knowing when we are fafe, and that 
^e may not be fecure and eafy when we really 
*^e not fo. 

And firft, the words imply thus much : that 
^ Jeroants to the great LOrd of the worlds we 
^Hfi all give an account of the talents which he 

has 
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has given us. This confideration will be apt 
to make us ferious, and concerned for tne 
iffue of fuch an account. 

Then what follows is exprefsly contained 
in the texts namely, 

I ft. The approbation of God: fTell done, 
thou good and faithful fervant. 

2dly. The reafon of fuch approbations 
^hou haji been faithful. 

3dly. The reward of being fo: Enter thou 
tnto the joy of thy Lord. 

From wmch neceflarily follows this truth; 
that every man who is faithful to hufband the 
talents which God has given him, or, in' 
other words, who fhall do his duty in that 
ftate of life unto which it has pleafed God to 
call him, Ihall certainly be faved. 

But then this queftion very naturally comes 
into our minds : how fhall I know that I am 
one of thofe faithful fervants to whom fuch 
rewards will be given? How may I hope 
that God will accept of my fervicej efpeci- 
ally when my own heart tells me, that I 
have done, and am fubjeft to do many things 
amifs ? Why, pray, how does a well-mean- 
ing fervant know when he may expeft his 
matter's pardon, approbation, and favour ? 
Does he not confider what are the charafters 
of a good and faithful fervant? And if he 
is confcious to himfelf that he a6ls like fuch 
a one, is he not eafy and fatisfied? And does 
he not, with fome affurance, depend upon 

what 
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what has been promifed him as a reward of 
Ids labours ? 

To come then to the main defign of this 
difeourfe. Let us confider what are the cha- 
rafters of a faithful fervant with reipe6t to 
men; and then let us fee how we may apply 
thefe charadlers, as we are the fervants of 
God, for our direftion and comfort. 

Now if a man enters into fervice, with a 
full purpofe of obferving all his matter's juft 
[^ commands ; if he truly performs what he pro- 
nfifes,. and what he is put in truft with, and 
honeftly employs his time and abilities for 
the honour and advantage of his mafter; if 
he patiently fubmits to be reproved; or, upon 
caUmg himfelf to an account, mends where 
he has done amifs; we count fuch a perfon a 
goodfervani'y and fhould be ready to conclude 
that mafter unreafonable, who would not be 
plealed with and reward his fervice. 

On the contrary, a wife and good mafter 
will make great allowances for failings which 
are unavoidable; he knows that the moft 
faithful fervant may miftake, may be often at 
a lofs what to do for the beft, may not always 
be able to do what he ought to do. 

In all thefe, and many more inftances of 
failings, which do not proceed from careleff- 
nefs, from contempt of authority, or from a 
wilful contra6led lazinefs; but rather from 
weaknefs, furprize, or other infirmity, to 
which all men are more or lefs fubjeft; in 

all 
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all fuch cafes^ a good man treats his iervaim^^ 

with companion and for^venefs. 

And will not the Lord of all th^ 
EARTH be as jujiy as kindy and mercifidy 
any of his creatures ? And may we not be i 
eafy and as fecure from fear of an angry 
fentment in his^ as in the moft indulgent fcr-^- 
vice? Yes fure, provided we do indeed deferv^^ 
the chara6ler of good and faithful fervantSy hav— ^ 
ing his pleafure and honour moft at heartj; 
and defiring to approve ourfelves to him in. 
every thing we do. It is not confiftent with 
infinite mercy, that fuch fhould finally mif- 
carry; and we may very fafely conclude, that 
v/hatever is truly reafonable, or juft, or kind, 
amongft men, all this will be found, and - 
much more than can be expreffed, in God's 
dealings with us. 

But to be more particular, and to apply this 
to the fervice we owe to our great Lord 
AND Master. Whoever would approve 
himfelf to be his faithful fervant, and have 
a title to the reward of being fo, muft lay 
himfelf under thefe following obligations, 
which will be a fure teft of his faithfulnefs 
or fmcerity, and confequently a fure founda* 
tion of peace. 

I/?; He muft refolve to obey God in all 
things, to the beft of his underftanding and 
power. 

2dly. He muft employ his gifts and graces 
for the honour of his Lord and Mafter, in 
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the difcharge of fuch duties as his ftate of 
life obliges him to. 

3^/y. He muft call himfelf often to an ac- 
count, whether he does fo or not, and make 
life of the means of grace in order to know 
and to do his duty. 

To keep to thele rules will fecure a man in 
the favour of God; and to fail notorioufly in 
any one of thefe will occafion endlefs fcruples 
in a mind fearful of what may come here- 
after, and greatly hazard one's falvation; as 
will appear, now we come to confider the im- 
portance and the confequences of obfervingor 
neglc£ting them. 

I. And firft; a refolution of obeying God, to 
the beji of our underfianding and power, is both 
reafonable and neceflary. It is reafonable, on 
account of God's authority over us; of the 
aiTurance we have, that all his commands are 
juft, and for our good; and becaufe of the re- 
ward we may hope for from fuch an obedi- 
ence. It is necejfary, both to lay a bias upon 
the will, to enlighten the underftanding, and 
to keep the mind in perfeft peace. 

It will lay a bias upon the will, which is of 
greater confe^uence than is ufually imagined; 
for certainly it is a great matter to be deter- 
mined beforehand, that no confideration what- 
ever fhall prevail with me to do differvice to 
or to difpleafe God, if I know it. For then 
I have no other difpute with myfelf, when I 
come to aft, but this: — Is this the will of 

God? 
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God? Is this an aftion worthy of out wft m 
pretends to be his devoted fervant? Is thS.4 
confiftent with the vows that are upon m^^ 
and with my hopes of heaven? 

And this has been the way of good meiR^ 
and their fecurity: I have fworriy and am pvr-^ 
pofedy to keep tb^ righteous judgments^ faith th^ 
Plalmift : that is, I am determined at all tiine^ . 
what to do; to do the will of my Lord atm 
Majier^ when I know it, without confulting my' 
own will, my paffions, or worldly interdft. 

But for a man, when a temptation lies in 
his way, to be at liberty to wi(h that God 
had not forbidden him the thing he defires;— 
to queftion ^vhether the penalty of breaking 
his laws will be greater than the pleafiire rf 
following his own inclinations; — to be at li- 
berty to hope that the goodnefs of God may 
perhaps pardon, where his jujiice has fo fc- 
verely threatened : this would be a fatal li- 
berty. It would be parleying with our corrupt 
appetites, which are often too ftrong even for 
our moft fettled refolutions ; much more when 
we are undetermined what to do until we are 
forced to a6l; when the prefent pleafiire, or 
profit, or pafTion, will too likely prevail with 
us to forget the rewards or punifnments of a 
future life. 

Such a/ refolution is necefTary, on account 
of the peace of mind, and fecurity from fear 
of evil, it gives us. 

Sincerity 



I 
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' ^ Sincerity confifts in ari inclination andrea- 

fincfs of mind to learn and to do the will of 

God. Wherever this is found, there may be 

niftakes, there may be failings, there may be 

fins of infirmity; but there cannot poffibly 

be fuchvi perverfenefs of the will, or a cor- 

rapbon of manners, as will exclude us the 

fervice of God, or forbid U3 hoping for his 

iBidon, favour, and bleffing, provided we 

.^dKK)fe not ways of ferving him of our own 

'fcvifing, but make ufe of, and value, the 

neams of grace which his wifdom and good- 

aeTs has appointed for our inftruftion, affift- 

•ice, and falvation. 

Laftly; fuch a refolution and readinefs to 
A) the will of God, will be a powerful means 
•f underftanding at all times what the will 
of our Lord is. He that will do the will of 
Chd^ (faith our Saviour) that is, he who de- 
files to do it, he pall know of the doBrine whe^ 
Aer it be ofGod^ or whether Ifpeak of my f elf 
• The truth appears to men juft as they are 
dii^)ofed to receive it; audit is not always for 
want of reafon, that men do not believe or 
know the truth, but generally from an un- 
willingnefs to receive and to obey it. Hear^ 
ifggye jhall hear^ and not underjiand^ faith our 
Saviour. And yet this was their condemna- 
tion, which could not have been, unlefs the 
^11 of God had been plainly made known 
to them. And it was their crime as well as 
their punifhment, that pride, felf-conceit, 
• VOL. J. Q^ worldly- 
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worldly-^raindednefs, being lowers of pkdfure 
more .than lovers of God, lumtted them for un- 
derftanding the truth, made the Soft of God 
become a Jlumbling-blocky and an offence to 
them to whom he came with terms of falvadon. 

In one word; Jefus Chrift has made the 
way of lifeplain, not by requiring us to know 
a great deal, but by obliging us to an honeft 
ufe of what we know ; by giving us few rulesj 
which he expefts we mould remember and. 
obferve; by fetting us an example, which he 
demands we fhould imitate; and by afford- 
ing us means of grace, which he requires us 
to make ufe of as we hope for happineik; 
And we may judge of our nncerity, and con- 
fequently of our flate with God, by compa- 
ring our love for him and his fervice with any 
otlier paflion, 

A covetous man, for inftance, hears propo*' 
fals of gain from flrangers, from inferiors, 
and even from enemies. There needs no apo« 
logy be made to excufe the liberty of ib^k- 
ing to him upon that fubjeft; one need not 
bid him have a care of his intereft; he will 
be fure to do that if he knows it He is very 
watchful of thofe that would wrong himi 
and will not knowingly do any thing which 
fhall affe6l and hurt his great defign oi en- 
riching himfelf. In fhort, he does all this 
as naturally as he lives, becaufe his heart is 
fet upon this one thing, the increafmg Ids 
fubftance. 

From 
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3From which we may fet down thefe fure 
TStasks of our lincerity towards God : — 

j{Jf. That we never confent to known 
iniiquity. 

SLJfy. That we are never uneafy to hear the 
tdMth and know our duty. And, 

Lajily^ That we make ufe of thofe means 
of knowing and doing our duty which God 
lias directed us to. 

Thus will our love to God be fincere and 
manifeft. We fhall love to pleafe him; we 
(hall eafily underftand what will pleafe him; 
and we fhall be at peace with ourfelves, and fe- 
curefrom fear of anger from fo good a mafter. 
11. But then, we muli be fure to employ all 
-^^giffs and graces J all the talents he be /lows 
«tffi» usyfor his honour , in difcharging the proper 
mies of our callings. For this is another 
chara61:er of a good and faithful fervant: — 
Tbm baf been faithful^ that is, thou haft em- 
}doyed the talents I gave thee, in the bufinefs 
I appointed thee. That man, therefore, can- 
not be called a good fervant^ who will choofe 
what bufinefs he himfelf pleafeth, to employ 
his time, and thoughts, and labour upon, and 
not what his Lord has affigned him, and qua* 
fified him for. 

And yet infinite are the diforders and in- 
ftances of this nature, and fatal the confe- 
quences, while people negleft their proper 
bufinefs for what they think a better way of 
Spending their time. 

Q^ 2 Can 
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Can a man, qualified for and dedicated to 
the more immediate fervice of God, inno- 
cently engage himfelf in worldly bufinefs in- - 
confiftent with fuch an employment? Thc^ 
fame Lord, who has ordained that they vol 
preach the ^ofpeljhould live of the gojpel^ has 
once appomted the duty and the fiipport oc- 
thofe tnat ferve at the altar. 

But more criminal is the indifcreet zeal o^ 
thofe who go into the fervice before they ar& 
fent, and will be teachers of others, before ; 
their Lord has declared them qualified for \ 
fuch an office. Will he approve of fuch a 
fervant? Will he accept, will he reward his 
fervice? 

If we confider how few are appointed to go- 
vern, in comparifon of thofe whofe duty it is i 
to obey, one would wonder to find fo many of 
all conditions as much engaged in modeluns 
the world, and cenfuring the conduft of thc& 
who are bound to govern, as if all were to 
command, and none to obey. And yet, our 
Lord is a God of order ^ and would have all his 
fervants to keep their ftation, and to obferve 
the duties of their calling; fome of which are 
indeed common to all Chriftians : — To pro- 
mote the glory of God; to be examples of 
piety; todifcountenancevice; to comfort the 
afflidted; and to minifter to the neceffities of 
the poor and miferable. 

In all which duties there is a very great 
latitude left, that people may have aft oppor- 
tunity 
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tunity of manifefting their zeal and piety to- 
Mrards God, and their compaffion and charity 
towards men. 

But the duties of our calling are limited to 
TOrdcular perfons, as the providence of God 
nas ordered it. And every man will have 
enough to do to fee his own duties hand- 
fomely difcharged, without engaging in thofe 
in !^ch he has nothing to do. 

IT parents and matters govern their chil- 
dren and fervants well; if thefe are dutiful 
\ and faithful to them; if magiftrates aft as if 
they had a mafter in heaven; and they that 
ou^t to obey do it for confcience fake; if 
men arc juft in their dealings one with an- 
\ other> and cheerfully, aim at the public good; 
[ Acre is no better way of promoting the glory 
of God, and fecuring our title to heaven. 
^ It is by thefe things we approve ourfelves- 
Chriftians indeed; manifeft our faith by our 
works; and are more fure that we are under 
the condu£l of the Spirit of God, by a faith- 
ful cUfcharge of thefe relative duties, than by 
any other inftance or pretence whatever. 

Even fafting, and prayer, and alms, or any 
other afts or expreffions of devotion, are no- 
. thing in the account of God, if we do not 
hereby become better men, better neighbours, 
better Chriftians, in that ftate of life unto 
which it has pleafed God to call us. 

III. The laft charafter of a faithful fer- 
vant i5, that he often calk himfelfto an account ^ 

amends. 
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amends where he has done amifs-, and ufes proper 
means for avoiding mijlakesfor the time to come. 

This is found neceflary in the common • 
concerns of life ; much more is it fo with re- 
^£t to our duty to God, and the concerns of 
eternity y left we fall into fuch ignorance or 
inconfideration, as will lead us into fin with- 
out thinking of it. For then, our fins arc as 
much wilful, as if we ftiould fay in our hearts, 
this we will do though we know God has 
forbidden us. 

It is a dangerous error we are apt to run. 
into — We are in a good way, we find ourfelves 
hearty in it; we refolve to purfue it as long 
as we live; and we apprehend no danger, op 
that we (hall ever mifcarry, having given our- 
felves to God's fervice. But then we do not 
remember, that all the intimations of (crip- 
ture, which fpeak of the danger of drawing 
back, of falling away, are all to no purpofe, 
if, as long as we are in this world, we were 
not liable to be undone ; if we continue not 
faithful unto deaths careful of our ways even 
unto our lives' end; which it is not pofiible 
to do, without calling ourfelves often to an 
account, and charging ourfelves with the er- 
rors we have committed, in order to avoid 
them for the future. 

By this means, if we have done any a£tion 
which either was in itfelf, or in the manner 
of doing it, unfit to be done by a fervant of 
God, or we did it to an end unworthy of a 

Chnftian, 
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CHiiflian, and we refolve to forbear that for 
the time to come, to avoid all occafions of 
tnxiptation, and ufe fuch means as are proper 
to prevent a relapfe; by doing this, we know 
wliat we have to anfwer for, we keep peace 
with God, and keep all quiet within. 

On the other hand, very dreadful have been 
the confequences of negle6ting this duty. — 
Pttple have forgot themfelves, their vows, 
thcS duty, and their God; have fallen in 
kro with fins which once they abhorred; and 
kave increafed their accounts to fuch a length, 
that nothing but the fight of death could 
force them to look upon them. The confe- 
ouence of which has too often been — confii- 
fion and defpair. 

But why fhould we ever fufFer matters to 
come to this extremity? Why fhould weneg- 
leiEtior be afraid to fee how our accounts ftand 
betwixt us and our Lord? 

Blefled be God, that we ferve a mafter who 
knows our infirmities, who will accept of our 
repentance, and forgive all that is paft, if we 
fincerely purpofe to ferve him more faithfully. 
A mafter, who will command nothing but 
what is reafonable and for our good; who 
cannot miftake our honeft intentions, and 
will accept of our fincere endeavours inftead 
of a perfe6t obedience; and who%ill reward 
us, not according to our worksy but according to 
his mercy and promife in Jefus Cbriji. Here is 
no room for comj>laint, no room for fear, 
inucli lefs for defpair. Let 
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Let fuch as are moft apt to defpond vie(i» & 
fervant, who is always prepared to do hil^ 
Lord's will, is alwjiys pleafed to know it* i« 
angry with himfelf whenever it has been hW 
misfortune to have done amifs, and takea 
more care for the time to come not to tua 
into miftakes. On the other hand, let bim 
look upon the Lord of that fervant, as v^jyt 
defirous of the welfare of his whole fao^i 
reafonable in all his conunands, concemePto 
have his houfhold carefully inftrufted in thtitf 
duty, eafy to be intreated when matters h»va 
gone wrong, fatisfied with the good meaning 
and honeft endeavours of fuch as could not 
come up to the utmoft of their duty; lafHy, 
julT: to all his promifes, and kind to hi? faith-9 
ful fervants beyond their expeftations. No 
man, who confiders that this is really the 
charafter, thefe the properties, of the Lord of 
the world, can defpair of approving himielf 
to God, unlefs this be his cafe, — that he cannot 
refohe to become the faithful fervant juji no^ 
defcribed. 

But whether we are faithful or otherwifej 
accountable we mujl be, whether we will or 
no. We have all received talents, even thofc 
that think they have been moft overlooked} 
and we muft all one day anfwer for the ufe 
we have mide of them. 

It is true, our Lord and Mafter is kind and 
good; but then heis juftas well as merciful j; 
and if his gifts are neglected, his promifes 

defpife4j, 
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defpifed, his commands broken without rer- 
gret, and his goodnefs abufed, he can be fe* 
vere, he has been fo in inftances innumerable, 
and he has declared that he will be fo, and 
give to every man according to his works, 
whether they have done good or evil. 

God Almighty make us all truly fenfible 
of this, that we mzy fear where we have rea- 
fon £0 to do, and be cheerful where we have 
nodll> that we may have always in our eye 
the prize of our high calling, which will be 
fufficient tp encourage us under difficulties, 
excite our beft endeavours, and reward all 
ovir labours. 

Now to God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoft, be afcribed all honour and glory, now 
and for ever* 




SERMON 



SERMON XIIL 

TRUE REPENTANCE ABSOLUTELY NECES- 
SARY TO SALVATION, 



^"^^alten, O God, the fpirit of Repentance in this drowfy, thoughtlels 
'^'orld, which ftands fo much in need of it;— make me a faithful, 
^^cefeful preachfer of true repentance ;— pour down thy Holy Spirit 
^pon my heart, and updn the hearts of all that fhall hear thefe truths, 
"^liat we may all repent and turn to God with all our hearts, and 
tring forth fruits anfwerable to amendment of life, for Jefus Chrift's 
£ke. Amen. 



MATTHEW iii. 8, 9, lO, 
3RING FORTH FRUITS MEET FOR REPENTANCE; (that 

18, ANSWERABLE TO AMENDMENT OF LIFE) AND THINK NOT 

TO SAY WITHIN YOURSELVES, WE HAVE ABRAHAM 
TO OUR FATHER: FOR I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT GOD 
IS ABLE OF THESE STONES TO RAISE UP CHILDREN 
UNTO ABRAHAM. NOW THE AX IS LAID UNTO THE 
ROOT OF THE TREES: THEREFORE EVERY TREE 
WHICH BRINGING NOT FORTH GOOD FRUIT IS HEWN 
DOWN, AND CAST INTO THE nRE.» 



THESE w^ords difcover to ns a truth 
vsrhich moft Chriftians are not aware of, 
^Jid which they will be furprized at when 
thev he^ it; and it is this: — nat too man^ 
ere ruined y notfo much by their Jins^ as by tbetr 

* See Deut. viii. 19, ao. Prov. xxviii. 13. Ifaiah i. 16. Iv. 69 7. 
Jer. iii. la, 13. Ezek. xviii. 27. Mark vi« za. % Cor. vii. 10. 

very 
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'very repentance-, that is, they miftake and take 
that for repentance, which will never do them 
any fervice, and which God will never accept 
of for the pardon of their fins. 

Sinners we are, every foul of us, and every 
foul of us would come (hort of heaven, if 
God in mercy had not provided and ofiered 
us a remedy for our fins. This remedy is a 
true repentance. Every Chriftian who lays 
hold of it will moft certainly be pardoned, 
and faved, and be happy for ever. Every one 
who defpifes, neglefts, or wilfully miftakes • 
this remedy, will as furely be fhut out of hea* 
ven, and be puniftied eternally, as God and 
this word** of his, are true. 

If this will not make you very attentive to 
what I am going to fay upon this fubjeft of 
repentance, I have no other arguments to 
prevail with you. For this is the very argu- 
ment or motive, which the Spirit of God in 
the text made ufe of to awaken the Jewifh 
nation, and to prepare them for receiving the 
mercies of the gofpel juft going to be offered 
them. I'he axy (faith the Holy Baptift) the 
ax is laid to the root of the trees : every tree there-' 
fore, which bringeth not forth good fruity is hewn 
down y and caji into the fire: Afluring lis by 
this, that the fruit of repentance is that whicn 
God expefts from us, and which of his gfe^t 
mercy, for Chrift's fake, he will accept of 5 
but if this fruit does not appear in our lives, 
we muft cxpc6t nothing lefs than to be cut 

b The Bible. off 
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off by death, and to be burnt with fire un- 
quenchable: there being no other choice for 
Chriftian people, but a true repentance or ruin. 

Every Chnftian, therefore, who lays- any 
thing to heart, will be glad to be informed 
frbm the word of God, 

Firft, Concerning the reafon and the necejfity 
of repentance y and in what true repentance does 
cotijtjt. 

2dly, What are thofe mijiakes concerning re- 
pentance y which Chrijiians are liable to fall into. 

Laftly, How a Chrijiian may have the fure 
comfort of knowing whether his repentance will 
be accepted of God for his pardon and fahation. 

And thele are the particulars, that, by the 
good grace of God, (which I befeech him to 
vouchfafe me) I purpofe at this time to lay 
before you, and to cnarge upon myfelf. 

I. I niuft, firft of all, explain to you the 

ABSOLUTE NECESSITY OF REPENTANCE. Not 

only John the baptift, but our Lord himfelf 
and his apoftles, began their miniftry by ex- 
horting and requiring people to repent, as 
they hope to be faved^ plainly fhewing, that 
no man can receive the gofpel — can be a 
Chriftian, — without forfaking his fins, which 
are againft natural reafon and confcience: for 
he that will not forfake a fin which his own 
confcience tells him he ought not to live in, 
will not receive a revelation which his own 
reafon may tell him comes from God. 

This, 
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This, you fee, (hews the abfolute neceffity 
of repentance, in order to a man's bdng a 
Chriftian, in order to his recei>dng the go^iel 
to any faving purpofes. 

We are all of us the finfiil race of Adam; 
we have, every one of us, the root, the fprin^ 
the feed, the fountain of every evil, within 
US; and the beft of us would be as wicked as 
the worft we know, if we were left entirely 
to ourfelves. And as it is, the very beft c* 
us have done many, many things which arc 
hateful to God; and therefore an holy God 
could never have taken pleafure in fuch finfiil 
creatures, had not Jefus Chrift put us into a 
way of regaining his; favour, if we will but 
clofe with the means of falvation offered us in 
the gofpel : that is, if men will repent and turn 
to God'y if they will forfake their fins, which 
are hateful to God, and bring forth fruits an^ 
fwerable to amendment of life ^ — if they do this, 
they fhall be pardoned every fin that is paft, 
and be made happy when they die. 

Now, it is for this very end, that God has 
given, and continues to us our lives; — that 
laying hold of this mercy ^ we may repent, our 
corrupt nature may be mended, and that wc 
may be reftored to the image of God, and be 
fit for paradife when we die. 

This, I fay, is God's great defign in fetting 
us in this flate of trial, to qualify us for eternal 
happinefsy and at the fame time to manifeft 
his own mofl glorious perfeftions : that wc 

may 
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may adore his almighty power, which can 
enable fuch poor weak creaitures to overcome 
the greateft difficulties, the temptations of the 
flefti, the world, and the devil; — that we may 
adore— his wonderful patience, in bearing 
with our perverfenefs 5 his infinite mercy and 
goodnefs, in pardoning us upon our true re- 
pentance; and his fevere juftice, in punifhing 
thoie who will not be prev^led upon, by fo 
much goodnefs, to repent, and lead a new life. 
By Ais time you lee the abfolute neceffity 
of repentance to falvation, and that true re^ 
penfance confijis infucb aforrow for having of- 
fended Gody as ts followed by a change of mindy 
and amendment of life. 

And whether this forrow proceeded at the 

ifirft from fear, or from a concern for having 

abufed the goodnefs of fo gracious a God; 

yet if it bring forth fruit anfwerable taamend- 

ment of life, it will be accepted; that is, if 

the finner, being made fenfibk of the mercy 

of God for Chrift's fake to all true penitents, 

Ihall refolve with holy Job,, ^^r^ / have done 

iniquity y I will do fo no more. If he refblves 

with the people of Ifrael, All that the Lord 

^all command me^ that will I do. If thefe re* 

iblutions are followed by an hatred of every 

thing that a man believes may difpleafeGod; 

-—by avoiding as much as poffible all tempta- 

^ons to fin; — by a fincere endeavour to lead 

^n holy and a Chriftian life;— and laftly, by 

"^iing the means which God has ordained to 

keep 
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keep us from backilitting;— fuch a perfon is a. 
trae penitent, and in the fure way to heafen 
and happinefs. 

But then, I muft not conceal it from yon, 
that all this is not (o foon done as advifiia or 
refolved upon; the world, the flefti, and the 
devil, are not {o eafily overcome as renounds&i 
Habits of virtue and goodnefs are not acouired 
at once ; and the way to eternal happinels, o6t 
Lord afTures us, is narrow and difficult, and 
will require pains and ftriving to pafs through 
it fafely. 

What then muft be done ? Mufl: we fit ftill, 
and be content to perifh? That is a frightful 
thought indeed; and God, to make it ftiH 
more terrible, has made known to us a trothi 
that if attended to will awaken the moft 
drowfy finner alive; — they that have done emh 
(lived wicked lives) and do not repent^ Jhatt fjl 
into everlajiingjire. 

Few people can hear this without feme 
thoughts and purpofes of repentance; but 
then, to avoid the difficulties of a true repent'* 
ance, the corrupt heart of man has ever been 
feeking for expedients to make it more cafy 
and confident with an unconverted life. 

Thus the Jews flattered themfelves that 
God, for the fake of Abraham their fath^i 
would pafs by their faults more eafily than 
thofe of other people; but the holy Baplift> 
in the text, afrures them to the contrary. 
And indeed, from the beginning, they were 

told 
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lold this in very plain words, and that their 

being the children of Abraham would not fe- 

core them againft the difpleafure of God. 

If ye at all forget the Lord your Gody yejhall 

^trely perijhy as the nations perijhed which the 

Urd dejiroyed before your face,"" — Notwith* 

ftaftding this, Chnftians have multiplied tliefe 

taiftakes to the ruin of infinite fouls. 

; II. Many are apt to think, that repentance 

is only neceffary when people have fallen into 

great and crying fms; and that when they 

aive fbrfaken fuch fins, though for the fear 

«f temporal punilhment only, they are in the 

iray of falvation- Many imagine, that their 

fqimtance is over, when they have exprefled 

trcLr Ibrrow for having done amifs, and begged 

God's pardon. Too many are perfuaded tiliat 

tepentance is in their own power, and that 

tifcy can fet about it and perform it when 

they pleafe. And too, too many put off their 

Rpentance to the very end of their lives. 

Thefe are fad mift:akes among Chriftiansj 
who will often find to their aftoniftiment thofe 
fins charged upon them, which they hoped . 
diey had repented of, and were forgiven. 
/ Now, to prevent thefe miftakes, the Spirit 
of God has joined repentance and converfion 
together. Repent y and be converted^ that your 
fins kay be blotted out^ So that no degree of 
forrow, no penance, no mortification, no con- 
fcffion, no abfolution, which is not attended 

« Deut. viii. ao. ^ Afts iii, 19. 

VOL. I. R with 
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with amendment of life, will avail any tiling 
in the fight of God. 

Not only notorious finners, but all menliv* 
ing, have need of rroentance to reftore them 
to the favour of God; — and to think that re- 
pentance is in our own power without the 
grace of God, is as abfurd as it would be to 
think to raife the dead by our own powers 
the one being as great a miracle as the other- 
Let it be obferved, moreover, that a fhort 
forrow, and afking pardon of God, is fo far 
from being repentance, that a Chrijiian^s wIh^ 
life ought to be ajiate of repentance \ that is, he 
ought, and he will if he be a true penitent^ 
all his life long lament and ibive againft the 
corruption of his nature, and be forry fortiie 
fins he has ever fallen into, whenever he re- 
members them. He will evermore watch 
over his own heart; oppofe every evil incli- 
nation; and immediately beg for^venefeof 
God, whenever any fin has got the mafisry. 
of him againft his fettled purpofes. 

In fhort, a Chriftian, for thefe reafons, will 
never think himfelf excufed, to his dying day, 
from felf-denial, from watching and prayer; 
Jefus Chrift having made thefe the ftanding 
means of repentance unto life- 

But the great miftake and delufion of all is, 

the depending upon a late^ a death-bed repentance. 

Chriftians fhould confider, that the Spirit 

of God, by requiring us to bring forth fndti 

meet for repentance^ has fhewed us the abfur- 

dity, 
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iiiji the danger, the inexpreffible danger, of 
putting off our repentance //// the night come 
when no man can work. 

And indeed, every body muft fee that there 
would be no neceffity of a good life, if a man 
may be unjuft, or unmerciful, or covetous, or 
a drunkard, or an adulterer, a profaner of 
God, his name, or his ordinances, and yet 
may hope for mercy vAitn he comes to die, 
upon his being forry for his wicked life, and 
begging God's pardon. 

Let it be further confidered, that God has 
pofitively declared, that he will render to every 
man according to his works. Now if a man 
iias done no good works (after his repentance) 
to balance his evil deeds, what can he hope 
fbr but judgment without mercy? 

In ftiort ; though an evil liver Ihould, when 
he comes to die, be never fo forry for his fins, 
and refolve fincerely to change his life, yet 
fiich a perfon has no promife from God that 
lu8 repentance fhall be accepted: — the pro- 
mife, you have heard, is to fuch as repent and 
torn to God, and bring forth fruits meet for 
repentance. And accordingly the tree that 
iMd not brought forth good truit, after pati- 
ence and pains had been fpent on it in vain, 
was to be cut down and burnt. 

I know very well what will be faid to this, 

that it may drive dying Jinners to dejpair; but I 

am not now fpeaking to dying finnersj I am 

fpealdng to fuch as have it in their power, by 

R 2 the 
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the grace of God, to repent before they come 
into tfiat fad condition, which no man in his 
right mind would venture his foul upon for 
this whole world. 

There were cafes under the law which God 
referved to hin\felf, even fo we muft leave the 
fate of a death-bed repentance to the uncove- 
nanted mercy of God. 

There have been perfonsfo unhappily edu- 
cated, and fo extremely ignorant, that when 
they have come to die, it has appeared they 
knew nothing almoft of their duty, or their 
danger. Such pitiable circumftances may find 
mercy with God; but fuch as live in a can^ 
tinued courfe of fin, rejefting the means of 
inftru6lion, defpifing the means of converfion^ 
hardening themfelves againft all methods of 
God for their falvation; — fuch can have litdc 
comfort adminiftered unto them when they 
come to die. Nor will any minifter or prieft 
of God, who underllands the gcrfpel and his 
duty, dare to give any affurance, or other ad* 
vice, to fuch unhapj)y people, than to exhort 
them to do all that is in their power, and to 
leave the ifTue to God;— to confefs, and detefl^ 
their hatred and contempt of God, and iBOm 
laws, with the utmoft abhorrence; — to let all 
that come to fee them know what an evil and 
bitter thing it is when one comes to die, to 
look back upon an ill-fpent life; — to warn 
them, as they love their own fouls, to repent 
in time, left they alfo come jnto that ftate of 

torment. 
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torment. And laftly, to accept of forrow and 
angmlh of mind, as a juft punifliment, and 
fiich as their cafe requires. 

Such humiliations as thefe will have their 
weight with God ; if not to pardon their fins, 
yet at leaft to lefTen their punifliment, and to 
keep them from defpair. 

III. We come now to confider bow a ChriJ- 
tian may have the comfort of knowing whether 
bis repentance befuch as will be accepted of God 
for bis pardon andfahation. 

And, in the firft place, every man living 
may have the comfort of knowing afluredly, 
that his fins, though never fo great, will be 

Srdoned upon his true repentance. We 
ve the word and oath of the Son of God 
for thisf Verily i all fins Jhall be forgiven unto 
tbefons of men. 

And every Chriftian may be aflured, that 
if God has given him the fpirit of repentance-, 
that is, a fear for himfelf, a forrow for hav- 
ing offended God, a defire of returning to 
hb duty, and of being reconciled to his 
Maker 5 — he may be affured, that his fin is 
not that unpardonable fin excepted by our 
{ji^ardy thefn againji the Holy Ghoji. He may 
be affured of this, becaufe^it is the Holy Ghoft, 
who gives him this fpirit; who gives him 
grace, and a defire, and a will, to repent; 
who therefore has not utterly forfaken him; 
~that is, he has not finned the fin unto death, 
^ the apoffle calls it/ 

• Mark viii. %%• ' i John v. 16. "IS 
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His next concern, therefore, muft be to look 
to his repentance^ that it be fuch as the gos- 
pel requires ; for upon that his fafety, and the 
whole comfort of his life and death, depend* 

For example : — His confcience muft witnefi 
for him, that he does not live in any known 
fin; if he does, he is no true penitent, though 
he has forfaken never fo many evil ways. A 
good Chriftian may indeed fall into a fin, 
through furprife, through the force of a 
temptation, for want of keeping a ftrifl; 
watch over himfelf ; — but he is no longer a 
good Chriftian, or a true penitent, if, being 
made fenfible of his fault, he does not immie- 
diately repent of it, and refolve to do fo na 
more. Thus did Saint Peter— thus did David 
— and thus will every Chriftian do, who con- 
fiders that he ventures no lefs a ftake than hi3 
own foul, who ventures to live one moment 
in any known fin. 

7.dly. A true penitent, — his confcience muft 
witnefs for him that he does not live in a wil- 
ful negledt of any known duty. Ceafe tp J$ 
evily learn tQ do well. Bring forth fruits meet 
for repentance. This is the language, this the 
defign, both of the law and the gofpel. Let 
no man, therefore>iComfort himfelf with fay- 
ing, that he leads an harmlefs life, Every man 
has his proper duty and talents, for which he 
muft anfwers fo that no man can fay he leads 
an harmlefs life, who leads an ufelefs life, or 
who neglefts the duties of his place and fh^te 
pf life- 3^1^. A 
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Sdly. A true penitent, — his confcience muft 
witnefs for him, that he keeps a ftrid watch 
over himfelf, for fear of backfliding. Watch 
and prayy that ye fall not into temptation. This 
is a goipel rule, never to be dilpenfed with— 
never to be forgotten ^ — without which no 
man can be fecure of his perfeverance. 

Lajily. A true penitent, — his confcience 
muft witnefs for him, that he ftrives to pleafe 
God in every thing to the beft of his power. 
This is the fureft proof of a Chriftian's fince- 
rity, and of the truth of his repentance, when 
he can fay. This I avoid, this I abhor, becaufe 
I believe it will difpleafe God; — ^when he can 
truly fay. This I do, this I undertake, this I 
fiifFer, becaufe I believe it is the will of God, 
and will be for his glory. Whoever is in 
this way is a true penitent, his fins will be 
forgiven, and he is in the fure way of falva- 
tion; — thefe being fruits anfwerable to amende 
ment of life. 

. But that a Chriftian may keep in this way, 
it will be neceflary that he call himfelf often 
to an account; — that every night he begfor^ 
givenefs of thofe fins which through frailty 
he has committed the day paft; — and that he 
omit none of thofe means which God has or-r 
dained to keep Chriftians from backfliding, 
and from falling into the fnare of the devil: 
One of which the church has proyidlft in her 
daily fervice, — a ftanding and an efFe6tual 
means of obtaining pardon for all fuch as fin- 

^erely 
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cerely clofe with it;— that is, for all fuch as 
having with all true humility confeffed their 
fins unto God, do fecretly beg of him, that 
the pardon pronounced by his own Minifter 
may become efFeftual for the forgivenefe of 
all their fins. 

Only remember, that it is a mere mocking 
of God to confefs our fins, without a fincere 

Imrpofe of f orfaking them ; and that the abfi>-' 
ution pronounced by the Prieft of God will 
only benefit thofe who with hearty repentance 
and true faith turn unto God. And to fuch — 
to fuch as are truly penitent — the daily abfb* 
lution will be an invaluable blefling and com-* 
fort, even as great as it is to be fatisfied, that 
their pardon isfealedin heaven. 

Another means of grace, and pardon, and 
ialvation, is offered us in the facrament of the 
Lord's fupper. And a Chriftian muft be very 
ignorant, or very little concerned for his Ial- 
vation, who will turn his back upon that 
ordinance, which is defigned to feal unto all 
worthy receivers the pardon of all their fins. 

By this time, I hope you fee, and are con^- 
vinced, that repentance is not {o much a law 
impofed upon you, as z favour and a privilege 
of the gofpel'y — that it is the greateft mercy 
vouchfafed unto finners, who, when they have 
forfeited the favour of God, are not utterly 
caft ofF,*^but have the promife of pardon, and 
this upon moft reafonablc terms. 

But 
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But then we muft be careful not to abufe 
this great privilege; that we be not bold to 
provoke God, becaufe he has been fo good as 
to promife to pardon us upon our true repent- 
ance; — always remembering, that God's great 
defign in accepting of our repentance is this, 
that we may live to his glory the remainder of our 
days'y — that we may fhew, in our converfion, 
the power of his grace, the riches of his good- 
nefs and mercy, the faithfulnefs of his pro- 
mifes, and the holinefs of his laws. 

By this you fee, that a Chrijiians whole life 
might to be ajiate of repentance ; — that we ought, 
all our days, to be labouring after holinefs 
and perfeftion, getting the maftery over our 
corruptions, and doing good in our genera- 
tion. And we fhall not defer this one mO"- 
ment, if we confider, that the fervant in the 
eofpel, who had moft improved his talents, 
nad the greateft reward; and that the fooner 
we repent, the more happy we fhall be when 
we die. 

This fhews the madnefs of thofe who will 
be making experiments, how long they mav 
go on in a carelefs way of living, and ftiU 
hope that God will be gracious to them, and 
accept of their repentance. For there is a 
time when (as God himfelf has declared) he 
will not be found of them that feek him. Befides 
this, every moment we defer our repentance, 
we kffen our own happinefs, 

But 
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But above all, let us confider, that repent- 
ance is a work of time, of pains, of fbrrow, « 
and uneafy to flefh and blood; that the ways 3 
of fin are extremely hazardous, and a return j 
to our duty very uncertain; that^ therefore, , 
they are wife and happy, who are t^gt\t; be- - 
times to fear God, and walk in his Ways, -. 
who can fay with the eldeft fon in the go^>el, 
/ never difobeyedthy commands. You kno\^ the : 
father's anfwer: Son^ all that I have is thine. 

And indeed the goodnefs of God has fo or- 
dered matters, that this might be the happy 
cafe of many more Chriftians, if it were not 
plainly our own fault. 

At our baptifmy he gives us his Holy Spirit 
to be the principle of a new life to us ; an all- 
powerful Spirit, able to keep us in the ways 
and in the favour of God to our lives' end. 

Were parents careful to infl:ru6l their chil- 
dren, how to improve and how to preferve this 
mighty bleffing, what an alteration fhould we 
fee in the Chriftian world! But, alas! they 
are fufFered to grow up in ignorance, to get 
evil habits, to grieve the Holy Spirit by which 
they were fanftified, and very often to fall 
again into the fnare, and power, and kingdom 
of Satan. It is then they muft be plainly 
told, that they have no other choice but re- 
pentance or damnation. And, God knows, 
this is often told to fuch as turn a deaf ear 
to fo dreadful a truth. They are in the power 
of a Matter who will not fufFer them to fear 

till 
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till it be too late to repent, unlefs the Almighty 
Oodj by a miracle of mercy, interpofe his 
jpo\\rer. And this he does fometimes by the 
difcipline of the church j and would oftener 
do it, did not wicked men oppofe this graci- 
ous method of his providence for the conver- 
fion of fmners. 

But then you fee the great fin of thofe who 

go about to fet at nought, to pull down, or to 

defpife and abufe, fuch a powerful means of 

grace and converfion, which has God for its 

9LUthor, and is ordained to remove fcandals 

€)ut of his church, — to awaken and to humble 

iinners, — to prevent their being hardened in 

^ickednefs, and from corrupting others, — to 

b^et in all a fear of falling, — to prevent the 

judgments of God from falling upon fociety; 

— and laftly, to make fome reparation to the 

honour of God for his abufed authority. 

Thefe are the ends of church difcipline^ and 

which many a finner, I hope, has reafon to 

blefs God for. 

To proceed: — By this time, I hope, good 
Chriftians, you fee that your everlajiing welfare 
depends upon the fncerity of your repentance \ 
tms being the only way by which a finner 
can poflibly be reftored to the favour of God, 
and put into the way of falvation. You fee 
that repentance is the gift of God, and that 
it muft be begged of him with a fincere defign 
of forfaking every evil w^y. 

To 
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To encourage us to tlunk, in good earneft»^ 
of fetting about fo neccflary a work, God is fi> ^ 
good as to offer us all the afliftance that we 
can poflibly want: and that we may not flat- 
ter ourfelves, that it may not be fo ill with 
us as has been intimated, Jefus Chrift himielf 
has told us what will be the puniihment of ' 
fin unrepented of: Eternal darknefs^—tain if 
body^ and anguijh of mind, — unquencbaolejire: 

AND THESE FOR EVER. 

Will any man, in his right mind, who 
hears, who believes, thefe words of the Son of 
God, live one moment under the hazard and 
dread of dying in his fms ? If therefore any 
of you, who now hear and underftand mc, 
are convinced that you live in any known fin, 
or very frequently fall into the fame fins, be 
perfuaded, as you love your fouls, from this 
moment to begin your repentance, to forfate 
every fin, though as dear to you as a right band 
or a right eye. They are the words of Jefus 
Chrift that I am going to repeat: // is better 
' for you to enter into life^ -^halty or maimed^ or 
with one eye^ than to go whole and found to belli 
into the fire that never Jhall be quenched-, which 
words our Lord repeats three times,^ that 
Chriftians may never forget them; that they 
may repent in time, and never go into that 
place of torment. 

You fee how dangerous a thing it is to 
fancy ourfelves fafe, when indeed we are not 

^ Matth. xviii. 8. Mark ix« 43> ^c. 
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Think not, therefore, to fay to yourfelves, 

care Chriftians) — we are members of a 

t^^)dy of which Chrift is the head, for which 

< gave his moft precious blood; — we have 

le means of grace and falvation amongft us. 

Oh, Chriftians, how many fouls are there^ 

10, this moment, are bitterly lamenting the 

i^^ 3 ufe they made of thefe bleffings, when they 

^^^^^ere in this Hate of trial ! Let us who are yet 

^XJIve think ferioufly of this; and refolve, by 

*^"Srie grace of God, to lead a life worthy of the 

^^aligion we profefs — of the means and hopes 

^^:tf falvation, which God has vouchfafed us — 

^-xid mindful of the mifery we are liable to in 

Csfe we mifcarry. 

It is eafy and it is common to fay, fFe are 
^^Iljinnersy but it is not always confidered that 
Oach finners as repent, and bring forth fruits 
'«>:ieet for repentance, fhall be faved; and that 
tVich as do not fo fhall be damned. This fure 
^KViakes a mighty difference betwixt finners and 
dinners. 

You fee what hazard a Chriftian runs by 
I'etuming again into the fins he has repented 
of. Sin no more^ (faith our Lord^) jfe no more^ 
/e^ a worfe thing come unto thee. And indeed, 
one may appeal to every man's confcience, 
whether he does not find, that the oftener he 
retums to the fins he has repented of, the 
n^iore carelefs and hardened he grows> and 
^ore bold to fin. 

' John V. 14. 

And 
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And if you are not convinced, by what has z 

been faid, of the irreparable danger of tnift 

Ing to a deatb^bed repentance^ do but confide r— ^ 
what you would think of a man who fhouk" 
preach fuch a doftrine as this: — ChriftianS: 
notwithftanding God has expreffly command 
ed you to forfake your fins, and to lead hoi; 
lives, as ever you hope for pardon, and 
efcape the damnation of hell ; — notvsdthftand^ — 
ing God has declared, that this is the utmoLrtr 
mercy to be depended on ; — yet I will pn^-* 
mife you pardon and happinefs, if, after zrmr^. 
ill-fpent life, you are very forry when yoxx 
come to die. 

This is what Chriftians would not bear to 
hear, and yet it is what is every day depended. 
upon without fcruple. 

And now, Chriftians, if you have attended 
to what has been faid, you will be able betteJT 
to judge of your ftate, whether you are really 
in the way of falvation or perdition. If yo^^ 
can truly fay, that you have forfaken eveiry 
known fin, that you refift the corruption O^ 
your nature, that you immediately repent O^ 
any fin which through furprife or frailty yo"** 
fall into, that you pray for God's grace cor^-*^ 
tinually, for light to fee, and for power to A^^ 
your duty, keeping out of the way of tempts- '^ 
tions as much as poflible; if you can trut;3^ 
fay, that by this way your heart is changed ^-^ 
well as your outward behaviour, and that yo'*-* 
fee the fruits of your repentance in the hol^ — 

ne 
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n.els of your life ; why then you may, with an 

hixxtiible confidence, fpeak peace unto your foul. 

'Till then, religion will be a burthen to 

7011, you will be a burthen to yourfelves, 

you cannot love God, you cannot, a$ prodigU 

OMMs a fin as it isy you cannot but hate him, be- 

caufe you can expefl no good from him; you 

can expeft nothing but that his juftice and 

judgments will fometime or other overtake 

you for your fins. And this is the reafon, 

that all who live in their fins unrepented of, 

<io lecretly wifh that there were no God to 

call them to an account; and, from wiftiing, 

come at laft to believe there is no God; 

And now, Chriftians, you fee plainly, from 
"^hat has been faid, that it is not fo much any 
la>v or decree of God that fhuts finners out 
Pf heaven, but the very condition of their 
Mature makes it impoflible for them to be 
*^appy; that therefore our nature muft be 
tended before we can hope for any favour 
^^om God; we muft forfake every thing that 
We believe will difpleafe him, and we muft 
^<^cuftom ourfelves to love and to do what he 
*^as commanded. 

This is that repentance, that duty, which 
*^^s been fet before you at this time. And 
^>>a.t you may confider very ferioufly of what 
*^^s been faid, I will leave thefe following 
*^i:iths upon your minds. That there is no 
^^pentance in the grave; that the night is 
^^ming on apace when no man can work-, that 

the 
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the end of fin is not to be feen in this life; 
that the next life is the life of rewards or pu- 
nilhments; that the more we deny, the more 
we punifh ourfelves for our fins, the lefs pu- 
nifhment, and the more favour, we may ex- 
pe£t from God: — If we would judge ourfelves, 
(faith St. PauP) wejhould not be judged {con^ 
demned) of the Lord: — That by deferring our 
repentance, we do not only hazard our k>u1s> 
but leffen our reward if ever we do repent. 
And laftly, that if a man when he comes to 
die, has not this proof of his repentance, that 
his life has been fuch as it fliould be; name- 
ly, fober, chafte, upright, juft, merciful; hie 
will want one of the greateft comforts of a 
death-bed, one of the fureft marks of a re- 
pentance unto life. 

Awaken, O God, the fpirit of repentance ' 
in this carelefs world, which ftands io much 
in need of it. Pour down thy Holy Spirit 
upon the hearts of all that hear thefe truths, 
that they may repent and tujm to God, and 
bring forth fruits meet for repentance, for 
Jefus Chrift's fake. 

To whom, with Thee and the Holy Ghoft, 
CcCt &c. 

' I Cor. xi. 31. 



SERMON 



SERMON XIV. 

CHRISTMAS-DAY. 

THfi GREAT BLESSING AND THE ABSOLUTE 
NECESSITY OF A REDEEMER. 



The ColkSfor the Communion Ser^iccy in King Edward's Common^ 
Prayer^ early in the Morning* 

O God, who makeft us glad with the yearly remembrance of the 
birth of thine only Son Jefus Chrift; grant, that as we joyfully 
receive him for our Redeemer, fo we may with fure confidence 
behold him when he ihall come to be our Judge, who liveth and 
reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghoft, one God, world without 
end* Amen* 



1:UKE 11. 20. 

BEHOLD, I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY, 
WHICH SHALL BE TO ALL PEOPLE^ 



THESE are the words, this is themeffage 
of God, by Ins angel, to a company of 
ihepherds, the night our Saviour Chrift was 
born. The whole account is as follows: — 
jind tbfre were in the fame country Jhepherds 
abiding in the fields keeping watch over their 
Jiock by night. And loy the angel of the Lord 
came upon them^ and the glory of the Lord fhofie 
round about them-, and they were fore afraid. 

* See Ifaiah lii. 7. John iiL x6* Rom. x* 15* a Cor. yi. 2* i 
John iv. 9* 

• VOL. I. s jind 
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And the angel f aid unto tbem^ Fear not: for be^ 
boldy I bring you good tidings of great joy ^ which 
jhall be to all people. For unto you is bom fhis 
da% in the city of Davidy a Saviour ^ wbidb is 
cUiJl the Lord. And this jhall be a fign unto 
you\ ye jhall find the babe niorapped injwaddling 
clothes^ lying in a manger. Andfudaenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the beavenh 
hojij praifing God^ and faying^ Glory to Godtn 
the higheft, and on earth peacey good-will to^ 
wards men. 

Thefe are the good tidings of great joy, . 
which we are now going to put you in mind 
of, and to explain to you. 

The firft thing which, at this time, we 
fhould confider is the wonderful goodnefs of 
the great God, the Maker of heaven and earth, 
who in compaflion to his poor creatures did . 
fend — not an angel, but— lus own Son, to re- 
deem us from the fad condition our fins had 
brought us into. He fent his Son into the 
world, that the world through him might be 
faved.^ God grant that every foul here pre- 
fent may, through faith in his blood, make 
his coming into the world effeftual to every 
one's own falvation^ and then it will bemat-^ 
ter of joy indeed to all of us, who now ib-^ 
lemnly remember his incarnation and birth. 

That we may do it with more fincere yyf 
and thankfulnefs, we will confider the evils 
and dangers which, as fallen and finful crea-- 
tures, we are all fubjeft to. 

*JohniJi. 17. W^ 
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We are fubjeftto a corrupt heart; to the 
tndfice and power of evil fpirits; to aprone- 
nefs in our nature to e^vdl continually 3 to the 
let&ptations of an evil world; to a weaknefs 
of nature, which of itfelf cannot withftand 
teinJ)tations; to a continual fear of death, 
and of what may be our condition after death; 
to the thoughts of a judgment to come, and 
the dread of the fentence then to be paffed 
upon all men. 

Now, the thoughts of thefe evils would 
make the ftouteft heart to tremble, and are 
^ough to diftraft the wifeft man alive, if the 
Gcxl of mercy had not propofed a way to de- 
lirer us from this bondage. 

This will fhew us the bleffing of our Sa- 
viour's coming into the world, and the infi- 
nite mercies we fhall receive thereby, if it be 
not our own fault. 

. As fallen creatures, we had forfeited all 
the favours which God defigned us at our 
creation. We then loft that Holy Spirit by 
which we had power to know and to do our 
.duty, whatever God expe6ted from us. By 
the lofs of that Holy Spirit, our reafon became 
corrupt, and not fufficient to guide us in the 
way of truth and falvation;— our will and our 
affeftions became ungovernable, and we be- 
came fubjeft to every temptation to fin; and 
as fuch, God, an holy God, could take no 
pleafure in us. 

s 2 This 



26o THE GREAT BLESSING AND 

This (hews us the abfohte neceffity of a Re-^ 
deemer^—oi one who could undertake to make 
fatisfaflion to the Divine Juftice for the fins 
and offences of a whole world; — who was 
worthy to plead with the great God for his 
rebellious creatures j— who was able to prevail 
with God to pardon what was paft, ana to re- 
ceive them again into favour- 

Who does not fee the neceffity of fome one, 
who might let us know upon what terms 
God would forgive finners — who could put 
us in a fure way of falvationj of one who 
could obtain for that Holy Spirit, which could 
help us to fubdue all our enemies temporal 
and fpiritual;— who could fet us in his own 
perfon an example, how we ought to walk fo 
as to pleafe God, and to deliver us from the 
wrath to come? 

Now, all this our Redeemer, our Lord 
Chrift, has done for us. He has given us the 
greateft aflurance, that God his Father will 
for his fake be reconciled unto us, — that he 
will accept of our repentance, — that he will 
treat us, and deal with us, as he would have 
done with our firft parents, had they not fo 
grievoufly tranfgrefled his command, provided 
we will be governed by him 3 that is, he will 
make us happy for ever. That in order to thisy 
he will give us his Holy Spirit, to fandlify and 
to amend our corrupt nature. And, what is 
the moft adonifhing mercy, he has prevailed 
with God to make us everlaftingly happy, if^ 

during^ 
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during this Ihort life of trial, we will but 
Jftrive to fit ourfelves for that ftate of happi- 
nefs. And, to magnify thefe bleffings, he has 
aflured us, that every foul that fhall be bom, 
from the firft man that was made to the laft 
that fhall come into the world, may have an 
intereftin God's pardon, and in the happinefs 
he propofeth, it he does not lofe it by his 
own fault. 

Now to fet this home upon our hearts, and 

to teach us to rejoice with reafon for thefe 

1^ bleflings, let us turn our thoughts upon our- 

■ fdves, and confider for whom God has been 
fo wonderfully good and kind. 

As for ourfelves, we are a race of poor, 
wretched, finful creatures, made fuch by our 

■ own fault ; who have no merits of our own to 
; move God to have the leafl pity for us. On 

the other hand, if we confider his divine ma- 
jefly, he hath millions and millions of crea- 
tures better than the befl of us, who never 
offended him, on whom to beflow his favours. 

What then can we think, but that the great 
God fhould have overlooked fo vile a part of 
his creation, and left them to themfelves? 
But to fend his own Son to bring theni back 
to their duty and happinefs ! This love, this 
:mercy of God pafleth our underflanding/ 
and deferves all the thanks we can poflTibly 
xender him. 

And the truth is, we could never have be- 
lieved it, had not his Son laid down his life 

to 
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affure us of his Father's compaffion for his 
otherwife loft creatures. 

This love of God for loft mankind will flail 
appear more wonderful, when we confides, 
that he made his Son to be fubjeft to the lajw 
and punifhment due to finners, and to aH the 
miferies and affli6lions which finnors ha?Ke 
brought upon themfelves. To poverty, io£ 
he had not where to lay his head. To cm^ 
tempt 'j for he was made the fcom of men. 
To pain znAforroWy and to death after all, in 
order to deliver us from eternal death. 

In order to this, he took our nature upon 
him, that he might be feen by men, and con^. 
verfe with tliem, and fet us an example how 
we ought to live fo as to pleafe God. He ap- 
peared indeed in a poor and humble manner, 
though he was Lord of the world and of all 
things in it. But this was to teach us to put 
no more value on the good things of this 
world than what they deferve; — to convince 
men, that the happinefs which he has pur- 
chafed for us is beyond any thing we can 
enjoy in this life;— and that he might fet us 
an example of great humility, of fubmiflion 
to the will of God, and to the condition of life 
in which his providence fhall place us: and 
laftly, to make us fenfible what a fin it will be, 
to defpife the poor, and fach as are in a mean 
condition, fince he himfelf, by the order of his 
heavenly Father, was to appear in the world 
in fuch a condition of poverty. • 

It 
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It is now time to confider what, in this 
ftate of life, Jefus Chrift has done for us. 
He made known to men the only true God, 
who alone can make us happy. He (hewed 
us what fervice and worfhip was due to him 
from men. He came to offer from God the 
forgivenefs of fins to all men upon their true 
repentance. He came to let us know for cer- 
tam, that fin unpardoned will be our ruin for 
•ever; — that God would have all men to re- 
pent, and be faved; — that he will make inter- 
ceffion with his Father for all fuch as will 
leave their fins, and lead holy lives; — that he 
will deliver all fuch from the prevailing power 
of Satan as go unto God by him, and from 
the wrath to come. And finally, he will, if 
it be not our own fault, reftore us to the 
image of God, in which our firft parents were 
created, and make us partakers of a divine 
nature in this life, and in the life to come for 
ever happy. 

And now, my Chriftian brethren, let none 
of us imagine, that God intended that all this 
love Ihould be loll upon us ; or that he expefts 
no other fruits of his own infinite goodncfi 
to us, or of his Son's humility and labours to 
feve us, but a bare outward joy and rejoicing. 

We do indeed, in our daily prayers, give 
God thanks in an efpecial manner jftr bis in- 
efiimable love in the redemption of the world j by 
our Lord Jefus Chrijl',^^ lov^, indeed, which 
paflfeth all poflible expreflion on our part. 

But 
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But what will this fignify, if in the manner 
of our lives we appear to have no knowledge 
or fenfe of the bleffing of a Saviour? ■ 

What then doth God expeft for all this 
love? Why; that we fhould love him, and 
live like people that do fo. That we fhould 
obey his commands. That we fhould honour 
him by our holy lives. That we fhould con- 
vince all that fee us, that we are Chriflians 
in deed and in truth, and that we love the 
Lord Jefus Chrifl in fincerity for the love he 
has fhewn us. That we fhould ferioufly re- 
(blve, with thofe mentioned in the Book of 
Wifdom/ that we will not fin, knowing that 
we ^re accounted thy children. That we. 
fhould not debafe ourfelves, nor difhonour 
our Bleffed Redeemer, by becoming the flaves 
of fin and Satan, from whom he has redeemed 
us by his mofl precious blood. But to fhew 
our gratitude by fruits worthy of fo great a 
mercy; efpecially in thefe fad days, wherein 
the name of Jdus Chrifl is blafphemed by 
unbelievers, occafioned chiefly by the bad 
lives of Chriflians, — but then they are fuch 
Chriflians as are fure to be fhut of heaven, 
for being worfe than infidels. 

In fhort; all our hopes of pardon, the ac- 
ceptance of our perfbns and our prayers, the 
grace of God, the conquefl of our fpiritual 
enemies, all our hopes of heaven, do all de- 
pend upon the Son of Qod, whofe coming 
into the world we now celebrate with joy. 

« Chap, XV. Let 
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Let US only confider to whom thefe tidings 
of joy belong. Why; to every penitent (in- 
ner, to every one who fears God, and is 
afraid for himfelf, to every one who loves 
God, and defires to do what (hall pleafe him ; 
in Ihort, to every one who is concerned for 
his own foul, and hopes for falvation through 
Jefus Chrift. To all fuch as thefe, the know- 
ledge of Jefus Chrift will be good tidings of 
great joy. 

'On the other hand, all fuch as live in their 
fins unrepented of: fuch as are unjuft, cove- 
tous, hard-heated, revengeful, malicious, 
drunkards, profane, and the like; thefe can- 
hot, ought not, to rejoice : and for a very 
dreadful reafon, forafmuch as this fame Jefus, 
we are affured, will come to judge the world 
in righteoufnefs, and give to every man ac- 
cording to the works done in the body, whe- 
ther good or evil. 

I would not detain you from the folemn 
fervice of this day; but a few words I would 
leave upon your memory. For example: 
When Chriftians hear fuch gracious words as 
thefe, that Godfent bis Son into the world tofave 
jinners\ that fuch as receive and believe in him 
Jhould not perijhy but have everlafting life\ they 
are too apt to fancy, that they are in no great 
danger, nnce Jefus Chrift has paid our ran- 
fom. Let us have a care of abufmg, inftead 
of magnifying the mercy of God. 

jefus 
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Jefus Chrifl has indeed redeemed us £rom 
the wrath to come; but then he muft redeem 
us firft from all iniquity, and purify unto 
himfelf a people zealous of good works. 

We may be affured that the cafe of iinners 
and their punifhment will be imibeakably 
dreadful, fince the only Son of God left the 
glories of heaven, to lead a poor and humble 
fife on earth, for no other end than to convince 
finners that if they were not reconciled unto 
God, their lofs would be great, and their mi- 
fery beyond expreffion, without remedy. 

You will obferve, (and it ought to increafe 
your joy ) that our redemption, and all the ftqis 
leading to it, is matter of mere grace. When 
God fent his Son into the world, there was 
nothing in us to move him to it, but his own 
infinite goodnefs, and our infinite mifery. 

Whatever pretence Adam and his pofterity 
might have to the favour of God before the 
fall, all was forfeited by his tranfgreflSon; and 
this is the reafon that the free grace of God is 
fo much fpoken of in the gofpel ; that men 
may not claim any thing to themfelves, but 
to be humble, thankful, and obedient, to thft 
Lord that bought and redeemed them. 

To conclude: — The church has fanftified 
fbis day and thisfeaforiy in honour of our bleffed 
Saviour, and of his coming into the world. 

Our duty this day is to give God our moft 
fmcere thanks, for his infinite mercy and 
goodnefs in fending his Son into the world, 

to 
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to fhew US our duty and c >ur danger; how to 
perform the one, and to a void the other. 

Now; as this ought to be the fubje6l of 
our thanks and joy at thi s time, we Ihould 
not forget, that it was oui : fins which occa- 
fioned our bleffed Lord's i humbling himfelf 
to be bom into the world, t hat we might not 
be miferable for ever. 

This will help to temper c mr joys, left, for- 
getting our danger, we lofe our mare in the 
bleiiings he came to bring m u 

Let all fuch, therefore, as - yalue themfelves 
for being Chriftians, and wh o hope for any 
benefit trom Chrift's coming i nto the world, 
rcfolve, in the firft place, fine erely to repent 
of thofe fins for which he gc ive his Ufe and 
blood; and they will not onl y have joy in 
themfelves, but will occafion jc y in heaven. 

And may our gracious Go d fill all our 
hearts with fincere thanks, as well as our 
mouths with praife: then we ft lall have good 
reafon to rejoice indeed! 

Now, unto him who had o Dmpaflion on 
• us when we were under the fentc mce of deith, 
and fent his only Son to deliver us; Blefling, 
and honour, and glory, and than klgiving, and 
power, be unto him that fitteth o n the throne, 
Uid to the Lamb, for ever and ev er. Amen. 
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SERMON XV. 

CHRISTMAS. 

THE MEANING AND EXTENT O'F THE SALVATION 
PURCHASED BY JESUS CHRIST^ AND THE DREAD- 
FUL CASE OF THOSE WHO DESPISE IT. 



I TIM. !. 15. 

THIS IS A FAITHFUL SAYING, END WORTHY OF ALL AC- 
CEPTATION, THAT CHRIST JESUS CAME INTO THE 
WORLD TO SAVE SINNERS. 



THAT is; there is no truth more certain, 
no truth more worthy of our knowledge, 
no truth which fo much concerns us to know, 
w which we may more furely depend on, than 
this; That Chriji Jefus came into the world to 
favejinners. 

But however worthy this truth is to be re- 
cdved of all men, yet few, God knows, re- 
ceive it as they ought to do. For how many 
are there, who, becaufe Jefus Chrift came into 
the world to fave finners, hope for falvation, 
without taking any care to live as becomes 
the gofpel of Chrift ? How many who believe 
this truth, and yet receive no comfort from 
it; either fufpefling themfelves not to be of 
the number of thofe whom Chrift came to 

fave. 
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fave, or that their fins arc too great to be par- 
doned? And laftljf, how very many are there^ 
who, though they are indeed finners, never 
think of the danf ;;er of being fuch; and are 
therefore as carek fs and unconcerned for whttt 
may come hereafter, as if there were nofthing 
to be feared, nothing to be hoped for? 

Now, all the/fe being fad delufions, and a 
great diflionour to Chriftianity, it well be- 
comes the fervajits of him, who came into 
the world to fstve linners, to ufe their utmoft 
endeavours to remove them; to fupport the 
fpirits of thof e who fear where there is no 
danger; to avs aken the confciences of thofe 
who are fecur^ and carelefs in the very midft 
of danger; and laftly, to reprove the prelump- -, 
tion of thofe who hope for falvation through \ 
Jefus Chrift, ^vithout obferving his laws. 

And thefe are the things which I befeech 
you will give attention to with the greateft 
lerioufnefs. And that I may fet thefe things 
before you after as plain a manner as poffiblci 
we will confider, 

I ft. The riieaning and extent of this truthi 

That Chriji Jefus came into the world to f(M 

firmer s\ that we may be able to judge who 

may, and who may not, hope for falvation 

through his merits. 

2dly. We ftiall confider the delufion, and 
the danger, of thofe who negle6l or defpife 
the falvation purchafed for them by Jefus 
Chrift. 

I. Wc? 
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I. Wc will firft confider the meaning, and 
tiicn the EXTENT, of this truth, I'bat Chriji 
yefus came into the world to fave Jinners. 

Now, a (inner is one, who, having broken 

^ laws of God, has reafon to fear Siat God 

will feverely punifli him for fo doing. He 

ices very plainly, that he cannot deliver him- 

felf from the wrath of an angry God. He is 

fi> far from being able to make any fatisfaflion 

for the fins he has been guilty of, that he finds 

in himfelf a pronenefs, an inclination to evil, 

and an averfion, an unwdllingnefs to clofe with 

what God has commanded us for our good. 

This is the condition of 2l firmer ^^ — this is the 

condition of every man by nature. And a fad 

condition it will appear to be to every one 

who knows and confiders, that the end of fin 

is not to be feen in this life; but that a day is 

€0mingi in which God will judge the world in 

rigbteoufnefsy and give to every man according to 

Ufe works done in the body. 

What finner, what man living, could think 
of this without defpair, if Jefus Chrift had 
not undertaken to deliver us from the juft dif- 
pleafiire of God; to make/atisfaftion for our 
fins 5 to reftore us to God's favour; and to put 
Us into a way of being happy for ever? 

But what has Jefus Chrift done to fave fin- 
iiers from this fad condition? Why; he took 
upon him the nature of man; he dwelt 
amongft men; made known to them this 
comfortable truth, that God, for his fake, will 

accept 
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accept of our repentance; receive Us into fa«» 
vour, notwithftandlng our paft offences ; afliffc 
us with helps fufficient to do what he experts. 
from us ; and will make us eternally happy 
when we die, if we will fuffer ourfelves to be 
governed by his holy laws while we live. 

To convince us more efFeftually of the truth 
and importance of thefe things, after he had 
wrought many wonderful miracles to ihew 
that he came from God, he willingly laid 
down his life for our fake, for our fins, for our 
offences ; and that God might fpare us, and 
not punifh us as we had deferved. 

And God, to convince mankind how en- 
tirely he was reconciled to them on account 
of his Son's death, raifed him from the dead, 
received him into heaven, fet him at his own 
right hand, where he is continually interce- 
ding for all thofe that come unto God by him, 
that pray to God for his fake. 

And that we may have no doubt in our 
minds but that all this is done in heaven for 
us, our Lord fent down the Holy Ghoft to 
fupply his place on earth; who, naving ap- 
pointing an order of men to publifh thete glad 
tidings to the whole world, enabled them to 
work miracles, to fpeak languages which be- 
fore they were ignorant of, to heal the fick 
with a word of their mouth, to raife the dead 5 
in one word, to do fuch things as none but 
fuch as were fent 'by God could do. 

And 






SALVATION BY JESUS CHRIST. 273 

^ And kftly, thefe having fulfilled their mi- 
niflby, before they laid £)wn dieir lives for 
ribe truths they had preached, they (as Jefus 
Chnft had commanded them) ordained others 
to fupply their places, to preach thefe. truths, 
to oflter thefe terms of mercy to all fucceeding 
generations, with whom he promifed his pre- 
tence and blefling unto the world's end. 

To. thefe he has given power to receive all 
diat are willing into his family, which is his 
diiirch; to reconcile fuch as fall, and return 
from their evil ways ; and to reprefent unto 
God the fatisfaftion which his Son has made 
in wr nature for our fins. 

. This is what Jefus Chrift has done for us. 
He has reconciled us to God; he has put us 
into a way of falvation; he has ^ven us all 
neceflary afliftance, to fupport our weaknefs, 
la refift our enemies, to renew our nature, and 
to make us fit for heaven and happinefs. 

' But have all men a right to tins falvation 

pucchafed by Jefus Chrift? This we (hall fee 

ilow we come to confider the extent of thefe 

Coords, ^at Chrift "Jefus came into the world 

^Jfcxie firmer s. 

And truly, the fcriptures are in nothing 
^KHore plain than in mis truth, T^hat God Jo 
i^foed the worlds that he fent his Sorty that the 
^^world through him might befaved^ 
• That God had no refpeft of perfons in 
thus loving the world, his will being this^ that 

* John ill. 17. 
VOL. I. T ALL 
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ALL MEN SHOULD BE SAVED:* — That CVOl 

fuch as perifh^ through their own wilM dis- 
obedience, are of the number of thofe whom 
Jefus Chrift came to fave. T^bey denied^ fsdth 
St. Peter, the Lord that bought tbemi that 
bought and would have (aved them, but that 
they brought upon themfelves deftru6tion. 

Nay; to take away all manner of fcrupk^ 
and to apply this comfortable truth to the 
minds of afflifled penitents, St. Paul fpeaks of 
this after a moll convincing manner:"* As the 
fin of Adam (faith he) affeSied all his pofierit}\ 
as by one offence^ judgment came upon all meM 
to condemnation 'y fo the merits of Chrifi were 
defigned to redeem all the pojierity ,of Adam: 
for af much as by the righteoufnefs of one ^ that is, 
Jefus Chrift, the free gift came upon all men 
unto juftification of life. \ 

As fare then as I am one of thofe, who by 

Adam's tranfgreffion am become corrupt ana 

zfinjier before God, fb fure am I redeemed by 

* Jefus Chrift. This every Chriftian man may 

fay to himfelf. 

This was the very do6l:rine of Chrift him- 
felf, and tliis he taught by his own example» 
when he prayed for the very perfons who crud- 
fied him, who had an intereftintheverydcatJ^ 
they made him to fuffer; otherwife he would 
not have prayed that God would forgive them* 

And the Church of Chrift ftill continues to 
intercede with God for all mankind, holding 

^ I Tim. ii. 4. " Rom. v. 

this 
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this truth, that the love of God, and the me-- 
rife of Jefiis Chrift, extend to the whole race 
of men. By this pra6tice, endeavouring to 
bring the hearts or believers to that godlike 
temper of charity and good-will for dl that 
bear the image of God; and by this praftice, 
iujpporting the fpirits of dejefted penitents^ 
who will have no reafon to defpair, fince the 
greatell finners are in a capacity of being faved* 

-We are obliged to fay, in a capacity of faU 
vationi for the truth is, All are not faved 
that Chrift came to fave. Salvation is indeed 
offered to all, to whom the gofpel is or has 
been preached; but all are not difpofed to 
receive it, efpecially on the terras on which it 
is offered. 

Many are not fenfible of the danger they 
are in; others will not forfake their fins for 
anyconfideration whatever; and even too, 
too many defpife the very offers of a Redeemer, 
of pardon and grace through him. 

In all thefe cafes, the Saviour of the world 
aflurra us, that it is their own fault, purely 
thdr own fault, if they are not faved. Te 
mil not come unto me^ (faith he) that ye might 
bave life.'' 

If people, when fdlvation is offered them, 
will notwithftanding unworthily flight the 
mercy; if men, to whom God has made him- 
fclf blown, will not retain God in thdr know- 
ledge; if thofe that have been enlightened, 

* John y^ 40. 

T 2 ^ and 
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and have efcaped the pollutions of the worid^ 
through the knowledge of the Lord and Sa* 
viour Jefus Chrift, if they are agsdn entan- 
gled therein, and are finally loil; this is not 
for want of means to fave them, but they 
will not be faved, — they will not attend to the 
word preached unto them, — they will not-be- 
lieve me terrors of the world to come,— they 
will not fubmit to the terms of falvatioa. 
This being their cafe, their deftru6tion is from 
themfelves. 

II. And this brings us to confider, how very 
dreadful the cafe is of thofe who deny the Lori 
that bought thenij or negleSi the offers of faboa- 
tion made by him to allfnners. 

And indeed, when we confider what Jrfos 
Chrift has done in order to redeem and lave 
us, we fhall have the greateft reafon to believe, 
that the punifhment of thofe who are not 
faved by him will be unfpeakably great- For 
can we imagine that Chrift, the Son of God, 
would have left the glories of heaven, and 
would have lived a miferable life on earth, 
and died a more miferable death, but that he 
knew, that if fmners were not reconciled to 
God, but died in their fins, their punifhment 
would be terrible, and their condition mifera- 
ble, and without remedy. 

So that the greatnefs of the mercy may con- 
vince us of the greatnefs of the punifliment of 
thofe that defpife the falvation offered them. 
The Spirit of God, from whom only we can 

know 
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know what becomes of men after death, af- 
[iires us, that fuch fhall be (hut out of heaven, 
and have their portion in a place where there 
LS nothing but weeping, and wailing, and 
gnaihing of teeth. 

And whatever may become of thofe who 
have never had the gofpel preached unto them, 
they who have hajl falvation offered to them, 
and mind it not, mufl not expe6i to efcape a 
fevcrejudgment. 

..And, left we fhould think ourfelves fefe, 
becaiife we have embraced the gofpel, let us 
always remember, that the gofpel requires 
finth and repentance of all that expeft any 
benefit by it. We muft not only fay, we be- 
lieve the gofpel, but we muft live like mca 
diat do fo; like men that ate in the midft of 
taemieS) with fear and care, left we ihould 
Baifearry ; like thofe that have efcaped eternal 
mifety, wilji thankful hearts; and like thpfe 
who nope to go to heaven, where no impure 
tbing can enter. 

But if, inftead of doing foj we lead a care- 
le& or a wicked life; if we negle6l the meana 
rf grace, the ordinances of G^, and turn our 
backs upon the word and facraments^ if we 
confefs we are finners, and yet take no c^e 
to amend our ways; if we are taken up with 
dSie bufinefs^or pleafures of this life, fo as to 
forget that there is another to come; why 
then, in truth, we are not of the number of 
fliofe who Ihall be faved; neither will it be 

T 3 any 
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any bleffing to fuch, that Jefus Chrift came 
into the world to favc finners. 

And now, good Chriftians, vou fee what a 
merciful regard God has haa for his poor 
creatures in this di^nfation. The mo(t ig*- 
norant may know what God expe6b fitm 
them. The greateft finner may oe fiire of 
pardon, if he repents, and brings forth £nut 
anfwerable to amendment of life. The weak- 
eft Chriftian may depend upon all neceflaiv 
affiffance. The meaneft tervant of Chrin 
may be fure not to be overlooked. Laftiy) 
every Chriftian may be confident, that mi 
labour will not be in vain, but that he may 
be for ever happy, if it be not altogether hs 
own fault. 

Thefe are certain truths, and worthy of all 
men to be recdved. How comes it then to 
pafs, that we fo often hear thefe truths with- 
out being affefted by them? Why, the trath 
is, we are not well convinced of the danger a 
finner is in without the help of a Redeemer. 

If one talks to a iick iQan about the caufe 
of his illnefs, and gives him good hopes that 
his diftemper is curable, you need not ufe 
many words to perfuade him to hear you, be- 
caufe his life is at ftake; but if you tell a man 
that thinks himfelf well, of a remedy, it is a 
thoufand to one but he forgets it. This is 
our cafe — the cafe of the generality of Chrift 
tians. We, in obedience to our Lord's com- 
jnand^j preach faith, and repentance, and 

obedience 1 
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obedience ; we publifh in his name a free par- 
don to all who are willing to comply with the 
terms of falvation. They that lay things to 
heart,^that know they are finners, and the 
danger of being fuch; thefe gladly bean and 
receive^ and remember^ and obey^ the terms of 
ialvation; whilft others are as unconcerned as 
if they had nothing to fear. 

From whence you fee, Chriftians, that your 
£sdth and falvation depend very much upon 
that difpofition with which you hear the gof- 
pd. If you are ferious, and concerned in 
good eameft for your falvation, it will be no 
hard matter to perfuade you to look upon the 
gofpel as the greateft blefling. But, without 
tiiefe difpofitions, the gofpel will be a burthen 
to you; Jefus Chrift himfelf no blefling; nor 
heaven worth caring for. 

You fee who they are, who ought to rejoice 
upon every return of this feftival, who ought 
to take comfort; by whom this truth is wor- 
thy to be received; even by all fuch as are 
fincere, fuch as refolve to ferve and to pleafe 
God to the beft of their power. Such m^ 
be fure of pardon and acceptance, though 
they have been never fo great finners. AH 
fucn may and will receive the terms of par- 
don, and him who has obtained them, with 
open arms, and with a glad heart; admiring 
the great goodnefs of God; adoring the love 
of Aeir Redeemer; refolving to live worthy 
of fuch mighty favours. And thefe paffictfts 

will 
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win make as all cheerful j without bdng fbdi 
iihiy vain; feriousyvnthoxxt being lad sundcailf 
down^ fiber as Ghriftians^ though our heart? 
are full of joy. : v 

Now, unto him» who had inercy upon w 
when we were in darknefs and under tiie 
power of Satan; who took our nature upon 
him, was bom an infant, became fubjeft to 
tha law made for finners, offered himf^f a 
iacrifice for the fins of the whole world, and 
raifed up finful men to the honour of being 
the children of God: to him be all honour, 
and glory, and blefling, and thankfgivuu[, 
and power, afcribed by us and by all his faitfr* 
ful lervants, for ever and ever. Amen. 




SERMON 



SERMON XVI. 

PISPOSITIONS NECESSARY TO MAKE JESUS 
CHRIST AND HIS GOSPEL THE GREATEST 
OF ALL BLESSINGS. 



MAtACHI IV. C^. 



0NTO YOU THAT FEAR MY NAME, SHALL THE SUN OF 
- RIGHTEOUSNESS ARISE WITH HEALING IN HIS WINGS.* 



I Make choice of thefe words, from amongft 
many other texts of Sacred Scripture de- 
claring the fame thing, to (hew you — what 
difpofitions are necejfary to make Jefus Chriji and 
bis Gofpel appear to bey what they really are^ the 
greateji blejtngs that God ever bejlowed upon 
mankind. 

It is true, all ChrifUans are ready to own 
this, and pretend to rgoice and to be thank- 
ful for fo great a blefling j when, after all, it is 
utterly impoffible, that any man ftiould from 
his heart be glad, when he does not feel his 
own mifery; who does not truly apprehend 
the mifery of mankind without the bleffing of 
a Redeemer. 

* See Ifalah bd. MgtA. xi* %%• X'Uke iv. l8. ▼• 31. aod xix. zo. 
AAl xiU, %(>^ /fit 

It 
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It was for this reafon, that the Spirit of 
God, before Jefus Chrift took our nature 
upon him, exprefsly foretold, who they were 
to whom the Meffiah fhould preach; who 
ivoulJj and who would not^ receive him and 
hisdo6brine. 

For inftance, in Ifaiah, [chap. bd. i.] it 
is faid, that God anointed the Meffiah to 
preach good tidings to the meeky for they only 
would receive his meffage; to bind up tie 
broken-hearted^ for fuch only would be glad of 
his help; to proclaim liberty to the captives^ for 
they only who were fenfible of their bondage 
would be glad to be fet at liberty. Accora- 
ingly ; when our blefled Saviour came amongft 
men, he invited fuch only to be his hearers^ 
to whom he knew his do£lrine would be ac- 
ceptable: Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden y and I will refrejlo you. And 
when he was blamed for converfing too freely 
with publicans and (inners, he filenced his 
adverfarics with this reafon and anfwer: l^ey 
that are whole need not a phyfician, but they that 
arefick. I came not to call the righteous^ but 
Jinners to repentance. 

Why; are not all men, without exception, 
finners? Yes. But that which is intimated 
in thefe words is this : that there are finners 
who are not at all fenfible of their bad con- 
dition; and their condition is the more de-r 
plorable for that: while fuch as are truly 
fenfible of their own ailments are very thank- 
ful 
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fill for help, and readily comply with the a;l- 
vice of fuch as can help them. And there- 
fore, when a certain publican, to teftify the 
fincerity of his repentance, refolved to part 
vdth his eftate rather than not do every body 
right that he had before wronged, Jefus Chrift 
amires him, that his having been a greater 
finner than ordinary will be no hindrance to 
his faivation: for the Son of Man (faith he) is 
come tofeek and tofave that which is loji-^ that 
isj flich as out of a fenfe of their mifery apply 
to him for health and faivation. 

In Ihort; wherever the gofpel was preach- 
ed, whether to Jews or Gentiles, as many as 
were ordained to (that is, difpofed for) eternal 
Ufe^ believed!" As many as feared God, and 
were in fear for themfelves, and trembled to 
hear of a judgment to come, all fuch he^ 
lievedy became Chriftians in good eameft, and 
thought it a great blefling that they could be 
delivered from their fears upon the conditions 
the gofpel propofed. 

By this time you perceive the meaning of 
Ae text, which I have brought all thefe 
fcriptures to explain: Unto you that fear my 
name^jhall the Sun of Righteoufnefs arife with 
healing in his wings. That is ; To all that 
truly fear God, and are fenfible how much 
they have provoked him by their fins; to 
fuch, Jefus Chrift and his gofpel will both be 
welcome, and a blefling: whilft all the proud, 

* Luke x\%. 10. * Acfls xiv. 48. 

(as 
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(as it is in the verfe going before the text) 
fuch as do wickedly y fearing no evil, Jhatt be 
burnt asjiubble. 

So that the plain meaning and defign of all 
thefe fcriptures is, to fhew how men muft be 
difjpofed to received Jefus Chrift, and his gof- 
pel, to any faving purpofes. For it is but 
too fure, that there are an infinite number rf 
people, to whom Jefus Chrift, the Sun of 
Righteoufnefs^ is preached, who notwithftand- 
ing continue in darknefs; and though he 
comes with healing in his wings, yet they perifh 
for want of being difpofed to be faved. To 
you that fear God, (faith the Prophet) he wiU 
arife with healing in his wings. Whvfoever 
among you fearetb God, (fay the Apoftles"*) to 
you is the word of this jahation fent. The fear 
of God, therefore, is the foimdation of ia* 
ving faith. 

People may profefs chriftianity, and be no 
gainers by it in the end; they may be called 
Chriftians, before they know the duties or the 
bleflings of the gofpel; and if they have not 
the fear of God in their hearts, they may live 
in a noutward, formal profeflion of thechrif- 
tian religion all their days, and die in a con- 
dition not better than that of infidels. 

Therefore, it behoves us all, as we value 
our fouls, ferioufly to confider, and to know^ 

Firji', What that fear of God is, and how 
it is wrought in us, which is fo necefiary a 
condition and foundation of feving faith? 

* Avae xiii. a6. ^dly. W« 
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7.dly. We fliall fee that we have juft caufe 
to be afraid, and that the more we know, the 
more we fliall abhor ourfelves. 

Laftly. That the more we know and abhor 
ourieives, the fooner will God receive us into 
favour, and the more cautious we fliall ever 
after be of lofing his favour. 

And thefe fliall be the particulars, which, 
by God's help, I fliall now explain to you. 

!• We will firft: confider what this fear of 
God iSj and how it is wrought in us, which is 
the condition and foundation of faving faith. 

And firfl:. we mufl: be careful not to mifl:ake 
^tfear of man for the fear of God. Human 
laws, fear of fliame, oi reproach, and many 
odier worldly confiderations, may refl:rain a 
man from crimes that other people are guilty 
of 5 and yet, fuch a man may be an utter 
ftranger to the fear of God. Whereas fuch 
as truly fear God are not led thereto by any 
earthly confideration whatever ; but they have 
feiioufly confidered their own great corrup- 
tion, and God's infinite purity; their own fad 
deferts, and God's feverej-ufl:ice; they cannot 
but acknowledge the juftice and holinefs of 
his laws, and yet they find in themfelves an 
unwillingnefs to obey them. They are fure 
that without God's grace they cannot do any 
thing that is good; and yet they find in them- 
felves a Arrange backwardnefs even to aik that 
favour and affifliance. They know, that they 
live upon his bounty, and yet they cannot find 

in 
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in their hearts to be thankful. Thcfe are 
both inftances of great diforder, and muft 
needs make them liable to God's difpleafure. 
They profefs to believe, that the eyes of the Lord 
are in everyplace^ beholding the evil and the gpadi 
and yet they are apt to fin as prefumptuoufly 
as it they were indeed hid from his fidit. 
They hear how feverely he threatens thcrfe 
that tranfgrefs his laws. They have feen his 
judgments upon other finners, and they know 
not how foon it may be their own cafe. 

All thefe are real occafions of fear; andthis 
fear is greatly increafed, when they confider 
how unable they are to help themfelves,— 
They caimot flee from his prefence; they 
dare not fland upon their innocency ; liiey fe 
that forrow and tears, and afking forgivencfi, 
will not prevail, with an earthly judge to par- 
don criminals, when their crimes are only 
againft men like themfelves; and why fhould 
they fuppofe that God will not avenge the 
prefumptuous breach of his laws, and affit>nts 
againft his divine Majefty. 

And not only their fears are increafed by 
thefe confiderations, but their forrows like- 
wife, by confidering the happinefs of heaven, 
which they were made capable of enjoying : 
and knowing at the fame time, how unworthy 
they have made themfelves of fuch mighty 
favours. 

Now; people that are under fuch convic- 
tions of guilt, under fuch fears, under fUch 

concern 
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concoTi for their everlafling welfare, (as all 
people mufl be who lay things to heart J fuch 
people will be glad to hear that God will for- 
^ve them upon any terms; they will thank- 
fully own his great goodnefs, and refolve to 
comply with what he is pleafed to appoint, in 
order to their reftoration to favour; they will 
be afraid of lofing his favour again, by any 
wilful negle6l of their duty; — and, when 
through frailty they had done amifs, they 
will moft heartily bewail their misfortune and 
^. faults; — and by fuch dilpofitions as thefe, 
they become fit objefts of God's mercy in 
Jems Chrift. For it was to people thus af- 
fected and thus difpofed, that Jefus Chrift 
fi^ke, when he faid, Come unto me^ all ye that 
labour^ and are heavy laden^ and I will give you 
reft. And indeed it is purely for want of 
fuch difpofitions as thefe, that the gofpel i$ 
•preached without efFeft; that Jefus Chrift, 
and falvation through faith in him, is offered 
even to us Gentiles ^ who before were in darknefs 
and in the fhadow of death; and we Icarce 
efteem it 4 favour, becaufe we are not fenfible 
of the f^ (dilate we are in without the hlejjing 
of a Redeemer. 

For as a man, who feels his diforder, and 
knows that he is in danger without the help 
of a phyfician, cannot poflibly be eafy till he 
has done what he can to fave himfelf from 
death, and will be truly thankful when help 

IS 
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is ofiered him; fb furely fhould we he^ did we 
but well underftand the danger we are in. 

And if people can be always eaiy^ and can 
pafs their days without fear and concern for 
what may come hereafter, it is a mod: fure 
iign they neither know themfelves, nor know 
what is to be hereafter. 

This then is the fpring of all our miiery: 
We are in danger, and do not know it; we 
are fick, and do not perceive it; we are in the 
way of ruin, and yet fear no evil. And while 
it is thus with us, no wonder that Jefus Chrift 
and his gofpel are preached, and recommend^ 
ed, and preffed upon us, without any vifiUe 
effefh upon our faith or lives. 

How neceflary, then, muft a difcourfe be, 
which will Jhew us to ourf elves? It may be 
uneafy to flefh and blood to have our weak- 
nefs and miferies laid open; but it is a molj: 
neceflary work; our health and welfare de- 
pend upon it. I fhall therefore, in the nejct 
place, {hew, 

II. That ive are far from being fafe^y tbatw 
have indeed caufe to be afraid; and the more w 
know^ the more we fhall abhor ourfelves. 

That man was created in the image of God; 
that is, /;/ righteoufnefs and true holinefs\ that 
he lofl that image, by his infidelity and dif- 
obedience; that all men, from that day to 
this, are extremely corrupt before God, nav- 
ing their underflanding darkened; their heart 

= Eplief. iv. 24. ' Eph. iv. 18. 
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JuU ofuncleannefs'^ all their members prepared 
for wickednefs, whenever a temptation comes 
in the ways* — that being children of dijbbedU 
enccy they are in a great iheafure governed 
by the ipirits and powers of darknefs; out of 
whofe power it is impoffible ever to recover* 
ourfelveis, by any thing we can do, without 
the grace of God. 

Thefe are truths which the Spirit of God 
has made known to us, that we may know 
what we are, and what we muft expert, if we 
die in this condition ^ and that if, the image 
of God be not renewed in us during our con- 
tinuance here on earth, we fhall have our por- 
tion, /ir every with thofe fpirits which kept 
wA their firft ejiate, who are therefore referved 
in everlajiing chains^ unto the judgment of the 
great day. 

This, God has been pleafed to make known 
to us, in order to awaken us, that we may 
confider, and fee, and feel, the diforders we 
labour under, and what it will end in, if we 
are not careful of ourfelves. 

But you will fay, all people are not thus 
perverfe and wicked, and in this wretched 
and fad condition. No: thanks be to God, 
through Jefus Chrift, all men are not aflually 
foj but then it is owing to the fear of God^ 
by which they have been converted, by which 
they have been taken out of the fnare of the 
devily who otherwife would have led them cap'- 

« Mark vii. %u ^ Rom. iii. 13. ' Eph. ii. a. 

VOL. I. u 'tive 
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five at bis will. For, that all men are by na- 
ture enemies to God and goodnefs, and would 
all be equally wicked and miferable, if not 
fome way or other reftrained, is plain from 
our very children, whom we are obliged to 
chaftife and punifh, even as foon as they arc 
able to do any thing, to keep them from, do* 
ing mifchief, which, if let alone, would end 
in their deftruftion. The feeds of all man- 
ner of wickednefs is in them, and thefe would 
all appear and grow up, if we did not weed 
them out, and root them up by a careful dif- 
cipline. 

And this, God knows, is but too often, by 
experience, made manifeft; where children 
have been left to themfelves, and the feeds of 
all niamier of \'iilainy, which were naturally 
in them, have been fufFered to grow to per^ 
feclion. The very firft thing that appears 
in them, is an averfion to every thing that is 
good. No fooner can they fpeak plain, but 
they are apt to lie. The firft ufe of their rea- 
fon generally appears in cunning, and tricks 
that do not befpeak a limplicity which one 
could wifii in them. From tliefe faults ther 
follow their inclinations to greater, till at La^ 
they commit all iniquity with greedineis, and 
bring upon themfelves deftru6lion both of 
foul and body. 

And I befeech you confider, that this is not 
the cafe of this or that wicked perlbn; for 
we are all of the fame make and frame of 

fpirit; 
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fj^viU we have all the fame feeds of corrup- 
noa within us, and it is the grace of God, 
that any one man is better than another. 

Whoevpr looks into the world, or into his 
own heart, muft own this; he muft fee that 
nature is ftrangely corrupt, when people muft 
b^ forced by laws and punifhments to do 
what att men own is fit to he done; — when . 
th6 duties of religion are looked upon as a 
Ixirthen; — ^when men can pray with indiffe- 
fence for the pardon of their fins, for the fa- 
vour of God, and for an happy life after jd^A ; 
I — ^when we know what we ought to do, and 
own that it is reafonable, and yet muft ftrug- 
rfe hard with ourfelves, before we can con- 
teit to do what we inwardly approve oi. 

AH thefe are fure figns of a bad condition; 
and it is neceflary that we ftiould know this, 
aiyi be often put in mind of the danger we 
are in, that being convinced how miferable 
our- condition is, we may give no reft to our- 
.Mves, till, by the grace of God, we have 
found out a way to dcape. 

And this brings us to the laft part of our 
4)lfcourfe: 

JII. That the more fenfible we are of our on»n 
j^mortbinefsy the more we abhor ourfeheSy the 
fwner will God receive us into favour ^ and the 
more cautious wejhall ever after be of lojing his 
fcFoour. '' Surely, (faith the Pfalmift*) his 
*' falvation is nigh them that fear him." 

k Ff.lxxxv. 9. 

u 2 It 
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It has been always obferved by thofe that 
take notice of God's providences, that God, 
for the moft part, then mterpofes, when things 
are come to extremity, and when men have 
no hopes of help from any thing they them- 
felves can do. 

It was juft thus, when our bleffed Saviour 
took our nature upon him, and manifefted ' 
himfelf to the world. The Jews Imew by 
the law what fin was, and what it deferved. 
The reft of the world knew, by what thdr 
own confciences fuggefted, that fin ftuck clofc 
to them; and thofe that were ferious feared 
what might follow. And this perplexity of 
mind, in which the gofpel found men, made 
it very acceptable, and more readily to be cm- 
braced j and they received with thankfulnefs 
a difpenfation fo full of goodnefs, which af- 
fured them, of pardon upon their repentance; 
of grace to renew their nature; and of eternal 
happinefs after this life, to all fuch as fhould 
endeavour to purify themfelves from all fil- 
thinefs of flefti and fpirit. 

Indeed, there were people then (as there 
are now many) who were under no appreheiv- 
fions of danger; who lived at all adventures, 
and feared no evil, or who had an high opi- 
nion of their own goodnefs; and thefe, as rae 
Scriptures inform us, rejeSied the counfel of 
God, and his offers of mercy. 

And is not the cafe the fame at this day? 
Are not people in as much danger now ? Have 

not 
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not they the very tokens of fin and damna-^ 
tion uponlthem? And yet are as eafy as if 
tiiey wereto be faved without any concern of 
of their own. Pray hear what God declares, 
by his prophet:* To this man will I laok^ [that 
is, in mercy] even to him that is poor^ ana of a 
amtrite hearty and trembleth at my word. 

And why are thefe dilpofitions neceflary to 
obtain the favour of God in Jefus Chrift? 
The reafbns are plain : iji. That men, refleft- 
iog upon the mifery of their condition, may 
truly value the favour of their deliverance. 
zdly. That the power of God may appear in 
iJie converfion of finners, who had no power 
tp help themfelves. 2>^ly. That thofe who 
have felt the burthen of a troubled confcience, 
and have been once truly afraid of the wrath 
of God, may ever after walk more circum- 
fpdSlj. And lajily*. That, being truly fenfi- 
Ue or the danger they have efcapal, the duties 
xi religion, which are otherwife uneafy to 
fldh and blood, may be more chearfuHy em- 
bpraced. 

And now you fee how neceflary it is that 
.we fhould be convinced of the mifery of pur 
condition, and of our own inability to help 
joorfelves, before we can even be difjpofed to 
look upon the gofpel as a real blefling, much 
Jcfs receive it with that joy and thankfulnefs 
which fo great a favour requires. You fee 
bow people come to differ; fome believing^ and 

' Jiiuah Ixvi. 4. 

Others 
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Others Jlightingi the very fame truths. The 
pldn account of wluch is, that feme fear 
God, and are afraid for themfelves, and arv 
concerned for what may come hereaf%tr} 
while others live at all adventures^ and fear 
no evil, nor are they concerned to prevent it. 

Hence it ap{jears, that if is not always finr 
want of reafons that men do not helieve, but 
very often froitt an unmllingnefs to recdhw. 
the truth. Therefore Jefus Chrifl is faid td 
be a JlumblingMockj becaufe men of wicked 
lives and principles could not receive his doo 
trine. Hearing, ye Jhall hear^ and not under^ 
Jiandy becaufe of tiieir obftinacy, pride, world' 
ly-mindednefs, &c. Now 5 this the fcripturs 
aflures us," was their condemnation, which 
could not have been, unlefs the will oi (kA 
had been fufficiently made known to thedi^ 
fo as that a well-dilpofed perfon might hav8 
eafily perceived it. 

And the conclufion of all will be, that nO^ 
thing in nature is fo proper to beget a true 
faith in Jefus Chrift as a true and lively fbrkie 
of our condition, a feeling and an aflurance 
that things are moft wretchedly amifs with 
us. For when we are once indeed convinCedi 
that our fins make us altogether imworthy of 
God's favour;— that our weaknefs, without 
his grace, will expofe us to all manner of 
wickedneifsj — that our fins make us liable td 
?i fevere account, which, unlefs his mercy in- 

"'• John lii. ifV 

terpofes^ 
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terpofes, will fink us into everlaftingruin; — 

vrliy th^n,. jefus Chrift will be thought a 

\3lefling, becaufe he only can cure us of thefe 

fears,— i^ only can help our infirmities,-^/^/ 

(Wily cMi teach and enable us to pleafe God 

while we live, and make death a blefling to us 

When we die. 

In one word; he only can cure all our. 
fears, except fiich as are neceflary to keep us 
awake, and eafe all our burdens. 

After all, I befeech you do not imagine 
Aat the only end of Chrift's coming into the 
world was to eafe us of our fears. For aflii- 
redly, one great end of his taking our nature 
upon him was, to free the world from wick- 
eanefs> and that blindnefs and grofs ignorance 
which occafioned it. For this purpofe^ (faith 
St. John, iii. 8.) was the Son of God mani^ 
feftedy that he might dejlroy the works of the 
Jevil.^ 

Whoever are not difpofed to let the gofpel 
have this eff^edl upon them, to turn them from 
darknefs to light j and from the power of Satan 
unto Godj will have no reafon to rejoice that 
the gofpel is preached unto them; which 
contains threatenings, and much feverer pu- 
nifhments, than ever the law of Nature could 
fuggeft, or the law of Mofes made mention 
of.-^ JVeepingy and wailing, and gnajloing of 
teethy for ever and ever, are punifliments not 
to be fpoken of, not to be thought of, with- 
out fear and trembling. 

God 
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God Almighty fill all our hearts ^dth fiicH 
an holy fear of his judgments, that we may 
look upon the gofpel as a blefling, iince by 
it we are (hewn a way to efcape, and enabled 
to work out our own ^dvaUon^ through Jeftw 
Chrift our Saviour. 

To whom, &c. be glory both now and 
for ever, jimen. 
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SERMON XVII. 

THE DUTY OF THE MINISTERS OF THE GOSPEL, 
AND THE UNHAPPY STATE OF THOSE WHO 
HOLD THE TRUTH IN UNRIGHTEOUSNESS. 



O Gody terrible in judgment^ how ought I to tremble^ when I under- 
take to perfuade others to fear thy difplcafure, when the knowledge 
of thy word and judgments have had fo little efie^ upon myfelf. 
Fardonf O merciful God, this finfiil fecurity in myfelf, and all that 
preach thy word, and in all that ihall hear us; and enable us fo ef- 
fe^hially to perfuade others, both by our life and fermons, that it Is 
an evil thing and bitter to be under thy difpleafure; that feeing our 
danger, and feeling our mifery, and the difeafe we labour under, we 
may thankfully embrace the means which thy goodnels has pro- 
vided for our recovery, and joyfully clofe with that gracious invita- 
tion of thy Blefled Son— ^< Come unto me, all ye that bbour and are 
M heavy laden, and I will give yo^ re^" Grimt this, for his fake^ 
OPlefledGod. Ameu« 



2 COR. V. II. 

KNOWING THE TERROR OF THE LORP, WE PEIU 
SHADE MEN.» 

THERE never, fure, was a time more 
neceflary to fet the terrors of the Lord 
before men, than this, when the generality of 
thofe who call themfelves Chriftians dther do 

• See Baiah hd. i. Ixvi. a. Pf. xxxiv. i8« xc. ii. cziz. ii8* 
iSccleL xH. 4- Matth. xi. 28. Luke xii. 5. Jolm fit. 37* FhiLiL 
9«« Gal. Yt 19* James iL 19. 

not 
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not know, or have forgotten, for what end 
they came into the world; — how they ought 
to live in it;— or what is like to become of 
them when they go out of it. 

Now; as the neceffity of perfuading people 
to be more concerned for themfelves is very 
great, fo are the reafons made ufe of by the 
Spirit of God the moft terrible and the moft 
awakening. What are they? We find them 
in the verfe before the text, and they are thefe: 
We muji all appear before the judgment-feat of 
Chrijiy that every one may receive the things done 
in his body^ that is, in this life, according to 
that he hath doncy whether it be good or bad. 
Which the Son of God, who is to be the 
judge of the world, explains in thefe vefy 
words,^ All that are in the graves Jhall ctme 
forth: they that have done goody unto the refur-- 
reSlion of life -, and they that have done evily unto 
the refurrehion of damnation. — Knowings there-- 
forey the terror of the Lordy we perfuade men. 

You fee, Chriftians, who thofe are that are 
fuppofed in an efpecial manner to know this 
terror of the Lord. They are the minifters 
of Jefus Chrift. You hear alfo whence they 
have this knowledge of God's purpofe, to call 
all men to an account, even from the Son of 
God himfelf, who came down from heaven 
to make this known unto men, in order to 
fave them from ruining themfelves. 

I pray you, therefore, take notice, bre- 
thren, that the words we make ufe of to 
^ johtt v. ?9. awaken^ 
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moakerij to perfuadcy and to convince you, are 
not th? arguments of finful men like your- 
felves; for they are the arguments of God 
himfelf^ the God of Truth and Mercy, who 
would have all men to know, and favingly 
to believe, thefe truths, that they may be 
happy for ever, and that they may elcape 
eternal mifery. 

Our duty, as Minifters of Jefus Chrift, in 
the firlt place, is, ourfeLves to be thoroughly 
convinced of the great importance of thefe 
dreadful truths, that we may be better able 
and difpofed to convince and perfuade others, 
what an evil thing and bitter it is to forfakc 
the Lord, and forget thefe important truths: 
—That we and you muft all give an account 
to God; that we fhall be judged according 
to our works; and that this is the only time 
in which we are to provide for that great ac- 
count. 

And indeed, if thefe truths will not per* 
fiiade both us, and you, to confider what wc 
have to do, and to live like people who hope 
to be able to give a comfortable account of 
di^nfelves, we fhall be ruined, as fure as thefe 
are the words of the great God, and our Sa- 
viour Jefus Chrift. 

To oblige m to do our duty faithfully, the 
S(«it of God makes ufe of this as the ftrongeft 
r^on and argument, They (that is, the Mi- 
nifters of Chrift) do watch for your fouls^ as 
fbey tbat mujl give an account.'' A confidera- 
« Hcb. xiiL 17, tion 
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tion fo very terrible, that it is enough to make 
the beft of God's Minifters to tremble^ as 
often as they confider what they have under- 
taken^ and the account, the great account, 
the^ liave to give, not only for themfdves and 
their own aftions; but becaufe thejr ftand 
charged and are accountable for others. 

And, O ! that God would communicate to 
us all, fuch a d^ee of concem, of grace, and 
zeal, as is necefwry for the work we have un- 
dertaken, and the account we have to give! 

We ftiould then never ceafe to put you in 
mind of the account which you^ as well as 
we^ have to give, when we are to leave this 
world; and the dreadful hazard they all run, 
who defer their repentance, and who arc not 
careful to bring forth fruits meet for repent- 
ance, and anfwerable to amendment of lire* 

Let me therefore beg of you all, (who un- 
derftand me) to confider the following truths, 
which I am going to lay before you; that 
being by them awakened out of that deadly 
fleep and indifference into which Satan has 
caft the unthinking world, we may look about 
us, and fee where it will end at the laft. 
Knowings therefore^ the terror of the Lord^ we 
perfuade men. To what would we perfuade 
them? Why, firft of all, to give credit to the 
God that made them, who has made himfelf, 
and his will and piirpofes, known unto men, 
by HIS SPIRIT, by his word, and by his 

QNXy 5QN. 

For 
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For inftance; he has reprefented himfelf 
as a God merciJuU long'-fuferingy plenteous in 
goodnejsj not wdling that any fhould perifh, 
but that all fhould come to the knowledge of 
the truth, and be faved. On the other hand, 
he has declared, that fuch as obey not the 
truth, but have pleafure in unrighteoufnefs, 
fuch as negleft or defpife his goodnefs, his 
will and commands, and the means of grace 
and lalvation which he has appointed; — he 
has declared, that all fuch ftiall find him a 
God terrible in judgment. 

Sure, nobody expefts that the Minifters 
of Chrift fhould go about to prove thefe 
things: — nat nve muji all appear before the 
judgment-feat of Chriji I — that every man fhall 
then receive according to what he has done 
in this life, whether it has been good or evil; 
that the wicked fhall then be fent into ever- 
lafling punifhment, and the righteous into 
tife eternal. There can be no greater proof 
than that the Son of God has declared this. 

What then have the Miniflers of Chrift to 
do? Why; to endeavour to perfuade men, 
by that love which every man ought to have 
for his own foul, to think how he will be 
able to anfwer, in the firfl place, for the 
crime of not believing the Son of God, 
Vrhom God fent into the world to make his 
Avill known unto men. This (believe it, 
Chiiftians) will be found to be no fmall 
crime; he that believeth not Jhall be damned^ 

* Mark xvi. 16. Thcfc 
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Thefe are not our words, but the very w<vds 
of the Son of God. 

You will fay, perhaps, all Chiiitiians do. 
believe the gofpel. Would to 'God we fljU 
did believe as we ought to do! But, to be* 
lieve is not enough to juftiljf us before God, 
unlefs our faith obliges lis to'live as beconqa 
Chriftians. 

To love, to fear, and to glorify God; to 
be faber, chafte, and temperate; to be juft 
and charitable to men ; and after all, which 
is the perfeflion of favmg faith, to confeis 
before God, that when we have done allthele 
things, it is all owing to the mere mercy ci 
God, to his grace, his affiftance, and to the 
merits of Jefus Chrift and his interceffioni 
that God will accept and reward our faithi 
and our poor endeavours to pleafe him. This 
is the cafe and confequence of a true and 
faving faith. 

I will fet before you the fruits of un un^ 
profitable faith— tht faith of too many pre- 
tended Chriftians, who know the golpel, but 
live as if riot one word of it were true; who 
make light of fins of the moft damning na- 
ture; who will not be perfuaded to fear the 
wrath of God, till they Ihall feel it to thdr 
everlafting forrow. 

Now, to awaken and terrify fuch unhappy 
finners as hold the truth in unrighteoufiids, 
the Lord Jefus himfelf has given us the very 
fentence that f hall be paffed upon fuch, when 

he 
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Tic fhall come to judge the world in juftice; 
Go^ye curfedf into everlajiingfire. A fentence 
fo mghtnil> that one can hardly repeat it 
without trembling, who ever would but fay 
to himfelf, what if this fhould be the fentence 
to be paffed upon myfelf ! 

Now, this is the fentence which fhall mpfl 
fiirely be pafTed upon every fin unrepented of; 
fiich as> injujiice^fraudy opprejjionj zndi covet- 
mijnefsy wluch is the root of tfiefe and many 
other evils. This will be the curfed end of 
all unlawful pleafures, of adultery ^ fornication j 
and drunkennefs,' v/hich too often leads to thefe. 
This will be the reward of living in malice, 
cavy, and hatred. This is what will be got, 
by all unlawful ways of getting eflates, of 
cunning and cheating bargdns. This will 
be the end of difhdnouring God, his name, 
his word, and facraments. In fhort, this will 
be the dreadful punifhment of hypocrify, of 
pretending to be Chriflians without Chrif- 
tiamty. 

• Thefe truths being as fure as the God )vho 
•hath declared them, what is it which makes 
fo many go on in a carelefs way of living, as 
if there were no truth in them? Why; 
dther they do not Jcnow what a dreadful 
-thing it is to be a finner, and under the dif-» 
pleafure of God, or what will certainly be 
the punifhment of fin unrepented of; or they 
Tcfolve to repent before they die; or they de- 
pend upon the mercy of God, and hope he 

will 
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will not be fo fevere as he has threatened} of 
that they fhall fare no worfe than other peo- 
ple; or, laftly, that it is in v^ to hope for 
pardon, their (ins have been fo great, and lb 
long continued in. All thefe, God knows, 
are fad delufions. 

Sin is not fo light a matter as Chriftians 
are apt to think. It was the occafion of the 
lofs of paradife to our firft parents; it was 
what provoked the jufHce of God to drown a 
wicked world; and, after that, to deftroy a 
number of cities by fire from heaven. 

And, to fhew his hatred of fm, and to make 
men dread it, he has made known to us, that 
he fpared not a race of creatures higher than 
the higheft on earth, but caft thofe very an- 
gels that finned into hell, where he has de- 
clared, that all fiich as follow them in thdr 
rebellion fhall with them be doomed to tiidr 
punifhment. 

Thefe frightful truths are recorded in fcrip- 
ture, to awaken us; — to make men afraid of 
fin, and of ruining themfelves by it; and are 
proper to fhake the mofl carelefs, the proud- 
efl, the ftubbomefl finner, who is not given 
over to a reprobate mind. 

And I have repeated them, to put you and 
myfelf in mind, to confider what we have 
to do; not to make light of fin, which coft 
Jefus Chrifl his life and blood; and that any 
who have been fo unhappy as hitherto to 
have lived in fin, in any known fin, may fee 

what 
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what It will certainly end in, if not forfaken 
and repented of. As alfo, to put every one 
of us upon thinking what is hke to be our 
cafe a few years hence, when with refpeft to 
us the world will be at an end, and when the 
night win come when no man can work. And 
lamy when we muft give an account to God, 
how we lived in this ftate of trial ; what good, 
and what evil, we have done; when Satan 
wU be ready to accufe us; when our own 
confcience will tell us what he faith is true; 
when we cannot fay with truth that we had 
made our peace with God before we left this 
world; and when we (hall have nothing to 
fiiy, but to ftand fpeechlefs, expe6ting a fen- 
tence which is dreadful even to be repeated. 
^, When this ftiall be the cafe, as moft furely 
it willy of every one who lives and dies in fin; 
it will then be too late to wifti that they had 
hearkened to the minifters of God, when they 
would have perfuaded them to confider, bc- 
fiare it was too late, the anguifh of a foul that 
ihall find itfelf (hut out of heaven, and fen- 
tenced to a mifery that (hall laft for ever. 

I know what every one who hears this will 
be apt to fay to himfelf , God forbid that this 
Jbotm ever be mv cafe! and to be fure every 
Chriftian will fay Amen. But then, whoever 
hopes that this may not be his own cafe, mufl 
ibffer himfelf to be perfuaded, and to believe, 
that his future and everlafting flate of happi- 
ndfe or mifery will certainly be according to 
VOL. I. X his 



3o6 THE DUTY OF CHRIST's MINISTERS, 

his faith in God, and the manner of the life 
he leads in this world, where we all have our 
time and ftate of trial. 

And now, my Chriftian brethren, I take it 
for granted, that fo many as have heard thefe 
truths with ferioufnefs will be touched with 
fome degree and fenfe of the danger they may 
poffibly be liable to. And fuch a concern . 
may, through the grace of God, lead them to | 
enquire, whether they have been Chriftiansin \ 
name only, and not in deed and in truth; or, '[ 
to fpeak plainly, whether they are in the way ' 
offahation or damnation. 

Thefe are two words of the greateft concern 
to every man who is in his right mind. For 
(and a fad truth it is) very many there arc 
who are not fo, who are given over to a repro- 
bate mind^ to a mind void of judgment; who 
having hardened themfelves in fin, fo as to be 
faji feeling, as the Apoftle fpeaks,* are not 
terrified with words of the greateft dread and 
thoughtfulnefs to fuch whofe confcienceis 
awake, who are afraid for themfelves, and 
for the account they muft one day give to 
God, the fearcher of hearts. 

Where now fliall a perfon who labours un- 
der thefe fears, where fliall he f^k for helPi 
— where may he hope to find comfort; — ^who 
fhall deliver fuch a wretched man from a con- 
dition worfe than death? St. Paul has an- 
fwered this queftion. It is the grace, fhemercf 
of God, through Jefus Chriji our Lord, whidtt 
« Eph. iv- 19. alone 
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alone cian deliver us from this bondage. To 
him, God the Father has committed the cafe 
of the fouls of men; he has paid the price of 
their redemption by his moft precious blood. 
And, to convince finners how much he pities 
the fad condition and danger they have 
brought themfelves into, he hath made this 
following moft kind and merciful invitation 
to every Ton and daughter of Adam •/ Cvme 
unto mCy all ye that labour and are heavy laden y 
and I will give you reji. 

Here is, Chriftians, as gracious an invita- 
tion as ever was made to man. All that are 
in pain and fear, on account of their former 
fins; — all that are fenfible of their former 
defeats and backflidings; — all that are fenfible 
that of themfelves they want power to over- 
come the corruption of their nature;— all that 
fincerely defire to pleafe God, and to avoid 
every thing that may difpleafe him; in fhort, 
ally all without exception^ even the greateft fin- 
ners, are invited, with a fure promife of a re^ 
medy for all the evils they feel or fear. For 
no lefs a phyfician, no lets a perfon, than the 
Son of God, inviteth, and hath promifed to 
relieve and help them. 

But, O Jefus ! how few are there, when we 
look into the world, how few are there, who 
are fenfible that they want thy help 1 How 
few who apply to thee for help, as they ought 
to do ! 

f Matth. xi. a8. 

X 2 We 
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We do not fpeak of thofe who live without 
God^ in the world;— who defpife the go^)el of 
Chrift, and the falvation offered in it; — who 
make a mock of fin and of hell;— for thefe 
are plainly given over to a mind void of judg- 
ment: and it is no wonder, that this merciral 
invitation of Jefus Chrifl doth not affed 
them; — nobody expefts it from them. 

But what fhall we fay, when the generality 
of Chriflians, fuch as pretend to hope for £d* 
vation, do not appear to be much concerned 
in this gracious invitation? So few being con- 
vinced that they fland in need of a Redeemer, 
of pardon, of help to do their duty, of grace 
to pleafe God; mfinite, therefore, are the 
number, even of the profefTors of Chriflianity, 
who feem not to be much concerned in this 
invitation of the only Saviour of the woiid. 

The reafon is this : — None are concerned to 
look out for help, but fuch as are fenfible they 
want help: They that are whole (faith our 
Lord) need not a phyjiciany but they that are jick. 
I came not (faith he) to call the righteously luch 
as think themfelves fafe, but jinners to re-^ 
fentance. 

And indeed it is with the difeafes of our 
foiils, as it is with thofe of our bodies. If 
we feel little or no pain, we are not much con- 
cerned; and yet a dead palfy, or a letharey, 
are as mortal as a wound that makes us reel 
fmart, and gives us pain. Thus it is with 
regard to the difeafes of the fouL And it is 

certainly 
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certainly one of the heavieft of God's judg- 
ments for a man not to be afraid for himfelf. 

It concerns, therefore, every man to know 
what reafon he has to be afraid for himfelf, 
and to know that he ftands hi need of help. 
This was the cafe of the church of Laodicea;^ 
^boufayeji that thou art rich, and wanteji no-- 
thing 'y and knoweji not that thou art wretched, 
and mijerabky and poor, and blind, and naked. 
This is a fad cafe, and yet it is the cafe (God 
knows) of too many Chriftians, as appears 
plainly by that great unconcernednefs to be 
feen in the live^ of Chriftians ; who generally 
iatisfy themfelves, and place their hopes of 
{afety and happinefs, in being free from fcan- 
dalous fins, fuch as the magiftrate would 
punifhj — in obferving the outward duties of 
Chriftianity, fuch as the moft unconverted 
perfon may perform, without being fenfible 
of the bondage of fm, and that their religion 
muft mend their corrupt nature before they 
die, or they muft never expe6l to be faved. 

It was in order to awaken fuch as would 
attend, and to prevent fuch delufions, that 
you were, in the firft part of this difcourfe, 

Eut in mind of the account we muft all give, 
ow we have fpent our lives here, and of the 
happinefs or mifery that will certainly follow 
fuch an account. 

And this was done, in order to perfuade 

you, every man for himfelf, to endeavour to 

work out his falvation with fear and trem- 

fRev.iiui?. blingi 
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bling; that is, with a concern of one whofe 
foul is at ftake; that you may be prepared to 
hearken to the invitation of Jefus Chrift to 
make you happy. 

To this man^ (faith God) will I hok, enien te 
him that is poor^ and of a contrite fpirit^ and 
trembleth at my word.^ A true fenfe and con- 
feflion of our mifery will, you fee, move the 
pity of God; a deep fenfe of our own weak- 
nefs, and inability to help ourfelves, will en- 
gage his power to affift us ; and a fenfe of our 
own unworthinefs will move his compaffion. 

Whoever therefore among you feareth Goi 
to you is this invitation of Jefus Chrift made: 
Come unto me^ all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden^ and I will give you reft. So that it will 
be our own fault entirely, if we are not freed 
from all our fears of perifhing eternally;. if 
we have not all the affiftance that our hearts 
can defire, to bring us to heaven and happi-^ 
ncfs everlafting. 

Let us therefore confider, what it is to go 
to Chrift. ' It is to believe him to be the Son 
of God, fent by his Father out of pity to hia 
poor creatures, to deliver them out of flavery 
and bondage, into which they were moft mi- 
ferably fallen. It is to become his difciples; 
to receive him as our teacher^ in making 
known to us the will of God for our falva-. 
tion. It is to receive him as our priefty who 
hath reconciled us to God, by offering up 
himfelf a facrifice, to fatisfy the divine juftice^ 

^ Ifaiah Uvi. %. 23\\ 
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and who is continually making interceffion 
for all fuch as go unto God by him. And 
laftly, it is to acknowledge him as our Lord 
and King', that as fuch we are to obey his 
laws, and fufFer him to rule and govern us. 

All, therefore, who will efFeftually clofe 
with this gracious invitation of Jefus Chrift, 
muft receive him, as our lordy to govern us 
by bis gofpel; — as our only mediator ^ to pre- 
vail with God for our pardon; — and as our 
only redeemer J who laid down his life for us. 

You fee, my Chriftian brethren, the graci- 
ous methods which God has made ufe of to 
awaken us, and to raife in our minds a fpirit 
of fear, by letting us know, that we are to 

§ive an account for all the things we have 
one in the body, whether they have been 
good or bad; to the end that we may more 
gladly hearken to the merciful invitation of 
Jefus Chrift — who knows the exceeding dan- 
ger we are in without his help; and our fouls: 
being precious in his light, he therefore moft 
Jdndly invites us to come to him, for light, 
for direftion, for help, and falvation. And 
te has gracioufly promifed to give reft and 
peace to all that come to him, and are fenfible 
of their wants and danger. He will convmce 
them, that he has made their peace with God, 
He will aiTift them by his Spirit, fo that fin 
ihall not get dominion over them. And he 
will intercede with God, to grant us that 
Jiappinefs for which we were at firft created. 

I am 
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/ am mercifuU (faith the Lord) and I "will 
not keep anger for ever: only acknowledge thine 
iniquities^ and that thou bajt tranfgrejfed againji 
the Lord} — ^This is the language of God to 
(inners: A broken and coritrite heart be will 
not defpife. 

What now is required on our part to make 
this gracious invitation of Chrift a perfeft 
bleffing to us? Why, to believe in him with 
all our heart; for whoever believetb in him 
Jhall not perijhy but have everlajling life. 

But then this faith muft be fuch as fliall 
purify our hearts; fuch as ftiall lead us to 
repentance; fuch as Jhall bring forth fruits 
anfwerable to amendment of life. 

And this faith, being the gift of God, muft 
be begged of him with the eameftnefs of a 
foul that is weary and heavy laden, and fuch 
fhall moft certainly find reft unto their fouls. 

In one word; our great and only comfort 
is, in all our troubles, after all our mifcar- 
riages, undef all our fears, that we have a 
Saviour to go to, who even invites us to 
come to him. A Saviour, who came down 
from heaven to feek and to fave his loft crea-, 
tures. A Saviour, who has redeemed us by 
his precious blood ; — who has made our peace 
with God;— who is at the right hand of God, 
making interceffion for us; — who invites all, 
none excepted, to come to him; — and to 
whom none ever did go, as they ought to do, 
but found reft unto their fouls. 

) Jer. iii. la. B^t 
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But it muft be Thou, O Jefus, who came 
to feek and to fave thofe that were loft and 
gone aftrayy— it muft be Thou, O Lord, who 
doft fo gracioufly invite us, that muft lead us 
to thyfelf, or we fhall furely mifs the way. 

Direft, gracious Lord, all fuch as defire to 
come to Thee. As Thou giveft them a will, 
be Thou their guide, their light, and their 
fopport, till they come to Thee, and to that 
inneritance which Thou haft prepared for all 
thofe that obey thy kind invitation. And 
this we beg for thy promife fake, for thy mer- 
cy's fake, and for the fake of that love which 
Thou haft had for our fouls. 

For which all glory, and praife, and thanks, 
be afcribed to Thee, together with the Father 
and the Holy Ghoft, by us and by all thy 
faithful fervants, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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SERMON XVIII. 

THE DESIGN AND HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY. 



O Blefled Jefas, who came into the world to faVe finners, diredl and 
guide me by thy good Spirit, that in this and all my labours for the 
inlh-u<5Uon of my flock, I may fct forth the mercy, the glory, and 
the goodnefs of God ; and that by fo doing, I may fave myfclf, and 
thofe that hear me. 



I TIM. 1. 15. TIT. 11. 14. I TIM. iv. I. 

JESUS CHRIST CAME INTO THE WORI.D TO SAVE SIN- 
NERS:— AND GAVE HIMSELF FOR US, THAT HE MIGHT 
RJgDEEM US PROM ALL INIQIJITY, AND PURIFY UNTO 
HIMSELF A PECULIAR PEOPLE, [that is, a people pecu- 
UARLY CONSECRATED TO HIM] ZEALOUS OF GOOD WORKS. 
NOW THE SPIRIT SPEAKETH EXPRESSLY, THAT IN 
THE LATTER TIMES SOME SHALL DEPART FROM THE 
FAITH, GIVING HEED TO SEDUCING SPIRITS, AND DOC^ 
TRINES OF DEVILS; AND [JUDE 4J TURNI^iG THE 
GRACE OF GOD INTO LASCIVIOUSNESS.a 



WHAT I would now recommend to 
your ferious copfideration, are thtfe 
following particulars : — 

Firji'y The great and merciful defign of 
the Chriftian Religion. 

• See Matth. vii. 16, a3». and xv. 9. i Cor. x. iz. GaL i. 4. 
} Fct. iii. 3. Rev. ii. 5. 

Secondly, 
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Secondhi How fadly, and by what means, 
tWs gracious defign of God has been hindered 
or perverted. 

Lajilyi What is like to be the confequence 
of this fad apoftacy to Chriftians of all deno- 
minations, if we do not return to a better 
mind; and how every Chriftian may contri- 
bute towards reftoring Chriftianity to its great 
defign of faving finners. 

Now 'j the defign of Chriftianity, the apoftle 
tell us, is to fave JinnerSy and that Jejus Chrtfi 
came into the world for that very end. And 
that the only way of faving them was, by re^ 
deeming them from all iniquity: forafmuch as 
all mankind were flaves to the devil, and to 
his temptations; to the world, and its wicked 
cuftoms; and to their own corrupt inclina- 
tions ; Jefus Chrift therefore came to redeem 
them from this flavery, and from eternal mi* . 
fery and dea:th; and to gain to himfelf a peo- 
ple who fhould be confecrated in a peculiar 
manner to his fervice; and that being purified 
by an holy life, and good works, they might 
be capable of heaven and of eternal happinds. 

This was the great defign of God in fend- 
ing his Son into the world. And happy 
would it have been, if this gracious delign 
had been univerfally clofed with, and had not 
been pervertal by the weaknefs of men, and 
by the wiles of the devil. 

The Spirit of God forefaw this, and by his 
apoftle gives Chriftians warning of it, and 

that 
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that in the latter times ^ men Jhall depart from 
the faith J giving heed to f educing fpiritSy and 
doSirines of devils *, turning the grace of God 
into lafcivioufnefs ; that is, accommodating and 
fluting the do6lrine of the gofpel to the cor- 
rupt inclinations of men. 

We fhall fee, in the Hiftory of Chriftianity 
which I fhall fet before you, how thefe fedu- 
cing fpirits have fucceeded in all ages, in this 
attempt J that Chriftians may beware of fall- 
ing into the fnare of the devil, and may be 
careful to have the true defign of the Chrif- 
tian religion always in their eye; which is, 
to make men holy, that they may be happy. 

All men being by nature Jinners^ as fuch 
God could take no pleafure in them. Man 
had pafTed through feveral ftates of trial be- 
fore the publifhing of the gofpel by Jefus 
Chrift; — in a ftate of innocence before the 
fall; — in the ftate of nature after the fall, 
with all the advantages of reafon and free- 
will;— and laftly, under the law, with all the 
helps of outward ordinances. And the con- 
clufion always was, a« the Apoftle obferves 
both of Gentiles and Jews, They were altoge^ 
tber ahominadSfie ', there was none good. 

Almighty God, therefore, whofe juftice 
could not let wickednefs go unpunifhed, and 
whofe infinite goodnefs would not let his poor 
creatures be loft, in his good Xvaxzfent his own 
beloved Son into the worlds to fave finijers out 
of this fad condition. 

In 



31 8 THE DESIGN AND 

In order to this great and merciful deiigit^ 
his Son took our nature upon him, and in 
that nature fulfilled the whole will of God. 
He fet us an example, how we muft live fo as 
to pleafe God; and to fatisfy the juftice of 
God, he fuffered that death which every man 
living has for his own fins deferved. And 
laftly, he left us his gofpel, as a rule to live 
by, and fent his Holy Spirit from heaven to 
fupply his place on earth, and to aflift and 
condu6l his faithful fervants to heaven. 

Thus Jeftis Chrijl came into the world to fame 
Jinners'y and few or none but finners received 
him or his do6lrine ; that is, fuch whofe hearts 
God had touched, and filled with a falutary 
fear for themfelves, and a concern to knovr 
whether God would accept of a finner's re- 
pentance; which was a quefl:ion the Jews 
themfelves did not know how to refolve, there 
being no facrifice appointed in the law for 
great and crying fins. And as for the hea- 
thens, they knew nothing at all of it. 

Jefus Chrift, and he only, could give fin- ^ 
ners full fatisfa6lion in this matter: for H^ 
came from God; his works fhewed that l^^ 
did fo; he knew the mind of G<5d, for he w^^ 
his beloved Son; and he aflTured mankind' 
that God would accept of the fincere repen^"** 
ance of the greateft finner, — would not on ^y 
pardon what was paft, but would receive hi^^ 
into favour, and treat him as if he had nev^^ 
done amifs. 
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This was moft welcome news to fuch as 
were weary and heavy laden with the burthen 
of their fins. As for fuch as were in no fear 
for themfelves, nor under any concern for 
what muft come hereafter; to awaken them, 
he made known fuch important truths as 
thefe: — That there is a life after death, and a 
life that is to laft for ever; — that good fouls 
will be made happy, and that wicked fouls 
will be punifhed to all eternity. 

Now; this difcovery of what muft come 
hereafter ftaitled all fuch as had any fort of 
ferioufnefs. They faw plainly, that die they 
muft, and in a very ftiort time; and that, if 
what Jefus Chrift did affure them was true, 
they had no choice but either to be happy or 
miferable, and that for ever. 

And that which increafed their fears was, 
that they found in their very nature an aver- 
fion and difability, to do fuch good works as 
were neceflary to entitle them to happinefs; 
— and a pronenefs to evil continually, which 
muft of neceffity fubje6l them to mifery^ 

Here Jefus Chrift and his gofpel came in 
. to their relief; for he gave them the utmoft 
aflfurance, that, upon their confecrating them^ 
ielves to God, God would give them a Spirit, 
which ftiould change their hearts, their 
thoughts, their defires, for the better; a Spi- 
rit which ftiould enable them to believe, and 
to do, fuch things as by nature they had nei- 
ther a will nor a power to do; and that after 

that. 
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that, it' would be their own fault if they 
came fhort of eternal happinefs, and if diej 
efcaped not eternal mifery. 

It was upon thefe motives that people at 
firft became Chriftians. They were baptized, 
and received that Holy Spirit which Jefiis 
Chrift had promifed, whereby they were en- 
lightened in their underflandings, and enabled 
to do and to fufFer whatever the gofpel re- 
quired of them, and to run all hazards in 
this, world, rather than lofe the happinefi 
they hoped for, or be liable to the mifery 
they feared, in the next. 

And this was to them another proof of the 
truth of the gofpel, that had wrought fiich a 
change in them for the better, which neither 
their own reafon, nor all the rules of the wife 
men of the world, were able to effeft. 

For they found, by an happy experience, 
that they could renounce fuch pleafures as 
were inconfiftent with a chriftian life, though 
grateful to flefh and blood. They became 
ferious and thoughtful how to pleafe God) 
and every day more unconcerned for fuch 
things as the reft of the world doted on. 
They were charitable and kind to one an- 
other. They fufFered loffes and perfecutions 
with patience, as men believing that fuch 
things are not to be accounted of in compa- 
rifon of heaven and hell. 

In fhort, all that became Chriftians upon 
ilich motives as thefe, (that is, of the necef- 

fity 
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fity of being holy in order to be happy) all 
fuch became holy and exemplary for all wor- 
thy afticms. They were peaceable in their 
lives, chafte in their converfation, juft in their 
dealings, conftant in their devotions, and zea- 
lous for the honour of God. They abhorred 
the wicked courfes of the world, fuch as 
whoredom and drunkennefs; lying, pequry, 
and covetoufnefs ; and all other crimes, which 
thejr were affured, by Jefus Chrift and his 
goipel, would fhut them out of heaven. And 
if there were any amongft them, who, for- 
getting the defign of Chriftianity, fell into 
crimes imworthy of the Chriflian name, they 
were immediately turned out of the Chriflian 
ibciety, by the ftrift and godly difcipline of 
thofe days, until they Ihould give fober proofs 
of their amendment. 

This was the ftate of the Chriftian religion 
for the firft three hundred years after Chrift's 
afcenfion into heaven; during which time 
it fpread itfelf over the face of the whole 
known world. 

. . And this it did, notwithftanding its doc- 
trines and commands were direftly oppofite 
to the corrupt nature and prejudices of man- 
kind, and to all the religions and corrupt 
uiages of the world. 

And this was another proof of the truth 
of Chriftianity, That it Ihould (as our Lord 
foretold) *be preached and received in all tlie 
rworldj — that it fhould be received without 

VOL. I, y any 
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any outward force to compel men> without any 
countenance of great and learned men to per- 
fuade them, without any profpeft of worldly 
intereft to induce them to embrace it. 

And one thing is here fit to be obfervod^ 
becaufe it is a confirmation of a truth which 
Jefus Chrift very often told his followers i^— 
Thzt riches y Bxid worldly powers, and great atf* 
tborityy were great hindrances to the recdving 
his gofpel. And accordingly, St Paul takes 
notice.^ 77.// 7iot many wife men after tbeflejb^ 
not many jnighfy^ net many noble y nvere called^ 
It being very hard to flefhand blood, to n* 
nounce the love of riches, the ej>eem of learn- 
ing, and the pleafiire of authority and power, 
and to fubiiiit to be poor in fpirit, to be de- 
fpifed, and thought ignorant for Chrift's fake. 

And experience ftill (hews us, that what ■ 
Chriftianitv is left in the world, is generally 
to be found amongft fuch as want thefe temp- 
tations. It is amongrt* them we muft look Ux 
a truft in God, a faith in his promifes, a fub- 
miflion to his will, and a conformity to Jefus 
Chrift, humbled and made of no reputation. 
For, if we go a little higher, we find, too 
often, either an exceffive love for the riches of 
the world, and for the pleafures they afford; 
or an exceffive pride, a pronenefs to liberti^ 
nifm, loofe principles, or downright infidelity. 

But to return to our fubjedt. While men 
became Chriftians out of a pure defire tojave 
their foulsy Chriftianity was preferv^ in its 

* I Cor. i. a6, pWnty, 
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purity, and converts were made, more by the 
holinefs of the lives of Chriftians, than by 
their learhing or other arguments. Till at 
laft, Ibmething above three hundred years 
after Chrift, the rulers of the world them* 
jelves (many of them) became Chriftians ; and 
then people, inftead of being perfecuted or 
•reproached for being Chriftians, were counte- 
nancedj efteemed, and rewarded, for the re-^ 
ligion they profeffed. 

. . And then, we may be affured of it, many 
became Chriftians ror intereft, for fafliion 
iake, or out of mere humour, without ever 
confidering what Chriftianity required of 
thieoi, — what they promifed to believe and 
do, — or what they ftiould be better or worfe 
£<»: it hereafter. 

So that holinefs of life, and the faving of 
thdir fouls, not being what they propofed by 
beccMning Chriftians, nor thie confequence of 
their being fuch; the /educing fpirit loon took 
an advantage of this, and led diem to diflio- 
nour their holy profeffion. It was then that 
the prophecy of our Lord' was fulfilled: 
IFhi^ menjkpty the enemy cdme andfowed tares 
among the wheat: &c. And this he did, firft, 
by attacking the faith of Chriftians, and in- 
troducing all manner of herefies, fo that good 
ChiiftiaQS were diftradted, and their zeal for 
propagating of holinefs of life was diverted 
too much, while they were obliged to defend 
th^ veiy principles of chriftianity. 

' M^tth, 3du. 25, Thefe 
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Theie heats being in fome meafure abated, 
and the breaches made up, his next attempt 
was upon the morals and lives of Chriftiiuis. 
Such as embraced Chriftianity out of cuf- 
tom were not very careful to live according to . 
its rules and laws; at the fame time, they had 
the holy fcriptures in thdr hands, and they 
had the examples of Chiift and his fincczt 
followers before them, which (hewed tJiem 
plainly that they were not what they (houid be. 
The confequence of this was, that fuch as 
were not willing to part with their fins, and 
to lead a true chriftian life, and yet durfi: not 
renounce their religion, endeavoured to find 
out ways to make their minds eafy; wluch 
they could not well do, whenever they com- 
pared their lives with the precepts of the gof- 
pel, which yet they had in their hands. 

And this brought a thoufand corruptions 
into the church : every thing but holinefs of 
life, and renouncing the devil, the world, and 
the flefh, were greedily embraced. 

In thefe times of ignorance, fuperftition, 
and wickednefs, it pleafed God to open men's 
eyes by the Reformation. The holy Bible was 
tranflated into the language of moft nations. 
And would to God the feducing fpirit i^ke& 
of in the text, and his agents, had not pre- 
vailed fo far as to caufe too many to maKC a 
very ill ufe of the knowledge whidh they might 
have had from God's word; but fo it is. AjkI 
many, who know their duty, do hold the truth 

in 
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in unrighteoufnefsi and too, too many do fpend 
their zeal, and which is generally all the re- 
ligion they have, in unneceflary difputes. 

But what is ftill more mournful, there is 
in tbefe days a fpirit of infidelity, of liberti- 
nifm, and profanenefs, gone out into the 
world, which was not known in former ages. 
And this, not only amongft proteftants; but 
all good and fober men of the church of Rome 
make the fame fad complaint. That there 
are fome, who, as the apoftle fpeaks, bring 
in damnable herefies, denying the Lord that 
redeemed them. Others who make a mock 
of all religion ; — deride the way and the means 
of falvation; — profane the name of God after 
the moft aftonifhing manner; — make a jeft of 
Chrift and his ordinances; — do defpite to his 
word, his day, his worfhip, and his minifters; 
?-^and who are, in all refpedls, worfe than the 
Pagans who know not God. 

Laftly; There are others, who profefs to 
know and to believe in God, and yet in efFe6l 
deny him, while they countenance thofe that 
defpife him and his laws; while they are 

Sleaied with the converfation of men that 
lew ho manner of refpeft for the Lordjefusy 
-who came into the world tofavejinners. 

Be affured of it, good Chriftians, thefe are 
agents of thofe feducing fpirits fpoken of by 
the apoftle; and whoever comes near them is 
in danger of being infefted and ruined. For 
God will not be mocked. If men will walk 
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in the council of the ungodly, and jland in the 
^vay ofjinners^ God will give them up at laft 
top in the feat of thefcomfuly that is, to ar- 
rive at an height of wickednefs, which once 
they were amazed at; and, fcorning to be 
kept within the bounds of religion, mey will 
therefore endeavour to make it ridiculous and 
contemptible. 

And this is the true caufe of the corrupdoa j 
both of faith and manners, which is fb juftly ■ 
lamented. 

The corrupt nature of man, being deiirous 
to live under as few reftraints as poffible, firft 
invents ways to keep up the hopes of heaven, 
without parting with any fatisfa6tion on 
earth ; and fo the faith comes to be corrupted. 
When that will not do, and men will not 
part with their fins, nothing but atheifm can 
make them eafy. By atheifm, I mean fuch a 
way of living as obliges them firft to wijhj and 
then to fay y there is no God 3- and io the 
lives of Chriftians come to be comipted. 
But then how dreadful muft their cafe be, 
who have nothing to depend on, but the 
hopes that the word of God, his promiies, 
and his threatenings, may not be true! This 
is a fad blindnefs indeed! But it is the juft 
and natural punifhment of a wickedlife. 

And now you fee, in the fhort hiftory of 
the Chriftian Religion which I have given 
you J you fee, how far the ChrifHan world is 
departed from tliat concern, that zeal, that 

pietyr 
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piety, and conftancy, which animated thofe 
that firft embraced chriftianity. And yet we 
have the fame reafons that they had, to be 
very much concerned for what mull become 
of us when we die. 

Were they fmners; fo are we. Had they 
reafons, as finners, to be afraid for themfelves; 
and have not we the fame reafons ? Are not 
heaven and hell ftill in being? Are not thefe 
ftiU to be the portion of good and bad men, 
as each fhall deferve? Have not we the fame 
hopes, and the fame promifes, that they had? 
Did not Jefus Chrift come into the world to 
fave us, as well as them? Is there any other 
way of being faved, but what they took? that 
is, to confecrate ourfelves to his fervice, and 
to be zealous of good works. 

Jefiis Chrift came to redeem us from all ini^ 
quityy to deliver us from thisprefent e*uil world. 
Is the world lefs wicked now than it was then ? 
How comes it then that we are fo little appre- 
henfive of its fnares, and of our own danger? 

Shall I tell you the truth, and the fecret of 
this? It is with Chriftians as it was with the 
Jews; — they were God's peculiar people; — 
ihey took no care to live like people fo nighly 
favoured; — God gave them up to their own 
ways, rejefted tiiem from being his people, 
and from being a nation. 

Let us now look at home. People greatly 
Value themfelves for being Chriftians. And 
becaufe Jefus Chrift came into the world to fave 

Jinnersj 
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JinnerSj they depend upon that; notconiider- 
ing, that fome (inners will be faved, and others 
damned 5 which makes a very great diflcrence. 

They flatter themfelves> that their falvation 
is now in their own hands; and fo live like 
thofe that have no reafon to fear, though they 
are in the midft of fnares. 

They fee others, even almoft all about 
them, as little concerned as themfelves, with' 
out confidering, that it will be little comfort 
to be undone with never fo much company. : 

They will fee no hurt in what Jefus Chrift 
has forbidden, for the very fame reafon that 
Eve had to eat the forbidden fruit, becaufe 
it pleafes their fenfes. 

Have not Chriftians fome reafon to fear 
fome fuch confequence as the Jews experi- 
enced? It was what the Spirit of God has 
foretold:* Remember from whence thou art 
fallen^ and repent^ and do thy fir Ji works j or elfe 
I will remove thy candlejtick*, that is, un«p 
church thee. 

This brings us, in the laft place, to confider 
how much every Chriftian may contribute 
towards reftoring Chriftianity to its great de- 
fign of fanfing finners, which was the great 
defign oj Chrifi's coming into the world. 

And let us not, good Chriftians, any of us, 
pervert, or make void, this defign, by build- 
mg our hopes of falvation upon ^ly thing 
that is merely external; fuch as, toe bare 
name of Chriftians, or an outward conformity 

«» Rev.ii.5* tO 
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to the ufages of the church we live in. Al- 
ways remembering, that true religion cannot 
confift in any thing which a wicked man can 
do as well as a good man- 

We have feen how others have perverted 
the defign of Chriftianity, and brought many 
errors into the church* Would to God, this 
were only the crime of paft ages, and that the 
prefent age were not concerned in it ! But fo 
It is, and fo it will be, while Chriftians will 
defire to go to heaven without parting with 
their fins ; — they will feek out, and depend 
upon, expedients and ways to make their 
miiids eafy, which will not profit them in 
the end. 

He who came to fave us, muft fave us after 
his own way, by purifying us to himfelfa pecu- 
liar people \ that is, a people confecrated to 
him after a peculiar manner, not only by out- 
ward ceremonies, (which was what the Jews 
and Heathens depended on for recommending 
them to God's favour) but by a change of 
mind and heart For if we are not very 
much changed for the better,— if we arc not 
reftored to the image of God, in which we 
were created, — we can never be faved. JVitb^ 
cut holinefs^ without an holy temper and holy 
difpoiitions, 7to man mujlfee the Lord. 

We muft not only abftain from fin, and do 
what cuftom, or intereft, or human kws, may 
lead us to; but the love of God muft be the 
governing principle of our lives. And this 

muft 
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muft dppeaf in our being zealous ofgood^tuArkSf 
in order to pleafe God, and in obedience to 
his commands. 

People of reafbn and faith will confider, 
that the Chriftian religion, its hopes and fears, 
its promifes and threatenings, do not depend 
upot) the opinion of men, j^t are as true, as 
certain, and as unalterable, as God himfelf. 
So that fuch as live witliout religion muft die 
without hopes of mercy* 

This ftiould, one would think, awaken 
Chriftians into a better fenfe of their duty. 

We are aftonifhed to hear a profane man 
deny the truths of the gofpel; and yet it is in 
the end the fame thing, whether a man doiies 
them, or does not confider them, and live ac- 
cording to them. Both the one and the other 
muft perilh. 

That we may avoid tlils fad choice, and 
not make void our Redeemer's merciful dc* 
fign to fave us; may I, and every one who 
now hears me, ferioufly think of it, tbatnovf 
is the only time in which we are to choofe where 
we muji be for ever-, whether in a place of 
happinefs or mifery. 

Let us endeavour to poffefs our hearts 
continually with the belief, the poffibility, 
the certainty, (if it be not our own fault) 
^of being faved, — of being faved and happy 
for ever. 

For confidering what God has done for us, 
in fending his Son into the world, it is plaini 

that 
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that he defires our falvation mof e than we 
ourfelves do. 

And let us not defpsdr of fucceeding. The 
grace and fpirit of God will enable us to 
overcome all difficulties ; — his grace mdy be 
had for afking; — the moft unlearned^ who 
is fenfible of his own wants^ can alk ib as to 
be heard. 

Let no Chriftian therefore fay, as Chrift's 
diiciple once did, who can befaved? Every 
Chrulian, every linner, every man, to whom 
Ais word of falvation is preached, may be ' 
faved, if he will ftrive to work out his falva- 
tion with a concern anfwerable to what he is 
to g^ or lofe by it. 

The mifery of it is, Chriftians are apt to 
fey, who can be faved? and yet live as if it 
were the ealieft thing in the world, as if there 
were no manner of hazard, as if every body 
would be faved of courfe. This fhews the 
corruption of our nature with a witnefs j and 
this corrupt nature muft be mended, as ever 
we hope to be faved. 

Indeed, we are all finners. But our greateft 
danger does not lie in that, becaufe we have a 
certain remedy at hand; but our great danger 
lies in our not fufficiently confidering the 
danger of fin, and in our rejefting the only 
remedy; — in not confidering, that ttus life is 
given, and continued to us, for no other end, 
but that we may every one of us work out 
our own falvation. 

For 
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Fcff tWs life is indeed ajiate of trial ^^ and it 
concerns every one of us, as much as his foul 
is worth, to take care how he fpends this fhort 
life; forafinuch as God has appointed a day 
in which he will judge the world in righ* 
teoufnefs, when every jnan will receive a ten- 
tence according to his works done in the body, 
that is, in this life. By which fentence, thy 
that have done goody who have been zealous of 
good v/orksyjhall go into life everlajiing^ and 
they that have done evily and have not repented 
of the evil they have done, Jhall go into ever-- 
lajiingfire. 

Dreadful fentence indeed to all fuch as will 
not clofe with the falvation offered them by 
Jefus Chrift; who will not conlider and take 
pains, and do good now, that they may efcape 
the bitter pains of eternal death! 

But a comfortable fentence to fuch whofe 
life is full of good works — who try and 
judge themfelves now — and who endeavour 
to prevent the judgment of God by a fincere 
repentance. 

And now, good Chriftians, what can I add 
ifnore, than to exhort and to befeech you, that 
you take care, that no feducing fpirit beguile you 
of your rewardy by leading you into error. 
That no profane perfon, or mftrument of that 
feducing fpirit, of which there are but too 
many amongft us, do weaken your faith, or 
laugh you out of your hopes of heaven. That 
no loofe and debauched peribns, who are flavcs 

of 



HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY. 333 

of that evil fpirit, do by their peftilent ex- 
amples make you as wicked as themfelves, 
and fit only for the fociety of devils when 
you die. And laftly, that your own corrupt 
hearts do not betray you into an indifference 
for your fouls, and for the things that con- 
cern your eternal welfare. 

And may the blefled Jefus Chrift, who came 
into the world to fave Jinners^ may he enable all 
of us fo to live, that when we come to die 
we may be numbered with his faints in glory 
everlafting. Amen. 




SERMON 



SERMON XIX. 

ALL PLEAS AND EXCUSES FOR LIVING IN IGNO- 

RANGE AND SIN MADE VOID BY GOD, IN 

MAKING HIS WILL AND PURPOSES 

KNOWN IN THE GOSPEL, 



JOHN XV. 2a. 

BUT NOW THEY HAVE NO CLOAK INO £XCUS£] 
FOR THEJR SIN. 



IT is moft natural for people, . when they 
have done amifs, to lay the blame any 
where but on themfelves; and it is as natural, 
when they would follow their inclinations 
agdnft their confcience, to hope, that God 
will accept of what excufe thev can make. 

Our firft parents did fo. Tne man blamed 
the woman;— the woman blamed the fer- 
pent; when the fault was plainly in them- 
felves : and accbrdingly they were both pu-^ 
jiiihed, notwithftanding their apology. 

It was juft fo with Ae people of the Jews* 
They had impatiently expeded the Meffiah, 
whom God had promifed by his prophets 
from the beginning of the world. When 
the Meffiah came, they utterly pgefted him,^ 
though he had n).oft undeniable proofs of his 

being 
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hdngfenffrom God; particularly his JoSfrine^ 
which was moft worthy of God, and his mi- 
racles, which were fuch as none other ever 
had done. To thefe Jeliis Chrift appeal8> and 
declares, that after this they bad no cloak for 
their Jin. That fuch as Ihould rejeft him, and 
the gracious meflage he brought them from 
God, whatever they had to iky for themfelves, 
they would be puniftied as moft wicked op- 
poiers of God's good-will towards them. 

Now; as inexcufable as thefe people were 
in denying their Lord and Saviour, notwith- 
ftanding the abundant proofs of his authority, 
it will appear, that this is the very cafe of dl 
flich Chriftians as profefs to know God, but in 
nporks deny him\ — that men are as apt now as 
ever they were, and with as little reafon, to 
offer excufes for thofe fins which they commit 
againft the light of Nature and the laws of 
God: — But that this fe»tence of Jefus Chrift, 
they have now no cloak for their Jin^ is as righ- 
teous and true againft us, if we obey not the 
gofpel, as ever it was againft the Jews, who 
crucified the Son of God 5 and we fhall as 
certainly be punifhed (whatever we can lay 
for ourfelvcs) as ever they were. 

Now; that this may appear with all the 
plainnefs that a matter of this importance 
Ihould do, and may more fenfibly afFeft ail 
our hearts, I (hall Jirji lay before you fuch 
excirfes as men are apt to offer for their living 
in ignorance and fin: and then I fhall endea- 
vour 
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vour to (ktisfy you, that God has moft effec- 
tually made void all pretences and pleas what- 
ever, by making his will and purpofes known 
to us, after fo gracious and convincing a 
manner. And then it will appear, whether 
we can have any cloak for Jin^ — any that can 
hide us from the wrath of God revealed againji 
all ungodlinefs and unrigbteoufnefs of men. 

And firft, I (hall lay before yow fucb pleas' 
and excufes as men ufually offer for their living 
in ignorance and Jin. 

It is certain, no man choofes to live in fin 
on purpofe to difpleafe God. It is as fure, 
that few people think they ftiall die in their 
fins unrepented of, and tliat they ftiall have 
eternal torments for their portion. But here 
is the cafe: — We are but too apt, throiijgh the 
corruption of nature, to be very fond ofmany 
things, which God (knowing they would hurt 
us) has forbidden us upon pain of his everlaft- 
ing difpleafure. His everlafting difpleafure 
we cannot think of without horror: neither 
can we, without fome trouble and pains, deny 
ourfelves, or do what God has commanded us* 

We have therefore found out fome excufes, 
which for the prefent ferve to make our minds 
caly, though we Uve in a carelefs negleft of 
God's commands, and confequently of our 
own &lvation. 

For example: 

ift. There are people who think, that if 
they have not faitb^ it is for want of fufficient 

VOL. I. z evidence; 
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evidence ; and that they are not biound to obey 
the gofpel, till they confefs they have reafim 
to do fo. 

2dly. There are others who excufe them- 
felves upon the account of worldly bujinefs^ 
which takes up moft of their thoughts 
and time. 

3dly. There are very many who doubt 
not but that their want of capacity to know | 
their duty will excufe their not doing it. ] 

4thly. It is often faid, that temptations 
are fo many, and the difficulties of religion fo 
great, that an allowance muft be made, or 
few would be faved. 

Laftly. If no other excufe will do, people 
are moft apt to fhelter themfelves under the 
mercy ofGod^ and hope (through his goodncfs) 
all will be well with them at laft. 

Now; it is moft certain, that none of thefc 
(and thefe are the moft common excufes) will 
fave us from the wrath of God, if we obey not 
the gofpel of our Lord Jefus Chrifi. 

I. And firft, they that would make the want 
of faith a cloak for their difohedience^ are dther 
fiich as pretend they want evidence to convince 
them of the truth of the gofpel; or they are 
fuch as complain they want a degree of faith 
fufficient to incline their hearts to obedience. 

The firft are fuch as are by Jefus Chrift him- 
felf condemned in this place. They would 
not, and they pretended they could not, be- 
lieve that he was fent from God\ they deipifed 

his 
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his mejfage-y they would not receive his doc- 
trine \ they gave no heed to his miracles ^^ nor 
would they have patience, or be at the pains, 
to fee whether this was he whom the prophets 
didfay Jhould come. In fhort, they could not 
fey what would convince them, if neither a 
doBrine worthy of God, nor works which none 
but God could do, were not fufficient. Jefus 
Chrift therefore, without giving them more 
proofs, or the fign they demanded, pofitively 
pronounces their judgment in thefe words, 
nam they have no cloak for their Jin. 

And truly, it is to little purpofe to argue 
with unbelievers of this fort, where the fault 
is not the want of evidence, but the want of 
an heart difpofed to receive it. And therefore 
the Spirit of God is never folicitous to prove 
liich things as all people ought to know, and 
may know, if it is not their own fault. Thus 
Mofes begins the hiftory of the creation: Jn 
the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth: fuppofing, moft truly, that he who 
has his eyes open, and does not, from the 
ereatriefs and beauty of the creatures, ac- 
Knowledge the Maker of them, all the argu-1 
ments in the world will not convince him. 
And the apoftle faith exprefsly, all fuch are 
without excufeJ" 

Unbelievers therefore of this fort we muft 
leave (as our Saviour has done) to the ]ndg^ 
jnent of God. 

• Rom. ix. ao. 

z z But 
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But then there are others, who hope they 
may with more realbn plead their want of 
faith; that is, fuch a lively faith as may oblige 
them, in good eameft, to live as becometh me 
gofpel of Chrift. Now ; being told,* that faith 
is gift ofGody they are apt to conclude, if they 
have it not, it is not their own fault; and this 
is their cloak, this their cxcufe. And indeed 
it will be a good excufe, provided a man can 
honeftly fay, that he hath ferioufly coniidered 
the danger of living in difobediencc to God's 
commands; — that he hath heartily acknow*- 
ledged, before God, his own inabihty to keep 
them without his grace; — that he has prayed 
for God's grace, and followed the motions of 
his Spirit, as far as he was able; — that he has 
at leaft done what was in his own power, and 
kept out of the way of temptations;— that 
when he has done amifs, he has been forry for 
it, begged God's pardon, and refolved not to 
do fo again. If a man cannot fay this with 
truth, it is plain he is not in eameft» and 
therefore want of grace will be no excufe be- 
fore God, who knows that this is the leaft of 
his concern. 

The Word of truth faith, AJk, andyeJbaU 
have-, feeiy andyejhalljind\ knocks anditJbaUhe 
opened unto you. We will do none of thefe, 
and yet we wonder that God does not pve 
us a convincing witnefs of the trath in our 
hearts. In fhort, we faintly wifh, that God 
would touch our hearts^ while we are in good 
* j:ph. ii. 8. eamcft 
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eameft afraid left he fhould do fo, and force 
us to lead a new life. 

' While it is thus with us, it is no wonder 
that God does not more efFeftually touch our 
beaHs. The wonder indeed is, that people 
ihonld ever hope that this will excufe their 
difobedience. 

After all, we are too apt to think this, and 
believe that we are in no danger, becaufe we 
do not fear any; as if people could not harden 
fheir hearts, and be in danger, without per- 
cdving it, when the whole Bible is a hiftory 
of inen ruining themfelves, without fear or 
wit, ieveii after they had fufficient warning of 
what would follow. 

To givfc but one inftance: The people of 
the Jews were forewarned by Chrift, (whofe 
tninacles juftified his authority) that their ob- 
ilinacy and wickednefe would, in a (hort time^ 
bring fuch a deftru6tion upon their temple 
aiid city, that there Jhould not be left oneftone 
upon another. Now were they any farther 
from this defolation, or did God excufe them^ 
or defer his judgments, becaufe they did not 
fiear this, or becaufe they would not believe 
Chrift's words ? The application is plain. 

n. But if want of faith will not excufe our 
difobedience J we are apt to think that worldly 
kufnefs will excufe us from making the care of 
wr fouls the great concern of our lives. 

Our bleffed Lord faith the diredt contrary. 
He faith, for inftance, that a man oi^es a 

very 
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very ill bargain for himfelf , who gaifU the vobale 
world y and lofetb his own foul. To this, people 
think it is enough to (ay, It is a burthen laid 
upon us, in the fweat of thy face Jhalt thou eat 
bread: we muft Hve, and we muft take care 
for thofe that come after us. As if the wile 
and good God had made the difficulties of 
this life io great, that men cannot take due 
care of their bodies and fouls too. 

After all, it is a moft plaufible pretence, 
and filch as we are moft apt to think a good 
one; and therefore Jefus Chrift has uteda 
great many arguments to hinder us fix)m 
making the cares of this life a cloak for not 
minding the next. Conjider the fowls of the 
air I confder the lilies of the field \ your hea- 
venly Father feeds and clothes the one and 
the other. Takej therefore ^ no thought for the 
morrow \ leave that to heathens, who know 
not God; but feek ye firfi the kingdom of God^ 
and his righteoufnefsy and all thefe things fhaUie 
added unto you. 

Thefe arguments are fo plain, and fo fiill 
to the purpofe, that there are few Chriftiahs 
who do not believe it their duty to think of 
another world, and prepare for it. 
• But then we have another pretence for not 
doing it at prefent. When we have provided 
for ourfelves, for old age, and for our families; 
then we fhaU, by the grace of God, in good 
earneft leave off all our evil ways, and become 
new creatures. But pray, what promiie have 

we 
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^e that God will then give us his grace? 
Thefe are the words of the promife: To-day ^ 
if ye will bear bis voice ^ bar den not your hearts. 
Will not our converfion then be too difficult 
a work? Shall we not be more likely to de- 
£pmr than undertake it? We know what the 
- KTipture faith of fuch a change:— Ctf;i tbe 
Ethiopian <bange bis Jkin^ or tbe leopard bis 
Jpots? thenJbaUye aljo^ tbat are accujlomed to 
do evil J learn to do well. 

In one word; induftry in our feveral call- 
ings is a chriftian duty; the. care of our fouls 
is a duty alfo, and much the more necefTary. 
We may mind them both, if we pleafe. And 
our fault is this : we are fent a while into this 
world to fitiis for a better, and inftead of do- 
ing fo, we refolve to fet up our reft here, and 
fcarce think of the other. 

III. And now we come to thoie Who think 
that their want of capacity to know their duty 
will excufe their not doing it. 

There is nothing more common than for 
people to cry, what can be expefted from the 
like of us?— ^We know no better: — T!o whom 
much is given^from him much will he required: 
But that is not our cafe; our talents are few, 
and our accounts are foon made up. And 
upon the ftrength of this w^y of arguing, 
many people make themfelves tolerably eafy. 

Now; It is certainly true, the account we 
, (hall give will, be according to the talents we 
have received. But then as, when we com- 
pare 
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pare ourfelves with others, we are apt to over- 
value ourfelvesj fo when we thihk of the 
account we muft give, we are as apt to under- 
value what we have received. 

Is it knowledge you want, and hope tliat t&at 
will excufe vou? Why, let me tell you, that 
the leamedfi man you know has jult as much 
knowledge, and is juft as much better for i^ 
as he keeps more ftriftly the comraandmentk 
of God; which you may do (if it is not your 
own Fault) as well as the moft leamed. Hear 
what Chrift faith to this purpofe, — Whofoever 
heareth my words j and doeth them^ I win liken 
him to a wife man. This is true wildom, all 
the reft is folly, let a man be never io know- 
ing in his own or other people's opinion. 

But how fhall we know what is expeded 
from us? Why, juft as you know any thing 
elfe, by enquiry, by confidcration, and by 
taking the advice and direftion of thofe whote 
bufinefs it is to inform you. 

To be pl^n:— There is not one of thofe 
ignorant people who hope their want of 
knowledge will help to excufe them, but will 
give a very fuitable anfwer when he is alked 
any thing about his worldly concerns. He 
knows, for inftance, very well the difference 
betwixt an eftate which he can leave to pof- 
terity, and one which is at the will of anothen 
If fuch a man's eftate is in danger, you will 
foon fee how fenfible he is, and that he will 
lay all bufinefs afide to fecure what he thinks 

the 
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the main chance. He will confider mth him*- 
felf , he will advife with others wifer than him-^ 
felf, he will afk to be informed, be impatient 
if he is put off, very thankful when he is told 
what he ought to do; he will do all this with 
ferioufhefs and a concern anfwerable to what 
lies at ftake. 

Tell one of thefe ignorant people of a good 
bargain, which is in his power to make for 
himfelf , you will foon fee with what cheer- 
fiilnefs and good underftanding he will go 
about it. 

So for cafes of confcience. Such people very 
well know, when they are wronged, what 
juftice they ought to expeft. They can tell 
other people their duty plain enough; and is 
it not mere perverfenefs to pretend not to 
know thdr own ? 

• But let people pretend what they pleafe, 
every body knows what is meant by adultery ^ 
drunkennefs, perjury j lying j backbiting^ and fiich 
like. Now; we have a plain declaration of 
God's will and purpofe, concerning all fuch 
as commit any of thefe fins:* Be not deceived: 
neither fornicators J nor idolaters^ nor adulterers ^ 
nor effeminate^ nor thievesy nor covetous^ nor 
drunkards^ nor re^ilers^ nor extortioners ^ fhall 
inherit the kingdom of God. ' 

Will people, after fuch a plain declaration 
as this, live in any of thefe fins, and hope that 
God experts no better of them ? Verily even 

« I Cor, vi. Q. 

they. 
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they, who think that God has given them tile 
pooreft capacities, if one (hould tell them that 
It is their duty to live as they generally do, 
would foon fee the wickednefs of fuch a doc- 
trine, and would profefs that they know better 
things themfelves. 

After all, it is a queftion, whether the un- 
learned lie under greater difficulties than thole 
that are more knowing. The favours of God 
to men are more equal than is ufually thought 
of; and therefore, where he has given more 
flow capacities, he will (if they do not refill 
his will) give more grace. / thank tbee^ 
Father, (faith Jefus Chrift) that thou haft bid 
thefe things from the wife and prudent y and haft 
revealed them unto babes. 

Accordingly, as too many can make a fliift 
to go to hell with a great deal of knowledge; 
fo we find many poor people, and of low ca- 
pacities, as confcientious in their dealings, as 
true lovers of God, as fearful of ofFencfing 
him, as thankful for his favours, as careful 
of their ways, as thofe that have a great deal 
more knowledge, and better opportunities of 
knowing their duty. 

So that want of capacity (and in a Chriftian 
country) will never be accepted as an excuie 
for not keeping the commands of God> ei^- 
cially when it is confidered, they who know 
leaft know enough to make them ferious and 
careful of their ways; that they might know 
2l great deal more than they commonly do; 

and 
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and that they feldom live up to that meafurc 
of knowledge which they have. 

Such> therefore, as love darknefs rather 
than light; fuch as may know their. duty, 
and will not; and fuch as know their duty, 
and yet negle6l it, are (without more words) 
inexcufable. 

IV* Another excufe is, that the temptations 
we meet with are fo many^ and the difficulties of 
an holy life fo greats that an allowance mufi be 
madey or few can befaved. 

Well then — are they who make this excufe, 
refolved to take the broad way? You know 
there are but two-y the narrow y which leadeth 
unto life; and the broady which leadeth to 
deftru6tion : fo faith our Saviour exprefsly ,* 
and tells us moreover, that they are but few, 
in comparifon, who take the narrow way, 
which leadeth unto life, becaufe it is unplea- 
fing to flefh and blood; while the other, be- 
caufe it is eafy, is moft chofen and thronged. 

It is but too plain, that fuch as make this 
excufe are in that way vvhich leadeth to de- 
ftruftion. The only queftion is, whether 
they are refolved to go on in it? Efpecially 
when they confider, that it certainly leadeth 
to that place, where their worm dieth not, and 
the fire is not quenched. 

. Is it for nothing that God has made this 

Jknown to us ? Is it not that we may awake 

.out of fleep? That we may fee the danger we 

* Matth. vii. 13. 

are 



348 PLEAS FOR LIVING IN SIN MADE VOID 

are in, and overcome all difficulties, for i 
few days, that we may efcape being miferable 
for ever? And that we may be encouraged to 
do fo, the Spirit of God has afTured us, that 
our reward (hall be great hereafter, our com-» 
fort in the mean time fuch as cannot be ex- 
prefTed, and that we (hall have fuch afliftahee 
as fliall enable us to overcome all difficulties. 
We have therefore but this choice, either td 
follow our own inclinations for a while, and 
he miferable for ever; or to obey the will of 
God, (though we meet with uneafinefs) that 
we may obtain his favour, and be eternally 
happy. And it is mere folly to expeft any 
other iflue of our obedience or difobedience. 
For thus God has dealt with men fince the 
world began: fuch as obeyed him with their 
whole heaits, found their advantage in it; 
and fuch as followed their own wicked ima- 
^nations, were rejefted of God, and delivered 
up to defl:ru6lion. 

Laftly. When no other excufe will do^ people 
are apt tojhelter themfehes under the mercy (f 
God^ and hope through his infinite goodnefs all 
will be well with them at laji^ though tbeyJhouU 
not do their beji to pleafe him. 

It is moft certain, that Mercy of God in 
Jefus Chrift is the only hope of fmful men ; 
but then it is ftrange premmption to hope 
that, becaufe God is good, I may therefore be 
more bold to provoke him; efpecially, after 
God has exprefsly declared how far and to 

whom 
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"whom his mercy fhall extend, who may and 
Tirho muft not depend upon it. In particu- 
lar> he has declared, that to the impenitent and 
Mnbdievers no mercy (hall be fhewn, whatever 
they may hope fon And that we may not 
xniftake his meaning, he has plainly told us, 
true penitents are fuch as bring forth fruits meet 

for repentance i and that true faith is fuch aspu^ 
rifietb the heart. "" So that if this word be the 
rule by which God will judge us, and by 
which we may judge whether we are out of 
fianger or not, we fee plainly, that the mercy 
of God will be of no advantage to us, while 
we knowingly tranfgrefs his laws. 

Nay; that this may be no cloak for our Jin, 
the Spirit of God has told us with what con- 
tempt God will treat thofe that, being often 
reproved, and called upon, do ftill harden 
their hearts till affliftion come upon them : 
I will laugh at your calamity y and mock when 
your fear cometh. 

And now you fee how much people may 
be miftaken; — how apt they are to deceive 
themfelves ; — how ram, and how prefumptu- 
ous, in concluding all may be well with them, 
without any warrant from God's word. And 
this fhould make us more cautious of truft- 
ing to zfalfe peace, a peace of mind without 
reafbn and without promife. 

What I mean is this: — Let us carefully 

'- iSxamine ourfelves, whether we do not depend 

« 7, Pet. i. %. 

upon 
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upon fome of thefe, or fome fuch like pre- 
tences, for our future happinefs? Always it- 
membering, that without holinefs no manJhaU j 
fee the Lord. That the duties of Chriftianity 
are indifpenfable. That God did never ex- 
cufe anv one of his fervants, from the b^in- 
ning or the world to this day, from obfenni^ 
them faithfully. That no man can ferve t'm 
majiers\ fo that it is in vain to call myfelf a 
fervant of God, when I do not the things 
which he has commanded. 

Let us confider farther, that if we meet wiA 
temptations, it was defigned we fhould do fe^ 
that we might thereby be obliged to depend 
more entirely upon God. That if we are 
fometimes at a lofs, it is fo ordered, that wc 
may look up to God for light and falvation. 
That if we lo^je darknefs rather than lights it is 
no wonder if we mifs our way, and are be- 
wildered. That if we want hearts to fct 
about the work of our falvation in good ear- 
neft, it is becaufe we know in our confciences, 
that we never fmcerely prayed to God to give 
us grace to do fo. That if we are carde6 
becaufe the reft of the world are fo, and hope 
to come off as well as others, it is becaufe we 
do not confider, that it will be no comfort 
to be damned for company, no more than it 
would be pleafure to be poor, or fick, or toiw 
mented here, for company. 

Let us confider a little farther: — That want 
of time can be no excufe in a Chriftian coun- 
try. 
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tiy, where one day in feven is fet apart for Ais 
buiinefs and none elfe. That want of capa- 
dty cannot be pretended, when we under- 
ftaiid things much more difficult to be known. 
That to put off the concern of our fouls to 
the laft, IS plainly to value them lefs than any. 
diin^ elfe. That to think ourfelves fafe, be-. 
cauie we do not fear any danger, is to be ig- 
: norant of a great truth, which is, that people 
* may be given over to a reprobate mind^ that 
is, a mind void of judgment. LafUy; that 
fuch pretences as thefe will rather increafe 
our guilt, than ferve to obtain our pardon, 
\ when we appear before God. And the con- 
; dufion will be, that he who feeks out excufes 
for not living as becomes the gofpel of 
\ Chrift, is only contriving how to fhut him- 
^ felf out of heaven. 

In one word; a man that is heartily con- 
r cemed for his falvation will afk himfelf this 
one fhort queflion. Why do I hope to befaved? 
He that dares not do this, may depend upon 
■-■ it, be is not in the way of falvation. And he 
r that is once fully perfuaded, that without a 
%.Jincere repentance^ a lively faiths and an un- 
' fi^S^^^ charity y he cannot be faved, will never 
think of making excufes to free himfelf from 
. thefe duties, and the fruit of them — holinefs of 
life. For a man to be at eafe upon any other 
account, or to hope that any thing in the 
world will atone for want of true piety, is to 
hope without reafon and without fcripture. 

This 
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This is what was necefTary to be (aid, to 
keep us from falfe hopes, and an un&fe peace 
of confcience; wluch that it may do, I com- 
mend it and you to the good blefling of God« 
And I befeech you, my beloved; remember 
this one thing, that all is vanity^ iefides taki^ 
eare of your fouls. 

Now to God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoft, be all honour and glory, &c. 




SERMON 



SERMON XX. 

THE CORRUPTION OF HUMAN NATURE, AND 
THE NECESSITY OP A REDEEMER. 



Luke v, 5. We have toiled all the Nighty and have 
taken nothing. 

AND fo we fiiall ever do, without thy grace and help, O Jefus. 
Enable me, therefore, I befeech Thee, to fpeak to the hearts and to 

' the capacities of thofe that hear me. Let me learn, and be able, 
from the fenfe of my own corruption and frailties, to pity fuch at 
are ignorant of the danger they are in ; to warn fuch as are careleft p 
and to comfort and diredl fuch as are weary with the burden of 
their fins, and lead them to Thee, their Redeemer; for thy merit** 
iake, O Blefled Saviour. Amen. 



ROMANS Vll. 24, 25. 



O WRETCHED MAN THAT I AM! WHO SHALL DELIVER 
ME FROM THE BODY OF THIS DEATH? . WBr% THE 
GRACE OF GOD, THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD.« 

THE meaning of thefe words will be fully 
underftood, if we look back to fbme 
vcrfes going before; particularly to verfe 18: 
Iknfm^ (that is, I feel by fad experience) that 
in me (that is, in my flefh) dwelletb no good 

■ See Pfalm Ixxxv. 9. Baruch iv. 4. John iii. l6. and xv. 4* 
Adb iv. 12. xiii. 26. Rom. iii.. 23. y. 8. vii. 1%% fcc* Gal. iiL zj» 
£ph. ii. 4- I Tim. i. 15. i John iv. 16. 

VOL. u A a thing:. 
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thing: for to will that which is ^ood, isprefent 
with me I that is, I eafily perceive it; out bow 
to perform that which is goodj I find mt\ that 
is, otmyfidf I am not able to do it. 

Now, it being thus with me, the good that I 
wouUj (that which my reafon approves) this 1 
do not} but the evil which I would not, (which 
my confdence tells me I ought not to do) 
this I do. This troubles me, grieves me, and 
makes me afraid for myfelf, and even forces 
me to cry out, O wretched man that lam! who 
Jhall deliver me from this body of death? (who 
Ihall free me from thefe bodily appetites, which 
enflave me, and expofe me to rum?) whofiaU 
deliver me? why; the grace of god, 
(vouchfafed unto mankind) through jesus 
CHRIST our lord ; this wiU deliver evcrv mai^ 
who fincerely lays hold of it, from tne fla- 
very of thofe fins which do fo eafily befet us. 

Now I fhall take occafion, from thefe 
words, to lay before you, 

Firjii The great corruption of human 
nature. 

2dly. The great danger we are in on that 
account, 

2,dly. This will ftiew the neceflity and blels- 
ing of a Redeemer. 

^hly. We fhall then fee plainly, the great 
love of God in fending his Son to redeem us^ 

^thly. We fhall confider the great obliga- 
tions this love of God lays upon Chriftians. 

And 
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Arid, la^lyj The dreadful condition of all 
ftich as negleft or d^ife this great mercy of 
God vouchfafed to men. 

Believe it, Chiiftians, that what I am going 
to fay to you upon thefe heads will be worthy 
of your moft ferious attention. They are 
trums on which our falvation depends,' and 
therefore I would prefs them upon your hearts 
with all imaginable plainnefs, as well as ear^ 
nefbiefs. 

I. Let us firft confider the great carruptim 
^our nature \ the knowledge of this being the 
joimdation of all true religion. They that bi 
vgbok^ (faith our Redeemer) need not aphyficianf 
but they that arefick: thefe, and thefe only, 
will defire and value the help that is offered 
them. Jefus Chrift, (faith the prophet Ifaiah, 
Ixi. I.) when he cometh, will preach gladti-- 
dings — but to whom? why, to the meehy for 
fuch only would be difpofed to receive his mef^ 
fage: He would bind up the broken-hearted^ for 
flich only would be glad of help: He would 
proclaim liberty to the captives^ for fiich only as 
are fenfible ot the bondage of fin will be glad 
to be fet at liberty. 

It was fuch as thefe that our Lord invited, 
when he faid, Come unto me^ all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden with the burden of your 
fins, and I will give you reft. 

In fhort 5 wherever the gofpel was preached> 

all fuch as feared God, and were in fear for 

themfelves, when they were told of a judgment 

A a 2 to 
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to come J thefe reodved tifie gor()el with a glad 
heart, as (hewing them the way to obtain par- 
don and happinefs. Whilft alltbepraUa, as 
the &rie prophet Ipeaks, andfucb as do vith' 
edty^ fearing no evit^ to fuch the gofpel wonU 
be preached without efFeft. 

Now; my defigh, in the firft place, is^ to 
raife in ybiir hearts the fame Concern and ftar 
which the apoftle fuppofeth every man wiH 
have, who fets himfelf ferioufly to confider his 
condition by nature, and without a Redeemer. 

Our firft parents were moft certainly created 
innocent and upright, able and difpofed to 
obey any command that God (hould think 
good to give them. 

We are very fure it is not fo with us now. 
Every one for himfelf knows, that matters arc 
wretchedly amifs with us, until by the grace 
of God our nature is changed for the better. 
Whoever will be at the pains to look into his 
own heart, will find this corruption of natoie 
difcovering itfelf upon all occafions. For in- 
ftance: we readily acknowledge the jufticc of 
the laws of God, and yet we find an unwil- 
lingnefs in ourfelves to obey them. We know 
that we want both knowledge, and grace, and 
help, from God, and yet we afk them but 
feldom, and with indifference. We cannot 
but own, that we live upon God's bounty and 
bleffmg, and yet we can hardly find in our 
hearts to be thankful. We pfofefs to be- 
lieve, that God fees all our •a6Hons, and yet we 

ait 
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are too apt to fin as prefumptuoufly as if he 
were an idol, who could neither reward nor 
punifh us. In one word; we hear what he 
has threatened without fear, and fee his jvdg-^ 
ments upon others, without fo much as think- 
ing how foon it may be our own cafe. 

Thefe are defperate diforders, whatever peor 
pie think of them. But thefe are not all the 
proofs of a corrupt nature. We are forced 
to ftmggle hard with ourfelves to do what we 
Jmow to be not only omv duty^ but our intereji 
to do. The Lord our Maker, we confefs, has 
a right to be loved, tp be feared, to be der 
INcnded upon. Can we fay with any truth 
that we are natuijally difpofed to love, to fear, 
and to put our whole truft in him? Dp wp 
not find in ourfelves too great an indiflFerence 
for the glorious promifes God has made us; 
and do not we difcover a very little fear for 
his terrible threatenings ? 

Our own experience may convince us, that 
we are apt to have a much greater concern for 
oijr bodies than for our fouls; for this life, 
th^n for that which is to come; for earth, 
tfean for heaven. 

If our reafon does fometimes get the better 
ftf our corrupt affefitions, and we refolve to 
dp what we believe will pleafe God, yet how 
ipon do we forget our good refolutions ! One 
day condemning ourfelves for having done 
amifs; and the next day running into the 
fame mifcarriages, and falling into the fins 
we fo lately repented of. If 
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If we look into the world, we fee nothing, 
in a manner, but fin and cUforder. We fee 
too manv who live without God in the world^ 
committing all imquity with greedinefs; upon 
whom no reaibn, no ar^iunents, wiU prerail, 
to hinder them from ruining themfdves to all 
eternity. 

Even amongft thofe who pretend to live in 
the fear of God, how many do we £ec, upon 
whom his laws have little or no influence! 
Do not we fee, for example, that niany--too 
many — muft be forced by human laws, and 
the puniftiments that attend them, to do what 
they know in their confciences they ought to 
do; to do juftice to their neighbour; to make 
iatisfaftion to thofe that they have wronged? 

How many are there, who make a mack of 
fin, though they know that it muft be moft 
difpleafing to God ; and make a jeft of damna- 
tion, which ought to make the ftouteft heart 
to tremble; who are not content to be wicked 
themfelves, but take pains to corrupt others! 
And (without giving any more proofs of the 
corruption of nature) do not too, too many 
live, as if they did not believe there is a Go4 
either to reward or punifh them ? 

All thefe pretend to reafbn; and indeed 
God has given all men reafon. But lufts and 
paflions will corrupt and blind our reafbn; 
what then would become of the wifeft of 
men, if God did not help us by his Spirit 
^nd by his grace? 

You 
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You fee, Chriftians, what we are by nature, 
what men are capable of, what they would 
be, when God leaves them to themfelves, and 
to their own natural corruption. You Ihall 
now fee, 

II. The very great danger we are in on tf^at 
accounts if God fhould leave us to ourfelves, 
and to our own natural powers- 

When one looks into the world, and fees 

the generality of people without any concern 

and fear for themfelves, and for what may 

come hereafter, one cannot but conclude, 

furely they do not know the danger they are in. ' 

This is indeed the root of all our mifery. 
We are in the way of ruin, and do not mind 
it. We are afraid of laying things to heart, 
left they fhould make us uneafy ; and our mis* 
fortune is, that we are not (the generality of 
Chriflians) fo uneafy as we fhould be. 

For who can, who ought, to be eafy, that 
knows, that confiders, the danger to which his 
corrupt nature expofes him? For as fuch, in 
the firft place, he is under the difpleafure of 
God, and, without God's help and grace, he 
muft continue fo unto his life's end; foraf-* 
much as no man can change, can meiid a 
corrupt nature, by a reafon and will that are 
both corrupt. 

Now God can take no pleafure in any man, 
until his nature be mended; till then he is an 
enemy to God, and under the government of 
jS^tan. This we learn from the commiflion 

which 
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vihkh the apoftles hiad from Chrift himfelf,^ 
which was, To preach the go/pel to the beatbeiu^ 
in order to turn them from darknefs to iigbt, and 
from the power of Satan unto God. 

What the power of Satan is» we learn from 
many inftances of fcripture; and we fee with 
our own eyes the fa4 e^^s of his power upon 
thofe who are under his eovemment, and vdn 
are led captive by him at bis will. 

In fhort; thefe are the evils which, as faHcn 
cifeatures, we are, every foul of us, fiibjedbto; 
A corrupt heart; the malice and power of 
wicked fpirits; a pronenefs to evil continual- 
ly; the temptations of an evil world; a weak- 
nefs of nature which cannot withftand them; 
a certain profpe6t of death; the fears of a 
judgment to come; the continual dread of the 
fentence then to be pafled upon finners; and, 
laftly, the affurance that we cannot poffibly 
deliver ourfelves out of this fad condition. 

The thoughts of thefe things are enough to 
make the ftouteft heait to tremble, ai^ to 
diftraft the wifeft man living, if the God of 
mercy had not propofed a way to deliver us 
out (tf the dangers that threaten us. 

Thefe dangers I have fet before you— not 
to drive you to defpair, but— to awaken us aU 
into a juft fenfe of the unh^py ftate we art 
in without the blefling of a Redeemer. 

III. The necefjity and blejfing of a Redeemer^ 
we now come to confider. 

* Adls xxvi. 18. 

Nqwj 
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Now ; every thoughtful perfon may be con- 
vinced, that as fallen creatures we muft have 
forfeited all the favours which God defigned 
us at our creation. That we loft that Holy 
Spirit by which our fouls were united to God, 
and by which we had power to know and to 
do whatever God fhould require of us. That 
by the lofs of that Holy Spirit, our reafon be- 
came infufficient to guide us ; our will and 
our affeiSlions became ungovernable, fo that 
lof courfe we became fubjeft to all manner of 
wickednefs. That, while this was our condi- 
tion, God could take no pleafure in us, and 
we had nothing to expeft but the punifhment 
due to our offences. And laftly, that we could 
not, by any thing we could do, help ourfelves 
put of this fad condition. 

Now, does not all this fhew us the abfolute 
neceflity of a Redeemer 5— of one, who could 
undertake to make fatisfaftion for our offences 
to the Divine Juftice; — of one, who could 
plead vdth God for his loft creatures, who 
could prevail with him to forgive us, and to 
pBceive us again into his favour? 

Who does not fee the neceflity of fome one, 
who could let us know upon what terms God 
would forgive us^ who could fhew us the 
way and means of falvation; who could give 
us that Holy Spirit which we had loft, to help 
us to regain our former happy ftate; of one, 
who could help us to fubdue all our enemies 
ipir^tual and temporal; who could fet us an 

example 
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example how we ought to live fo as to plea& 
God; and laftly, one who (hould be able to 
deliver us from the wrath to come? 

Now all this our Redeemer, our Lord Jcfiis 
Chrifl, has done for us. He has ^ven us die 
greatefl afTurance that, for his fake, God will 
be reconciled to us; iJiat he will accept of 
our repentance when we have done amiis; 
that he will treat us, as he would have done 
our firft parents, had they not fo grievoufly 
offended him, if we will but be governed by 
him; that he will give us his Holy Spirit, to 
fanftify and mend our corrupt nature; and, 
what is the moft aftonifhing mercy, he has 

Prevailed with God to make us everlaftingly 
appy, if, during this fhort life of trial, wc 
will but do our beft to fit ourfelves for that 
happy ftate. 

And laftly, to magnify this bleffing, every 
one, from the firft man to the laft that fliall 
be bom, may have an intereft in this bleffing, 
if he lofe it not by his own fault. 

IV. Now let us confider the great lave of 
God J in fending his own Son to be our Redeemer. 
— Got/ (faith our Redeemer) yi loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whofoever 
believeth in himfhould not perifhj but have ever^ 
lafiing life.^ 

That our hearts may be touched with a 
fenfe of this mighty bleffing, let us confider 
ourfelves as poor, wretched, finful creatures, 
in the pert^n way to ruin, utterly unable t© 

* John iii, 16. help 
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help ourfelves. Then let us look unto God, 
who has millions of millions of creatures 
better than the heft of us, who never ofiended 
him, always ready to ferve and glorify him. 
What can we think could move this great God 
not to overlook this vile part of his creation, 
but to give his own Son for their redemp- 
tion? Why, verily, this love of God pafleth 
our comprehenfion ; nor could we have be- 
Heved it, had not this his Son laid down his 
life to afTure us of his Father's love for his 
poor creatures. 

This love of God, this tender concern fpr 
loft mankind, will appear ftill more furprifing, 
when we confider, that he made this his only 
Son to become fubjedl to the law made for 
finners, and to all the miferies and affli6tions 
which finners deferve and are fubjeft to 5 to 
poverty y to contempt , toforrow, to pairij and to 
death after all, in order to dehver us from 
eternal death. 

I know there can be no cafe on earth to be 
compared to this Love of God, in order to 
raife our value for fo great a bleffing. 

However, let us imagine, how we fliould 
value one who had delivered us out of a curfed 
flayery, and paid our ranfom ; or one who had 
hazarded his own life, to fave any one of us 
from certain death ? And has not our graci- 
ous God done this, and much more than this, 
|or us ? But how few are afFefted, as they 

ought 
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ought to be, with this amazing inftance of 
love, mercy, and goodnefs! 

I will but juft mnt to you fbme inftances oi 
his mercy in this difpenfation, in which he has 
had a merciful regard to all our diforders. 

God knew that our reafon, corrupted by 
our paflions, was not able to lead us in the 
way we fhould go; for as the Spirit of God* 
afTures us, and we find it by &a experience 
There is a way which feemetb right unto a nuuij 
but the end thereof are the ways of death. God 
has therefore given us fafe and infallible rules 
to walk by, to lead us to heaven and hap- 
pinefs. He knew how apt we are to go 
aftray; he has therefore promifed, for our 
Redeemer's fake, to accept of our repentance. 
He knew the weaknefs of our nature, and the 
difficulties, and enemies, we had to ftruggle 
with; he therefore offers us the affiftance erf 
his Almighty Spirit. 

In fhort: the greateft fmner may be fure 
of pardon, if it is not purely his own fault; 
the weakeft Chriftian may depend upon all 
the affiftance that he can poffibly want; the 
meaneft fervant of Chrift may be affiired that 
he will not be overlooked; and every Chrif- 
tian has a fure promife that his labour fhall 
not be in vain m the Lord. This will lead 
\is to another particular: 

V, To confider what obligations this great 
fove of God lays upon Chrijiians. 

«* Prov. 3MV. I^ 

Do 
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Do tiot imagine, Chriftians, that God in- 
tended that all this love fhould be loft iipon 
us, or that he expe6ls no other fruits of his 
Son's labours and fufFerings, befides a bare 
profeffion of gratitude. JVoe be to that man 
who aBs as if he thinks fo! 

We do indeed, in bur daily devotions, give 
God thanks in a very particular manner ^r 
bis inejiimable love in the redemption of the world 
by our Lordjefus Chriji^ — a love which paffeth 
all poffible expreffions and acknowledgment 
on our part. But what will this fignify, if 
in our works we deny him; if in our lives we 
are like heathens, not knowing or not valuing 
the bleffing of a Redeemer? 

What then does God expe£l from us, on 
account of this mighty love? Why; that we 
(hould a£l like reafonable creatures, like peo- 
ple who know they are upon their trial, and 
that this is for etemity; who may be happy 
if it is not their own fault, and who will be 
miferable beyond redemption, if they clofe 
not with this offer of mercy. 

God expefts, therefore, that we fhould glo- 
rify him in our lives for this his great good- 
nefs ; that we fhould convince the world that 
we do really believe the things we profefs to 
believe, by working out our falvation with 
fear, with a concern anfwerable to what we 
hope for, or what we fear. He expefts that 
we fhould remember what manner of love he 
had for us, that we fhould be called the Sons 

of 
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of God. That we (hould refolve with thofe 
mentioned in the Book of Wifdom, [xv, 2.] 
We will not fin^ knowing that we are accounted 
thine. That we fliould not debaie ourielveSt 
by becoming the fervants of Satan, from whofe 
dominion we have been redeemed by the prcf 
cious blood of his dear Son; but (hoidd let 
the love of God conftrain us to Ihew our gra- 
titude, by fruits worthy of fo great a mercy; 
efpecially in thefe dangerous days, wherein 
the name of Chrift is blafphemed, and his fuf- 
ferings not valued by unbelievers, occafioned 
chiefly by the bad lives of Chriftians ; but then 
they are fuch Chriftians as are certain to be 
fhut out of heaven, for being as bad as infidels. 

There is one other obligation which the 
Spirit of God has laid upon all fuch as value 
the blefling of a Redeemer : If Godfo loved us^ 
we ought alfo to love one another.^ This is to 
be the motive and the pattern of our love for 
our neighbour, T^his command we have from 
Gody that he who loveth Cody do love his neigh- 
bour alfoJ This leads us to confider in the 
laft place, 

VI. The fad condition of thofe who negleSt^ or 
defpife^ this mercy of God. 

It is the Spirit of God who hath declared, 
That there is none other name under heaven given 
among men^ whereby we muft be favedy but onfy 
the name of our Lord Jefus Chriji.^ So that 
whoever does not lay hold of this means of 

• z Jolm iv. zx. ' X John iv. ax. « Adls iv. la. 

falvation. 
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talvBtion, muft undoubtedly pciifh to all 
eternity. 

If you wonder how it is poffible for any 
man who knows this to hazard his foul to aU 
eternity, the apoftle will give you the true 
rca&n:^ The God of this world hath blinded the 
minds of them that believe not. 

Little do wicked men and unbelievers think, 
that Satany the God of this worlds is he who is 
perpetually fuggefting to them fuch things as 
weaken and deftroy their faith, fuch pleafures 
as blind their underftandings, fuch ways of 
living as lead them diredlly to hell. And yet 
it is certainly fo; he hath blinded their eyes, 
£) that they cannot fee the confequence of 
abufed mercy, nor the fad condition of being 
given over to a reprobate mind\ though there 
IS no condition more dreadful, than for a 
man to be fubjeft to the juftice of God, with- 
o\it any intereft in his mercy. This made 
David, (though in the main a good man) tliis 
made him mourn fo bitterly, when, through 
the corruption of his nature, he had grievoufly 
offended God: I am fore troubled \ mine iniqui- 
ties are an heavy burthen', I go mourning all the 
day long. What a dreadful condition had he 
been in, even to eternity, had there been no 
facrifice for fm ? And, indeed, there was none 
un^er the law for fuch fms. as his was, as he 
himfelf acknowledges; nor would his trou- 
bled fpirit, his broken and contrite heart, 
have^been accepted for his pardon, but only 

^ 2 Cor. iv. 4* for 
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for the fake of Jefus Chrift, the Redeemer 
of all from the foundation of the world. 

In one word : We may, if we will but con- 
fider, we may jud^e how fad our condiliQa 
and danger is, without a Redeemer9 by the 
way which God has made ufe of to fave us 
from ruin. Nothing in the decrees of God, 
nothing could fave us, but the fending of his 
own Son to lay down his life for us. 

I have fet before you, Chriftians, the great 
diforders we are by nature fubjeft to; de 
great hazard we are in on that account; the 
only fure remedy we have to tiiift to; the 
great goodnefs of God in pitying our fad con- 
dition; what he requires in return for this 
mercy; and the fad confequence of not cb- 
fing with his gracious defigns for our good. . 

Great kindneffes, or great judgments, -arc 
the ufual methods by which God reduces his 
poor wandering creatures. By which of thefc 
methods will you wifh to be dealt with? I 
have fet before you the greateft inftance'of 
love, goodnefs, mercy, and kindnefs, that was 
ever fhewed to men or angels. If this does 
not work upon you, ahd if ever you hope to 
be faved, you have nothing to look for, but to 
be reclaimed from the ways of fin by fevere 
judgments. But this is not what God de- 
lights in; he would hzst his goodnefs ^ and that 
only^ to lead men to repentance. 

Few people can be eafy without fomething 
which they call religion. For God's lake 

remember. 
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remember this truth : that no religion will be 
of ufe to us, which does not mend our cor- 
rupt nature, and by doing fo reftore us to the 
favour of God; which does not bring us to 
love him for his goodnefs to us, and to ftrive 
to glorify him by leading a Chriftian life; by 
an humble dependance on his providence, and 
fubmiffion to his will; and by doing good in 
our generation. Without this, all our reli- 
gion is vain, and we fliall ftill be in the way 
of perdition. 

Have a care, Chriftians, of a delufion which 
too many are in danger of being ruined by, 
by fancying that the corruption of their na- 
ture will be fome excufe for their unchriftian 
lives. God commands us certain duties; he 
offers us all neceflary afliftance; he projpofes 
-tp reward us according to our fincere endea- 
vours to obey him. To fay after this, we are 
alljinnersj and who can help it? without refbl- 
ving that moment to repent and amend, is an 
affront to our dear Redeemer, and a doing 
defpite to the Spirit of Grace. 

We are ready enough to own the blefling of 
a redeemer^ when we only confider Jefus Chiift 
as coming into the world to fave finners ; aS 
being our advocate with God to accept of our 
repentance. But we fhould always remember, 
that he is alfo our lawgiver y and that we muft 
obey his laws, or he will be no blefling to us. 

You fee therefore, to whom our Redeemer 
will be a blefling; even tojfuch as by a faving 

VOL. I. B B faith, 
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faith, and a fincere obedience, do fuflfer them- 
felves to be made partakers of a divine nature. 

And now, before I conclude, I nxuft advifc 
you of two ways by which Satan will attempt 
to divert you from making a profitable ufe 
of fuch dodlrines as thefe; either hfe tempts 
Chriftians to defpair, and out of a deep fenfc 
of their corruption to cry out, O wretched 
creature that I am^ who Jhall deliver mefrm 
the Jin that does hefet me? Or he tempts Qiem 
to believe, that fince Chrift came into the 
world to fave finners, it is a very eafy thing 
to be faved. Thefe are both of them very 
dangerous delufions. ♦ 

Jefus Chrift did indeed come into the world 
to fave finners ; but what fort of finners? 
Why, fuch as do forfake their fins, and fully 
purpofe to lead holy lives for the time to come. 
But as for fuch as depend upon a bare out- 
ward performance of the duties of Chrif- 
ftianity; who comfort themfelves with being 
able to fay, JVe have eaten and drank at thy tables 
and we are called by thy name\ our Lord him- 
felf has declared what judgment he will pafs 
upon fuch Chriftians: Depart from me\ I 
know you not.' A fentence (believe it, Chrif- 
tians !) that fhould make the very beft of us 
examine, whether our lives and our works do 
anfwer our outward profeflion. 

As for fuch finners as are truly afraid fot 
themfelves; who fincerely lament the corrup- 
tion of their nature, and out of an eameft de- 

* Luke xjii. zy, iirC 
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firfe to pleafe God cry out, whojhall deliver me 
Jrom this body of death? let fuch always re- 
member what follows, / thank God, through 
yefus Chriji\ that is, for his fake, God wilK 
deliver me from the evil efFefls of the corrup- 
tion of my nature, from the power of the 
devil, and from eternal death. 

If it be fo, you will be apt to a(k. Why 
then are there few that be faved? The cafe is 
fad, but plain : people w^ill not fear for them- 
felves; they will not part with their fins, nor 
lay hold of the mercy offered them. 

But may every finner (fays the defpondirig 
Chriftian) be confident, that God will pardon 
thofe who have fo many ways offended him? 
Take an anfwer — not from me, but — from the 
Son of God himfelf, who has declared even 
with an oath, Verily, all fins jhall be forgiven 
unto thefons of men, ^ 

Why fhould any, the moft fearful, Chrif- 
tian imagine, that that divine fhepherd, who 
wiA fo much love and pains came to feek his 
loft ftieep, that he will turn his back upon 
one that cries after him for help; that he 
would lay down his life for his meep, and 
after that rejecl them. Let not the moft dif- 
coniblate Chriftian entertain fuch imkind 
thoughts of God, and of our good Redeemer. 
Rather let us comfort ourfelves, under the 
moft defponding thoughts, with the argument 
of the apoftle:* If when we werefinners and 

^ Mark iii. a8. ' Rom. v. lo. 
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enemies to Gody nioe were reconciled to Jnm by the i 
death of bis Sony much more being reconciled^ we 
Jhall befaved by bim; for be ever livetb to make | 
interceffion for us. 

And now, let mt leave this one truth upon 
your minds; it is a truth as certain as that 
tliis [the bible] is the word of God— -That 
unlels our corrupt nature be mended before j 
we die, we (hall never go to heaven» never \ 
be happy. 

May the good Spirit of God fix thefe truths 
in all our hearts, for Jefus Chrift's fake! 

To whom with the Father and that Holy 
Spirit, be afcribed all* honour and glory, now 
and for ever. Amen. 
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SERMON XXI. 

ST. MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS. 

THE NATURE, THE POWER, AND THE MALICE OF 
EVIL SPIRITS; AND THE NECESSITY OF A STEP- 
FAST FAITH IN THE PROTECTION OF GOD. 



MARK V. 13. 

AXfD FORTHWITH JESUS GAVE THEM LEAVE. AND THE 
UNCLEAN SPIRITS WENT OUT, AND ENTERED INTO 
THE SWINE:' AND THE HERD RAN VIOLENTLY DOWN 
A STEEP PLACE INTO THE SEA, (THEY WERE ABOUT 
TWO THOUSAND) AND WERE CHOAKED IN THE SEA,» 

THE church has appointed this fejlivaly 
that we may not Forget that there are 
other beingSy befides thofe we every day fee and 
converfe with, with which we are greatly con- 
cerned; the word of God afluring us, that 
both good and bad angels are appointed or per- 
mitted by God, the one to fuccour and derend 
us, the other to hurt and ruin us whenever we 
take ourfelves from under his protedtion. 

Sometimes we are apt to afcribe too much 
power to evil fpirits, and to be too much afraid 
of thofe whom we fu^e6t to have dealings 
with them. And fometimes we defpife them 

* See Ecclus. xxxix. a8. Luke x. 17. John xiii. 47. a Cor. ii^ 
io. Ephef. ii. %• James iv. 7. Rev. xii. i%. 
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and their power, as if we had nothing tx> fear 
from them. We are in the wrong m both 
thefe extremes. 

The hiftory, which I am going to explain 
to you will give us a better account of thdc 
matters. It is mentioned by three of the 
Evangelifts, as a fubjeft which the Chriilian 
world ought to be well acquainted with; ib 
that you may be fure it is your duty to know 
and underftand what God has revealed to us 
concerning the nature, the power, the num- 
ber, and the malice, of thofe evil fpirits that 
are about us, and how we may be fecure from 

any evil they can do to us. The hiftoiy 

is this : 

There met Jefus a man poffeffed with a le- 
^on of devils. His condition was very mifcr- 
able; he was night and day in the mounts 
and in the tombs, crying and cutting himfelf 
with ftones ; he had been often bound with 
fetters and chains, but to no purpofe; he 
plucked them afunder, neither could any man 
tame him. Jefus, feeing him in this condition, 
had compaflion on him, and commanded the 
evil fpirits to leave him. They knew they 
muft obey, but they befought him that they 
might go into an herd of fwine, that were 
feeding hard by ; the very nature of them being 
to do mifchief whenever they are permitted. 
Jefus, that he might convince the world 
how dreadful their malice is, and how great 
their power, when left to themfelves, and not 

reftrained 
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reftraincd by God, therefore gave them leave: 
ami behold y the "whole herd of fwine ran violently 
down ajleep place into thefea^ andperijhed in the 
haters. And that very legion of evil fpirits, 
which juft before could not deftroy one poor 
man, (their power being limited by God) can 
now deftroy with eafe two thoufand other 
creatures, having obtained leave fo to do. 

When Jefus was about to leave this place, 
Jie that had been poffeffed with the devils be- 
fought hi'm that he might be with him; fear- 
ing, very probably, that the devils and his 
diforders might return, when once his deli- 
verer ftiould be gone and at a diftance from 
him; but Jefus fufFered him not to go with 
him, but bade him go home to his friends, and 
tell them how great things the Lord had done 
for him. From which he would have us to 
learn, that the eyes of the Lord are in every 
place, and that his providence is fufEcient fe- 
curity againft all attempts of the devil, pro- 
vided- we are but in the way of our duty. 

Now; from this hiftory we leam three 
truths of great importance. 

iji. That the devil is a fpirit of great 
malice, and great power. 

2.dly. That both his malice and power are 
altogether under the government of God. 

And, 2,dly. That God often permits him 
to do great mifchief for the punifhment of 
wicked men, and for the trial of the faith of 
good men. 

I. And 



376 THE NATURSy THE FOWSR, AMU 

I. And firft; That the devil is a fpirit of 
great power and malice^ is made known to us 
as often almofl: as he is fpoken of in the hxAj 
fcriptures. St.PauP expreffes his power after 
this manner; JVe wreftle not againftfiejh and 
Hood, that is, againft men like ouriHves, tut 
againji the rulers of the darknefs of this world, 
againft wicked fpiritSy who endeavour all that 
is poflible to make men as wicked as them- 
felves. And St. Petei* likens him to a 
roaring lion^feeking whom he may devour ^ that 
is, whom he may be permitted to deftroy. Bt 
was a murderer from the beginning, faith our 
Lord, John viii. 44. And Rev. xii. 9, he is 
faid to deceive the whole world. 

And, becaufe we are more afFe6led with 
what we fee or hear to be done by him, this 
hiflory is recorded, that we may not want 
fufficient evidence of what he can do. 

Having got pofleffion of the poor man, h 
had no longer reji. Being forced by the com- 
mand of Chrift to leave this habitation, his 
malice went as far as he knew it would be 
fuffered to go; for getting pofleffion of the 
fwine, they were immediately every one de- 
flroyed. 

Now; this miracle being the only one of 
all that Jefus wrought, which brought any 
thing that looked like an injury to any man, 
we may be fure it was permitted, in order to 
fix a lafting imprefTion and remembrance upon 
all that fhould hear of it, what great power 

* Ephcf. VI. la. « Chap. v. 8. thc 
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the devil ha? when he is let lcx)fe to do what 
he pleafes. And it was well even for thefe 
very people who loft their goods, that they 
knew the power of evil fpirits by fuch a judg- 
ment as this. For the devil could as eafily 
have deftroyed two thoufand of them^ as two 
thoufand of their fwine, had God permitted 
him to have ufed his power. 

II. For being entirety under the government of 
Gody be can do nothing without God s permijjion. 

The text faith, Jefus gave them leave^ to 
aflure us, that without his leave they had no 
power. And in the book and hiftory of Job, 
It is revealed to us, that the evil fpirit has no 
power to exercife his malice but when he hath 
exprefs leave from God: Haji not thou made a 
fence about him, and about all that he hath?"" 
This that the devil complained of was Job's 
fecurity; but when God gave the word, Be^ 
hold, all that he has is in thy power i^ we fee 
what (hort work the devil made of all that 
the world calls happinefs. He left him nei- 
ther eftate, nor child, nor health, nor friend, 
except God on]y; in whofe providence, not- 
withftanding his fevere affli6^ions, he conti- 
nued to put his truft, and in the end it turned 
to account, and for his good. 

And our Lord told St. Peter, Behold, Satan 

has defired to have you, that he may jift you as 

wheat: but I have prayed for thee ^ that thy faith 

fail ;?(?if ;^— that God wofuld deliver thee from 

* Job i. 10. ** Job i. lat f Luke xxii. 31. 

that 
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that great trial and temptation; and accord- 
ingly he was delivered by the grace of God; 
though God fufFered Satan to proceed fo far 
as to make St. Peter to deny his Lord againft 
his moft folemn promifbs and refolutions. 
But then this was to ihew us two thines ; firfi^ 
what poor weak creatures we are when left 
to ourfelves, and to Satan to govern us; and 
fecondly^ that the devil's malice is reftrained hj 
God, who permits him to makeufe of juftlo 
much malice as will anfwer God's ends, and 
ferve his glory. 

III. That God permits the devil to makeufe 
of both his malice and power ^ for the trial of 
good mcn^ and for the punijhment of the wicked^ 
is what we now come to confider, and to 
prove by the word of God. 

And in the firft place, this is what the Spirit 
of God foretold the church of Smyrna:^ Fear 
none of thofe things which thoujhaltfuffer. Be- 
hold:, the devil will caji fome of you into prifon^ 
that ye may be tried. Be thou faithful unto deaths 
and I will give thee a crown of life. 

This was the cafe of Job, and this was the 
great miftake of his friends, who thought 
that punifliment was always for the faults of 
him that fuifered. And yet our bleffed Sa- 
viour, by the decree of God, was to be the 
moft afflifted, while he was the moft innocent 
of men. And his apoftle St. Paul had a 
melTenger of Satan, that is, a difeafe, by God's 
permiffion, infticled on him by Satan, to pre- 
' Rev. ii. lo. vent 
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vent that pride which otherwife would have 
ruined him.^ 

In all thefe cafes, good men have a (lire 
promife to fupport their fpirits: God is faith* 
fuU "^ho will notjuffer you to be tempted above 
what ye are able\ but will with the temptation 
alfo make a way to efcape^ that ye may be able to 
bear it^ 

But then this is not always the defign of 
God's permitting the devil to have his liberty 5 
it is very often to punifh the wicked, that he 
takes off his reftraining power. He caji upon 
Jinners (faith the Pfalmift') the Jiercenefs of his 
anger y by fending evil angels among them. And 
God had no fooner decreed to deftroy Ahab for 
his wickednefs, but an evil fpirit forthwith 
undertakes to bring him to deftru6lion,^ by 
becoming a lying fpirit in the mouth of all his 
prophets, whofe advice he followed to his ruin. 

By this time you will perceive, good Chrif- 
tians, that God has mercifully provided for 
our inftru6lion, in preferving this hiftory in 
all its particulars for the ufe of his church. 
Here is the great power and malice of the 
devil. Here is the providence of God re- 
ftraining and limiting him, how far he fhall 
go, and no farther. Here is God's fovereignty 
over all creatures, let who will be the owners 
of them. Laftly; here is the miferable ftate 
of thofe that are under the power of the devil, 

« % Cor. xii. 7, 8. ' i Cor. x. 13. 
^ Pfal. ixxviii. 49* ^ x. Kings xxii. ax. 

and 
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and are led captive by him at his wilL All 
thefe things are fet forth in this hiftory, fo as 
to affect our minds after the moft fenfible 
manner. 

You cannot think that this hiftory was re- 
corded by three Evangelifts, only to enterfaun 
our curiofity, only to be read and forgot, and 
the thoughts of it laid afide. Pray then, let 
us confider the ufe we ought to make of what 
at prefent you have heard. 

And firft, the power of Evil Spirits is made 
known to us, in order to make us more careful 
of our ways, left they get an advantage over 
us. Befober^ be vigilant y (faith the apoftW) 
becaufe you?' adverfary the devil y as a roaring liony 
walketh about feeking whom he may devour. If 
people will live as if they had no enemies, 
notwithftanding the warning God has given 
them, their ruin is plainly of themfelves. 

We have need, you fee, to mind the apoftle's 
direftionj:, To put on the whole armour of Gody 
that IV e may be able tojland againji the wiles of 
the devil."^ Particularly, a Jiedfaft faith in the 
power of Gody which will oblige us to depend 
upon him as a child upon his father, and not 
fufFer us to doubt either his good-will, or his 
readinefs to fuccour us. 

The text faith, Jefus gave them leave. You 
fee then that without God's leave they can- 
not hurt the meaneft of his creatures. How 
careful then fhould we all be to put ourfelves, 

» I Pet. V. 8. ^ Eph.vi. la. 

and 
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and all that belong to us, under God's pro- 
tc6lion every day of our^Uves j how eafy and 
fecure when we have done fo! Being well af- 
lured, that it is not in the 'power of the devil, 
or his agents, to go any farther than God per- 
mits them. 

You fee, thirdly, how careful we Ihould be, 
not to grieve the Holy Spirit ^ by which we are 
fealed unto the day of redemption. For when 
the Spirit of God forfakes us, there are other 
Ipirits very ready to take the government of 
us. It is faid of Saul, that when thefpirit of 
the Lord departed from him, an evilfpirit from 
the Lord troubled him\ and it may be as truly 
faid of all wicked men, that when they forfake 
God, God will forfake them, and then they 
are under the power of the deviL 

And indeed all the world are under the go- 
vernment of God and his good angels, or un- 
der the direftion of Satan and his evil fpirits^ 
and therefore, before we are received into the 
church of Chrift, we do folemnly renounce 
the devil at our baptifm; by which facrament 
we are put under the immediate government 
of God and his good angels, who are by God 
appointed ta minifter unto them that are heirs 
of falvation/ Now, if we force thefe good 
angels to forfake their charge, there are others 
always ready to take us agdn into their power* 

And here I fhall take occafion to explain 
the meaning of two paffages in the New Tef- 
tament, and of fpeaking upon a fubjeft which 

" X Sam. xvi. 14* * Heb. i. i4« IS 
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is not fo well underftood by Chiiftians as it 
ought to be. The pafTages I mean are, i 
Tim. i. 20. and i Cor. v. 5 ; in both which 
places we have mention made of deliverif^ 
nvicked men to Satan. 

Now, becaufe this is laughed at by pro-, 
fane people, who do not know the Scriptures, 
I will fliew you what this means. 

The Spirit of God then tells us, that the 
devil hath a kingdom and fubjefts, over which 
he reigns; that is, over the children of difoht- 
dience: And that Jefus Chrift has alfo lus 
kingdom and fubjefts, even all that obey bis 
laws. And therefore, when the apoftles and 
minifters of Chrift gained any of the fubjefts 
of Satan unto Chrift, they are faid in fcrip- 
ture, to turn them from darknefs to light , and 
from the power of Satan unto God. 

Now; when any of Chrift's fubjefts fhall 
become rebellious, and refufe to obey his laws, 
Tiis minifters are direfted to admonifti them of 
their fin, and of the diftionour they do their 
Prince and Saviour; and if they fhall refufe 
their godly admonitions, then they are to turn 
them out of the church, that is, that fociety 
which Chrift govems by his laws, protefts 
by his power here, and intends to blefs with 
eternal happinefs hereafter. 

Being thus turned out of Chrift's church, 
(that is, excommunicated) they are faid to be 
delivered to Satan^ not to be damned, as blaf- 
phemous people love to charge the minifters 

ojf 
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of Jefus Chrift; but, as the apoftle faith, 
That hisfpirit may be faved in the day of the 
Lord Jefus'y that is. That finners, if they are 
not utterly loft, may, with the prodigal when 
he was forced to herd with fwine, fee the 
happy ftate they are fallen from, and repent, 
and defire to get out of the fnare and from 
under the dominion of the devil, and be re- 
ftored to the favour of God. So that excom- 
munication is made ufe of not as a punifhment 
only, but as a remedy; that finners, being 
awakened and ftartled at the evil ftate they 
are in, being deprived of all hopes of falva- 
tion while they are out of the church, they 
may more earneftly defire to be reftored to 
God's grace and kingdom, that they may 
work out their falvation with more fear and 
caution for the time to come. 

Were thefe things well confidered, Chrif- 
tians would not look upon excommunication 
as a light matter, but would dread it, (when 
inflifted according to the will of Chrift for 
crimes againft God) they would fear that fen- 
tence as they would hell fire. They would be 
afraid of church cenfures, and of defpifmg or 
weakening that difcipline which Jefus Chrift 
has appointed to guard his laws from con- 
tempt, and to preferve his fubjefts from de- 
ftrudtion. 

^0 be delivered to Satan! What a dreadful 
thought muft that be to any one who does but 
read this hiftory which we are now upon! 

And 
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And though every fubjeft of Satan is not In 
the condition of this poor creature, without 
reft night and day, cutting himfelf with ftonesi 
and wandering in the mountains and amongft 
the tombs, yet it is mifery enough to be under 
the government of Satan, whole fervants are 
ilaves, and whofe wages is eternal mifery. 

The next thing tfiat I would propofe to 
your confideration is this; that as there are, 
as appears by this hiftory, legions of evil foi- 
rits, fo we are affured, for our comfort, that 
there are legions of good fpirits much more 
powerful than the other, and always ready at 
God's appointment to fuccour thofe that mall 
be heirs of falvation. 

When our blefled Lord was affaulted by his 
enemies, St. Peter drew his fword to defend 
him; but Jefus bade him put up his fword, 
affuring him, that inftead of twelve difciples 
to fight for him, he could, if he defired it of 
God, have twelve legions of angels. And 
when Elifha was befet by the Syrians in Do- 
than, and his fervant in a fright cried, Alas! 
my majler^ what jhall we do? the prophet an- 
iwered, Fear noty for they that be with us are 
more than they that be with them. And inune- 
diately the Lord opened the eyes of the young man: 
and he fawy and beholdy the mountain was full of 
horfes and chariots of fire round about Elijha.^ 

Agreeable to which, faith the Pfalmift,' 
^e angel of the Lord encampeth round about them 

f 2 Kings vi. 13, &c. ^ PfiJ. jucxlv. y, 

that 
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that fear him^ and delivereth them. And in 
another Pfalm/ He Jhall give his angels charge 
over thee J to keep thee in all thy ways. 

This being fo, you fee, good Chriftians, 
what folly it is, and war\t of faith, for a Chrif- 
tian man to be afraid of the devil or his agents, 
while he takes care to put himfelf and his 
concerns under God's protection. The devil 
himfelf is under God's command, and muft 
have his leave, before he can deftroy the 
meaneft creature. 

Do but truft in God, and pray for his pro- 
teflion, and all the powers of hell cannot touch 
you, nor any thing that belongs to you. 

But then I muft tell you, that the devil may 
gain a power, though limited, over the bodies 
or goods of fuch people as are fo ignorant or 
wicked as to have to do with his inftruments, 
viz. charmers, witches, fortune-tellers, or the 
like. People do not confider this. If they 
can hope for eafe from their pains, or any 
prefent advantage, they are little concerned 
whether it comes from God or the devil. No 
man, who calls himfelf a Chriftian, ought to 
have to do lefs or more with fuch people and 
praiJlices, left he become a fubjeCl of Satan 
and-his kingdom, while he thinks the leaft of 
being fo. 

, I kftow that fimple people have beea.per- 
fuadeid to apply to thefe inftruments of Satan, 
becaufe they make ufe of fome good words, as 

^ Pfal. xci. II. 

VQL. I. c c they 
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they fay, or fcripture expreffions; but fo did 
tlie devil himfelf, when he tempted our Savi- 
our to fail down and worftiip him. 

Chriftians fhould rather coniider, that afflic- 
tion cometb not out of the dujiy (as Job l^>eaks) 
but is the appointment of God, and not to be 
removed till Grod pleafeth, nor by any means 
but fuch as he hath ordsdned. 

And if we confider, that though St. Panl 
had the gift of healing in an extraordinary 
manner, yet he was limited to exercife this 
gift as God ordered it, for he could neither 
remove his own thorn in theflejhy though he 
eameftly prayed to have it removed* nor Ti- 
mothy's frequent infirmities, which he only 
advifal him to help by a prudent ufe of wine 
and water. 

So that affliftions are not always to be re- 
moved, even by miracles — never by charms, 
which are certainly of the devil, who by this 
means would draw men from trading in and 
looking up to God, to truft in vanities. 

Another ufe which I would defu-e you to 
make of this hiftpry is this: never to make a 
rafh and wrong judgment of the misfortunes 
that befal other people. God may have ends 
to ferve which we know not of j it would be 
raflmefs, perhaps, to fay, that this people dfr? 
ferved fuch a lofs and judgment morethan any 
of tiieir neighbours i but we may with fafe^ 
fay, that Jelus Chrift did, in this judgmenty 
teach his church;^ after a very fenfible and 

affe^§ 
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afFcfting manner, that the devil is a fpirit of 
irreliftible power, when God lets him loofe 
to do mifchief 5 and that he is reftrained by 
God, fo as not to hurt the vileft creature 
without leave. 

Laftly; Take notice, and remember, that 
dreadful as this man's cafe was, that of finners, 
who are poffeffed with a fpirit of unclean- 
nefs, and continue in it, is more deplorable: 
they will be tormented, both in body and foul> 
for ever and ever. 

You will learn from hence to abhor that 
great wickednefs of wifhing the devil may 
take either man or beaft. You fee what mad 
work he can make, when he has his liberty. 
And though God may for his own glory re- 
ftrain him, yet you difcover, by your horrid 
wifli, the moft wicked difpofition that the 
devil carf infpire any man with. 

To conclude the whole:. We have no way 
to be fecure from this great adverfary of our 
fouls and bodies, but by being in God's 
church, under God's proteftion, conftantly 

E raying for his help, and that he would give 
is angels charge concerning us, trufting in 
his power, and refitting the devil and all his 
temptations. 

And may our gracious God, who knows 

us to be fet in the midft of fo many and great 

dangers, that we cannot always ftand up- . 

right J may he grant us fuch protedlion as 

c c 2 may 
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may fupport us in all clangers, and carry us 
through all temptations, through Jefus Chiift 
our LorcL 

To whom, wth the Father and the Hdy 
Spirit, be all honour and glory, now qnd ks 
ever, yimen. 
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SERMON XXIL 

TTttE NECESSITY, AND THB GREAT BLESSING AND 
COMFORT OF SECURING THE FELLOWSfflP OF 
THE HOLY GHOST- 



ROMANS viii, I4» 

FOR AS MANY AS ARE LED BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD, THEY 
ARE THE SONS OF GOD.* 



WHEN our blefled Lord was to leave 
the world, he affured his difcipJes, 
that one fhould be fent tofupply his place -^ to 
comfort them for his abfencej to guide them 
into all truth J to bring all things to their re- 
membrance, whatever he had taught them ; to 
fan6lify their perfons, and blefs their labours. 
By whofe labours we, amongft many other 
nations, have been brought out of darknefs 
and error, into the clear light and true know- 
ledge of God, and of his Son Jefus Chrift. 

This indeed is a mighty bleflingj but this 
is not all. This would not have anfwered the 
great love and defign of God, to fave his loft 
creatures : for fuch is the weaknefs and cor- 
ruption of our nature, that though we fhould 
be convinced, even by miracles, of the truth 

• Sec Rom. viii. ^, i6. Oal. v. 2Z, ^5. i Join iii. 10, a4« 

: of 



390 THE COMFORT OF 8BCURINO THC 

of the gofpel; though we Ihouldknow the 
will of God never fo well; yet we are not 
able, of ourfelves, to walk in the command- 
ments of God. And therefore it was neocf- 
faryj lliat the fame Spirit, which enabled the 
apoftles of Chrift to convert the world, fhould 
continue to guide, to aflift, to defend, and 
fandtify, all fuch as by their miniftry (hould 
be converted, in the great work of their ialvar 
tion; that is, all fuch as being convinced of 
the truth of Chriftianity do defire to v^ralk 
worthy of that name and calling. 

For it is too plain and fad a truth to be 
denied, that all are not Chriftians indeed^ who 
yet own the truth of the gofpel; and are per* 
fuaded of the neceffity of obeying it, and have 
embraced its profeffion. Not that the Holy 
Spirit denies his graces to any that are dedi** 
cated to him in baptifm; but men thruft him 
from them; refufetoafkhicafliftance; grieve 
him by their evil deeds, and force him to 
forfake them, and to leave them to them^ 
felves, and to the govemment of evil fpirits, 
who walk about hke roaring lions, feeking 
whom they may be permitted to devour, find- 
ing them forfaken of God, and prepared for 
deftrutlion. 

Forafmuch, therefore, as it would be no 
blefling for men to be convinced of the truth 
of the Chriftian religion, by confidering the 
miraculous powers of the Holy Ghoft, by 
which it was at firft eftabliflied, unlefs they 

afterwards 
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afterwards live anfwerable to what that re* 
ligion requires of them, (which they cannot 
poflibly do, without the continual grace and 
affiftance of that fame Holy Spirit) the fcrip- 
tures therefore are very exprefs in exhorting 
Chriftians to drive and pray for the graces 
of the Holy Spirit, that they may live as they 
have believed. 

And that Chriftians may not be miftaken, 
and lay too much ftrefs upon their being made 
in baptifm children of Gody and heirs of the 
kingdom ofbeaven^ without taking great care 
to live like children of fo holy a Father, and 
like people who hope to go to heaven; the 
(acred fcriptures, I i^y, have moft particu- 
larly fet down the marks and charadters of fiich 
Chriftians as may hope for benefit by their 
Chriftian profeffion. If any man hath not the 
Spirit of Chriji, faith St. Paul,** he is none of 
bis. If we live in the Spirit ^ faith he, in an- 
other place,^ let us alfo walk in the Spirit i that 
is, if we pretend to be bom again, let us live 
like people that are become new creatures. 
And in the words which I have chofen for a 
text. As many^ faith he, as are led by the Spirit 
of God J they, and they only, are the Sons of 
God. They only can call God fatbA^y fo as to 
be heard by him, fo as to have their prayers 
anfwered, fo as to be rewarded by him* 

And that Chriftians may not fancy that 
they are led by the Spirit of God, when in- 
deed they are not, the fame Apoftle** fets down 

* Horn. viii. 9. • Gal. y» a;. ^^ 
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in plain terms, what are the firuits of theS];a- 
rit of dod, or of one that is led by the Spuit 
of God. "The fruit of the Spirit is hveyjoy^ 
peace f long-fuffering^ courteoujkefs^ goodnefsj (or 
a readinefs to do gooA) faitbfulnefs^ meeknejsi 
temperance^ (or continence.) 

From this it appears, that men are not maf- 
ters of themfelves. Led thw muft be, either ^ 
by the fpirit and powers ot darknefs, or by 
the Spint of God, It is for this reafbn that 
God, for Chrift's fake, has given us the 
earneft of his Spirit in baptifmj with tlus' 
aflurance, that he who fubmits to be governed 
by his Spirit, and brings forth fruit worthy 
of fuch a favour, he fhall ftill have greater 
favours conferred upon him; but he that is 
not careful to improve the graces God gives 
him, from him ftiall be taken away, even 
what was before beftowed upon him. . 

Now, if men, notwithftanding this caution 
given them, will be making experiments how 
far they may neglefl their duty, without lofing 
the earneft of God's Spirit; — if they will try 
to govern themfelves by their own reafon and 
wifdom, laying afide the laws of God; — why 
then they may, indeed, take themfelves from 
under God's overfight and dire6lion; but fer- 
vants ftill they muft be, and led they muft be, 
by the fpirit and powers of darknefs; thw 
only change mafters, (for a mafter they muft 
have) and how much for the worfe, fad ex- 
pcrie;ice will fbon ftiew ! 

* Gal. V. x%. It 
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It is for this reafon that humility, and care, 
and watchfulnefs, are fb much recommended 
m fcripture; left Chriftians fhould ^row con- 
ceited of their own wifdom and ability to go^ 
yern themfelves; left they ftiould negleft the 
mieans of grace which God has already given 
them ; and left, being often off their guard, 
the devil fhould at laft be permitted to take 
them into his kingdom and fervicej from 
whence they cannot return to God when they 
pleafe, no more than a dead man can return 
to life by his own power. 

And this, by the^ way, is the true reafon 
why neither advice, nor authority, neither the 
hopes of heaven, nor the fears of hell, can 
prevail with fome fmners to forfake the evil 
ways they have taken. They are not their 
own mailers; they aie fervants to one, who 
will not fufFer them to return to fober reafon; 
they have forfaken God, and God has given 
them up to a reprobate mind, a mind void of 
Judgment', fo that they commit all iniquity 
with greedinefs, yea, though they fee their 
ruin attends it. 

On the other hand, fuch as are led by the 
Spirit of God do experience his affiftance in the 
whole courfe of their lives ; enlightehing their 
underftandings, convincing their judgments, 
awakening their confciences, curing the per- 
verfenefs of their nature, and filling Sieir fouls 
with all thofe graces and virtues which are 
necelTary to fit men for heaven. Hence it 

comes 
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comes to pafs, that men who of themfdves are 
not able, to think one good thought, yet hf 
God's grace and Spirit do very plainly per- 
^peiVe-^the excellency of religion and piety, 
the folly and unreafonablenefs of fin; the 
happine& that attends the one, and the mifery 
that muft be the reward of the other. 

Hence it comes to pafs, that a poor weak 
creature, aflifted by the Spirit of God, is able 
to refift the prince of d^knefs with all Ids 
hoft of evil angels. Hence it is, that man» 
who is naturally proud and obflinate, is yet 
brought to humble himfelf before God, ac- 
knowledge his own nothingnefs, confels his 
finfulne^, and that he merits nothing but 
mifery. Hence it is, that man, who is na- 
turally blind and ignorant in the things 
which moft nearly concern his eternal wel- 
fare, yet enlightened by the Spirit of Go8, 
can very readily apprehend divme truths, can 
fee the wiidom, and goodnefs, and love of 
God, in all that he has commanded or requires 
of us. And, to give no more inftances but 
this one, of the power of the Spirit of God 
upon thofe with whom he dwells, and who 
fufFer themfelves to be led by him; hence 
it is that Chriftians are brought to embrace 
doftrines fo very uneafy to flefh and blood, 
fo very unacceptable to corrupt reafon:— 
Blejfed are they that mourn \ blejfed are the poor 
infpirit'y blejed are they that are perfecuted for 
righteoufnefs fake. Love your enemies \ blefs 

them 
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them that curfe youy do good to them that ufeyou 
Spitefully. 

Well, though all thefe truths were delivered 
by the Son of God himfelf 5 though they weii^ 
confirmed by infinite miracles; yet if God 
had not fent his Holy Spirit into our hearts, 
we might indeed have heard thefe dodhines, 
but receive them we never could, much lefs 
have praftifed them. But by the afliftance 
of God's good Spirit, all thefe things are made 
eafy to the underttandings, acceptable to 
/ the wills, and poffible in the pra6hce, to all 
true believers. 

Now this great bleffing, of Xhtfellowjhip of 
the Holy Ghoji^ is fo far from being given as a 
reward of any thing we have done, or can do, 
that it is beftowed upon us before we can do 
any thing at all; namely, when we are re- 
ceived into covenant with God; for then (that 
is, at our baptifm) we are made children of 
Godj a new creation^ temples of the Holy Ghojt^ 
and heirs of the kingdom of heaven. And our 
life after this, be it never fo holy, is entirely 
owing to the conftant influence, guidance, 
and affiflance of this blefled Spirit. 

And it is for this reafon, that Chriflians are 
fo often admonifhed not to look upon their 
own works as any thing in God's account 
meriting our juftification; fince as God, for 
Chrift's fake, forgives us our fins, fo it is the 
Spirit of God alone, which enables us to walk 
worthy of fuch a favour Jdl our days; fhew- 

ing 
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ing our thankfulnefs for the fame, by ouf 
obedience; and glorifying God for lus mercy 
to us, by an holy life. 

Now, forafinuch as ChrifHans are but too 
apt to fall into a carnal fecurity, they are ta 
be often called upon to try whether they have 
the Spirit of God dwelling in them, or whe- 
ther they have not loft, or are in danger of 
lofmg, fo neceflary a guide? 

But how muft they do this ? Why, they 
muft have fuch marks as cannot poffibly 
deceive any, but fuch as are willing to tie 
deceived. We do not bid them, for inftance, 
look to their own inward experiences, fince 
even good men often lament thdr want of 
faith, even when they are fupported by it. 
And many with little reafon fancy themlelves 
to have the Spirit of God, when a worfe (pint 
governs them. 

We muft therefore tell Chriftians, that they 
have no way fo fure of knowing whether thqr 
have the Spirit of God, as by confidering the 
fruits the fpirit which poffefleth them pn>- 
duceth in them; namely, whether their ^leat 
aims and defigns are to be happy in this world, 
or to pleafe God, and to fecure the fellowfhip 
of his Holy Spirit unto their lives end. This, ' 
every body is capable of knowing, who will 
be at the pains of fearching the ,l?ottom of his 
.own heart. For if he finds that His^iliifpughts 
^re chiefly upon another world, and'that this 
fo afFe'6ls liis heart, that his endeavours after 

holinefs 
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holinefs are fincere; then he may be well 
affured all is well with him. He has the word 
of God for it:*" There is verily now no condem-^ 
nation to them which are in Chriji Jefus^ who 
walk not after theflejh^ but after the Spirit. The 
fame Spirit beareth witnefs with ourfpirif, (or 
confcience) that we are thefons of God. That 
is, if we are led by^the Spirit of God to walk 
worthy of him that hath called us, we may be 
fatisfied in our minds, that we are under God's 
proteftion, guidance, and favour. 

It now remains, that we confider how we 
may continue fo; that is, how we may fecure 
the fellowjhip of the Holy Ghojl^ which we re- 
ceived in baptifm, unto our lives* end. 

And firft; Though we owe all the grace 
which God has given us to his Holy Spirit, 
and muft always depend upon him for the 
continuance of it, yet we muft ftill exert our 
beft endeavours in the ufe of thofe means 
which God has ordained, jn order to fit us for 
heaven. For certainly men take the moft 
effefhial way to deprive themfelves of God's 
afliftance, when they negleft to do what is 
already in their own power, that is, what God 
has enabled them to do, though it be never fo 
little; for when a man does what he can, it 
is a fign that he is fincere. And therefore, at 
the fame time that the fcriptures bid us to 
depend upon God, they exhort us to ipork out 
9ur rnvn/fihation-^ that is, on our part? to do 

* Rom.viii«i, x6. 'Phil«ii.». 

all 
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all that God by his preventing grace Has con- 
vinced us we ought to do> and which by his 
ailifting grace he will enable us to do, if we 
iincerefy afk his help. 

Andfecondlv; Thatwemayfecurethepre- 
fence and aififiance of God's Spirit, we muft 
be careful to mind his godly motions, exdting 
us to our duty, checking us when we are do- 
ing amifs, and comforting us when we do 
what pleafeth God. Not to do this is, as the 
apoftle fpeaks,' doing defpite to the Spirit ^f 
graces, rejijling the Holy Ghofiy as St Stephen 
feys*" the Jews and their fathers had aone, 
which brought deftruflion upon them. 

Laftly; We muft above all things be care- 
ful not to grieve and provoke him to foiiake 
us, by fenfuality, by uncleannefs, or by living 
in any known (in; and even by an undue ap- 
plication to, and an affeflion for, earthly 
things, which, our Lord affures us,* will choak 
the wordy and the fpirit, by which it becomes a 
means of grace, and it becometh unfruitfuL 

If to this we add our fincere prayers, out 
of a true fenfe of our own inability, and God's 
readinefs to help us through the mediation of 
Jefus Chrift, we fhall then be fecure of the 
afliftance of God's holy Spirit, being afldired 
by our Lord himfelf,^ that our heavenly Fa^ 
ther Will give the Holy Spirit to them that afit 
biniy as certainly and readily as any father 
will give good things to his children that afk 

» Hcb. X. 29, ^ A<fl8 yii, 51. ^ M*tth, xiij. %%. * Lu^cxL 13. 

him 
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him bread, or what is needful for their life 
and well-being. 

And now, good Chriftians, you fee the ne- 
ceflity of Chrijiian baptifm^ by which we have 
the Spirit given unto us ; without which Spirit 
it is impoffible for any jnan to work out his 
ialvation. You fee the reafon why very many, 
though they have received the eameft of 
God's Spirit in baptxfm, are yet as wicked as 
thofe that never heard whether there was any 
Holy Ghoft or not. They have neglefted his 
motions ; they have grieved him by their evil 
deeds; they have forced him from them, and 
ju:^ become fervants of another mafter, whofe 
delight is in wickednefs. You fee therefore 
the neceffity there is of walking warily^ left by 
adding one fin to another we provoke God to 
leave us to ourfelves ; for then you have heard 
who it is that immediately takes pofTeffion 
of us. 

Yqu fee of what little ufe it is to be con- 
^dnced of the truth of the Chriftian religion, 
if we do not ferioufly apply to the Spirit for 
grace to live as becomes the gofpel of Chrift. 
Laftly; you fee the danger of neglefting the 
means of grace which the providence of God 
affords us:— it is the ready way to be forfaken 
of God, and left to ourfelves. 

To conclude. Do we defire the fatisfac- 
tion of knowing whether we are under the 
government of the Spirit of God? If fo, we 
Ufe t9 cenfideJT whether we ^re led by the Spirit 

of 
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of God ; that is, whether the fruits and efle6^s j 
of that Holy Spirit appear in our lives and \ 
converfations. If, for inftance^ we love God, ' 
and endeavour to pleafe him to the beft of our 
power; if we love our neighbour in deed and 
m truth ; that is, doing good as well as giving 
good words ; if we are jufl in all our dealin|;S| 
doing to others as we would be dealt with 
ourfelvesj if we deny our own wills, and rc- 
folve never to pleafe ourfelves by difplealing 
God; if we are afraid of fin, and keep at a 
diftance from it; if we apply to God in all 
our neceffities, and willingly fubmit to what 
his providence fhall order for us; why then 
we are fure thefe are the fruits of the Spirit, 
that he abideth with us, and will be with us, 
while we continue to walk in this way. 

On the other hand:— If a man has caft off 
the fear of God; runs headlong into tempta-r 
tions; lives in the pradice of known fms; is 
fond of every thmg that may divert his 
thoughts from the care of his foul; why then 
he may be fure of it, he is led by the devil, and 
is in the way of perdition. 

Let us therefore not flatter ourfelves in a 
concern of fo great moment. A wicked life 
is a fure mark that men do not belong to God. 
The apoflle fpeaks plani to this purpole:' In 
this the children of God are viantfeft^ and the 
children of the devil: whofoever doetpnot ri^bte^ 
oufnefs is not of God. 

* I Johp iii, ic» 

In 
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In one word:- — If we would fecure the 
friendfhip and fellowfhip of the Holy Ghoft, 
we muft liften to him, and obey his godly 
motions; we muft keep a confcience void of 
offence towards God and towards man. We 
muft pray daily for his gracious afliftance, and 
commit ourfelves entirely to his guidance and 
bleffing. And that we may not believe every 
Ipirit, we muft ftill have an eye to the word 
of God, eftabliftied by miracles; by which we 
fhall eafily diftinguifti his will from the fug- 
geftions of our own corrupt hearts; we fhall 
fee the truth, be governed by it, and fhall be 
fecure from fear of evil. 

Now unto him who fanftifieth us, and to 
Jefus who has redeemed us, and to God our 
Creator, be all honour and glory for ever. 
jimen. 
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SERMON XXm. 

CHRISTMAS, EPIPHANY, &c. 

THE REASON AND THE EXTENT OF GOD's LOVifi 
IN SENDING HIS SON INTO THE WORLD. 

^ * 

O D£US, fons mifericordlae, Ulumlna amore tuo oculos meost ut 
charitatem tuam erga nos immenfam ego ipfe agnofcamy et gratiae 
tuse delicias adeo deguflem, ut mlrabilia tui amorls ex verbis meis 
reluceant, ut ego, et populus qui me audiunty hec amore impletif 
omnia ea, quae tibi difplicenty abnegemusy et in iniaginem tuam 
magis magifque transformemur. Concede hsec propter Jefum 
Chrillum amoris tui filium. Amen. 



i JOHN IV. 94 

IN THIS WAS MANIFESTED THE LOVE OF GOD TO^^ARDS 
US, BECAUSE THAT GOD SENT HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON 
INTO THE WORLD, THAT WE MIGHT LIVE THROUGH 
HIM,* [that isi THROUGH FAITH IN HIM.] 



EVERY thoughtful man has two things 
much at heart: — How be may dppeafi 
GoJy and how he maypleafe him. 

ifi. How he may appeafe Gody for every 
man for himfelf knows, that he has done 
many things to offend him. 

* See John iii. i6« Rom. xv* xo. 7, Cor. v* z8* i John iv. Z9» 

D D 2 zdly^ How 
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2dly. How he may live fo as to tkafe God: 
for we know by experience, that ir men were 
left to their own inventions, they would take 
fuch ways to gain the favour of God, as would 
rather provoke lus dilpleafure. 

Now, God has made thefc two tlungs 
known to us by Jefiis Chrift, whom he fent 
into the world for thefc very purpofes, to «- 
concile us to God^ and to make known to us the 
will of God 'y that is, how we may live fo as to 
pleafe him : or, as Zacharias expreffes both 
thefe bleffings,'* That we being deli'vered out of 
the hands of our enemies^ (and which had made 
us enemies to God) might ferve him without 
feavy (becaufe we ferve him as he has ap- 
pointed us) in holinefs and right eoufnefs before 
himy all the days of our life. 

In this (faith St, John) was manifejied the 
love ofGod{p{ God who did humble himfelf 
to behold fuch a fmful generation of crea- 
tures) towards us; that is, the whole race of 
mankind, who had no reafon to expeft fuch a 
favour, or that God fhould fend to vifit them, 
except for their iniquities. 

And yet fuch was the love of God, that he 
fent — not an angeU hut— his Sony his only be- 
gotten Sony his beloved Sony into the world; that 
we, that is, the world to which he was fent; 
or, as St. John elfe where exprefTeth it,*" all that 
believe in him, might have everlajling life^ — 
might be enabled to attain eternal life through 
faith in him. 

» Luke i. 74. ' John liL 16. Every 
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Every feiious Chriftian, who (hall be con- 
vinced of this, will have reafon to rejoice that 
God fenthis Son into the world; and no rea- 
fonable body will blame him for it. But for 
people to rejoice they know not why, to be ex- 
tremely pleafed with the return of this feafon, 
[Chriftmas] without knowing, and without 
valuing, the blefRng of a Redeemer; this is 
what makes many thoughtful Chriftians fad, 
when others are full of mirth and jollity. 

To prevent this, I will fet before you a ftiort 
and plain account of thefe following things : — 

Firji\ The reafon of God's fending his Son 
into the world; namely, that nve might live 
through him. ^^ 

Secondly, We fhall confider the extent of 
God's love in fending his Son, that we might 
live, that as many as believe in him fhould 
not perifh, but have everlafting life. 

Lajtly, We fhall confider, what obligations 
this love of God lays upon Chriftians. 

I. Let us firfl ferioufly confider. The reafon 
of God's fending his Son into the world. The 
text fays, in general, that it was, that we might 
live through him; that is, that we might not 
only efcape thofe punilhments of which our 
confciences were afraid; but alfo that we 
might be made happy beyond what we could 
either defire or deferve. 

To give you a fhort, but plain account of 
this matter: — You are to confider, that' God 
made man upright^ that is, holy like himfelf : 

that 
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that while man continued fo^ he was happy, 
both in the favour of God, and in the peace 
of confcience which he enjoyed; but at laft, 
through the malice of the devil, and the dif- 
obedience of Adam> fin entered into the world, 
which has been the occafion of all the nuf- 
chiefs and miferies that we meet vnth, or hear 
of. Particularly, there is one moft miferable 
isfkdi of fin, that all mankind are fenfible of, 
and that is, the fear of punijhment. It being 
.moft natural for every man who knows he has 
done amifs, to expe6t to hear of it again. So 
that when the Pfalmift faith, My forraw is 
continually before me-, mine iniquities are gmu 
over my heaa^ and as an heavy burthen^ they are 
too heavy for me^ he fpeaks not his own fenfe 
only, but the fenfe of every man living, whofb 
confcience is awake, and under the guilt of fm. 

And this is the very true reafon why aU 
mankind, ever fince the Fall, have been Peek- 
ing out ways of appeafing God, and, if pofr 
fible, of making their minds eafy under the 
fear of his difpleafure for the fins they had 
committed, and were daily liable to. 

Now God, who forefaw all this diforder 
even before the Fall, defigned from the begin- 
ning to redeem man from this fad condition 
of blindnefs, fear, and uncertainty. 

And firft, Chrift was promifed to the Fa- 
thers, to whom alfo the law was given, to the 
end that knowing their fin by tfie law, and 
how unable they were to keep that law which 



SENDING HIS SON INTO THE WORLD. 407 

their confciences told them was holy, juft, and 
good, they might with more impatience defire 
the coming of Chrift. And becaufe he was to 
be a light to lighten the Gentiles^ as well as the 
glory of Ifrael^ God fent him at a time when 
all iniquity' did abound^ that men might fee 
plainly that it was not for any works of theirs 
that he fent his Son into the world, but for 
his goodnefs and for his truth's fake. And 
after men had fufficiently wearied themfelves 
in feeking for peace and happinefs, by ways 
of their own invention, and all to no manner 
of purpofej it was then that God fent his 
only Son into the world, that men might live 
through him I — that they might know how to 
live fo as to pleafe God, how to appeafe God 
when they have offended him, and how to 
fecure his favour both here and hereafter: In 
this the love of God was manifejied. 

In fhort ; God's defign being to recover man 
to a ftate of happinefs, from which he fell by 
fin, there was no other way of reftoring him 
to happinefs, but by holinefs. 

The way God has taken to bring this about 
has been by fending his Son into the world, 
who being the exprefs image of God, by 
him we know what God is^ and what will 
pleafe him. 

By himy for inftance, we know the exceed- 
ing great love of God towards menj for God 
having from the beginning purpofed to fend 
lys Son iijito the world, all the wickednpfs, all 

th? 
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the provcxrations of men, could not divert his 
goodncfs and faithfulnefs from doing it. 

By him we know that God is ready to f»- 
give the greateft finners upon thdr repent 
ance, and return to their duty. 

And whereas we are but too apt to fell, iy 
him we know that God is able and ready to 
fupport us by his grace; and that he will not 
fufrer us to be tempted above what we are able 
to bear, provided we afk his help fincerely. 

That men may not vainly depend upon the 
love of God without caring to deferve it, his 
Son has affured us, that God is juft as well as 
good, and that he has judgments as well as 
mercies in ftore for fuch as fhall deferve them* 

And then, that we may certainly know 
what will pleafe God, he has given us a very 
few pl^n dire6lions in his Sermon on the 
Mount, contained in the fifth, fixth, and fe-p 
venth chapters of St. Matthew. There we 
leam, in what true happinefs confifts : not in 
any thing the world is apt to doat on, not in 
in the abundance which men poffefs ; but in 
poverty of fpirit, in a godly forrow for our 
own fins, and for the fins of others, in meek- 
nefs, in hungring and thirfting after righte^ 
oufnefs, in mercy and loving-kindnefs, in 
purity of heart, in making peace, and in fuf- 
fering for righteoufnefs fake. 

And becaufe he knew very well how hardly 
men would be brought to efteem thefe things, 
much lefs to ftrive after them, until they could 
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be perfuaded — that it is no great matter what 
a man's lot is in this world, provided he can 
but pleafe God; he therefore chofe to be born 
of mean parents, in a mean place and condi- 
tion. He had neither houfe nor harbour, and 
yet he never repined; teaching us that this is 
not the world where we are to look for hap- 
pinefs. And being preffed with the bittereft 
flifFerings, he ftill fubmitted to the will of 
God, giving us a rule how to behave ourfelves 
when God fuffers us to be afflifted- Thus we 
live through him-^ that is, by his example we 
learn what will pleafe God. And in this was 
manifefted the love of. God, in that he has 
fuited this means of attaining hapjpinefs to 
the very meaneft capacity. 

It is not every body that can attain to any 
great meafure of knowledge; but every body 
who hears the life of Chrilt, and believes him 
to be fent from God, who fees the miracles 
he wrought, and the example he fet his fol- 
lowers, muft be convinced, that he was affifted 
by a Divine Power; that whatever he faid 
was true; that whatever he promifed was cer- 
tain; and that whatevej: he did was worthy 
to be imitated. 

From all which it appears, that the gracious 
God has dealt with us as with reafonable crea-^ 
tures, and has made ufe of the moft plain and 
powerful arguments and motives to make U5 
fjolyy that we may at laft be happy. He fent 
jiot one to force a law upon his creatures by 

the 
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the fword and bloodfhed, but he fent his only 
Son, with works fufficient to fhew that he 
came from God; with offers of pardon and 
grace upon moft merciful terms; with power 
to forgive lins; with rewards and punilh- 
ments; requiring nothing of us, but what he 
himfelf in our nature had performed andfuf- 
fered, and what he would enable every faith- 
ful fervant of his to undergo with patience if 
not with pleafure. 

By this time I hope you underftand, that 
the defign of the gofpel is to mend that dif- 
order which fin has caufed in the world. That 
this is not to be done any other way, than by 
rooting it out, and eftablifhing holinefs in the 
room of it. That God fent his Son into ihe 
world for this very end, that is, to redeem us 
from death, iy redeeming us from our vain con-- 
verfation. And that we ought to value the 
love of God by the price of our redemption. 

And we fhall ftill have more reafon to do 
fo, when we confider, in the fecond place, 

11. The extent of this lov^ of Gody in fending 
bis Son into the world. Arid indeed the fcrip- 
tures are very plain and exprefs as to this 
matter:— G^^ (faith St. John') fo loved the 
worlds that he fent his Son, that the world through 
him might he faved. And tliat God was no 
refpe6ler of perfons in thus loving the world, 
we are affured by another apoftle,* his will is 
that all men fhould be faved. And St. Peter 
affirms, that even fuch as perilhythrough their 

* Chap. iii. 17. « i Tim. ii. 4. OWU 
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own wilful difbbedience, are of the number of 
thoie whom Jefus Chiiil: came to fave. They 
denied the Lord that k^ugtt tkfm-y that bought 
and would have faved them, but they brought 
upon themfelves deflxudicm. 

Nay; to take away aU manner of fcruple, 
and to apply this moft comfortable truth to 
the confciences of linners, who are apt to fear 
the worft, St. Paul fpeaks of this after a moft 
convincing manner/ — As the fin of Adam 
(faith he) affected all his pofterity, as by one 
offence judgment came upon all men to con- 
demnation, fb the merits of Chrift were de- 
figned to redeem all the pofterity of Adam; 
for by the rigbteoufnefs of one y the free gift came 
upon all men unto jujiification of life. As fure 
therefore as I am one of thote who by the fin 
of Adam am become weak, corrupt, and wick- 
ed, fo fure am I redeemed by Jefus Chrift, 
And the fin that does fo eafily befet me, di- 
refls me to him who came into the world to 
fave me. 

This was the do6lrine of Chrift, and this 
he taught by his example. 

The very perfons who crucified him had an 
intereft in the fufferings they made him to 
undergo; otherwife he would npt have prayed 
for them that God would forgive them, St. 
Stephen foUpwed his mafter's example, and 
prayed for his murderers. And the church of 
Chrift ftill continues to pray for Jews, Turks, 
Jnfidels, and Hereticks; holding this truth, 
' Rom. V. tha 
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that the love of God, and the merits of Jefiis 
Chrift, extend to all men who will lay hold 
of the mercy; That whoever believeth in Chrijl 
jhall not perijh^ but have everlajling life. 

And by this charitable praftice, our church 
endeavours to bring all her people to a god- 
like temper of charity and good-will for all 
who bear the image of God; and by this 
practice fhe endeavours to fupport the {pints 
of dejefted penitents, who will have no reafon 
to defpair, fince the greateft finners are in a 
capacity of falvation. 

We are obliged indeed to fay, in a capacity 
to be faved'y for the truth is, all men are not 
faved, that might be faved if it were not for 
their own wilful blindnefs, refifting the love 
and the counfel of God for their good. 

Many will not hear and be made fenfible of 
the danger they are in; others will not forfake 
their fins for any confideration whatever; and 
many even defpife the very offers of pardon 
and grace. In all thefe cafes, the Saviour of 
the world declares, that it is men*s own fault 
if they are not faved* Te will not come unto 
mcy that ye might have life} 

If people, when falvation is offered them, 
will notwithflanding unworthily abufe the 
mercy; if men, to whom God has manifefted 
himfelf, will not retain God in their know- 
ledge; if thofe that have been enlightened, 
and have efcapedthe pollutions of the world, 
through the knowledge of the Lord and Sa- 
« jQhnv.4c. viour 
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viour Jefus Chrift j if they are again entangled 
therein, and are finally loft; this is not for 
want of means to be faved, but they will not 
be faved, they will not ferioufly attend to the 
word preached, they will not believe, at leaft 
they will not confider, the importance of a 
judgment to come, nor will they fubmit to the 
conditions of attaining eternal happinefs, 

But then it muft not be faid — that God did 
not love them, that God did not defire their 
welfare, who has declared his Son to be the 
Saviour, not of fome few only, but of the whole 
world. And therefore the account of his birth 
is faid, by the angels, to be tidings of great 
joy to all people 'y that is, to all that can be pre- 
vailed upon, by the goodnefs of God, by the 
love of Chrift, by the labours of his minifters, 
to receive him for their Lord and Saviour. 

And now we come, in the third and laft 
particular, to confider, 

III. What obligations this love of God lays 
upon Chtijiians. For certainly God did not 
defign that all this love fhould be loft upon 
us. He expe6ls fome returrf, fome fruits of 
his Son's humiliations, and labours, arid 
fufferings. 

Shall I put you in mind how God, by his 
prophet, reafbned with the people of Ifrael ? 
Judge y (faith he) I pray you, betwixt me and 
my vineyard. The cafe was fo plain, that he 
refers it to themfelves: What could have been 
done more to my vineyard^ that I have not done in 

itt 



414 THE GREAT LOVE OF GOD IN 

it? Wherefore y when I looked that it Jhould bring 
forth grapes f brought it forth wild grapes?^ 

Now thepunifhment of this ingratitude^ 
this unfruitfubiefs, folioweth : IwiUtake awaj 
the hedge thereof anditjhall be eaten up^ trodden 
dowfiy laid wafte. And fo it came to pais. 
You can any of you apply this as well as L 

To proceed therefore: — ^The love of God 
in fending his Son into the world, obliges us 
to three things efpecially. 

ijl. To love the Father, who fent his Son 
that we might live through him. 

2dly. To love our Lord Jefus Chrift, who 
condefcended to come down to fave us. And, 

2^dly. To love all mankind, for whofe fakes, 
as well as for ours, he came down from heaven. 

I, And firft j If God has Jhewn fo great a Iffoe 
for uSy we ought in return to love him again^ 
But do we find that it is fo with us ? So far 
from it, that it is with pain and unwillingnels 
that we think of his favours ; it is with diffi- 
culty we afk his mercies ; and it is feldom that 
we thank him for them ; and yet we fay // is 
our duty to love him with all our hearts. We 
know we love a thoufand things better, and 
yet we are eafy. 

But what muft a man do who knows this 
to be his cafe? Why; he muft lament the 
blindnefs, the perverfenefs of his nature, which 
will not fufFer him to love the very Author of 
his being, and well-being. He muft pray 
God to increafe his love; and muft endeavour 

*» Ilaiah, chap. v. tO 
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to leffen his love for the world. In fhort; we 
muft do what we can, and God by his grace 
will fupply the reft. Give God thanks for 
the bleffings you receive; fubmit patiently to 
all his dealings with you; refign yourfelf 
wholly to his good- will and pleafure; depenct 
upon his word, upon his promifes, upon his 
goodnefs; and your love to God will increafe 
daily, and God will love you more and more, 
and will fupply all your defefts by the merits 
of his Son. 

And that you may not be deceived, and 
think you love God, when indeed you do not; 
remember that love and obedience always go to-- 
gether. That where there is not a defire to 
pleafe God, and a fear to offend him, there is 
no true love of God. 

II. Our Lord Jefus Chriji demands the next 
place in our love; for it is only by him that 
dinners have hope. It was he, who, though 
Lord of the whole creation, took upon him the 
form ofafervanty that he might fet us an ex- 
ample of humility, the moft acceptable grace 
of God, and that he might effeftually con- 
vince us, that this is not the world we were 
made for, and, that in truth it is dangerous to 
have to do with it. 

It is he, whofe whole life, for our fakes, was 
made up of fufferings; that having borne all 
the infirmities of our nature, he might more 
affeftionately pity and fuccour us, while we 
are in this vale of mifery. 

It 
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It was he, who went about doing good> 
that he might, after the moft fenfible maxineri 
fhew us what was moft pleafing to God. 

By him we know GoAjfor be is the eocpreji 
image of the Father. We know that he is gooid 
to all, that his tender mercy is over all his 
works, that he defires not the ruin of his crea- 
tures, that he is long-fufFering, and of great 
pity, for fo was his Son our Lord Chrift. 

And when no other facrifice would atone for 
the fins of the world, it was on him that all our 
iniquities were laid; to him we owe our re- 
demption, even the forgivenefs of our fins. 

And laftly; it is this fame Jefus, whom 
God has exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour 
to all that come to God by him; for to him 
the Father has committed all judgment. So 
that all our hopes of pardon, the acceptance 
of our prayers, the grace of God, the conqueft 
of our enemies, all our comfort on earth, all 
our hopes of heaven, depend entirely upon 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, and on what he has 
done for us. Well therefore might the apo- 
ftle fay. That if any man love not the Lordyefus 
Cbrijij let him be accurfed. 

IIL And becaufe he gave himfelffor the life 
of the world J we are therefore hound to love all 
mankind y becaufe Jefus Chrijl didfo; not in 
word and in tongue only, but in deed and in 
truth. And that we may be more effefhially 
engaged to do fo, God has made of one blood 
all the nations of the earth; and all thefe be- 
ing 
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ing become equally the children of wfath, he 
has redeemed them all by one Saviour. Shall 
we think then any unworthy of our love, 
whom God has thought worthy of his? 

Let us have a care of making the fame evil 
ule of the favour of God, as we find the Jews 
did, who, becaufe God ailed them his ovm 
people, could not imagine that he had any re- 
gard or concern for any other nation. And 
fo narrow, fo felfiih a love had poflfeflod tiiat 
whole people, that when God fent his apo- 
ftles to, and poured his fpirit upon the GtaL-^ 
tiles, they were amazed to find that God had 
granted repentance unto life to a people whom 
they had in their own thoughts given up to 
deftru6lion. 

Rather let us imitate the boundlefs good* 
nefs of God, who has embraced the whole 
creation within the arms of hia love. And 
our Lord Jefus Chrift has made /^o;^ the badge 
of all his faithful members> and by which 
they are known to belong to hdm ; not zfelfifi^ 
love, for fuch as think juft zs I do, for fuch 
as will be governed by the reafons that pre-^ 
vail vidth me; but charity is a tender regard 
for the whole creation of God,^ laving the 
perfons of thofe whofc errors I cannot clofe 
with; pitying the blindnefs, bearing with 
the pcrverfenefs, praying for the convcr- 
fion of thofe that I fuppofe to be enemies ta 
truth and virtue. 

VOL. I. E K In 
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' Inihovi; we have this commandment from 
Goid/ that He that hveth Gody hoe bis iro- 
tber alfo. • 

Aiid thefe are the great obligations which 
the love of God lays upon all Chriftians. 

And now let me lay before you (in a few 
words) fome ufeful obfervations upon what 
has been faid upon this fubjeft . 

Andfrfi; when Chriftians hear fuch fciip 
tures as thefe, That God fent his Son into the 
worldy that we might live through himy they art 
apt to miftake the meaning, and fancy that 
there is now no danger, fince Jefus Chrift has 
paid their ranfom. Why now, this is not to 
magnify, but to abufe, the grace of God, 
Chrift hath indeed redeemed us from the 
wrath to come, but then he muft alfo redeem 
us from ail iniquity, and purify unto himfelfa 
peculiar people zealous of good works^ 

In one word : — The life which Jefus Chrift 
has purchafed for us muft be begun in this 
world. So that all our hopes and happinefs 
hereafter, depend upon our being made con- 
formable to Chrift in this life: T^hat our old 
man being crucified with bimy the body of fin 
might be defiroyed^ that henceforth we Jhould not 
femjefin. T'hat as Chrifi was raifed from the 
dead^fo we alfofijould walk in newnefs of life\ 
that wey being dead to fin^ Jhould live unto rigb- 
t£Qufnefs^ 

* I John iv. a I. ^ Titus ii. 14. 
' Rom. vi. 4, 6. "I Peter ii. 24. 

2dly. When 
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2dly. When we confider what Jefus Chrift 
has done for us, we fhall have good reafon to 
.believe that the punifhment of linners will be 
unfpeakably great, fince the Son of God 
WQpld not have left the glories of heaven, and 
lived a miferable life on earth, but that he 
knew if finners were not reconciled unto God, 
their condition vv^ould he miferable beyond 
expreffion and without remedy. 

You will obferve, in the next plice, that 
our redemption is a work of mere grace. God 
fent his Son into the world, whea there was 
nothing in us to move him to it but only our 
mifery. Whatever pretence mankind had to 
the favour of God before the fall, it was ill 
forfeited; and this is the reafon that the^r^^ 
grace of God is fo much fpoken of in the gof- 
pel, that men may not arrogate any thing to 
themfelves, 4)ut that we may be humble and 
thanjdul, and obedient to the Loi*d that 
bought us 3 that we may be concerned to 
pleafe, and afraid to offend him. 

And to all that are thus affefled i^ith the 
goodnefs of God, refolving by his grace to live 
according to his Son's doftnne and example; 
to fuch, one would ufe our Saviour's words. 
Rejoice and be exceeding glad^for great is your 
reward in heaven. But to fuch as rejoice they 
confider not why, the words of Solomon luit 
better their condition, T!he end of that mirth is 
heavinefs. 

iR IE. 2 We 
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We (hall conclude this difcourfe with v^hat 
the Spirit hath f^d by St. Paul, to fhew die 
great obligations we owe to God, in this di£- 
penfadon of his mercy; who thus exprefleth 
It/ Cbrifi Jefus is of God made unto us wifdMh 
and rigbfeoufne/sj and fan&tfication^ and redemp^ 
tion. He is our wifaom^ by making known to 
us the will of God« ami his glorious perfec- 
tions; our rigbteoufnefs^ by (atisfying mour 
nature the juftice ot God, and by reftoring us 
to God's favour; our fanSiification, by his 
Holy Spirit working in us true holinefs, and 
by that feparating us from an evil world; our 
redemption from the greateft of all flaverieSi 
the flavery of the devil, and the fins he tempts 
men to, and from a ftate of damnation. 

O Jefus, forthefe mighty bleffings, all lovc^ 
and glory, and thankfgiving, be unto Thee, 
with the Father and the Holy Ghoft, by us, 
and all that are partakers of thefe mighty fa- 
vours. Amen. 

• I Cor. i. 30- 
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SERMON XXIV. 

THE NECESSITY OF LOVING JESUS CHRIST AS OUR 
SAVIOUR, PRINCE, AND LAWGIVER; AND THB 
TRUE MARKS OF SUCH A LOVE. 



I COR, XVI. 22. 

IF ANY MAN LOVE NOT THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, LET 
HIM BE ANATHEMA, MARAN-ATHA;" [that m, AC- 
CURSED WHEN THE LORD COMETH TO JUDGMENT.] 

SAINT PAUL tells us, the verfc before, 
that he vvrrote thefe words, and the falu- 
tation fpllov^dng, with his won handy as a mat- 
ter that it concerned them to take notice of. 
And, truly, it concerns all Chriftians to have 
Ibme good afTurance of this, that they do indeed 
love the Lord Jefus Chrift^ left, when he comes 
to judgment, they (hould fall under this dread^ 
f ul fentence, to be for ever feparated from 
their Lord and Saviour. 

The words are plain, and pofitivc, and full 
of terror. And I have made choice of them> 
that I may at once awaken your attention, and 
put us all upon a moft neceflary enouir]^, 
whether our love befueh as itjhould be? ror it 
is very certain, people may deceive themfclves, 

• See Pf. xlv. 10. Matth. x. 37. John viii. 44* 3uv. i^^ ai> %A* 
£ph. iii. x6. vi. 34. Phil. iii. S. a Tim* u« x»* < John ii. 15* 

and 
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and hope that th?y are Chiift's fdthful fer- 
vants, and that they fliew their love fuffid* 
cntly, either by endearing exprefEons, or by 
their zeal for their own particuhir way of 
ferving him, by Handing up for the truths of 
the gofpel, or even by rgoicing with his 
church when (he celebrates the memorials of 
his love to mankind. 

Now, though all thefe are worthy expref- 
fions of refpeo:, yet they are by no means to 
be depended upon as infallible marks of our 
love to Jefus Ghrift, becaufe there have been 
people, in all ages, who have gloried in the 
name of Chrift, have contended for the pri- 
vileges of the gofpel, have fpoken of Jefus 
Chrift in words full of love and refpefl; and 
yet have been utter ftrangers to that hoe which 
Ihould have appeared in their lives as well as 
in their profeffions. 

As iox fuch as deny the Lord that bought tbem^ 
charity will not fuffer us to believe that there 
are any fuch prefent. But then there are too 
many, who (as we faid juft now) are under a 
delufion without knowing it. 

iji. There are many, for inftance, who 
love Jefus Chrift, as he is their Saviour^ who 
do not love him as he is their Prince and 
Lawgiver. 

2dly. There are many who love him, but 
not heartily, becaufe they do not know their 
own mifery without the bleffing of a Re- 
deemer. 

* a Peter ii. i. "^dly. Thcrc 
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^dly. There are many, very: many, who 
hope that they may love Jefus Chrift, with- 
out renouncing the love of the world. 

^hly. There are too many who, miftaking 
the marks of a love for Chrift, misfpend their 
time in vanity, and mifplace their affe6lions. ^ 

Lajllyi It is impoffible to love Jefus Chrift 
as we fhould do, unlefs, affifted by a divine 
power, we renounce all other affeftions con- 
trary to fuch love. 

Thefe, therefore, are things fit to be made 
plain, and thefe are the particulars, which, by 
the favour of God, I fhall now infift upon. 

L We ftiall firft confider the delufion ofthofe 
who love Jefus Chriji as a Saviour j but do not 
love him as he is their Prince and Lawgiver. 

When the love of Jefus Chrift is firft an-r 
nounced, people look upon it as a moft reafon- 
able duty, and the moft eafy to be received: 
they confider him as a Redeemer 3 that he came 
into the world to fdve finners\ that by his means 
God is reconciled to us, for he laid down his 
life for us, and the Lord laid on him the ihiqui^ 
ties of us all', that he is our Advocate with 
the Fatlier, our great High Prieft, making 
interceflion for us continually; that*z£;^ ^^r^ 
all the children of God by faith in Jefus Chrift'^ 
and if children, then heirs ^ heirs of God, and joint 
heirs with Chriji.'' 

Thefe are all fuch glorious privileges, puf- 
chafed for us by Chrift, that it feems impof- 

* I Tim. i. 15. ^ Gal.iii. »6. * Rom. viii. 17. 

fiblc 
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fible for any Chriitian not to love him. And 
we do not wonder that the prophets, fordee* 
ing his incarnation and appearance in tbe 
world, called him thedeRre of allnatimsi that 
all nations Jboidd call bim bleffed*^ that ni/ th 
families of tbe earth Jbotdd be happy in him} 

But then we are apt to forget, that this Si^ 
viouTj whom we love and admire, is ojir prime 
and lawgiver-, that we are his fubje6b, and 
bound to obey all his laws; that he is to bo ^ 
our jud^e^ and will call us to a very ftri6l ac* 
coimt, if we pretend to be his fervants, to hve 
bimy and do not tbe things which be commands 
us. And this makes a ftrangc alteration in 
our afFeftions, when we call to mind what our 
Redeemer expefts from usj what ftrifl: laws 
this prince has given for the good govern* 
ment of his fubjc6ls; and upon what cond^^ 
tions he will be ^faviour to us. 

Thefe thoughts are apt to leflcn our joys, 
and we are almoft ready to fay, in the words 
of the prophet Ifaiah, liii. 3, there is no beauty 
in him that we Jhould defre him. And it is then 
we find that a matter of difficulty, which be^ 
fore we thought theeafieft duty in the world. 
And indeed it is the hardeft thing to flefh and 
blood to hve bimfincerely^ who commands usj 
for his fake, to renounce all that is dear to us 
in this world; to deny one's felf a great many 
things which we are very paffionateljr fond 
of; to keep under the body, and bring it 

' Hag. u. 7. ^ Pial.lxxii. 17. ^ Gtp. xxviii. 14. 

into- 
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into fubjeftioti: not to conform ourfelves ac- 
cording to this prefent evil world, for which 
we are fure to be reproached ; and yet to efteem 
this reproach of Chrift before all worldly ad- 
vantages; to glory in nothing fo much as in 
the crofs of our Lord Jefus Chrift, by which 
we are taught to defpife all that the world 
doats on. 

Thefe are the commands of Jefus Chrift, 
concerning which hear what our Saviour him- 
felf faith :^ Te are my friends, ye are they that 
love me J if ye do ^whatever I command you. 

When, therefore, we read the hiftory of otir 
Lord's life with a fenfible pleafure; whsn we 
admire at his wonderful humilitjritrthe man- 
ner of his birth; for the Son or the Higheft 
to be bom of a poor Vir^n, in an obfcure 
town, inthe worft part of that poor town, to 
live a private life, to want many of the con- 
veniences even of fuch a hfe; to fee him re- 
fufe to be made a king, content to be called 
an impoftor, a dealer with the devil ; fufFering 
himfelf to be betrayed, to be fcorned, to be 
crucified; and all this to fatisfy the juftice of 
God for his finful creatures that had offended 
him. No Chriflian can hear thefe things 
without being fenfibly afFefted. 

But then we fhould confider the meaning 
of this wonderful order of Providence ; that it 
was to convince us, that this is not the world 
we were made for; that it is no great matter 
how poor we are born, how many things we 
» joim xiv. 15. want. 
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want, how much wc are defpifed, what fevere 
things we fufFer, provided we do our duty in 
that ftate of life in which the Providence of 
God has placed us; for as much as the hap- 

f)inefs which God has provided for them that 
ove him, will make fufficient amends fof 
whatever they want or fiiflfer here. 

To love Jefus Chriit, therefore, is to love 
his humility, his patience, \\is felf-denialy and to 
imitate them; and this will dilpofe us to love 
him as our Prince and Lawgiver \ to love his 
commands, and to obey them to the beft of our 
power; without which all other inftances and 
expreflions of love will fignify very little. If 
ye love me, faith Chrift himfelf, keep my com- 
mandments. This is the end of all religion. 

We dedicate our children to Chrift in bap- 
tifm, that they may be bound betimes to keep 
his laws; they promife to do fo themfelves at 
confirmation. We renew thefe vows every time 
we receive the Lord's Supper; we pray to 
God in his name; we read his life, and re- 
member his fayings; and all this that we may 
be prevailed on to keep his laws. And we 
plainly delude ourfelves, if we hope that any 
other expreflions of our love will excufe us 
from obeying his commands. Not every one 
that faith unto me. Lord, Lord, fhall enter into 
the kingdom of heaven, but he that doeth the will 
of my Father which is in heaven. 

What ! fhall we fay then, that there are but 
few that love the Lord Jefus Chrift in fmce- 

rity, 



AS SAVIOUR, PRINCE^ AND LAWGIVER. 427 

rity, and that, the reft are anathema ? We dare 
not pronounce this fentence: that muft be 
left till the Lord comes to judgment. In the 
mean time, it nearly concerns us all to pre- 
vent that fentence, and to poffefs our hearts 
with fuch a love of Ghrift, as may at once 
afFe6l our hearts, and influence our lives. 

To obtain this, it is neceffary, above all 
things, 

II. T^hat we be thoroughly con'vinced of our mi" 
fery^ without the blejjing of a Redeemer. 

To be born injin^ and to be the children of 
wrath 'y this we are taught as foon as we can 
fpeak. But who confiders the meaning of 
thefe words, even while we feel the fad efFefts 
of the fm of our firft parents ? The words of 
the text offer us an inftance of our mifery. 

It is unqueftionably true that God made 
man to love and to ferve him. Our firft pa- 
rents before the fall did fo undoubtedly; and 
it was their higheft pleafure to love God and 
to obey him. Do we find it now fo with us? 
Very far from it. We think of him with pain 
and difficulty; we obey him unwillingly; we 
are backward in aflcing his bleflings, and we 
cafily forget to thank him for his favours; we 
boldly break his laws, and we are not fuffi- 
ciently afraid when we have done fo. 

What a ftrange diforder is this! That a 
creature made to love and to depend upon 
God, fhould love every thing. better than God; 
(hould find an uneafinefs iti God's prefence; 

fliould 
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fhould take delight in fuch tlungs as £(pleafe 
God; and fhould think it a burthen even to 
afk a favour of him ! 

This plainly fhews, that men, by nature, 
do not love -God; that they have loft the 
image of God, in which they were created; 
that God is angry with them; and that it is 
only for Chrift's fake that he fhould ^ver be 
reconciled to them. 

A man muft be blind not to fee that this is 
the condition of every man, and that it is a mi- 
ferable one without theblefling of a Redeemer; 
cfpecially if we confider how much worfe wc 
have made our condition by the many a£lual 
tranfgreffions of oiu* lives. So that we may 
truly fay, in the words of Ifaiah,^ Our iniqut- 
ties have feparated betwixt us and our God^ and 
eur fins have hid his face from us. The confe* 
quence of which muft be fhame, and forrow, 
and fear, left we fhould be for ever miferable. 
And miferable we fhould have been, had not 
Jefus Chrift undertaken to redeem us. It is to 
him we owe our redemption, even the forgive- 
nefs of our fms. Godfent his only begotten Son 
into the world, that we might live through him} 

Whoever lays thefe things to heart, and en- 
deavours to poflfefs his foul with a fenfe of its 
mifery, and with the love of Chrift in recon* 
ciling us to God, will eafily fee the blefling of 
^ Redeemer, and will have one of the ftrongeft 
piotives tolovt^m with all his heart. Our 

^ Chap. lix. 9. * I Jolin iv, 9. 

Lord 
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Lord would convince us of the truth of this,, 
in that moit affefting parable recorded by St. 
Luke:* There was a certain creditor^ which bad 
two debtors : the one owed him five hundred pence^ 
and the other fifty. And when they bad nothing 
to payy he frankly forgave them both. Which of 
them will love him mofi? Certainly he to whom 
he forgave mofi. 

I fhall conclude this particular with the ob- 
fervation of a very learned man," to this pur- 
pofe: ^^ Our redemption being a work of as 
" great mercy, atleafi to us^ as was that of our 
^ creation, we could not but love our Rc- 
" deemer even as much as God that made us. 
*' It was therefore abfolutely neceflary that 
" God fliould redeem us, otherwife we ihould 
*' have been obliged to have loved a creatulr 
" equal with God our creator." 

III. We come now to another delufion of 
Chriftians, who hope that they may love Jefus 
Chrifi well enough without renouncing the love of 
the world. To prevent this, our Lord has 
exprefsly told us, that no man can ferve two 
mafiers : and all thoughtful people have found 
it {o by experience. For if the love of the 
world rule m our hearts, the love of Chrift 
will find little entertainment there. And wc 
are required to love him with all our hearts^ 
on purpofq to cure us of an immoderate lovi5 
for the world, which would otherjvife take up 
all our thoughts, and tim^Pbd afFeflions. 



Chap. tII. 41, 5cc. ^ Mr. Malbrandi, In hU Chriitian Dialogue. 

Was 
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Was it not for this very reaion, as was ol> 
ferved before, that our Lord made choice of a 
life of poverty, to convince the poory that they 
are not ill dealt with; that they are free from 
a great many temptations, which would hin- 
der them in their way to heaven ? 

Was it not to convince the rich, that they 
are in the midft of fnares and dangers; that 
they have need of more grace to fecure them 
frpm falling ; and that the greateft fatisfadtion 
this Tife can afford them, will not make 
amends for the lofs of heaven ? 

People are juftly offended when they fee a 
plergyman fet his heart upon the world; and 
they conclude, truly, that fuch a man cannot 
iove the Lord with all his heart. But then thqr 
flionld confider, that the fame affection for 
the world in any other Chriflian will extin* 
guifh the love of Chrift; and that all Chrif- 
tians are equally bound to renounce the love 
of the world, who defire to love God as they 
ihould do. 

In fhort; it is not for nothing that Jefus 
Chrifl has faid fo many fevere things againft 
riches, and the love of the world. It is be- 
caufe he knew how hard it is to be innocent 
in the midft of abundance; to enjoy the good 
things of this world, without loving them too 
well ; and how apt people that have theni are, 
to tmft in. them, to forget God, and to fet 
their hearts upon them. He has therefore 
afTured us, that they ai'e no mark of God's 

favour; 
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favour; that people may want tliem, and be 
the happier tor it; that luch as have loft theih 
may eafily make up that lofs, by fccuring a 
treafure m heaven; and that this is the ufe 
virhich they ought to make of fuch vifitations 
of Providence. 

I confider what people will fay to all this. 
They will aflc, for inftance, who is it that does 
not love the world? It is a queftion that 
ought to be anfwered, becaufe the Spirit of 
God fays exprefsly, that the love of God and 
the world are inconfiftent; and yet we are 
bound to live in the world, to take care of our 
families, and not to negleft our bufinefs. 

A man therefore may live in the world, and 
may live like a Chriftian, provided he avoids 
all things that are finful, or the occafions of 
fin ; and that he does not fet his heart upon 
what he has or labours for. 

Our bleffed Lord lived in the world, and 
complied with the laws and cuftoms of the 
world; and there was nothing fingular in his 
life but his holinefs. 

A good man, therefore, will not . let the 
hurry of bufinefs fo far gain upon him as to 
make him forget that this is not the world he 
was made for. If the world favours him, he 
will receive its favours with a fear and jea- 
loufy, left he fhould be corrupted by them; 
he will not think himfelf one jot the better 
for thefe outward advantages, nor others the 
worfe for wanting them; he will deny him- 
felf 
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ielf a great many things, which his circum- 
fiances might rumifh him with; he will be 
always ready to do good to fuch as are in mi- 
fery; and by a temperance in all things, will 
be ever prep^ured patiently to endure what the 
Providence of God fhall order for him. 

Thefe are all ChrifHan duties, and yet they 
would not be required of us, if it were not 
poflible (by the grace of God) to perfom 
them acceptably in the midft of worlaly bufi- 
nefs. And the only fault is, when people 
forget that they are accountable to God, that 
they depend upon him, that they arc haflen* 
ing to another world, and that their hearts 
fliould be there. And fothey content them* 
felves with fome bare outwai^ refpe£bs and 
teftimonies of their love to God, with a form 
of godlinefs, without ever feeling the power 
thereof; and this they call a love for their 
Saviour. 

IV. We fhall therefore be obliged to con- 
fider, what are the true marks ofajincere love 
for Jefus Chrijl? Let us hear what our Sa- 
viour has faid in anfwer to this queftion; If 
ye Jove me, keep my commandments*, and. He that 
lovetb me not, keepeth not my fayings^ 

Thefe words are fo plain, that one would 
think here was no room for a miftake. What 
other meaning can they have but this: — ^That 
obedience to the laws of the gofpel is the fureft 
iign of our refpeft for Jefus Chrift, and the 
only condition of favour with God? Upon 
^ John xiv. X5, 24. wnich 
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which I cannot but make this juft obfervation : 
that the great difficulties of a Chriftian life lie 
in this, in mortifying our corrupt afFe6lions, 
in weaning our hearts from the love of the 
world, and uniting them to Chrift; not in 
knowing what our duty requires of us; for 
this is fo plain, that the wayfaring metiy though 
never fo fimple^ cannot err therein. Whereas 
Chriftians, for the moft part, contrary to all 
good fenfe, fpend the moft of their thoughts, 
and time, and pains, in getting ftill mortf 
knowledge; and look upon the praSiice of 
Chriftianity as the eafieft thing in the world. 

This is a delufion which is found amongft 
all forts of Chriftians. The unlearned excufe 
themfelves from a great many duties, on ac- 
count of their ignorance. And the more 
learned do very often place religion in being 
able to iay a great many things about it; and 
in the mean while, thefe plain truths are not 
taken notice of: ^at the love of Chrift is the 
fhorteft way of knowing our duty\ and that the 
keeping his commands is the fur eft teftimony of our 
love for him. 

li this were well confidered, Chriftians 
would be more concerned to avoid and to 
refift temptations ; to pray often for grace to 
do their duty; 'to examine their hearts and 
their lives, and to amend where they have 
done amifs ; and their knowledge would cer- 
tainly increkfe with their obedience. So faith 
our Saviour: He that loveth mcy that is, that 

.VOL. I. • F F keepeth 
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keepeth my commands, /hall be loved of my 
Father y and I mill love bim^ and manifep wy^ 
felfuHto him/ 

To conclude, therefore, this particular:— 
Chriftians are not to judge of the fincerity of 
their love of Chrift fo much by the pleafuit 
they take in knowing his kws, in aamiring 
his goodnefs, in fpeaking well of his ways, as 
by the effefts thefe produce. If we hate that 
fm which coft him fo dear: if we learn from 
his humility, his patience, his felf-denial, to 
imitate him, to fet our afFeftions on things 
above; if we read his gofpel with a fincere 
defire to know his will, and with a full pur- 
pofe of heart to keep his fayingsj laftly, if 
we find that our love ftirs us up to an honed 
difcharge of the duties of our calling, perfefl:- 
ing holinefs in the fear of God; why then we 
have the witnefs in ourfelves, that our love is 
fuch as it fhould be. But if it does not do 
thi^, it is no more than an idle notion. 

But how (hall we poflefs our hearts with 
fuch a fincere love? Why; that is what I 
would fay in a few words. We muft know 
that we want a Saviour; we muft beg of God 
to give us an inward feeling of our own mi- 
fery ; we muft live up to that meafure of grace 
and knowledge which God has given us; wc 
muft confider who this Redeemer is, what he 
has done for us; that he has merited the par- 
don of our fins if we repent and forfake them; 

P John xiv. 21. 

that 
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that he is continually interceding for all thofe 
that come unto God by him; and that the 
conlequence of all this will be, (if it is not our 
own raults) we ftiall be eternally happy. 

I do not fay that all this is to be done with- 
out care and pains, and a great deal of trou- 
ble. It is a difficult thing to poffefs our hearts 
with a fincere love of Chrift ; becaufe we muft 
firft renounce all other afFeftions contrary to 
the love of our Saviour. But then this con- 
vinces us of the truth of Chriftianity, which 
requires of us fuch things as no man ever 
could come up to, unlefs affifted by a divine 
power. And if an infidel will fay any thing 
againft the Chriftian Religion, he muft fay 
one of thefe two things; either that there 
never was any man who lived up to his pro- 
feffion, which would be a bold faying indeed; 
or that God does blefs and enable thofe that 
love and ferve him, to do his will. 

In fhort, when we confider who it is that 
has redeemed us — no lefs a perfon than the Son 
of God', — ^what it is he requires of us; namely, 
to avoid fuch things as would make us for ever 
miferable; — what favours he has purchafed 
for US; namely, that he has made our peace 
with God, and has obtained for us a title to 
eternal happinefs. If we confider his won- 
derful condefcenfion, in taking our nature 
upon him; in fubmitting to all the hardfhips 
of a miferable life, and a more miferable 
death, in order to deliver us from death eternal. 
F F 2 — If, 
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— If, laftly, we confider, that we are com- 
mand-d to honour the Son even as we honour 
the Father; that whatever we ajk in bis nam^ 
God will give us\ that our prefent and future 
welfare depends upon his interceffion with 
God for us. Whoever lays thefe things to 
heart will be convinced, that Jefus Chrift has 
indeed merited our love; that we cannot thiiA 
of him too highly; that we c^xinot fpeak ol 
him too worthily; that we cannot worjhip 
him too reverently. 

How unhappy then are thofe people, and 
how careful {hould all good Chriftians be not 
to hearken to them, who would lead us to 
think, and to fpeak, and to believe, and to aft, 
as if there were danger of loving their Lord 
too much, of honouring him too highly, and 
of ferving him too religioufly. Chriftians 
fhould beware of this, left they ftiould at laft 
be tempted to deny the Lord that bought 
them, and bring upon themfelves fwift de- 
ftru^tion ! 

To conclude: — It is no wonder, that there 
are perfons to whom Jefus Chrift and his 
gofpel are no way acceptable : it cannot pof- 
fibly be otherwife. Can a man (for inftance) 
who will not fee his own mifery, think that 
he has need of help ? Can a man of pleafures 
love that gofpel which bids him not love his 
pleafures upon pain of damnation? Can a 
man of the world think that a wife do6!rine, 
which fo often tells him, that thofe who truft 

in 
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in riches can' hardly go to heaven; and that 
it is hard to have riches and not to truft in 
them ? In fhort; can people heartily embrace 
a teacher, tho' come from God, who forbids 
them a thoufand things which they are paf- 
lionately fond of, and which they will have, 
let what will follow ? 

And was it not this that made Jefus Chrift 
a ftumbling-block to both Jews and Gentiles, 
when he firft appeared intheflefh? They 
came to fee and hear him with their paffions 
about them ; and they could fee notning in 
him worth admiring, befides the wonders that 
he wrought. 

It is juft fo with all thofe at this day, who 
embrace a Saviour without refolving to leave 
their fins. They may fpeak of him with re-*- 
fpe6l, but it is impoffible they (hould love him. 
They may rejoice with his church for com- 
pany, but they will have no reafon for it in 
the end. For this fame Jefus, who came to 
fave us, and to deliver us from the wrath to 
comcy muft firft deliv-er us from all iniquity ^ 
from this prefent evil wprld)^ from our vain conr 
verfationJ If we will not fuffer him to do 
this, inftead of a Saviour, he will be our 
Judge to condemn us to eternal mifery. 

Now, the fhort of what has been faid is 
this: — Jefus Chrift has merited our fincereft 
love. If we defire to love him fmcerely, we 
muft endeavour to do what we believe will 

% GaL i. 4. ! I Pet. 1. 18» 

pleafe 
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pleafe him. We cannot do this, without 
denying ourfelves in many things whidi we 
are very fond of. We mall want an efpedai 
grace to do this, for of ourfelves we are not 
able. To this end Jefus Chrift has obtained 
for us this (ignal privilege, that we may call 
God Our Father f a favour tvhicfa no peq)le 
ever had before the coming of Chrift. So 
that we may go to God witibi an afliirance of 
being heard, as a child ^oes to his father. 

If we make ufe of this privilege, and pray 
to God in the fincerity of our fouls, and a 
fenfe of our mifery, he will hear us, and for 
his Son's fake, he will juftify us, will change 
all our difpofitions, and we fliall love him, 
and his Son Jefus Chrift, as our only good 
and our portion for ever. 

Now, unto him that loved us, and wafhed 
us from our fins in his own blood; to him be 
glory and dominion for ever and ever. And 
may grace be with all them that love the Lord 
Jejus Chrift injincerity.^ Amen. 

» Eph. vi. 24. 
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THE CHRISTIAN'S ARMOUR, 



EPHES. VI. lO 19. 

Finally, my Brethren, be ftrong in the Lord, and in the 
power of his might. Put on the whole armc»jr of God, 
that ye may be able to ftand againft the wiles of the Devil. 
For we wreftle not againft flefli and blood, but againft 
principalities, againft powers, againft the rulers of the 
darknefs of this world, againft fpiritual wickednefs in high 
places. Wherefore take unto ypu the whole Armour of 

• God, that ye may be able to withftand in the evil day, and 
having done all, to ftand. Stand therefore, having your 
loins girt about with Truth, and having on the Breaft- 
plate of Righteoufnefs; and your feet ftiod with the pre- 
paration of the Gofpel of Peace : above all, taking the 
Shield of Faith, wherewith ye (hall be able to quench all 
the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the Helmet of 
Salvation, and the Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word 
of God : praying always with all prayer and fupplication 
in the fpirit, and watching thereunto with all perfeverance, 
and fupplication for all faints; and for me, 4;hat utterance 
may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly 
to make known the myftery of the Gofpel.* 

THERE are three things, which are the 
ruin of too many Chriftians. 
\ft. A confident prefuming upon their own 
ftrength. 

• See a Cor. iii. 5. i Pet. v. i, 9. 1 John v. 4« Epiftle for the 
aift Sunday after Trinity. 

zdlp An 
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2dh. An utter ignoraijce of the enemies 
they have to deal with. 

2^dly. A wilful negleft of the means which 
God affords them for overcoming thofc 
enemies. 

Chriftians have warning of thefc things 
given them betimes. One of the firft things 
Siey are taught is, that of themfelves they are 
not able to keep the commandments of God, 
or to ferve him without his fpecial grace. 
They have at their baptifm renounced the 
devil, who is the declarai enemy of God and 
of all good men ; and they have been put into 
pofleffion of the means of working out their 
lalvation. And yet people perifti, becaufe 
they will not lay thefe things to hearts 

The portion of fcripture which I have now 
read to you will be very proper to put you in 
mind of thefe things. You will fee, in the 
firft place, how neceflary it is to dijlruji our-- 
f elves J as we hope to be fafe. Then you will 
fee what great reafon we have to be upon our 
guard, on account of the enemies we have 
to deal with. Andlaftly; you will fee what 
provifion our gracious God has made for our 
defence againft all the aflaults of our adver- 
faries. Thefe are matters of great import- 
ance, and I pray you will confider them 
along with me. 

Brethren, (faith the apoftle) bejirong in the 
Lordy and in the power of his might -y that is, 

depend 
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depend not upon yourfelves, but on God's 
affiftance, who is mighty to fave. 

Learn, in the firft place, to diftruft your- 
felves; acknowledge your own poverty and 
weaknefs; renounce all pretence to wifdom. 
and felf-government; and remember, that it 
is much better to be made fenfible of our own 
frailty, by giving credit to God's word, (which 
tells us that of ourfelves we are nothing) than 
to feel it fadly, by being permitted, by the juft 
judgment of God, to fall into fome grievous, 
fhameful, or deftru6tive crime, to convince us 
of the folly of depending upon ourfelves. 

In one word; men art nBturaWy proud^ felf- 
conceited, have too good opinion of their own 
reafon, of their own refolutionsy and of their 
oyNnfirength\ fo that God is forced to leave 
them often to themfelves, to make them fee 
their error. 

Was not this the cafe of St. Peter? Our 
Lord had told all his difciples, Without me ye 
can do nothing. St. Peter, forgetful of this, 
and finding himfelf difpofed to ftand by his 
mafter even to death, confidently declares, 
though IJhould die with thee, yet will I not deny 
thee in any wife. And we all know how this 
ended. 

And be afTured, good Chriftians, thus it will 
be. with every man living, who fhall truft in 
himfelf, and not in God alone. Be firong in 
the Lord, and in the power of his might. Get 
^i entire confidence in God, by conlidering 

his 
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his power, his wiSAom^ and his goodne&; that 
he knows all our weaknefs, and our wants; 
that nothing is impoffible with God; and that 
he is fo infinitely good, that hc.defires our 
happinefs more tlian we ourfelves do. He 
had compailion upon us, even when we were 
enemies and finners; he has delivered us out 
of the kingdom and flavery of the devil, and 
put us under the government of his only Son 
our Lord Chrift, who governs us by his Jaws 
and hy Ills fpirity and will infallibly bring us 
to heaven, if, denying our own wills and de- 
fires, we depend upon the goodnefsj grace, and 
power of God, to defend us againft our ene- 
mies. For, faith the text, we wrejlk not ody 
againji jieJJo and bloody that is, with men like 
ourfelves, but againft principalities and powers^ 
againjl the rulers of the darknefs of this world, 
againft fpiritual wickednefs in high places. 

Thefe are the enemies we have to wreftle 
with ; namely, againft the devil and Ins an- 
gels ; who, in oppofition to God, hath fet up a 
kingdom in this world; whofe fubjefts are 
wicked men and unbelievers, who, by the 
power of evil fpirits, are kept in darknefs, nei- 
ther feeing nor fearing the danger they are in. 

In which fad condition, and flavery, we and 
all mankind had continued to this day, had 
not the moft high God fet up a kingdom and 
power mightier than that of Satan, even the 
kbrrdom of his Son our Lord Jefus Chrift; 
who hath called us out of darknefs unto the 

Hght 
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light of the gofpel, and who will enable all 
his faithful fubjefls and fervants, to refift all 
the power of the enemy, to avoid his malice, 
and to overcome his forces. But then we 
muft, as the Spirit direfts us, put on the whole 
armour ofGod^ that we may be able tojiand [our 
ground] againji all the wiles of the devil \ efpe- 
cially in the evil day^ that is, in the time of 
trial and temptation. If then we want our 
armour, our defence, we fhall certainly fall 
before our enemies. 

What this armour is, the apoftle fets down 
very particularly in the following verfes. And 
it behoves every Chriftian to remember them, 
and to be provided with them, as he hopes 
for falvation. And they are, truths faiths ^igh- 
teoujnefsy peace ^ hope^ and prayer. Thefe arc 
called the whole Armour of God; thefe being 
neceflary for every Chriftian who expefts to 
overcome. 

You muft, in the firft place, have your loins 
girt about with Truth-, tnat is, you muft be 
fully perfuaded of the truth of the Chriftian 
Religion which you profefs; remembering, 
that the gofpel is God's word and will, given 
unto us by his own Son, whom we are com- 
manded to hear and obey by a voice from hea- 
ven, and who confirmed his gofpel by the 
greateft miracles^ by which you are inftru6led 
what you muft do to inherit eternal life. 

It teaches you, for example, that you are to 
love God above all things, and to mew your 

love 
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love by keeping his commandments; that you 
are to love your neighbour as yourfelf ; to do 
good to all • to forgive thofe that have injured 
you; to fpeak evil of no man; nor to defraud 
or wrong any body. 

It teaches you to fet a true value upon your 
own foul, by afTuring you, that the whole 
world ought not to tempt you to lofc it; that 
fins of impurity, rioting, and drunkennefs, 
will infallibly Ihut you out of heaven; and 
that fuch as are meek and humble, and fearful 
of offending, are in the way of falvation. . 

In fhort; this is the Word of T^ruth^ which 
a Chriftian ought to have always about him, 
as near his heart as the very girdle about his 
loins. This is the i*ule by which he is to 
live, and by which he is to be judged; the 
very beft armour he can have againft errors of 
all kinds : for having this at hand, he will 
fee, that he mull not be led by the authority 
or cuftoms of the world, nor be frightened by 
its terrors, by its reproaches, or fcoms; he 
will fee what is moft to be dejiredy what moft 
to ht feared^ what to be avoided. In one word; 
by confulting this Word of Truth, his heart 
will be firmly eftdblifhed againft all the wiles 
of the devil, which would lead him to error 
and deceit. 

II. The next defence of a Chriftian is, the 
Brcafi'flate of RtghteoiifneJs\ that is, a confci- 
entious difcharge of all the duties of our call- 
ing, which, in the day of trial, will fecure a 

Chriftian 
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Chriftian from fuch affaults of Satan aS tend 
to lead him to defpair. 

And indeed an holy life is of the fame ufe to 
a Chriftian, that a breaft-plate is to a foldier 
to keep off blows in the day of battle. For 
though all our righteoufnejfes (as the prophet 
fpeaks, Ifaiah Ixiv. 4,) are but as filthy ragSy 
yet having the teftimony of a fincere defire to 
pleafe God, God for his Son's fake accepts of 
our work and our perfons, and then the enemy 
is at a lofs what to fay agahift us. 

A Chriftian will not fay, I am righteous, 
and therefore I am fecure; but he will fay, I 
have lived in all good confcience, I have been 
fincere, though I have not been perfe6t; and 
Satan himfelf knows, that God, for Chrift's 
fake, will accept of this inftead of a perfe6t 
obedience. 

III. The next provifion which a Chriftian 
ought to make for his fecurity is, that his feet 
bejhod with the preparation of the Gofpel of 
Peace \ that is, that we walk in the practice of 
that peaceablenefs and charity recommended 
in the gofpel, which will make our Chriftian 
courfe more fafe and lefs troublefome. For 
as anger ftirreth upfirife^ and being indulged 
too long, or too much, will give place or op- 
portunity to the devil to ftir up adverfaries 
againft us ; fo meeknefs and long-fufering will 
prefeftjre us from many temptations and perfe- 
cutions, as did the foldiers' fhoes of brafs de- 
fend 
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fend them from the caltrops laid in thdr way 

to hinder their march. 

This is called the wifdom which is from 
abovcy that is, from heaven; which teacheth 
us to be gentle in our behaviour, meek in our 
words, peaceable in our lives, not rendering 
evil for evily or railing for railings but contrari-^ 
wife blejjings. 

Thefe are the arms of a Chriftian. By 
thefe he is to overcome the adverfaries of his 
foul, he is to overcome e^)il with good-, and as 
much as in him lieth, live peaceably with all men. 
By which he will efcape infinite tempations 
and dangers. 

IV. But above all the rejl (faith the text) take 
the Shield of Faith y — of faith in the power, wif- 
dom, and goodnefs of God, wherewith ye Jhall 
be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked ^ 
that is, render all the devil's attempts ufelefs 
and of no force. 

God has not left us to the uncertainty of our 
own reafonings, about things which concern 
our fouls and eternity; but he has given us his 
holy Word, and in that has declared, what is 
truth, what is reafonable, what is neceffary to 
be believed, what to be done, in order to our 
happinefs. Fix then this in your heart, that 
this is God's word, and that every fyllable is 
true and will moft certainly be made good; and 
this will defend you as a Ihield, agairtft the 
delufions of error, againft the profane argu- 
ments of wicked men, againft the fnares of 

your 



THE christian's ARMOUR, 447 

your own deceitful heart, and againft the 
aflauhs of the devil. 

For inftance : —If he fhail at any time tempt 
you to defpair^ by fuggefting how weak you 
are, and fubjeft to fin, your faith will tell 
you, (that is, God himfelf tells you) that bis 
grace is fufficient-y that he who raifed Jefus our 
Lord from the dead, can raife us from the 
death of fm unto the life of righteoufhefs. 

If he would tempt you to prefumption^ your 
faith will tell you, what your Lord and Maf- 
ter faid to his difciples :^ When ye jhall have 
done all thofe things which are commanded yoUy 
fay^ we are unprofitable Jervants^ we hofue done 
that which was our duty to do. And, Let him 
that thinketh hejlandeth^ take heed left he fall!" 

If you are tempted Xofins of impurity^ your 
faith will tell you plainly, T!hat no whore^ 
monger^ nor unclean perfon^ ftjall inherit the 
" kingdofn of heaven-^ but ft^all be caft into outer 
darknefsy where the worm dieth noty and the fire 
is not quenched. 

If you are tempted to frauds or injuftice^ or 
opprejpony your rule will tell you. That you 
muft do ^violence to no man^ nor defraud your 
brother in any matter^ becaufe the Lord is the 
avenger of all fuch! 

If you are tempted to covetoufnefsy you will 
remember the words and caution of Jefus 
Chrift,' How hardly fi^all they that have riches 

^ Luke xvii. 10. * 1 Cor. x, la. * Eph. v. 5. 
« Luke iiL 14. ' I ThciT. iv. 6. « Luke xviii. a4. 

enter 
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enter into the kingdom of heaven. And What 
will it profit a man, if he Jhould gain the whole 
worldj and lofe bis ownjbul?^ 

If the devil would tempt you to drunkennejs 
nnd fenfuality, yon have this plain caution 
given you, that if you live under the guilt of 
thefe fins, Chriftianity will be of no advan- 
tage; for the Chriftian religion teacheth us,' 
to deny ungodlinefs and worldly lufiy and to live 
fiber ly^ right eoufiy^ and godly ^ in thisprefent world 

If you are poor^ and the devil would tempt 
you to di [content y to envy, or to better your con-- 
dition by unjuji ways, remember the words of 
Jefus Chriil:*" Blejfed areyepoor,foryour^s is 
the kingdom of heaven. Blejfed are ye that hun- 
ger now, for ye Jhall be filled. And that poor 
Lazarus, when he died, was carried by the 
angels into paradife, while the rich man went 
to hell,^ there to be tormented. Having food 
and raiment, be content therewith; for I will 
never leave thee, nor forfake thee^ faith the 
Lord Almighty. 

Laftly; if the enemy of your foul would 
cafi a damp upon yourfpirits, by fuggefting that 
you cannot pleafe God by all that you can do; 
why then fupport yourfelf by fuch truths as 
thefe: that God is not unrighteous-,^ that he has 
given us leave to call him father-, that a father 
will not'Caft off his children who defire to 
pleafe him, though fometimes they do what 

^ Mark viii. 36. ' Tit. ii. is. * Luke vi. ao, ai. 
* Luke xvl. '" llcb. xiii, 5. " Hcb. vi. io» 

they 
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they fhould not; and, that be that /pared not 
his own Sony hut gave hint up for ns ally howiviU 
be not with him alfo freely give us ail things?'' 

V. To proceed : — ^The next piece of fpiritual 
armour is the hope of Sahationy which will 
ferve for an helmet or head-piece. And well 
it may; for what can difcourage him whofe 
hope is in the Lord of hofts; who has laid up 

for them that fight the good fight of faith y an im^ 
mortal crown of glory thatfa4eth not away. 

In all our tribulations, therefore, let us, as 
Mofes had, have refpeB unto the recompence pf 
reward:^ Let us take our bfeffed Lord for an 
example, whoy for the joy. that was fet befori 
himy endured the crofsy defpifing the pame^ and 
isfet down at the right hand of God ^ 

VI. To thefe we muft add, thefword of the 
Spirit y which is the word of God; by which we 
fhaJl be able rightly to judge betwixt good 
and evil, and defend ourfelves againft the ftra- 
tagems of the devil, as our Lord did in the 
wildemefs, who, when he was tempted of 
Satan, {till filenced him with a fentence of 
fcripture, which the tempter flew from as a 
coward would from the fword of a conqueror, 

Laftlyr To all thefe we muft add prayer^ 
fiipplicationy and perfeverance in thefe; by 
which we Ihall be able either to prevent or 
remove all the evils we are fubjeft to, or 
have the grace to bear them with fatisfaftion 
or patience. 

** Rom. viii. ix* ? Heb. xi. a6. « Heb. xij. %, 
VOL. I. Q G ' AU 
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All the fore-mentioned graces are the gift 
of God; from him we muft aik them, and 
from him we muft receive them, if ever we 
have them. But then we muft learn to afk 
them with the humility of creatures that know 
their wants, with the reverence of people who 
know their diftance, and with the earnefine^ 
of Chriftians who loiow they ai-e undone un- 
lefs their petitions are grantoJ. 

And whoever with thefe diipofitions lays 
his wants before God, lamentmg his own 
miferies, and eameftly begging the graces of 
God's Holy Spirit to fupport lum in his 
Chriftian warfare, fhall certainly find the good 
effeft of his prayers. For, l^th our Lord 
Chrift," i/ye^ being evily know how to give good 
things unto your children % how much morejbai 
your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit (and 
in that all good things) to them that ajkhim^ 

And now, good Chriftians, having ex{dain- 
cd to you a portion of fcripture, which oi^ht 
to be very well underftood and remembered,! 
would defire you to confider, whether you caa 
imagine, that ChiiiHanity is an idle fiate of 
life, or that any man can hope to get to h» 
ven without concern^ and care^ and pains^ ami 
Jlrivingy without taking the armour vdodK 
God has provided for our fecurity? 

You fee what enemies you have to dol 
with : fatan^ a very malicious and powerfiai 
fpirit; the worldy a, very deceitful bewitduig 

' Luke XL xj. 

adveE&Ti 
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adverfary; and laftly, an heart defperately 
corrupt and wicked. 

Verily, if our gracious God had not pitied 
our condition, and had not provided us with 
fuitable fecurity againft fuch enemies, not one 
man living; could have been faved. Shall we 
then, becaufe God has been careful of us, be 
carelefs of ourfelves ? Shall we live as if there 
were no danger, becaufe God has provided us 
with arms to oppofe our enemies ? 
. Believe it, good Chriftians, it is not for no- 
thing that the apoftle exhorts us to work out 
our owttfahation with fear and trembling. 

Whoever would continue Chrift's faithful 
ibldier and fervant unto his life's end, and in- 
herit eternal life after death, muft njQatchy iand 
pray J and believe y and hope^ and Jlrivej sxidpa-* 
tiently endure hardfhips, or his Chriftian pro- 
feffion will iignif y very little to him at the laft. 

It is not fufficient to renounce the devil and 
all his works y to profefs to believe in God, and 
to promife to ferve him all our days, unlefs in 
good eameft we do fo, and become Chriftians 
m deed as well as in name, with which too 
many, God knows, content themfelves. 

Let me therefore fet before you the charac^ 
ter of a true Chriftian — one who is in the way 
of falvation, that every one of us may fee how 
far we come ftiort of it, th^t wei may amend 
what is amifs in us. 

A true Chriftian then is one whom the Spirit 

of God has awakened into a deep fenfe of bis 

G G 2 (^vm 
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own mifery; — who can have no reft, until he 
knows what be muji do to iefaved; — and bdng 
convinced that he muft pafs through a cor- 
rupt world, infinite errors, and powerful ene- 
mies, in his way to heaven, his neart is filled 
with a godly fear, and diftruft,o£rjhimfelf, 
(knowing, by fad experience, his own weak- 
nefs) till at laft he finds he mull perifli, unlefi 
God affifts him with the means of overcom- 
ing his enemies. He fets himfelf therefore in 
good eameft to know the will of God-, .that is, 
by what means God will enable a poor, weak, 
iinful creature to get the better of fo many 
adverfaries, which he is fure to meet with in 
his way to happinefs. And having learned 
that the gofpel is the rule by which we muft 
live, becaufe by it we muft be judged, that a 
firm faith in the power of God for over- 
coming of all difficulties, that a lively hope in 
his promifes, that a fincere endeavour after 
righteoufiiefs, and a peaceable behaviour to- 
wards all men j that thefe are the means which 
God has ordained for our fafetyj he there- 
fore labours with all his might, to put his 
whole confidence in Gody never prefuming upon 
his own ftrength; to have always in his eye 
the prize of his high calling; to order his life 
according to the rules of the gofpel; and, as 
much as may be, to be at peace with all hb 
fellow-travellers. 

Thefe are a Chrifiian's Defence; with thefe 
he conquers his enemies, an^ with thefe he 

grows 
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grows every day Jlronger in the Lor J, and in 
the power of bis might. 

But then, to . preferve and to increafe his 
faith and other graces, he diligently reads or 
hears God's word, (for faith comes by hear- 
ing;) he earneftly prays God to increafe his 
faith, his hope, and his charity; he keeps a 
careful watch (like a good fbldier of Jefus 
Chrift) oyer his > appetites and paflions, that 
Satan may not get an advantage over himj 
and by thefe means, and the aids of God*s 
Spirit, he is fecure from fear of evil. 

And be aflured, good Chriftians, that it is 
well worth your while to be at this pains, 
whether you confider the happinefs you Ihall 
attain, or the miferies you fhaUefcape. 

Heaven and hell are words in every body's 
mouth, while few lay to heart what is meant 
by the one or the other. But one or the other 
of thefe two muit be the portion of every 
man ; fo that it mightily concerns every man 
to look to it, ^ left that be his portion which 
he leaft thinks of. 

Now, God having mercifully furnifhed us 
with means of fecuring us againft the worft 
that can happen, our duty and intercft is, to 
make ufe of thofe means with the ferioufnefs 
of people that hope to be faved, with the con- 
cern of people that fee their danger among fo 
many temptations, with the cheerfulnefs of 
people who hope for eternal happinefs, and 

laftly. 
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laftly, with the courage of Chriftians who 
have the Almighty for their helper. 

By this, good Chriftians, we may, any of 
us, make a judgment of ourfelves, whether 
we are in the way of falvation or not. If in 
truth we are, why then the care of our fouls 
will take up much of our thoughts, and put 
us upon ways, and refolutions, and contri- 
vances, for doing what we know is neceffary 
for our eternal welfare. If, on the other 
hand, our hearts are full of the world, and all 
our thoughts and endeavours tend that way, 
why then depend upon it we are not in the 
way of life, and we ought' not to be eafy 
under fuch circumftances. 

And fince we are encompaffed on every fide 
with dangers, and expofed to temptations both 
from within and from without, let us not de- 
pend on our own ftrength, but beg continu- 
ally of God to keep us refolute and conftant 
to the vows that are upon us: and then God 
will increafe our faith, our hope, our confidence, 
and all other graces, which are neceffary to 
bring us to heaven; whither the good Lord 
bring us all, through Jefus Chrift. 

To whom, &c. 
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